This past Christmas, 


I dabbled with the iMovie preview themes 



to make a video for our nephew, 



my dad, 



and my brother in-law 


to come fishing with us this summer.  

It must of worked, 


because they are all coming.  

There are a number of movie preview templates to choose from: 


action, 


adventure, 


blockbuster, 


spy, romantic comedy, superhero, 


teen, scary, and swashbuckler to name a few.  

We went with swashbuckler 


to play off the cute boating and fishing footage we had 



from the high seas between here and Haines.

As I was reading through chapter 23, 


I realized that it would be hard to place this chapter 



under only one genre for a movie.  


It would actually make a really great movie all in itself.  

For we begin in a courtroom drama, 


with scenes that would compare to a “Few Good Men” occurring.  



“You want the truth?  




You can't handle the truth!”  


I don't know if Tom Cruz and Robert Deniro could fully embody 



Paul and the high priests exchange?  


I would assume Tom Cruz would get the, 


“God will strike you, 




you whitewashed wall! 



You sit there to judge me according to the law, 




yet you yourself violate the law 





by commanding that I be struck!” 

4 Those who were standing near Paul said, 



“You dare to insult God’s high priest?” 

5 Paul replied, 



“Brothers, 




I did not realize that he was the high priest; 



for it is written: ‘




Do not speak evil about the ruler of your people.’” 

By verse 10, 


the violence reappears



and we suddenly turn to a conspiracy/assassination, 



mafia type movie.  


Men taking vows before the high priests, 



being willing to risk their lives until Paul is dead.  


A nephew hearing of it, 



reporting it to Paul in custody, 




and saving his life.

Before our popcorn is empty, 


we find ourselves whisked away on a great jailbreak, 


endurance adventure 



that means death if the mission is not accomplished.  

So which way do you go as the director of the film?  


Courtroom, 


conspiracy, 


or rescue?

We don't need to make a decision today.  


We just need to be aware 



that life with God will keep us on our toes.  

That just because it looked like it might be a prison movie yesterday, 


we need to be ready for it to change, 



because God is at work in our life.  


What our life is going to be 



is not settled until the final curtain call.

This is especially true, 


when we keep the gospel at the center of our lives.  

Without the gospel, 


none of these three movies happen.  

The underlying question is, 


“Why are the Jews so upset with Paul?”  


That is what the commander wants to know.  



It is the question that will carry us to Rome.  

The reason Paul survived any of this, 


was exactly because he kept the gospel at the center of his life 


and the discussions concerning his life.

We see this first in the pre examination before the Sanhedrin.  


It is not a full trial.  


It is an initiatory gathering of the facts.  

Which is why it plays out as more of an interrogation 


than a trial.  

Paul makes a statement of being true to his duty to God.  


The slap is to get Paul to talk, 



a little violence loosens up the tongue.  


Paul's awareness of who the high priest is at this point is questionable.  



It has been 20 years since he last met the priest 




and it changed sometimes yearly due to political influence.  

Paul has unkind words for the man who just ordered him slapped.  


The painted wall remark is calling him a hypocrite.  



The paint makes the wall look in good shape, 




but it is crumbling with out the paint holding it in place.

When Paul finds out that it is the high priest, 


he knows that he is in violation of Exodus 22:28, 



cursing the ruler of his people.  

So he walks that incredibly hard line as a follower of Jesus, 


in honoring the office, 



but holding the person holding office to account 




to behave as the office proclaims.  

So Paul repents 


and the way forward has been made clear.  

We need to take heed of verse 1 that says, 


“Paul looked at the Sanhedrin.”  

When the gospels say that the Spirit will give you the words to speak 


before governors and kings, 

a large part of that is in reading the room.  

There is the truth, 


that should 


and eventually does free Paul 



a couple thousand miles from here.  

But after his opening statement, 


it is clear to Paul 



that the truth is not going to carry this crowd.  

But he is aware that there is a piece of the truth 


that will get him out of this kangaroo court.  

