The Parish Internet
Our Saviour’s & St. Paul’s
Lutheran Parish, ELCA
Worship Schedule

Our Saviour’s Worship 8:30 am
St. Paul’s Worship 10:15 am

“What the

caterpillar
calls the end of the world

the master calls

a

butterfly.”
Richard Bach
American Author

Our mission is to share the love of Christ
with each other, our community,
and the world.
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Rev. Nancy Amacher
Pastor Amacher will preach
June 19 though July 10 at OSSP.
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From the Pastor’s Study
Daring Greatly
In Scripture, God is always calling people to try new things
or dare greatly. Here are a few examples from the Old Testament:
To Abraham and Sarah God said, “Go from your country and your
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.
(Genesis 12) At 75 years, he uproots everyone and takes off. Naomi is desolate - her husband and sons have died. She has no income, no hope, and bitterness. It seems that God has punished or
abandoned her. Who goes with her? Her daughter- in-law Ruth.
Ruth refuses to go back home to her family - instead clings to Naomi. Through their relationship, Ruth marries Boaz and bears a son
named Obed, who will have a son named Jesse and his son will be
DAVID - KING David!
A few more examples from the New Testament: Mary
(mother of Jesus) (biggest leap in human history of Daring Greatly
- birth the Savior of the WORLD! ) "Hey you, Jesus says, James,
John, Peter, Andrew follow me!" Jesus says. So Peter left his wife
and BUSINESS and followed Jesus to the cross, through the grave
to a leader of Christ's Church. In a vision Peter is told to not disregard what God has called Sacred! Clearly God shows Peter that
"Gentiles, unclean people are sacred?!" Peter couldn't believe it
however, in faith he goes to a new place and meets a different
group of people. He brings the good news to the Gentiles, witnesses
the Holy Spirit descend upon them and Peter baptizes them.
Since the Bible is filled with powerful stories of ordinary
people, daring greatly for the good news, are we any different today? Isn't daring greatly -- what faith is all about?
Reflect on these quotes: "Faith is a place of mystery, where
we find the courage to believe in what we cannot see and the
strength to let go of our uncertainty." (Brene Brown) Christopher
Columbus – “You can never cross the ocean until you have the
courage to lose sight of the shore.” Andrew Murray – “Faith expects from God what is beyond all expectation.” Joni Erickson
Tada – “Faith isn’t the ability to believe long and far into the misty
future. It’s simply taking God at His Word and taking the next
step.” Elizabeth Gilbert – “Faith is walking face-first and fullspeed into the dark.” Martin Luther King, Jr – “Faith is taking
the first step even when you don’t see the whole staircase."
What I know for sure - Change is living. Christ is always
with us. Nothing can ever separate us from God's love.
Peace,
Pastor Kris
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Parish News

Website Sponsors - Thank you Jill Pinter for sponsoring the
osspelca.org website in May in memory of her
father John Strassburger.
If you would like to sponsor the website for 2017,
contact the parish office.
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Parish News

Members of this team include: Marin Nernberger,
Jerry Cypher, Teresa Gretzinger, and Karen Frosch.
For more information or to get involved, contact
anyone in the group.
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Parish News
Living Lutheran
Beginning with its April issue, The Lutheran magazine is now called Living Lutheran
and has a new corresponding website,
www.livinglutheran.org. Our new name,
Living Lutheran, signifies this church’s living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
The magazine began in 1896 as The Lutheran Observe. In 1930 the name was changed
to "The Lutheran Messenger" and in 1952 to
"The Lutheran" until April 2016.
Living Lutheran, the new magazine of the ELCA, offers news and
stories that illuminate Christ's presence in the world. Subscribe to
the new Living Lutheran and save 25% off the cover price. 12
issues are just $14.95. This offer is valid March 31 – June 30.
After June 30, the price for 1 year will be $19.95. To subscribe
call 800-328-4648 or go online to www.livinglutheran.org.
St. Paul’s Brat Fry dates:

June 10 & 24; July 8 & 22; August 5 & 19
Off HWY 29, take the Curtiss exit
and go north to the Lions Brat stand. Thank you.

