
1 

 

Peace Lutheran Church September 2015 

 Voice of Peace 

Time to Re-Generate      
by Mandy Severtson   

Well, here we are again, at the start of a new school year. I have always loved 
this time of year. The air smells crisp and fresh, the kids are off to new adventures, pencils have actual erasers, crayons 
are not yet broken. It feels like a clean, fresh start. Soon, we will fall into the same old routines that come with this time 
of year. Many of these routines are good, especially for those of us with young kids. It is a relief! Can you think of a few 
of the routines that you are excited to have back in your life this fall? 

     Routine can be good for us, but sometimes it means that we can get stuck in a rut. 
Repeating the same thing over and over can mean that when change comes, we are 
hesitant to see its potential. I have been thinking about this a lot this summer, for 
ÍÁÎÙ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓȢ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÁÂÏÕÔ ÙÏÕȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÁÒ ÍÁËÅÓ 
me want to hide, stay home, or not put forth an effort. It is tiring to have to try some-
thing new that might challenge our thoughts or feelings, especially when everything 
else in life is already kind of overwhelming! I have been reflecting about the times in 
my life when I have been asked to try something difficult or unknown. )ȭÖÅ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅÄ 
that every time I have persevered and actually confronted these situations with an 
open mind, some pep talks, and lots of prayers, that I actually have grown into a bet-
ter individual. Trying something new can challenge us in good ways, deep down, 
and can generate new ideas and energy in our soul. My guess it that each and every 
one of you could look 
back and see that the 
same has been true in 
your life, right? 

     So, what if we, as a 
church, decided to 
step out of our normal 
routines this year? 
How could we learn 
and grow by trying 
something new?  One 
of the things that will 
be new this year at 
ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ Ȱ2Å-
'ÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȱ 3ÕÎȤ
days. This will, for all of us, be something that is out-of-routine. To re-generate 
ÍÅÁÎÓ ȰÔÏ ÂÅ ÒÅÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÏÒ ÒÅÂÏÒÎȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ Á ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÏÒ ÍÏÒÁÌ ÓÅÎÓÅȢȱ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ 
know about you, but that sounds kind of exciting to me! I could  use a little shake-
up to get me more focused on my faith.     

     Re-Generation Sundays will be a chance for ALL of us, no matter age or family 
status, to gather and do some intentional faith-formation TOGETHER. There will 
be music, fellowship, discussion, practical ways (Re-Generate, continued on page 2)   

Visit us online at www.peacenewlondon.com 

Ȱ,ÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÍÅȢȱ -ÁÒË υτȡυψ 

SEPTEMBER 

Wednesday, September 2: 

6:00 p.m. Campfire Worship 
 

Sunday, September 6:  

8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Sibley Park Worship 
 

Wednesday, September 9: 

6:00 p.m. Wednesday Worship 
 

Sunday, September 13:  

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
 

Wednesday, September 16: 

6:00 p.m. Wednesday Worship 
 

Sunday, September 20: 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
 

Wednesday, September 23: 

6:00 p.m. Wednesday Worship 
 

Sunday, September 27:  

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
 

Wednesday, September 30: 

6:00 p.m. Wednesday Worship 
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Time to Re-Generate, continued from front   

to practice your faith at home, and fun activities for everyone to enjoy. It will be 
a way for you to connect with those that share this church home with you. It 
might feel kind of uncomfortable at firstɂit is new and you might not know eve-
ryone. But you will get to know everyone. You will grow, and be RE-GENERATED 
as we share this time.  

What other things could you do at church this year to step out of your normal 
routine and get re-generated? Here are some ideas:  

1.)  Make a NEW routine: Challenge your family to come to church and/or Sun-
day School EVERY Sunday that you are home.  No excuses.  Can you work around 
that football party this Sunday? Get up earlier to make it to church? Try it!  I 
KNOW that you will begin to see a growth in yourself and your children that is 
just not possible with spotty attendance. Have you ever REALLY gained some-
thing good from something you do half-heartedly? Go all in. Try it.   

 2.)  Re-structure your routine at home: Being over-busy is something we all 
struggle with. I think about this all the time! What if we really prioritized our 
time? What if, instead of 30 minutes of screen time after supper, your family 
spent 10 minutes doing a short devotion, and then got to those screens? What if, 
instead of checking Facebook for the tenth time today, you picked up your Bible 
and read a chapter or two? What if you joined a Connect group? What if you 
helped with Sunday School or confirmation? Try making little changes with how 
you spend your time. How would this change your life? How would it make you 
different? I think we could all be surprised! 

 3.)  Make God a part of your routine: This is the hardest one, I think. Be honest 
with yourself. What is THE MOST IMPORTANT thing in your life? Maybe you 
know what the answer should be. Do you live your life like God is the most im-
portant thing? Weird that we tend to shove our faith out of the way in the midst 
ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÂÕÓÙÎÅÓÓȟ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÉÔȩ Everything else tends to come first. Why do we simply 
run out of time to feed our faith and worship the God who put HIS life first for 
us? WHY? Change it. Make good choices. Stop making excuses. Put God first.  

I know these ideas sound kind of grand and maybe even unreasonable. Maybe 
they sound like things that will take away from the life that you have right 
now. So what? Maybe they will take something away. -ÁÙÂÅ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÉÎÇȱ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ 
so important in the first place. Maybe you feel like there is just no way that you 
have time to do this stuff.  MAKE time! Maybe, just maybe, you will come out of 
this year with an increased faith, better relationships, and more awareness of 
the blessings in your life. Maybe we will be stronger people and a stronger 
church.  

Are you ready? We 
can do this, Peace Lu-
theran! ,ÅÔȭÓ ÓÔÅÐ ÏÕÔ 
of our normal, ordi-
nary routines and do 
something extraordi-
nary this year. ,ÅÔȭÓ 
regenerate our faith, 
step up to the plate, 
and make our faith 
part of our lives in 
×ÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ 
tried before. Most im-
ÐÏÒÔÁÎÔÌÙȟ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÄÏ ÔÈÉÓ 
TOGETHER.   

