
Thank you for taking the time to 

check out these materials for the 

study of ancient rock art through 

the thematic unit, “Cave Paint-

ings & Petroglyphs”.  This item 

contains the complete unit.  I 

hope you’ll find it exciting and 

educational! 

     Sandie Flynn 



Reading materials include  
 A Tour Guide at 2 different reading levels:  Orange—Grades 3-4, and 

Brown—Grades 5-6 
 Vocabulary Bookmarks and Vocabulary Cards 
 Comprehension and Study Worksheets 

Students will read, research, and then write a page for a class travel 
book that explains an ancient rock art “Point of Interest”.  Included are 
 Sample “Point of Interest” cards  
 Research directions 
 Rough draft templates for student use 
 A word processing template for student final draft publication 
 You may use images from the art prints for the cover of the class 

book if you wish, since all the images are in the public domain, or 
personalize the included book covers. 

Reading MaterialsReading MaterialsReading Materials   

Writing MaterialsWriting MaterialsWriting Materials   

Art MaterialsArt MaterialsArt Materials   
Students will analyze images of rock art, and sort them into customary 
categories, just as paleoarchaeologists do.   
 Game board 
 Images to sort 
 Game directions 
 
 
 
Art Prints  
8.5X11 sized prints of famous ancient rock art from around the world 
 
 
 

 
 
Directions to  
 Make a plaster rock 
 Paint a patina on it 
 Carve a design into the 

“rock” 
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Two science activities include 
 “Pour in the Pores” which examines porous rock 
 “Polish That Patina” which examines the coating rocks develop over 

time 

Two math lessons cover 
 “Meters, Yards, & Feet”:  a comparison of 

standard and metric units of measure 
 “On a Grand Scale”:  shows how to turn a 

scaled drawing into a life sized image (This les-
son may require adult supervision or very ma-
ture students.  It always requires patience, but is one of my favorite 
lessons!) 

 

Science MaterialsScience MaterialsScience Materials   

Math MaterialsMath MaterialsMath Materials   

Geography MaterialsGeography MaterialsGeography Materials   
 “Geography Study Cards” allow students to practice identification of 

continents and land masses using satellite images.   1/4 letter size 
geography cards depict areas of the world containing ancient rock art 

 Satellite map of the world identifies “Points of Interest” locations 
highlighted in the unit 

 A blank map (11X17) where students can locate the rock site that is 
the topic of their “Point of Interest” article using a sticky dot (see 
sample below). 
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Vocabulary Bookmarks 
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Brown, Grades 5/6 

Orange, 
Grades 3/4 
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Vocabulary Cards 
for introducing new words, 

practicing, and review 



Student Reader:  Tour Guide 
Orange, Grades 3/4, Brown Grades 5/6 

16 pages (4 pieces of letter sized paper, 2 sided) 
Copyright © 2011  Integreat! Thematic Units 
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Reading Worksheets (4 pages) 
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Travel Genre  
Reading 

Rock Art 
Comprehension 



“Point of Interest”  
Cards & Poster 

 
Describe 10  
rock art sites  

in the travel genre for 
reading instruction 
and writing models 
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 Beautiful colored paintings, 15,000 years old, cover the ceilings of the S-shaped 
Altamira cave in northern Spain.  Bison are the primary subject of this archaeological 
wonder, but horses, a hind, and two wild boar also cover the walls of the cave.  Hand 
prints, hand outlines, and animal-people can be found here as well.  Altamira is made 
up of a series of rooms, connected by passages.  The main hall is about 30 meters from 
the entrance of the cave.   
 The artistic style, and the way the paintings have lasted through the years, made 
the original researchers think the work was a fake.  Many of the animals are painted lar-
ger than life and details are clearly shown.  Fur and manes are painted with a variety of 
textures created through the use of only three colors—ochre, red, and black.  The ani-
mals move across the ceilings of the cave as if they are alive.   
 In 2008, British scientists dated the paintings using a method called U/Th.  Ura-
nium changes into thorium over time, and this is what is measured in the U/Th method.  

The crust (patina) that grows over the 
painting is tested to see how long it has 
been there.  This method only gives a mini-
mum (the youngest) age of the painting, 
but these tests indicate the Altamira paint-
ings are between 25,000 and 35, 000 years 
old! 
 Access to the cave is restricted.  Car-
bon dioxide in the visitors’ breath damages 
the paint.  In 2002 a replica of the cave was 
opened, and now that is the only way most 
visitors can see these amazing pieces of art.  
The cave was reopened in 2010 to a very 
small number of  visitors per day.   

Public Domain Image 

Spain:  Image by NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center, via Wikimedia Commons. 

9 

Duckeck, Jochen.  Cueva de Altamira.  Show Caves of Spain.  Web:  January 27, 2011.   

http://www.showcaves.com/english/es/showcaves/Altamira.html 
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Altamira Cave 
Spain 

http://museodealtamira.mcu.es/index.html 

5 
Access:  You can reach the cave by car, 
bus, or taxi.   The cave is in the town of 
Santillana del Mar.  
Tours:  There are guided tours of  the 
replica cave as well as the original 
cave. 
Open:  May to October, Tue-Sat 9:30-
20; November to April, Tue-Sat 9:30-
18, Sun, Holidays 9:30-15.  

Beginner 

Tours Available 

All services  
available  

http://www.showcaves.com/english/es/showcaves/Altamira.html
http://museodealtamira.mcu.es/index.html


Writing  
Worksheets 

(5 pages) 

Internet Research 
(2 pages) 

Rough Draft 
Outline  
(1 page) 

Includes Word Processing Template (1 page) 
                      for final copy 
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Covers for Class made book 
Type in your own name 
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18 Art Prints  
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8.5X11 
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‘Graphs ‘N ‘Glyphs  
Art  Classification  Game 

11X17 Game Board w markers 



‘Graphs ‘N ‘Glyphs  
Art  Classification  Game 

31 Images for Classification 
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Timeline Poster 8.5” X 22” 
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Make Your Own Petroglyph 
Students read and follow directions to make a 

plaster rock and then carve an image on it. 
Copyright © 2011  Integreat! Thematic Units 
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2 Math Activities 

Interdisciplinary Activities 
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2 Science Activities 



Sample Page 1 



Geography Study Cards 
 

11 cards  
show landmasses  

and continents for  
recognition practice 

Geography Activities 
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2, 11X17 Satellite Maps,   
for “Point of Interest” locations 
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NASA Satellite Photo, via Wikimedia Commons 

NASA Satellite Photo, via Wikimedia Commons 
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