Thrivent Choice Program
The Thrivent Choice® program is a charitable grant program that
allows members to designate where Thrivent Financial distributes
a portion of its charitable grant funds each year.
Thank you to the members from St. Paul’s and Our Saviour’s
who donate their “Choice Dollars” to our churches.
If you have any questions Thrivent Choice in general, or if you
have updated bank, email or other contact information, please call
1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, say, "Thrivent Choice" or
email us at mail@thrivent.com.
Do you have a Facebook page? Remember to LIKE Thrivent Financial on Facebook by visiting www.thrivent.com/facebook and
6encourage your friends and fans to do the same!

Parish News
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Our Saviour’s News
Our Saviour’s Council Meeting – May 19, 2016
President, Ed Rowe, called the meeting to order. In attendance were
Paula Stroinski, Kurt Staab, Dorothy Pagel, Jerry Cypher, Amy Ketterhagen, Brenda Nernberger and Carol Lekies. The meeting opened
with our mission statement followed by a discussion in regard to Pastor Kris leaving. This time of change is scary for both Pastor Kris and
the congregation, but we understand that God will provide and we will
be ok. The council supports her decision to leave, wishes her the best,
but is saddened to see her go.
Kurt made a motion to approve the minutes of the April meeting.
Paula 2nd/passed.
Pastor Kris sought council approval for seven confirmation students
from Our Saviour’s on June 5. Youth being confirmed are Taylor Bryant, Zachary Kawa, Makayla Backer, Brendan Borman, Daniel Erickson, Megan Becker and Dylan Weiler. Ed made a motion to approve
the class and Dorothy 2nd/passed.

The parish secretary gave her monthly report. Carol reported that as
of September 2016 our website will no longer be available unless we
upgrade to a new version of website builder. GoDaddy, our website
host, is retiring our version of website builder. Ed made a motion to
table a decision on the website until next month. Paula 2nd/passed.
Before the next meeting, Amy and Brenda volunteered to research
how to best do the upgrade.
Co-Mission Reports
Agape: J er r y shar ed plans for a new outr each gr oup, Community Mission With Jesus. An informative presentation will be held
June 20 at 7 pm at the Centennial Community Center in Stetsonville.
Volunteers and donations will be needed.
Education & Youth: Sunday School is done for the summer. The co-mission plans to meet with parents. Teachers are needed.
The summer camp policy was discussed.
Finance: The depositing pr ocess was r eviewed.
Property: Kur t r epor ted the r emodeling pr oject is on
schedule. As of May 19, the memorial fund has paid $7500.00 toward
the project. Upon completion, the estimated total is $11,000-12,000.
Ed commended Kurt for his hard work and the excellent job he has
done coordinating this project. Parking lot: prior to paving, the soft
spot on the east side in front of the steps will be dug out and replaced
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Our Saviour’s News
with gravel. Paving will be done soon. The old steps
were removed from the back of the church. This fall, insulating
and renovating the west wall and replacing the carpeting in the
sanctuary are being considered. The need for a new roof was
noted.
WELCA: Ther e will be no Honor s Sunday. Women
will prepare bars for Confirmation on June 5 reported Dorothy.
Worship: The council decided to have the “Blessing
of the Sanctuary” on Sunday May, 29.
Tresurer’s Reports
The Our Saviour’s and Joint reports were reviewed. Paula made
a motion to accept the reports. Kurt 2nd/passed.
Ed and Pastor Kris briefly reviewed the exit and call processes.
Rev. Greg Kaufmann, assistant to the bishop, will meet with
council representatives from Our Saviour’s & St. Paul’s on June
1 at St. Paul’s.
Ed made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Kurt 2nd. Meeting
adjourned.
Submitted by Carol Lekies,
acting secretary