Peace Lutheran Church 

100 Fourth Avenue SW, P.O. Box 286 

 New London, MN 56273 

Phone: (320) 354-2774 

E-mail: connect@peacenewlondon.com 

Website: www.peacenewlondon.com 

www.facebook.com/

PeaceNewLondon 

Pastor Keith on Twitter: 

@PeaceNewLondon 
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Re-Generation 
What is it?  Re-Generation Sundays are cross-
generational events that will happen during 
our education hour.  We will spend time learn-
ing together in fun and varied ways, with the 
goals of building relationships with each other 
and making faith part of our everyday life. 

When is it?   Re-Generation Sundays will hap-
pen each month on the 2nd Sunday, 9:30-
10:30.  We will gather together in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  There will not be traditional Sunday 
School or Adult Forum on these days. 

Who is it for?  EVERYONE!!  Re-Generation 
Sundays are for all agesτthat is the point!  If 
you have a young family, are empty nesters, a 
ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ŀ ǿƛŘƻǿŜǊΧ ǘƘŜǎŜ {ǳƴπ
days are for you! 

Why Should I Come?  Re-Generation Sundays 
will be a time for you to get to know the many 
people that call Peace home.  You will learn 
from others, gain practical ways to use your 
faith at home, and be part of an intentional 
faith formation experience. 

What will we talk about?  We have planned a 
theme for each Re-Generation Sunday.  We 
want to focus our Re-Generation Sundays on 
things that truly connect to real life. Here is 
what you can look forward to: 

October 11: ά²Ŝ !ǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ 

November 8: New BirthτPreparing for Advent 

December 13:  Christmas Traditions                 
       New and Old 

January 10:  BaptismτNew Year, New Life 

February 14:  God Loves Us, How Can 

        We Love God? 

March 13: Time and Priorities  

April 10: ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ς Practical ways to 
 make prayer part of your life 

May 9: We Are Sent Out with the Holy Spirit 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ .ƛōƭŜ ŎŀƳǇ ƻǊ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǘǊƛǇ 
such as the National Youth Gathering, chances are this was a memo-
rable event for you. Even more, these experiences have probably 
helped to shape your faith life. Studies have shown that camping 
ministries and other similar faith formation experiences are the num-
ber one reason that people continue to be involved in the church.  

Our goal at Peace this year is to send 100 kids to camp and to provide 
scholarships that cover about half of these expenses. This will include 
all of our 7th and 8th grade confirmation students. In addition, we 
want to raise 
money for 
our senior 
high to go on 
a mission 
trip next 
summer ς 
location and 
date to be 
determined. 

Finally, we 
want to 
begin fund-
raising for 
the 2018 
National Youth Gathering in Houston. In order to generate interest 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ƘƛƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
engage our youth in camping ministries and send our senior high on 
an annual summer mission trip in the years leading up to the National 
Youth Gathering. 

To accomplish these 
goals, the staff, council, 
and other church leaders 
will be making first 
pledges before Rally  
Sunday, September 13th. 
At that point, we will 
announce our initial gifts 
and invite the entire 
church to make pledges 
to the fund. The youth 
will also be leading some 
fundraising efforts 
throughout the year. 

Please consider           
supporting our youth in 
these vital faith           
formation experiences! 

 Fundraising for Youth Camp  

 Scholarships & Senior High Trips  

Peace youth gather in the chapel at Green Lake Bible Camp. 

Camp experience lights the fire in our faith life. 
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September Adult Forum Schedule  

9/20:  Tentative: Alzheimerõs Association Speaker 

9/27:  Bryan Blomker, Youth for Christ International 

Adult Forum is held in the  

fellowship hall during the  

Education Hour on 

Sunday mornings 

from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

     Join us for the second year of ConnectΣ tŜŀŎŜΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΗ {ƻƳŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
second Sunday of the month from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. with free childcare provided. However, other new and existing groups 
will meet at alternative times, as schedules allow. Regular attendance is encouraged, but please consider joining even if you 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ !ƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ aŀȅ ƳŜŀƭǎΗ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
Severtson at david@peacenewlondon.com or 354-0424. 

      Connect Meetings  
        (Sundays from 4:00-5:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted) 

  - Sept.13 ς Kick-ƻŦŦ ƳŜŀƭ ŀǘ {ŜǾŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ όпΥлл-6:00 p.m.) 

  - Oct.11 

  - Nov.8 

  - Jan.10 

  - Feb.14 

  - Mar.13 

  - Apr.10 

  - May 1 ς End-of-year meal and games!  

Connect Special Events 
     Also, ALL church and community 
members are invited to join us for 
the Connect Special Events! Look for 
more information on events as these 
dates approach. Events will be held 
at Peace unless noted. 

Sept.26: Board Game night ς Bring 
your favorite board game and snacks 
to share. (6:00-8:00 p.m.)  

Oct.31: Oktoberfest ς Come for food 
and fun! (4:00-8:00 p.m.) 

Dec.12: Christmas party ς Come 
make cookies. (3:00-5:00 p.m.) 

Jan.30 : Movie night ς Free popcorn 
(6:00-8:00 p.m.) 

Feb.27: Bowling in NL or Willmar ς 
Location TBD (3:00-5:00 p.m.) 

Apr.30: Board Game night ς Bring 
your favorite board game and snacks 
to share. (6:00-8:00 p.m.) 

Wednesday meals begin September 23 rd  
 

Join us for a simple meal and 

fellowship at 5:00 p.m.  

Stay for worship at 6:00 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome!  
 

The cost is $4.00 per person   

with a maximum charge of $16.00 per family. 

New Ways to Connect this Fall  

Connect Kick-off Meal  
Sunday, September 13 

4:00-6:00 p.m. 

at the Severtson home 

 286 Lake Ave. S, Spicer 

Bring lawn chairs and games.  

Driveway and street             
available for parking. 

Rain location is Peace. 

