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Bells
Announcements
“Adoration,” by Mark Hayes

Prelude
Call to Worship

Sue McGowan

Leader: Listen! God is inviting us to this time of worship.
Come to sing praises and put your trust in God.
People: We rejoice in God’s compassion and care.
We bring all our needs to God, our hope.
Leader: Before God’s presence all are welcomed.
Here we can lift up others in prayer.
People: The Maker of all seeks our common good.
We are called bear one another’s burdens.
Leader: Come to receive God’s blessings and wisdom.
Come and prepare yourself to serve in Christ’s name.
People: Here we open our lives to God’s teaching and healing.
We go out to share faith and hope with others.
*Hymn

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

*Gathering Prayer

Sue McGowan

We come together, gracious God, because we have heard your invitation. We sense that you
alone know the burdens we carry. You understand our fears and our weariness. We long for
the refreshment you provide as we come to worship you. The promise of this hour fills us with
renewed hope and joy. And we thank you that your revelation comes to us, not because we are
worthy, but because we are open to your word. May the experience of your grace today
inspire us to speak of your good news to all, that healing may be offered, new life received,
and barriers overcome. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Isaiah 35:3-7
3
4

Sue McGowan

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear!
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Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”
5
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
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then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;
7
the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
Mark 7:31-37

Rosemary Dawson

31

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee,
in the region of the Decapolis. 32 They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his
speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33 He took him aside in private, away from the
crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34 Then looking up to
heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35 And immediately his ears
were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36 Then Jesus ordered them to tell no
one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37 They were astounded
beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the
mute to speak.”
Special Music
Sermon

“Holy, Holy, Holy,” by John B. Dykes. Arr. by Robert D. Vandall
Open Up

Can you all hear me? I know with our sound system, and our ears, that is a very important question.
Several years ago, I was roaming through my house and passed by some open windows on a lovely
summer evening. And I heard the quiet chirp of crickets. That is always a wonderful sound, so I
stopped, stuck my head out the window and listened, hoping to be able to locate them. I turned my
head to the right. The sound was louder than I expected, like the crickets were under the window.
Then I turned my head to the left, and there was silence. Yeah, I’ve lost some hearing – and it is
getting worse through the years.
Today, Jesus deals with someone who not only was hard of hearing, but also had a resulting
difficulty with clear speech. We hear the story and of course our first response is to understand the
story as a nice, loving, compassionate miracle. But maybe it is something more. Just before this
encounter Jesus is challenged by a Syrophoenician woman, an unclean gentile, about who has access to
his healing work. Her response opens up his perspective, and her daughter is restored.
So now, Jesus finds himself with an individual who needs and important part of life to be renewed –
to hear and speak. Is it just for family dinners and neighborly chats at the market? Maybe Mark is
pointing us to our need to ‘open up’ - both in our ability to hear our neighbor’s cry, to hear God’s
promise and then proclaim God’s goodness.
I find it interesting that this was a ‘private healing’. Which is unusual, because so many of Jesus’
healings are done in public view, and almost always with just a word or a touch. But here, Jesus
sets himself and the man apart, then goes through this fussy rigamarole, putting his fingers in the
man’s ears and spit on his tongue, gives a big deep sign and then cries out ‘Ephphatha’ - Open Up!
Why such a production? Couldn’t Jesus just ‘say the word… and heal? Of course. So why? What
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do the words play on? Perhaps Mark is creating, or re-creating an image of creation, God fingering
clay (dust and spit) to form man, and then breathing out – like a deep sign – and bringing forth life.
Did those who experience this healing sense that implication? They freely proclaimed ‘He does all
things well (as in Genesis God said it was good, very good). “He even makes the deaf to hear and
the dumb to speak” (just as the prophets promised God would do). Whether they saw such a
connection I don’t know. But it certainly amazed them and opened them up to ‘tell all’ – in spite of
Jesus’ orders to ‘keep quiet’. But who can be silent when such good news comes your way? It’s
human nature to share important news, good or bad, but especially we like to share good news,
shout it even!
Perhaps Mark wrote this for his church, and for us, to challenge our ears and lips and hearts. We
come to church every week, and I am in God’s word every day. What do we hear? And what are
we saying, to one another, to our community, and to our world? Anything? Are we tongue-tied
because we are too reticent, or are we not hearing? Are we open? Do we want to be opened? Where
do we need to be healed and renewed? Jesus had a reputation for new life, for transforming lives
and challenging the status quo. Are we stuck? Are we winding down? What would look like new
life at 70, 80, or 90? After all we are not 20 years old, but we still have some life ahead of us. What
might Christ do for us today? What is it that you need? And what will you seek from God? Perhaps
we need to ‘open up’ to the word and work God seeks to do among us. Amen.
*Hymn

Open My Eyes, That I May See

Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Loving God, we come before you today grateful for your healing grace and renewing power. We
thank you that you long to offer us life regardless of our age, and that you invite us into vital fruitful
service that is fit for who we are and how we are. We continue to hope and pursue your good will, o
God, and so we come before you now to share a desires and needs. We pray for your church and for
this congregation. Grant us an openness of spirit that hears the word of truth we need, that we
might be transformed and that we might be inspired to share the joy of your love and the gifts of
your goodness with all people. We pray for the world and its leaders. May they hear the cries of the
suffering and give heed to your call for justice and mercy. Lead them with wisdom and courage, so
that all may know the fullness of life. We pray also for all who are burdened today. Grant your
healing to the ill, your comfort to the mourning and your aid to the needy. We lift up to you…. and
we thank you for…. We praise you, Gracious God, for all your goodness and mercy to us, through
Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

Remember Me

Offering
We have received so many blessings from God; the abundance of the earth, soundness of body and
mind, the comforts of home, safety in our community, and most of all the salvation of God.
3

God calls us be his ambassadors and share all we have with those in need. Let us dedicate our
offerings with joy.
We give because you have been generous to us, gracious God. We give because we want to embody
your good will within us, and achieve your good will for those in need around us.
May the ministries of this church meet the needs of our members, our community, and our world.
For your glory. Amen.
Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
Communion
Communion Hymn
For the Bread Which You Have Broken
Invitation to the Table
Great Thanksgiving
Consecration and Service
Prayer of Gratitude
* Hymn

God Speak to Me

*Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
* Benediction
Go now into the world
And may the God of peace make you holy in every way. And may your spirit, soul, and body
be kept healthy and faultless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again. The One who calls you is
faithful, and surely God will do this. 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 adj
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.

Postlude

“Resting in God’s Arms,” by Mark Hayes
*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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