Confirmation Pictures
Wed., June 1 @ 6 pm
@ Our Saviour’s
Baptism On Sunday May 1 Adelita Rose Ulrich
was baptized at Our Saviour’s. She is the daughter
of Joshua & Nicole (nee Beyer) Ulrich of Austin,
TX. Adelita was born March 12 in Texas. Her
sponsors are Heidi Stuttgen and Craig Stuttgen. Grandparents
are Carol & Dan Beyer of Holway. Congratulations on the birth
of Adelita. May this day be forever in your hearts when Adelita
was welcomed into the House of the Lord.
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Our Saviour’s News
7 to be confirmed @ OS on June 5
This is the first class of 8th grade confirmation students!
(Previously, youth were 10th grade). These youth come from
school by bus or by their parents right after school. This works easily for the Medford students. Students who go to another school,
for example Owen-Withee, rely on the support of their parents
driving them to the church and often miss the first 30 minutes of
class. Please enjoy these Faith Statements from our young people.
Pastor Kris

Faith Statements
It is my belief that God sacrificed his son, Jesus, on the
cross to forgive our sins so that we can go to heaven. He did this
because he loves us.
Baptism is one of the most important parts of having a relationship with God, but the relationship must be strengthened
throughout a person's life. I believe that this relationship is grown
by caring for others and spreading God's love. These acts are similar to the way that Jesus cared for others in his time on Earth.
To me the Holy Spirit is the messenger of God that reveals
the truth and helps people. These are shown in the Bible in the story from Acts 2 where the believers are able to talk to the other Jews
that were from all over the world in their own native tongues
through the Spirit, and when Jesus was baptized in John 1:33 the
truth was revealed to John that he is the Son of God because the
Spirit descended on him. Brendan Borman
I believe that God created the world and all the creatures
that live on it. I am thankful that God created trees, lakes and all
that is outdoors. I believe that God created the world as we read in
Genesis chapters 1 and 2.
I also believe that Jesus is always there for you. In the Bible
we read in Luke 17:11 the story of the ten lepers. It is about when
Jesus was between Samaria and Galilee. He came upon 10 hurting
people he told to see the priest. On the way they were made clean.
Nine of them went home and one came back to thank Jesus. It is
important to offer thanks because an attitude of gratitude is much
better in our relationship with God. I believe that Jesus is someone
who is always there for you. Dylan Weiler
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Our Saviour’ News
Have you ever wondered what drives us, people, to do
what we do? Some people are calm and slow going, others are
crazy and fast-paced. I believe no matter what you are like, God
loves us, people, all of us, no matter what we may have done.
God had loved us so much that he had given his only son,
his only son, to die for us on a cross. That would be like your coffee machine breaking and you weren't able to get another one;
wouldn't it be hard for you to go through your day, still tired?
God shows us the path when we are off course and need
guidance. He shields us from all of the evil that tries to tempt us to
do wrong; and the shield that He puts around us is stronger than
anything imaginable, and that shield... that shield is made of his
love which keeps him close to us.
There is a sophomore in my school, his name is Will
Maki, everybody that has heard of Will knows that he has had
cancer. Will had cancer in his left leg, so they had to take it off.
With the support of everyone around him, he had made it through
the surgery. But I believe what really kept him safe was God's
love, protecting him and seeing him through the entire way. So
Bible
camp
Will and everybody in need will be forever with
God
and his love.
Daniel Erickson
I believe that God created the earth, heaven, and people.
God loves everyone including me and my family. As it is written
in Deuteronomy 6:4-5, God is our only God and to Love the Lord
your God with all your heart, soul and strength. I will always love
him.
In the Bible, we read that Jesus said be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as Christ forgives you. When Peter came to Jesus and asked "Lord, how many
times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me?” Jesus
answered," I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.”
Matthew 18:21-22. This passage from Matthew shows the importance of forgiveness.
As we read in Psalm 32:8, I believe God will guide me
into the right path for my life and forgive my sins. I believe God
died on the cross for our sins and will take me to heaven when I
die. Makayla Becker