Peace Night at the Stingers game on August 3rd was one of the special events sponsored 
by Connect this year. Peace members enjoyed the game from a suite on the first baseline. 
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$ÁÙ #ÁÍÐ ×ÅÅË ÆÕÎ ÁÎÄ ÆÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ %ÖÅÒÌÁÓÔÉÎÇ ,ÏÖÅ  
by Mandy Severtson 

²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ±.{ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘΗ  рм ƪƛŘǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ 9ǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ [ƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛȄ ǿƻƴŘŜǊπ
fully energetic and caring counselors from Luther Crest Bible Camp. The days were spent worshipping, having Bible 
study time, playing wacky games, and making some neat craft projects.  It was great fun to watch the kids and counse-
lors interact.  Building relationships through fun programs like VBS is a great way for our youth to feel more connected 
at church, and it motivates them to come back and learn more!  Special thanks go out to Pastor Shannon, Elaine Scott, 
Lois Emmert and Cammie Holmquist who worked tirelessly in the kitchen to help provide delicious food and snacks for 
all of the kids and staff involved with VBS!  Thanks also to Maddie Skrukrud, Amy Haney, Miah Larson and Tayden Nel-
son for helping with our younger kids during the week! 

VBS was a great week with all of these children, counselors and volunteers. 

Grace, Julia, Brin & Ayla planned 
ahead to match on Twin Tuesday. 

Above, counselors from Luther Crest Bible Camp led the children in closing 
worship to cap a great week. 
At left, Martin, Brayden, Everett, Elden, Reid, Cole, Taylor, and Kaden had 
fun outside as they waited their turn to tie-dye.  

Ȱ3ÔÙÌÅ ÙÏÕÒ #ÏÕÎÓÅÌÏÒȭÓ (ÁÉÒȱ ×ÁÓ Á ÈÉÔ ÁÔ ÏÕÒ 
Wednesday afternoon water day activity. 
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Confirmation ς The Journey to Lifelong Faith 
With any journey, there is a process ς steps that must be 
taken along the way. First you must prepare before you 
ƭŜŀǾŜΣ ŀŎǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
journey. You should also expect to have stops, activities, and 
sites to see and do along the way. And, of course, you should 
have an ultimate destination in mind ς a place you hope to 
ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƴŜΦ  

Confirmation is no different. It is a process that unfolds in 
steps and stages. This year, our confirmation journey has 
taken some unplanned side-ǘǊƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǿƻǊƪ 
our itinerary, due to staff changes at Peace. But, none-the-
less, we are ready to hit the road again in September. This is 
what you can expect as part of the journey this year:  

Grades 5 & 6: Gearing Up to Confirmation 
We know this group is ready to gear up from Sunday School 
into more mature faith matters. This year we will have spe-
cial faith formation activities just for our 5th and 6th grade 
students on Sunday mornings during our Education Hour 
(9:30-10:30 a.m.). These students will also be invited to go 
along on selected special events and activities with some of 
the older students throughout the course of the year.  

Grades 5 & 6 will also want to join in great activities geared 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ YƛŘǎΩ 
Club beginning on Wednesday, September 23rd. (After all, 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƪƛŘǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ȅŜǘΗύ 

Grades 7 & 8: Diving Into the Waters of Baptism  

When we were baptized (most often as a child), our baptis-
mal promises were made for us by others (usually parents 
and sponsors), and a set of gifts were given to us by God and 
held in trust for us. Now, during the Confirmation years, our 
students take hold of those same promises and make them 
their own, and they begin to understand the gifts God gave 
ǘƘŜƳΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ά!ŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ŀǇπ
ǘƛǎƳΦέ ²Ŝ άŀŦŦƛǊƳέ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǘ 
ƻǳǊ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ άŘƛǾŜ ƛƴέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀπ
ters of our Baptism and lay claim to all that it means. For 
these two years, this group will be working through a two-
year rotation of materials: One year focuses on Bible Basics ς 
exploring some of the key stories of the Bible. The other year 
ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ /ŀǘŜŎƘƛǎƳ ς The 10 Commandments, The 

[ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊΣ ¢ƘŜ /ǊŜŜŘΣ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ 
that make us both universally Christian and uniquely Luther-
an. During this school year (2015-16) both grades will be 
working on the Biblical Basics rotation.  

Grade 9: Stepping Out Into Lifelong Faith  
This is the final step of Confirmation journey, and the begin-
ning of a mature, lifelong faith. Although we have only a few 
weeks, stretching from the middle of September to the end 
of October, we want this to be a transformational time. We 
will focus on the heart of our faith ς what it means to live as 
Christian people in the church and in the world. Sunday 
mornings, during the Education Hour (9:30-10:30 a.m.), start-
ing September 20, students will meet with the pastors and 
various leaders of the congregation to explore what a mature 
life of faith looks like. In addition to this, they will meet on 
Wednesday evenings, starting September 23, to explore vari-
ous spiritual practices and disciplines they will use for the 
rest of their lives.  

What You Can Do: We have all promised to accompany 

our young ones in their lifelong faith journey. Please attend 
the Re-Generation events (see cover article) and join in the 
conversation. Continue to pray for our students, teachers, 
guides and mentors and support their efforts in any way you 
can. And, join in the activities. We always need more adults 
to share in accompanying our young people through their 
faith journeys. It is a promise we made at baptism. It is a 
commission Jesus shared with us all.  

 Youth Ministry                 Bryson Wachter  

Follow us on Facebook at, òTeens At Peace New London,ó 

 the best way to stay up to date on all the things we are 

doing with and for teenagers here at Peace. 
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 Youth Ministry, continued  

Key Dates and Activities:  
Wednesdays: 

     September 9, 7:00-8:00 p.m. Confirmation Guide Training (guides only, no students) 

     September 16, 7:00-8:00 p.m. Confirmation Kick-Off (students and parents) 

     September 23 ς First Day of Confirmation (students and guides) 

 ω рΥлл-6:00 p.m. Meal (optional) All ages welcome. Cost: $4 per person, per meal, maximum $16.00 per family. 

 ω сΥлл-6:45 p.m. Worship (optional) All ages welcome.  

