Giant Millipede

The giant millipede Ives in burrows ]
in the rainforest floor in Alfrica. .
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the Amazon raisforest. Comtric-
tors kill their prey by squeezieg It 1o
out off its ar. They swallow their
prey whole! It can take wp o 40
Gays fo¢ this snake 10 digest ove big meal Anacondas eat
frogs, toads, binds, caiman, pigs, and deer. They are the
Only ankmals that prey on jaguaes! Anacondas are good
swimmen—that's what their name meam. They spend
mest of thew time hadirg of swimmang » vow watens, but
they can abio climb trees. They are 20 feet long.

-

It purrs, and it roars.
You can hear it from far away.

stard up since their roots can't cathe
low 0t g
s ed Eyed Tree Frog

rest frogs with the scarket eyes are mainly
ntral America. Thew red eyes warn predators

on the slippery substance, and fall into &
fiquid at the bottom of the leaf which
traps, and dgests, them. These plants

grow like 2 vine and can climb 30 feet up 3
tree’s trunk. Some really large pitcher
lants trap small mammals and regtiles!

! During the day, these tree frogs haeg un-
derneath leaves, using the tiny “suction cups” on their
toes 10 kiep them secure, 50 their beightly colored bodies
are safely cut of sight. Many of the animals that feed on
this frog hunt at night. They are
startied by the frog’s bright cob-
ors, giving It time to hop away.
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A Rainforest Rendezvous:

Museum Display Cards:
Sample

These Museum Display cards are patterned after the information presented in museums to explain displayed items. They present informa-
tion about some of the plants and animals that live in the rainforests. The sets are color coded so you can use multiple reading levels in the

same classroom, and easily sort them when you are finished (see the colored bar above, and the dots on the bottom corner of each card).
You can:

¢ mount the cards on your classroom wall,

¢ place them in a pile on a center table for students to leaf through,

¢ bind them into a reference book,

¢ or use them with the whole class, one at a time, to introduce a new topic of study.

The cards can be used to introduce, teach, and reinforce

a variety of language arts skills such as sentences, paragraphs, use of periods, commas, capitals, and exclamation marks,
reading skills,

writing skills,

information on specific rainforest plants and animals,

museum skills.

They may also be used as a model to help students create their own display cards which you may add to your museum collection for future
classes to enjoy. (A Microsoft Word® Template is included so that students may publish their own work in a matching format.)

Preparation:

1. Run off the cards you wish to use on photo paper (for best results), cover stock, tag, or heavy white drawing paper.
2. Laminate.

3. Cutapart.

4. Place in your museum or classroom center.
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Tiger

A tiger is a big, wild cat.
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Lianas

Lianas (lee AH nuhz) are vines with
woody stems that grow in the shallow
ground of the rainforest. They grab

onto trees with tendrils that wrap

around the tree trunks. They can

climb up the trees to the top of the canopy where they get
ap around many trees in the
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Blue MOrphO q - i they are epiphytes (they have air roots),

The wings of the blue morpho i . : but they grow in soil on the ground in

(MORE foh) butterfly are blue on FES. » ad temperate rainforests. Orchids have tiny

seeds, shaped like balloons. The wind
carries the seeds easily. Wher-
ever the seeds fall—on trees or
on the ground—they make new
plants with very strong roots.
You can find orchids growing
like weeds along the road in

tropical places!

the top and brown on the bottom.
The bottom wings look like they
have eyes on them. This is to
scare predators

away. These butterflies live in all the

layers of the rainforests of central

America. When they are caterpillars

they eat leaves. The adult butterflies

sip nectar from rotting fruit and decay-

ing animals through a long mouth part

called a proboscis (proh BOS kis) .
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Epiphytes
Epiphytes are plants that don’t need soil to grow. They
have thick, absorbing roots that are able to pull moisture
and nutrients out of the rain and air. They are sometimes
called “air roots”. Because there is so little light on the
plants grow on the canopy trees,
B Li8 . hre able to get needed
Livingstone’s Fruit Bat [furaparound the tree’s
Livingstone’s fruit bats are one of the larg-
est of the bat species, and the most endan-
gered. They are only found on two islands
off the east coast of Africa, the Comoros.
They have a wing span of 4-5 feet! Fruit
bats are often called “flying foxes” because
of the shape of their nose and their red-
dish fur. During the day, they roost in the
tops of the canopy trees. When dusk
comes, they fly off in search of trees filled
with fruit. They JEE