Confirmation Pictures Wed., June 1
@ 6 pm @ Our Saviour’s
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Our Saviour’s News
This is what I believe about God and what I can do as a
child of God to reflect God's love. I believe that God created the
universe. I believe that Jesus died on the cross for us. I believe that
Jesus forgives people when they sin and I believe that Jesus loves
everyone even when they do wrong.
This is what I can do as a child of God. I can pray every
day and be faithful. I can go to church. I can talk to God if I need
help, and I can also share the Love of Christ with others. As a child
of God, I will be honest. I will be a good friend, and work hard at
school. I am thankful for everything God does for me.
Megan Becker
Taylor Bryant and Zachary Kawa’s faith statements will
be printed in the July newsletter.

Meeting called to order May 4, 2016
at 7:30 by Echo with 9 ladies.
Purpose statement read by Marian.
Secretary and Treasurer reports read and approved.
Thank yous were passed around: Jane Meschefske family. Cathy
Retzer’s – meals in a backpack, Chequamegon Conference board.
Old Business: Spring Rally. 24 people, went very well.
Convention Report – Very well.
No Honor’s Sunday this year.
Gift bags out for cards for Confirmands.
Ladies will bake for June 5, confirmation Sunday.
Synod Assembly, Eau Claire, just one day this year.
Vacation Bible School – August 1
Next meeting June 1. Darlene has the program. Gwenith lunch.
My term as secretary is up. Anybody PLEASE, would like the job.
Nine times a year for 2 hours at most.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer and offering.
Submitted by Dorothy Pagel, Secretary
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Our Saviour’s News

Collecting items needed for layettes June 1—Sept 1
Receiving blankets
Sleepers or gowns
Cloth diapers (no prefolded).
Need flannel material or sheets to make diapers.
Sweaters size 2 or smaller with caps or hoods.
Bar Soap in its original wrapping (Ivory preferred)
Diaper Pins (safety)
Baby socks.
Gently used, clean items can be substituted for new ones. Any
donations given to these projects are greatly appreciated. Even if
you can’t fill an entire kit, your contributions will be used.

Clothes for Mexico
June 1—Sept 1
We will also be collecting winter items for the vets. Coats,
vests, (used or new), new winter socks, long underwear, mittens,
caps & scarves. All clothes should be clean and in good repair
with zippers that work. Thank you, Carole Jari Stewardship
WELCA

Thank you
The new shrubs at Our Saviour’s
on each side of the north door
were donated and planted by

Warren & Nancy Behling.

This is a welcome addition
to the north entrance of the church.
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Our Saviour’s Financial Report
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St. Paul’s Council Minutes
St. Paul’s Council Meeting Minutes – May 12, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 7pm with our Mission Statement. Present were Pastor Kris, Lila Meske, Roxy Tranberg, Michelle Albrecht, Jenny Jakel and Ed Rowe, President of Our Saviour’s council. The
30 day goal of a letter to inactive members and the 90 day goal of inactive
outreach and Wednesday evening services were reviewed. Lila stated the
Wednesday evening services are now being listed in the papers.
The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed. Lila
moved to approve, Roxy seconded. Motion carried. Pastor’s leadership
report included her announcement that she has accepted a call to St. Timothy ELCA in Grand Island, NY. Discussion ensued regarding her departure with her last day being June 12, 2016 and sending a letter to inform
parish members. The Parish Secretary report included options regarding
upgrading the parish website. Michelle moved to approve paying GoDaddy $299.99 to upgrade the site. Roxy seconded, motion carried. Ed Rowe
then left the meeting.
Co-mission reports included:
Agape: Jenny has been in contact with the Clark County Aging and
Disability Resource Center regarding the Mercy Fund (formerly
John’s Place money) we have available. They stated they have no
need now but appreciate knowing about our services as needs in
our area do arise.
Education & Youth: Pastor stated that someone would continue leading
the Aging in God’s Grace Bible Study after her departure. Lila
mentioned the Trust Fund would provide assistance for fees associated with joint VBS at Our Saviour’s. Jenny has someone assisting
with translation of the poster into Spanish.
Finance: the Brat Fry schedule has been established and a chart for
helpers created. Lila and Michelle reported on the audit of church
accounts stating all are in good order.
Property: cleaning and outdoor projects were put on hold for better
weather. Some work will be done by individuals as time permits.
The placement of St. Paul’s road sign has not been determined yet.
Worship: A brief discussion was held regarding the proposed Wednesday evening services now that we are aware of Pastor’s pending
departure. It was decided to hold the June 8th service to see what
kind of attendance we get.
The Treasurer’s report was presented with notation that the insurance cost
will increase $44/quarter. No Joint Treasurer’s report was available.
Lila moved to approve all co-mission and Treasurer’s reports as
presented. Michelle seconded, motion carried.
The overall meeting rating was one of sadness at the news of Pastor Kris leaving. The next meeting will be June 9th.
Submitted by Jenny Jakel, acting Secretary
(minutes provisional until approved)