 ω сΥрл-7:20 p.m. 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation, Large Group Time (fellowship hall) 

 ω тΥнл-8:00 p.m. 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation, Small Group Time (various locations) 

 ω тΥлл-8:00 p.m. 9th Grade Confirmation (theater) 

NOTE: the above schedule is the basic plan for all Wednesdays.  

The 9th Grade class will only meet on Wednesdays through October 21. For more details, see the full schedule.  

     October 21 ς 9th Grade Confirmation Ceremony Dress Rehearsal/Pictures (Sanctuary) 

Sundays:  

     September 13: Rally Sunday 9:30-10:30 a.m. 7th Grade Students receive their Bibles. Everyone welcome to attend. 

     Starting Sept. 20 9:30-10:30 a.m.: 

 ω DǊŀŘŜǎ р ϧ с άDŜŀǊƛƴƎ ¦Ǉ ǘƻ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ ς Weekly (location to be determined) 

 ω DǊŀŘŜǎ т ϧ у άwŜ-DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ ς 2nd Sunday of the month (fellowship hall) 

 ω DǊŀŘŜ ф ά{ǘŜǇ hǳǘ Lƴǘƻ [ƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ CŀƛǘƘέ ς Weekly through Oct. 11 (location to be determined) 

Sunday, October 25: 

     Confirmation/Affirmation of Baptism Ceremony (9th Grade) 

 ω фΥол ŀΦƳΦ ς arrive, put on gowns, prepare for service (Fireside Room) 

 ω млΥпр-11:45 a.m. ς Confirmation Ceremony & Worship Service 

Retreats and other special events and activities are also being 
planned. Final details are still taking shape.                                 
Watch for more information to follow. 

13th Annual Golf Tournament 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 20th at 3:30 p.m. 
ŦƻǊ tŜŀŎŜΩǎ моth Annual Golf Tournament. This will be a 4-
person, 9-hole scramble at Little Crow Country Club. The cost is 
$25 for Little Crow members and $40 for non-members, and 
includes green fees, cart, meal and prizes. 

Proceeds from the tournament, as always, are used to fund 
many of our youth activities. This year, we have a special focus 
in mind for those funds: Bible Camp. We know that camp is one 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǎǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ 
want to make sure every child has a chance to share that expe-
ǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ CǳƴŘǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 
scholarships to kids attending camp. 

We are also looking for sponsors (individuals or businesses).  
Full hole sponsorship (with your name at the Tee Box) is $100.   

Get your team together for this fun event. It is a great way to 
kick off the school year by supporting our young people!  We 
will be challenging Faith Lutheran for bragging rights!   
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Rally SundayτƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ 9±9w¸hb9Η 
Rally Sunday is coming up on September 13th. We would like to invite ALL of you to come 
this year! We will be focusing our time on the ways that our church will help you build your 
faith this year. Faith Formation is not just for our youngest people!   

Please join us in the fellowship hall for a short presentation about the programs available at 
Peace this year. This will be a time to get informed and excited! In addition, we will be pre-
senting our 3-year-olds, 2nd Graders, 3rd graders, and 7th graders with their new Bibles dur-
ing this time! We would like these kids to have their new Bible in hand when they start Sun-
day School the following week!   

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ YƛŘΩǎ /ƭǳōΣ /ƻƴŦƛǊπ
mation, and Connect. There will also be a fun photo booth that we would like all of you to 
stop at, especially those of you with kids who will be involved with our youth programming.    

We can learn so much from each other. We truly want ALL of our generations to be present 
ŀǘ wŀƭƭȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿŀȅǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΗΗ 

 

Sunday School (Pre-K, grades 1-4) begins Sunday, Sept. 20: 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Pre-School and Kinders:  Please bring your 
child to the appropriate classroom on Sunday 
mornings. The kids will be learning about some 
of the key stories in the Bible this year. Lessons 
will be taught in the classroom and will include 
stories, crafts and games. Sunday school will 
end with singing time in the music room. Please 
pick your child up at their classroom at 10:30.   

1st-4th Grade:  Meet in the Chapel and bring 
your Bible! Sunday School will start with singing 
time as everyone gathers. This year we will be 
rotating through a series of stories from the 
Bible that will fit into our Sunday worship. We 
will start our time with large-group story-telling 
time. This will be followed by a few minutes of 
reviewing the story and getting the kids into 
their Bibles! After that, the kids will rotate through three different stations (over a course of three weeks) designed to en-
rich the story. Unless otherwise noted, please pick your child up in the Chapel at 10:30 a.m..  

  

YƛŘǎΩ /ƭǳō όƎǊŀŘŜǎ Y-4, 5-6) begins Wednesday, Sept. 23: 3:10-5:00 p.m. 
YƛŘǎΩ /ƭǳō ƛǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΗ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
from 3:10 ς 5:00 p.m. This year, we will be focusing on the theme 
ƻŦ άIŜǊƻŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦέ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ 
snack, learn together in a large-group setting, and then rotate 
through stations that help us learn about heroes from the Bible 
and our own community. We will end the day with singing in the 
Chapel! Kids ages Kindergarten through 6th grade are welcome to 
join us! Bus #4 will transport kids directly to Peace after schoolτ
how easy is that? This is a great way for your kids to connect with 
God in the middle of their school week! 

 #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ               Mandy Severtson 

We will present our 

3-year-olds, 2nd Graders, 

3rd graders, and 

7th graders with their 

new Bibles during this 

time on Rally Sunday!  
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How Can I Help with Sunday 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ YƛŘǎΩ /ƭǳōΚ 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǇǳǎƘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ![[ ƎŜƴπ
erations in our church programming and relationship-building this 
ȅŜŀǊΦ IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ YƛŘǎΩ /ƭǳō ƛǎ ŀ Dw9!¢ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ 
to get to know the kids of our church, and for them to get to know 
you!! Here is what we need: 

Pre-School Teachers:  We have two pre-school classrooms that need 2 
adult teachers each week. This position includes teaching a pre-
planned lesson. The lesson and materials will be ready for you, but you 
will be in charge of teaching and carrying out the lesson. 

