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New owners for Tea-Licious
By James Walker
Highland Lakes Newspapers
Sam McLeon finally has found someone to buy his beloved Tea-Licious restaurant and it looks as if he can rest
easy with the knowledge that it will be
in good hands.
Trace and Liz Catlin, who have lived
most of their lives in the Houston area,
have bought the venerable Burnet establishment and will officially take
ownership June 1.
The Catlins already have been on
the scene for several weeks after selling
their home in Dickenson and moving
to Burnet where they have been living
in their recreation vehicle while looking for property to build a new house.
“We went from a 3,500-square feet
home to a 350-square feet RV,” Liz
Catlin said.
The Catlins happened upon Tea-Licious last November when they rode
the train from Austin one Saturday
morning.
“Until we rode the train over here
I don’t think I had ever even heard of
Burnet,” Trace Catlin said. “And to tell
you the truth, if the barbecue place
down the street had been open then
we probably would have never gone in
Tea-Licious.”
But they did, and they encountered
McLeod who was greeting and seating
customers.
“I was doing my meet and greet routine and got to talking to them and they
said they had always dreamed of having a place in the Hill County,” McLeod
said.
“Have I got a deal for you,” McLeod
says he remembers telling the couple.

“We started talking and talked several
times in the days and weeks after that
and wound up making the deal.”
The Catlins began to seriously consider the possibility of buying Tea-Licious on the train ride back to Austin.
“We came back and started spending time here,” Trace Catlin recalls.
“We must have come back six or seven
times and it just felt like the right thing
to do.”
After surviving two heart attacks,
McLeod, 69, put Tea-Licious up for
sale in January of 2010, but a faltering economy thwarted his efforts and
in April of the next year he stopped actively trying to sell it although he says
it was never not for sale.
The Catlins have ambitious plans for
Tea-Licious, but promise not to change
the culture of the place.
“We view Tea-Licious as an icon
and it is a recognized name throughout the state of Texas,” Liz Catlin said.
“We think this is a great opportunity
in a historical building on the town
square.”
McLeod is replacing the awning on
the Tea-Licious building, which he will
continue to own and the Catlins plan
some remodeling changes inside the
restaurant.
“It’s still going to be Tea-Licious, but
we will update the gift shop area and
the banquet room,” Liz Catlin said.
The Catlins are the owners of Conoisseurs Inc., a consulting company
for specialty foods producers, including McLeon and his acclaimed gourmet
pickles.
Liz and the Catlins’ 26-year-old
daughter, Krysten, who also will move
to Burnet with her fiancé, will phase
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Liz and Trace Catlin are the new owners of Tea-Licious restaurant on the Burnet Square.

out of the consulting business and
they will focus on the restaurant.
Trace will continue to run the consulting business from an office in the
restaurant and also will be involved in
the day-to-day activities there.
There will be a name change, or
name addition, to Texas Tea-Licious
and there will be an increased emphasis on Texas-made products and
ingredients.
The menu will stay largely the same
with the exception of the addition of

some steak entrees, Liz Caplin said.
“There will probably be a little more
masculine appeal to it,” she said.
Lucy Henderson, the highly proficient manager of Tea-Licious, will depart, continuing to work for McLeod as
he seeks to grow and expand his gourmet pickles business.
The Catlins would have loved to
have Henderson continue with the restaurant, they said, but understand her
leaving, and they are happy the rest of
the staff will stay with Tea-Licious.

Sen. Fraser’s water bill on to Gov. Perry 2nd phase of US
From Staff Reports
Legislation authored by
state Sen. Troy Fraser (RHorseshoe Bay) that will
allow Texas to meet its
future water needs was finally adopted by the Texas
Senate on Monday. The
bill is now on its way to
the Governor’s desk.
“I think every member
of the Texas Legislature

wants to do something to
leave a mark,” Fraser said.
“I can think of no better
legacy for all the members
of the Legislature than to
have found a solution so
that our children and our
grandchildren and all the
generations to follow will
have the water they need
to thrive.”
The 2012 State Water
Plan shows that — over the

next 50 years — the state’s
water supply is going to
decrease 18 percent, while
water demands are going
to increase by 27 percent.
The plan estimates how
much water each region
needs and identifies strategies to meet those needs.
House Bill 4 sets up the
structure to provide meaningful financing to water
providers across the state
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and finally moves Texas in
the right direction of funding the state’s future water needs, Fraser said. The
State Water Implementation Fund for Texas is a
water infrastructure bank
that will revolve funds, so
that over time—if properly
capitalized—it can finance
all the strategies included
in the 2012 plan.
“The drought not only
has an impact on the health
and safety of our communities but it also affects
our State’s economy and
the ability to attract new
businesses,” said Fraser.
“I am glad that we finally
passed HB 4 to implement
the State Water Plan, so we
can ensure Texas will have
sufficient water supplies
during times of drought.”
HB 4 would:
•
Restructure
the
Texas Water Development
Board to a 3 member, full
time board;
•
Set out the oversight and management of
the fund;
•
Direct the local regions and the Water Development Board to prioritize
projects;
•
Enhance the state’s
bonding capability from
existing
constitutionally
created programs and revenue bond programs; and
•
Recognize the importance
of
conservation use—while providing that funding must be
directed toward our rural
communities.
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281 bridge begins
By Alexandria Randolph
Highland Lakes Newspapers
Crews are in the process of drilling a 96-foot
shaft for the first of two
piers for the southbound
US 281 bridge, Texas
Department of Transportation officials said.
The second span is on
schedule for completion
in the fall of 2014, said
TxDOT
spokeswoman
Kelli Reyna.
“They are on schedule and maybe a little
bit ahead of schedule,”
she said. “It depends
on the milestones for
each project, but work
has been going very
smoothly. It’s been really promising.”
Reyna said that the
debris from the implosion of the old bridge on
March 17 and the second implosion April 4
has been collected.
“The debris from both
piers and the bridge is
cleared,” she said. “We
received approval from
LCRA that it has been
cleared.”
Reyna said the drilling of the shaft for the
first pier of the southbound bridge span has
been the focus of the
crew for the past few
weeks.

“Right now we have
one crane that is actually a drill rig,” she
said. “Then, there’s another crane that is being used to lift heavy
material around the
project.”
This step will be completed by next week.
“Once the drilled
shafts are complete,
we will proceed with
the construction of the
cofferdam,” she said.
“Then we’ll begin building the column, start
the construction on the
pier table, pier walls
and pier deck, and then
work will commence on
the bridge deck.”
Meanwhile,
other
crews are taking on
separate parts of the
project.
“As for other work,
Archer
Western
is
working at the south
end of the project from
the river south to RR
2147 to install traffic
rail foundations,” Reyna said. “They are also
working on our retaining walls at both the
south and north ends
of the future southbound bridge.”
The entire project is
expected to cost $29.7
million, Reyna said.
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