That is the hope of the resurrection.  


He can see that half are for 


and half are against.  

Again, 


Paul reads his audience 


and does not go as far as 



Jesus Christ has already been resurrected from the dead.  


That would get lost in the theology.  

But there is a room where 


half does not even believe that resurrection will ever happen.  



If they are right, 




everything else that Paul has been proclaiming is false.  


But half do believe in a resurrection.  

In choosing this as the topic to be debated, 


Paul has done more than divide the room, 

he causes the Romans to hear this as in internal strife 


that is not a concern of theirs.  

Their priority now becomes, 


how do we keep our Roman citizen safe?  

If Paul would have launched into a full discussion 


of Jesus death and resurrection, 


at some point, 



the word “King” are going to come out 



and in the Roman world, 




there is no king but Caesar.  

Thinking through where we overlap with others in conversation 


and where we are going to divide 



is crucial.

The Roman Commander comes into to help Paul get out alive.  


That night, 



again after being in a trial, 


a word from the Lord comes to Paul, 



that tells of Rome as the destination, 


then a threat to Paul's life appears.  

A plot is hatched with 40+ people in on it, 


plus the Sanhedrin aware of it 


and not trying to stop it, 



but actually helping set it into motion.  

N.T. Wright counters those who find Paul's nephew hearing of it as a stretch.  

Skagway should not be a stretch to imagine this happening either.  


When people travel by foot, 



instead of isolated in cars, 




word does not take long to spread.  

A person is late to work, 


and questions are raised.  

Dad is not eating, 


children ask why?  



They then go tell there friends what they heard 




and information is put together quickly, 



because the normal routine is not happening.  

How long does it take to find out 


a celebrity is in town?  

An unusual plane or boat in the harbor, 


people are researching the id numbers on their phones.  

They are not off the boat 


and the town is already talking.  

This information reaches Paul's family, 


living in Jerusalem 



and they contact Paul.

This sets in place a great rescue operation.   

Rome does not mess around 


and sends a full calvary under the cover of darkness 



to make the transfer of Paul safely.  

Again, 


a Roman citizen being killed 


while under the care of a Roman army 



is a career ender.  


So nothing was spared.  



This included the full truth.  

It is sacrificed 


under the guise of a career.  

There is a great liberty of the facts that occurs 


in the commander's letter to the governor.  



The order of how things happened is moveable.  



Self-incriminating details are left out.  

Instead, there is a portrait of a hard working and worthy commander painted.  


This is not highlighted as something you should copy, 



but to show how human nature is consistent through the millenia.

The part that will probably drive many of you mad for the next 5 chapters is, 


that Paul has done nothing that is worthy of death or imprisonment.  

Yet he will continue under guard 


for the rest of the story.  

Verse 29 states, 


“there was no charge against him 



that deserved death or imprisonment.”  

Yet he was just escorted by barely less than 500 Roman soldiers 


the 75 miles to Caesarea. 

He is under guard in Herod's palace there.  

He is awaiting his accusers to come 


and make their case against him again.  

Why?  

What good is this doing?

Some of the benefits 


we will hear about in the coming weeks. 

But the fullness of Paul's suffering for the Gospel 


and promotion of Jesus' good news will never fully be understood.  

But in case you missed it, 


in being faithful to God, 

Paul has now walked into a city 


that was fully against him, 


letting false rumors build blood lust against him.  

He has been ambushed once, 


escaped, 

set up for a second ambush, 


and instead 



rode out of the city under the care of the Roman Empire.  

He has also been given a new 


and clear calling by Jesus himself.  



“Take courage! 




As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, 




so you must also testify in Rome.” 

He is on his way to Rome 


and will be there sooner 



if it were not for sinful human nature thinking it knows better than God 



or trying to get something out of his trials.

God will make the way clear 


and provide for a way for all this to happen.  

We just have to remember that it is not always smooth sailing, 


no matter that the preview told us.  



Trials will come, 



hurdles will be overcome, 


but the way is forward 



under God's timing.