YƛŘǎΩ /ƭǳō ŀƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎ: (Grades K-6) This is a posi-
tion that is great for someone who is here most Sundays or Wednes-
days. It could also be shared among two people. Shepherds will stay 
with a particular age group for the whole year. Shepherds will not be in 
charge of teaching anything, but will be in charge of building a positive 
relationship with the kids, as well as making sure our kids are being 
kind, are listening, and are getting safely from one part of the church 
to another as we rotate through our story stations. 

Storytellers:  Storytellers are in charge of telling the story that we are 
focused on in Sunday School. The Storyteller needs to be present 3 
Sundays in a row, but the job only takes about 10 minutes (from about 
9:40-9:50 on Sunday mornings.) Ideally, the story will be told by you 
(or a team of helpers that you organize) three different ways over a 
three week period. This will help the kids remember the story. If you 
like to be creative, this is a great way for you to help! Mandy Severtson 
will help you come up with ideas to make the story unique each week! 

Rotation leaders: This is also a three-week commitment. Each story 
that we focus on will have rotations that help to enhance or re-tell the 
message of the story. This might include leading an art project, a game, 
a food station, or other interactive learning stations. The activities will 
be planned and readyτyou just need to facilitate them. This involves a 
time commitment from about 9:45-10:30 on Sunday mornings.  

Nursery supervisors:  Sundays 8:15-11:45 a.m., Wednesdays 6:00-8:00 
p.m. This is a position that is ideal for people who love to spend time 
with our littlest Christians! You will bless the parents of these kids by 
giving them time to worship on Sundays or Wednesdays, or allowing 
them to volunteer with our programming during these same times.  
We need 2 adults in the nursery at all times, so if you can help during 
any of these times, please let us know!  

For more information, or if you would like to help,  

contact Mandy Severtson at Peace: 354-0426 or 

 via e-mail: mandy@peacenewlondon.com. 

2nd Graders:  
Because we know that you can read 
well already, we would like to give you 
a new Bible this year instead of next 
year!  Please join us at Rally Sunday to 
get your new Bible!  We will be using it 
in Sunday School a lot this year, so 
bring it back to church when you come!  

 #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȟ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ   

Re-Generation Sundays 
NEW THIS YEAR:  On the second Sunday of 
each month, we will be having Re-Generation 
Sundays. Re-Generation will take place in the 
fellowship hall, and, in theory, is SUNDAY 
SCHOOL FOR EVERYONE! Therefore, on 
these Sundays, there will not be traditional 
Sunday School for any ageτwe encourage 
you to attend with your family as we do 
some Faith Formation with all of the genera-
tions of our church! Re-Generation Sundays 
are going to be really important as we talk 
and learn about faith together.  

         Please attendτthis is not a Sunday  
άƻŦŦέ ŦǊƻƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΗ    
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Sunday Monday Tuesday 

          

  1 

6:00 AM Menõs Breakfast Bible Study (CR) 

9:00 AM Womenõs Bible Study (FR) 

12:00 PM Agape ChristCare (Jackõs) 

3:15-5:00 PM Campus Life MS 

6:00 PM Tuesdayõs Table at OLOL, Spicer 

6        

8:00 AM Traditional Worship 

9:30 AM  Sibley Park Worship with Communion 

 

 

7     LABOR  DAY  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Church Office Closed  

8 

6:00 AM Menõs Breakfast Bible Study (CR) 

9:00 AM Womenõs Bible Study (FR) 

12:00 PM Agape ChristCare (Jackõs) 

1:00-2:30 PM Staff Meeting 

3:15-5:00 PM Campus Life MS 

6:00 PM Tuesdayõs Table at Covenant Church 

6:00 PM Executive Committee Meeting (CR)  

13   RALLY  SUNDAY /FALL  SCHEDULE  BEGINS  

8:30 AM Traditional Worship 

9:30 AM  Rally Sunday Gathering (FH) 

10:45 AM Contemporary Worship 

 

4:00-6:00 PM Connect Kick-Off Event at Severtsonõs  

14 

 

10:00 AM -1:00 PM Staff 

Strategic Planning Meeting 

(FR) 

15 

6:00 AM Menõs Breakfast Bible Study (CR) 

7:00 AM -3:30 PM NL-S Respect Retreat (FH) 

9:00 AM Womenõs & Menõs Bible Studies 

12:00 PM Agape ChristCare (Jackõs) 

3:15-5:00 PM Campus Life MS 

6:00 PM Tuesdayõs Table at Faith, Spicer 

6:30 PM Church Council Meeting (CR) 

20  

8:30 AM Traditional Worship 

9:30 AM  First Day of Sunday School/Education Hour 

9:30 AM  Adult Forum (FH) 

10:45 AM Contemporary Worship 

3:30-6:00 PM Youth Golf Fundraiser 

21     

 

1:00-2:30 PM Staff Meeting 

 

22 

6:00 AM Menõs Breakfast Bible Study (CR) 

9:00 AM Womenõs & Menõs Bible Studies  

12:00 PM Agape ChristCare (Jackõs) 

3:15-5:00 PM Campus Life MS 

6:00 PM Tuesdayõs Table at Peace 

27 

8:30 AM Traditional Worship 

9:30 AM  Sunday School/Education Hour 

9:30 AM  Adult Forum (FH) 

10:45 AM Contemporary Worship 

 

28 

 

1:00-2:30 PM Staff Meeting 

 

4:00 PM Healing Hearts 

29 

6:00 AM Menõs Breakfast Bible Study (CR) 

9:00 AM Womenõs & Menõs Bible Studies  

12:00 PM Agape ChristCare (Jackõs) 

3:15-5:00 PM Campus Life MS 

6:00 PM Tuesdayõs Table at Faith, Spicer 
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

2     

 

 

6:00-6:45 PM Campfire Worship 

6:50-8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

3 

9:00 AM Christian Service Day Quilting (FH) 

12:00-1:30 PM NL-S Ministerial Meeting

(Living Word Church) 

 

4  

 

 

 

5 

 

9           

 

 

6:00-6:45 PM Wednesday Worship 

6:50-8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

7:00-8:30 PM Confirmation Guide Training 

Meeting 

10 

9:00 AM Legion Auxiliary Quilting (FH) 

9:30 AM -1:00 PM Lakeland Conference 

Pastorsõ Meeting 

1:00-7:00 PM Red Cross Bloodmobile (gym) 

 

7:00 PM Mission Committee Meeting (FR) 

 

11 

2:00 PM 

Christ Care 

Connect 

 

 

12 

 

9:30-11:30 AM P.I.E. 