15

St. Paul’s News
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Congratulations
Graduating
Seniors
On Sunday, May 15 St.
Paul’s honored Amber
Hederer and Kyle Bakke,
graduating seniors, each
with a quilt.
Amber will graduate from the Abbotsford High School as valedictorian in her class. This fall she plans to attend the University of
Wisconsin, Stevens Point. Presently, she has not declared a major.
Kyle will graduate from the Owen/Withee High School. He plans
to go to Mid-state Technical College in Marshfield and study farm
operations

St. Paul’s is proud of your accomplishments.
Congratulations on your graduation. Sending
blessings and prayers for you both and for your
next adventures.
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St. Paul’s News
HAVE YOU NOTICED THE NEW LOOK OF
"THE LUTHERAN"?
The Lutheran has been renamed, "Living Lutheran" in
your April and May issues. The magazine began in 1896 as
The Lutheran Observe. In 1930 the name was changed to
"The Lutheran Messenger" and in 1952 to "The Lutheran"
until April 2016.
For more information about this change, see the article written in the April issue on page 32. Living Lutheran is
provided for you from St. Paul's Trust Fund.
Submitted by: Lila Meske, Pres. of SP Trust Fund

Help Wanted for

Brat fry fundraisers beginning in June.
The Curtiss Lion’s Club has graciously offered St. Paul’s the
use of their Brat Fry stand again this summer.
Brat fry dates are:

Fridays—June 10 and June 24
Fridays—July 8 and July 22
Friday—August 5 & 19

Contact Stephi or Lila to help. Thank you.

St. Paul’s Counters
Week of June 5
Marliss Collinson, Jill Pinter, Lila Meske

Weeks of June 12 & 19

Michelle Albrecht, Bob May, Lila Meske

Weeks of June 26

LaVerna Marcott, Sherry Krueger, Sharon Brecke
Thank you. Your help is appreciated.
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St. Paul’s Financial Report

Submitted by Roxy Tranberg Treasurer

St. Paul’s Record of Giving For April
$1249.00 needed/week
Date
3-May-16
8-May-16
15-May-16
22-May-16
29-May-16
18

Offering
$602.00
$245.00
$1,318.00
$589.00
Unavailable @ printing

April Joint Financial Report

Submitted by Amy Ketterhagen, Joint Treasurer
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Next issue: July 2016
Deadline: June 24, 2016
Submit News to: carol.ossp@ceas.coop

Parish Secretary: Carol Lekies; Home: 715-785-7362
Email: carol.ossp@ceas.coop; carol_lekies@yahoo.com
Organist: Donna Schmidt , Home: 715-644-2022

Facebook: Our Saviour’s and St. Paul’s ELCA
Parish Office: 715-785-7975
Website: osspelca.org

Our Saviour’s and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, ELCA
Mailing address: W7809 Apple Ave., Medford, WI 54451
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Our mission is to share the love of Christ
with each other, our community, and the world.

ST. PAUL’S & OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN PARISH, ELCA
1131 MERIDIAN STREET
CURTISS, WI 54422
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