and nectar all night, returning

Carnivorous Plants

Plants usually get their food from the soil, but in the rain-
forest, where the soil is thin, there aren’t many nutrients.
Carnivorous plants have solved this problem by finding a
way to get their nutrients from animals. The leaves of the
pitcher plant form a round, hollow cup. The edge of the
. “lpery nectar. In-

ktar’s smell, land

Poison Dart Frogs

Brilliantly colored frogs are found
in the rainforests of Central and
South America, and Hawaii. Their
bright colors scare enemies. Their
skin contains toxins, although only
3 kinds are deadly to humans. Na-
tive people put the toxins on the tips of their arrows and

Goliath Birdeater

Giant Millipede

The giant millipede lives in burrows

in the rainforest floor in Africa.

They are also found under rocks,

and on shrubs. They can smell and

taste with every part of their body!

The giant millipede grows to 15 inches in length. Each
joint in its body has two legs, for a total of 256 legs. They
breathe through small holes which don’t close, so if their
environment becomes too wet, they will drown. Milli-
eak jaws and eat decaying fruit and other

feeding at night. When they need to protect

ey curl up into a ball, and secrete a smelly,

3 and fall into a

the leaf which
These plants

Jimb 30 feet up a
Jly large pitcher
P and reptiles!

Red Eyed Tree Frog

rainforest frogs with the scarlet eyes are mainly

fin Central America. Their red eyes warn predators

, these tree frogs hang un-

This tarantula lives in deep burrows on the rainforest floor Jjuid which predators don’t like!
in South America. It can grow to be 4-5 inches in length.
Females live 15-20 years, but males usually only live 3-6
years. They eat insects, and somefs =
mals like rodents, lizards, bats, and 4

birds! They hunt at night by stalki

frogs are ng
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3

taking their nutrients from the air,
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The arum titan is the largest tropical flower in the world.
It begins as a large corm (a thick root) that can weigh 200
pounds! It takes ten years for the plant to produce one
flower, and it may never flower again. The flower starts

eeded light. Staghorn, Bird’s Nest,

P common epi- P e Y

tarantulas suc
ened, they rub
lease hairs that]

as a spike that rises nine feet into the air. Then a frilly
petal opens around the base. The plant
begins to give off a nasty smell (think rot-
ten eggs, or dead fish). This smell at-
tracts insects, which it traps by closing its
petal. After releasing its pollen, the petal
opens back up to free the insects for pol-
lination. Colorful red fruits grow on the
stalk, and then a tree-like plant emerges.

air, and the
ing, and tree
e forest floor.
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Chameleons

Chameleons Iive in many places. Chanﬂeleon.‘ PorySandmFehler,v:aPublicDamam
They use camouflage to hide.

Their skin turns bright colors when they are hot

or upset.

They have a sticky
tongue to help them
catch bugs.

Jackson's Chameleon: Phata by Rich Torres, via Wikimedia Commons.




Piranha

Piranhas (pur AH nuhz) live in
the waters of South America.
They eat meat (carnivores),
but they may also eat plants.
They usually eat insects and
small fish. They have razor

Red Bellied Piranha (Serrasalmus nattereri): Photo by Trisha M. Shears, via Wikime-
dia Commoans.

sharp teeth that lock together when their jaws are cIosed
This lets them rip and tear |
their prey. Piranhas are at-
tracted to their prey by
blood in the water, just like
sharks. They do not usu-
ally attack live people.

Piranha: Photo by Aurelie Chawmat, via Wikimedia Commons.




Carnivorous Plants

Plants usually get their food from the soil, but in the rain-
forest, where the soil is thin, there aren’t many nutrients.
Carnivorous plants have solved this problem by finding a
way to get their nutrients from animals. The leaves of the
pitcher plant form a round, hollow cup. The edge of the
cup is coated with a slippery nectar. In-

sects, attracted by the nectar’s smell, land

on the slippery substance, and fall into a

liquid at the bottom of the leaf which

traps, and digests, them. These plants

grow like a vine and can climb 30 feet up a

tree’s trunk. Some really large pitcher |

plants trap small mammals and reptiles!

Wikimedia Commons
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