(Prosper, Invest, Endow) 

Event (FH) 

 

16 

 

 

 

6:00-6:45 PM Wednesday Worship 

6:50-8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

6:50-8:15 PM Confirmation Kick-Off  

17   October Voice of Peace Deadline  

 

10:30 AM GlenOaks Holy Communion 

 

 

6:00 PM Cana Circle/Altar Guild meet at 

McKaleõs Restaurant  

18 

 

 

19 

9:00 AM -3:00 PM   

Community Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

23           FIRST DAY  OF AUTUMN  

3:10-5:00 PM Kidsõ Club (Grades: K-4, 5-6) 

5:00-6:00 PM Wednesday Meal 

6:00-6:45 PM Wednesday Worship 

6:50-8:00 PM Confirmation 

6:50-8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

7:00-8:30 PM Senior High R.O.C.  

24 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

2:00 PM 

Christ Care 

Connect 

26 

1:00-5:00 PM Open 

House Wedding     

Reception for Pastor 

Shannon & Bryson 

(Glacial Ridge Winery) 

6:00-8:00 PM Board 

Game Night (FH)  

sponsored               

by Connect 

30 

3:10-5:00 PM Kidsõ Club (Grades: K-4, 5-6) 

5:00-6:00 PM Wednesday Meal 

6:00-6:45 PM Wednesday Worship 

6:50-8:00 PM Confirmation 

6:50-8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

7:00-8:30 PM Senior High R.O.C.  

  

Every Wednesday (unless noted):  

9:00 AM òCreate Art Togetheró (FH) 

9:00-10:30 AM Coffee House Fiddlers 

Music Café (Youth Sanctuary) 

12:00 PM Bible Study in Willmar (YMCA) 

ROOM KEY: 
CR:    Conference Room 

FH:    Fellowship Hall 

FR:    Fireside Room 

MPR: Multipurpose Room 

YR:    Youth Room 

YS:    Youth Sanctuary 
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P.I.E.: A Recipe for Generosity 

By now you should all be aware that Peace has had to make some difficult decisions based on financial pressures. In short, 
×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÓÐÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÉÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÆÁÓÔ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ÅØÐÅÃÔ ×ÅȭÄ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒȤ
ence any time soon. To fix the problem, several staff positions were cut and a great re-tooling process began. Those actions 
have caused some people to think the worst: that the church is broke and sinking fast. Well, I assure you, that while the 
problem was real and the solution was absolutely necessary, none-the-less, God is good and our cup still overflows. 

Here are a few quick facts for you to consider:  

Our total income last year (all funds) was well over $800,000. Our 10-year average is close to $750,000 per year. And, 
we are growing again.  

Our mortgage just over 18 months ago was in excess of $1.2 million dollars. Today it is nearly under the $700,000 
mark.  

Our monthly mortgage payment has gone from over $9,000 per month to just over $4,000 per month.  

Every year, even years we finish in the black (that is, take in more money than we spend), we typically run at a deficit 
until about November or December. We usually bottom out (reach our deepest deficit) around the end of August with 
year-to-date expenses outpacing year-to-date income by somewhere between $30-$40,000 ($70,000 in 2009). When 
September hits, we begin climbing out of the hole again. As of the writing of this article, using unaudited numbers, our 
deficit is about $50,000 ɀ higher than the average year, but not unprecedented.  

When our latest transition is complete, we expect these changes to save the congregation as much as $65,000 per year.  

In short, our financial challenges are real and we have acted to correct a growing problem. We will continue to carefully 
monitor all expenses and income, but we are far from broke and sinking (most congregations would love to have this kind 
of income). Peace is financially on solid ground once again. The doors are open and the Gospel is being shared. Thanks be 
to God, our cup still overflows!  

A growing problem has developed among families. As they share estates and inheritancesτtheir as-
sets--from one generation to the next, families are breaking up!  Instead of celebrating the life of the 
person as a child of God, and praising God for what God has given them to manage (Ps 24)--ƻƴŜΩǎ 
identity, assets, and values to now share with the next generation--families are fighting!   

Perhaps you are part of such a family systemτor you know of one--where family members no longer 
speak to one another. Why? Because of the way assetsτthings like money, land, and homes as well 
as other assets like clocks, pie plates and other family treasures--were shared at the death of a loved 

one. Stories of greed and misunderstanding following the death of a loved one are told all too often by family members, 
nursing home chaplains and pastors. This is a sad ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛƴ your family!   

²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƭŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƴƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ 
brokenness and separation.  This is why άtL9 όtǊƻǎǇŜǊΦ LƴǾŜǎǘΦ 9ƴŘƻǿΦύΥ ! wŜŎƛǇŜ ŦƻǊ DŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅέ was de-
veloped. The Spirit has something to say, another Story to tell!  

άPIE: A Recipe for Generosity?έ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ {ȅƴƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9[/!Φ 
It offers an alternative way to approach this passing of assets based on story and values. When shared in 
this way, members of a family celebrate as assets are passed on to the next generation.  

On Saturday, September 12, 2015 from 9:30-ммΥол ŀΦƳΦ ŀ άtL9έ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ tŜŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴΦ   ¢ƘƻǎŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 
event will be served a free piece of pie by our Memorial Trust and Stewardship Committees while they listen to a brief and 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ άtL9Φέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ǘŀƭƪ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ 
how money and other assets from a biblical context.  

PIE is NOT a fundraiser or a sales pitch! ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻ άōŀƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǿƛǘŎƘέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊǎΦ 
¦ƴƭƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ bh¢ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΣ ǘǊǳǎǘ 
ŦǳƴŘΣ ƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ wŀǘƘŜǊΣ άtL9έ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ {ȅƴƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9[/! ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ƻǊ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦ άtL9έ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƎǊƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ 
and relationships within your family through this experience by telling powerful stories and using effective tools for planned 
ƎƛǾƛƴƎΦ άtL9έ ƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΦ  

Financial Snapshot: Our Cup Still  Overflows  
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hǳǊ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ ¢ƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ bŜǿǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƴŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ  
so that the Holy Spirit might free and equip us for joyful service in His Church and in the world. 

 

Attending: Martha Alsleben, Becky Arvila, Nick Goelz, Paul Larson, Nancy Nelson, Jon Ninneman, Kristen Pierce, Jared Voge 

Staff: Pastor Keith, Pastor Shannon 

Absent: Steve Bergeson, Pat Oss, Jill Blomker 

Refreshments & Devotions: Martha and Kristen 

Adopt Agenda: Martha made a motion to adopt agenda, Becky 2nd.  Motion carried. 

Minutes: Paul made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, Nick 2nd. Motion 
carried. 

        Special Electronic Meeting minutes from July 16, 2015:  Martha made a motion  
to approve special electronic minutes as presented, Nick 2nd. Motion carried. 

Old Business:  

Transition Plan: Pastor Keith and Pastor Shannon went through the transition plan with the council. 

aŀƴŘȅ {ŜǾŜǊǘǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ .Ǌȅǎƻƴ ²ŀŎƘǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
program from August 2015 to August 2016, when we hope a full time person will be in place. Jon made a motion to 
accept the transition plan as presented, with one amendment to part-time interim child and youth positions to a 
monthly stipend of $1722.00, Becky 2nd. Motion carried. 

In order to move forward with the transition plan, Nick made a motion to release Lori and Vonnie from their working 
responsibilities at Peace Lutheran Church July 24th, 2015, and to provide extended pay through August 2015, and to 
pay out any applicable benefits per personnel policy.  

Stewardship Committee Report: Sunday, October 4th will be the Fall Faith, Fellowship & Food Event. This will be a free will 
donation meal with fellowship. Paul made a motion to move forward with the Fall Faith, Fellowship & Food Event as rec-
ommended by the Stewardship Committee, Kristen 2nd. Motion carried. 

Accounting update: Becky gave the council an update. Everything is moving forward. 

New Business: 

bŀƴŎȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ /ƭŀǳŘƛŀΩǎ ǊŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎǊŜǘǎΣ aŀǊǘƘŀ нnd. Motion carried. 

Next Council Meeting: August 18, 2015. Devotions and Refreshments: Nancy and Jon. 

Adjournment:   Motion by Paul, second by Jon. Motion carried. Time: 8:45 p.m. 

¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 

Prayerfully submitted,  

Nancy Nelson Secretary 

 

Peace Lutheran Church Electronic Council Meeting Minutes  ς July 24, 2015 
hǳǊ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ ¢ƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ bŜǿǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƴŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ   WŜǎǳǎ 
Christ, so that the Holy Spirit might free and equip us for joyful service in His Church and in the world. 

 

Date: July 24, 2015 

The Question:  

Would the council be willing to change the end date for paid compensation and benefits to the pre-
Ǿƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нΣ нлмр ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ !ǳƎǳǎǘ омΣ нлмр ŀǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƳŜŜǘπ
ing?  

Voting were: Martha, Becky, Steve, Jill, Nick, Paul, Nancy, Jon, Pat, Kristen, Jared.  

Motion passed 7 to 4.  

Prayerfully submitted, 

Nancy Nelson, Secretary 

 Peace Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes ~ July 21, 2015 

  

 

 

 

September  

Judy Worth, Chm. 

Carolyn Agre 

Marie Bakke 

Sherry Bratsch 

Cheryl Danielson 

Cindy Lundberg 

Mary Peterson 

Deb Schwaegerl 

Sandra Vollan 
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 Peace in Mission                                              by Carol Roverud 

²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ tŜŀŎŜ ƛƴ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΚ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΗ  ¸ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ όbŜǿ [ƻƴŘƻƴκ

Spicer, Willmar, Bemidji), Jamaica and the Caribbean, Europe, Moldova, the Middle East, North Africa, South Africa and 

around the world (ELCA World Hunger, Operation Christmas Child, ELCA Disaster Response and more).  Donations in the 

white offering envelope support missions included in the congregational mission budget.  Donations in the yellow mission 

envelope go directly to the monthly Special Focus.  Your gifts touch lives in places most of us will never travel and in ways 

ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΗ  /ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ 

the mission bulletin board in the hallway near the Fellowship Hall to see where Peace is involved in mission! 

Our mission focus for the month of September is Bryan Blomker 

with Youth for Christ International. Donations to this ministry 

Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻΥ άaht ς .Ǌȅŀƴ .ƭƻƳƪŜǊ ¸C/LΦέ  ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ 

envelope you receive in the mail, drop a check in the offering 

plate, give online at www.peacenewlondon.com, or give electron-

ically using the QR code in the bulletin. Extra yellow mission enve-

lopes are available in the gathering space.  

Those Were the Days 
by Bryan Blomker  
 Driving my red and white Plymouth Duster (with a sun-
roof!) to the first day of my senior year (1977) what was I thinking 
about? Classes, teachers, friends, my girlfriend? Probably. My 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜΚ tƻǎǎƛōƭȅΦ DƻŘΣ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘΚ 
tŜǊƘŀǇǎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎƻ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭΦ .ŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ L ƪƴŜǿ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

 Those were the days. The days when faith was still fairly central to life, especially in rural Minnesota. But was I think-
ing about other people or other youth around the world? Concerned about their spiritual life? I really doubt it. 

 A lot has changed since then. God got a hold of me and turned my heart first to the young people in our own com-
munities and to young people worldwide. Though our kids might start school thinking about some of the same things we did 
when we were their ages, in our world today it is a real challenge for them to grow up hearing about and coming to follow 
Christ.  

That is where Youth for Christ International (YFCI) comes in and why I am so grateful you and Peace partner with us.  Cur-
rently YFCI is working with about 8 million young people personally and regularly in over 130 nations. 

Our focus is to raise up life-long followers of Jesus who lead their world through godliness in life-style, devotion to the Word 
of God and prayer, boldness in sharing the love of Christ and social involvement. Thank you for helping make that happen for 
young people likeτ 

- Sharika in Kenya who despite persecution from her family abandoned her Muslim background to follow Jesus. 

- Jose in Mexico who surrendered his life to Jesus at a YFC Camp some years ago and today is leading the outreach of YFC 
across all of the Americas. 

- Trent who grew up not far from hear, who in the midst of a rough home life and teenage troubles, received Christ through 
YFC and now serves Him by showing the love of Christ to street kids and prostitutes in the Amazon. 

These Are the Days 

  ²Ŝ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Řŀȅǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅǎΣέ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΥ 
ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ 

Despite the challenges of our age we have the grand opportunity to serve and love young people worldwide who so badly 
need to know the love of Jesus. You are doing that through YFCI! Thank you! As your partner on the Youth for Christ Interna-
tional staff I look forward to sharing more of what God is doing around the world through you.      

September Mission Focus: Youth for Christ International Bryan Blomker  

YFC loving kids everywhere--here in Nairobi, Kenya. 
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Habitat for Humanity 
ά/ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ IƻƳŜ wŜǇŀƛǊέ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
existing homeowners. The pilot project for this program was at 
tŜŀŎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ /ƻǊƛƴƴŜ {ƪƻƎŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ ! ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ άIŀōƛǘŀǘ 
aŀǎǘŜǊ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ IŀǊƭŜȅ 5ŀǾŜƴǇƻǊǘΣ wƻƴ {ŎƘƳƛǘȊΣ ²ŜǊπ
ner Reining, Duane Olson, Shel Groff, Ken Kruger, Buzz Bultheis, 
Jim Honzay, Gene Fenstra, and Ardell Marquardt  replaced 13 win-
dows and a door. A group of skilled Peace volunteers led by John 
άW.έ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ aŜǊƭŜ DƧŜǊŘŜΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ ŘŜŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
there had been a drop-off from a second-story door; while Joel 
Johnson used a skid steer to remove large rocks from the front of 
the Skogen home and level the dirt.  

Thank you to 
all of the Habitat builders (named above) and these Peace volunteers: 
John  Anderson, Jim Van de Riet, Joel Johnson, Merle Gjerde, Bob Mon-
son, and Don Anderson for their time and effort on this project. 

The cost of the project (supplies) was more than anticipated because 
more windows were replaced than originally planned.  The total cost of 
the project was $7,000. A $2,500 grant has been received from Thrivent 
Financial, and Peace Mission donations will be used to cover the rest of 
the supplies. A down payment of $1,000 has been made to Habitat. As 
with other Habitat projects, the homeowner was required to put in 
ǎƻƳŜ άǎǿŜŀǘ Ŝǉǳƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ-year 
period which will help other Habitat builds. We will need to raise the 
ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ϷоΣрлл ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ 5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ άaht-
Iŀōƛǘŀǘέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛƭƭΦ 

Operation Christmas Child 
LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ƘƛƭŘ ǎƘƻŜ ōƻȄΦ  .ƻȄŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ 
Peace in mid-October.  If you need a box before then, please call Carol Roverud at 796-соорΦ  {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΩǎ 
Purse, the organization that sponsors this mission project, suggests using the provided boxes because they 
are easier to pack in the shipping containers that go overseas.  Also, the equally-sized boxes make for a 
fairer distribution. 

Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes may contain hygiene items, school supplies, toys and more, but they are not a human-
itarian project.  Instead, they are an evangelism tool, enabling local church in the country where they are delivered to offer 
the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Along with the shoe box, children receive a book about Jesus in their own language.  They 
are also offered a 12-ƭŜǎǎƻƴ άŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
faith with others.  Packing one or more shoe boxes is a great project for families, grandparents and grandchildren, Bible 
Study groups ς or even as a birthday party activity.  Pick up a flyer at the Information Desk in the gathering space to get all 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  .ƻȄŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘǳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ tŜŀŎŜ ōȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ bƻǾΦ ннΦ  [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ млс ōƻȄŜǎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ Ŏŀn 
beat that count this year! 

Family Promise 
CŀƳƛƭȅ tǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ άŘƻ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴέ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ tŜŀŎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ 
volunteers from Faith Lutheran to help Faith house homeless families four times a year. A maximum of five families (or total 
ƻŦ мп ǇŜƻǇƭŜύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΦ CŀƛǘƘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нт ǘƻ hŎǘΦ пΦ   

How can you be involved? Volunteer opportunities include: making and serving dinner, helping with cleanup, being an even-
ing host (visit with guests, help with homework, occasionally plan an activity), being an overnight host (sleep at Faith in a 
separate room), making and serving a light breakfast, packing bag lunches, being a van driver (deliver guests to the Day Cen-
ter in Willmar), helping to set up and take down beds or laundering bedding at the end of the week. 

If you are interested in helping with this program ς or if you think you might be interested, plan to attend the training ses-
sion on Thursday, September 3 from 6:30 ς 8:30 pm at Faith.  All volunteers who work with guests will need to attend.  
Please sign up on the board in the gathering space. Call Carol Roverud if you have questions (796-6335). Also, if you have a 
heart for homeless families and would like to be the Peace contact for our commitment to Faith/Family Promise, please let 
Carol know.  

Habitat Master Builders replaced windows as part of the 
ÎÅ× (ÁÂÉÔÁÔ Ȱ#ÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ (ÏÍÅ 2ÅÐÁÉÒȱ ÐÉÌÏÔ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȢ 

A group of skilled Peace volunteers built a deck and 
steps at the back of the Skogen home. 


