Like most traumatic situations, 


all involved experience trauma at one level or another.  

I originally was intending to talk about just humanities trauma from this moment.  

But the text does not allow me to focus on just us.  


It is clear that Jesus experienced significant trauma as well.  

The good news is 


that the way through the too much, 


too fast trauma for both parties 



is the same.

So what is the trauma for God?  


What happened to change so many things 



in a really short period of time?  

We hear that the Word was there in the beginning, 


from the start of creation the Word was with God, 



partly because the Word was God.  

The next layer, 


setting up deeper trauma 



is that the Word made all things.  


Everything in the Genesis account, 



the Word was part of.  




Including the creation of human beings, 




including me and you.  


Not only did the Word make us, 



but the Word gives us the light of men, 



the life that we enjoy.  

Verse 5 brings us the first highly traumatic moment for the Word.  


The darkness has not understood it.  


The darkness tried to snuff out the light.  


It tried to end the light.  

If we are following the Genesis story 


like John intended with his, 



“In the beginning” line, 


we can hear this as sin entering the world 



 like it did with the bite of the forbidden fruit.  

But this is a recurring pattern throughout human history.  


It culminates 



with the darkness trying to eliminate the light, 




by nailing the Word to the cross.  


But as we know, 



even then, 




the light persisted 




and persists today.  



The darkness will not overcome the light.  


But it is troublesome 



that it continues to this day, 




trying to snuff out the light we have in our lives.  

In verse 10, 


we reach the knock out blow, 


to attempt to finish off the Word.  

The Word goes from being with God the Father, 


being eternal, 


pure Spirit, 


immortal, 

to being in the world, 


as fully human, 


full of flesh, 


having to be concerned about eating, 



sleeping, 



growing, 



and staying alive.  

If that was not enough.  


Not just to come and walk with the people he had made, 


but to become one of them, 



as an infant baby.  

In spite of this, 


verse 10 tells us 



that the word was not recognized as the word, 



as God amongst them.  



God with them.  

It is one thing to have people at a party 


not talk about you 



with pictures on the walls to remind them of you.  

It is another level to have them ignore you 


as you stand there next to them at the party.  

Especially when you invited them to the party and provided all the refreshments for it.

So that is Jesus' trauma, 


not being recognized by your creation.



Like a child not recognizing their parents.  

Our trauma in this story 


is an odd one.  

It is too much good coming our way at once.  

We, 


as humanity, 

going from a people needing a savior, 


because of our earlier rejection of the light, 


to having a savior.  

But it is not the savior we were expecting.  


We were not expecting a a baby to be the source, 



especially a baby born to a carpenter and his wife.  

We were gauging who could muster an army 


to set the world aright.  


To rule the world's superpower 



in a way that favored us.  

Instead, 


here is this screaming baby.  


This child going to school with your children.  


This Son of Joseph of Nazareth 



claiming to be the source of redemption for all of our issues in the world.  

This is why we will celebrate Jesus' birth this week.  

But it is also why it is shocking.  


It is with this birth, 



that God basically switched a light on and said, 




you have a redeemer, 




you have a savior, 





here he is.  


Which would have been fine 



if we were used to it.  



Or even prepared for it.

A person living in Florida or California 


has no problem going to Hawaii.  

Us Alaskan's are a different story.  


My bare chest 



is allowed visitation rights 




for about 5 minutes on the beach 




before it needs to be covered up again.  



It is that, 




or blistered sunburns.  

We as a people, 


had been walking and sitting in darkness.  

We are part of the creation 


that has tried to put the light out, 


to extinguish it.  

It was too much change, 


too fast,



 so we tried to take it out.  

Just like with bright lights, 


we tried shielding our eyes 



until we could adjust to it, 



or looked away from it 




and didn't try again.

The question is why?  


Why does this light have this effect on us?  

Sadly, 


the answer is, 



“Darkness is what we are used to.”  

Change, 


is rebelled against 



in so many ways by humanity, 



even when it is for our good.  

This year was a reality check for our nation.  


Many of the issues that we thought we had addressed, 



reared their heads up in full force.  




From race issues 




to caring for the planet, 




to business ethics and government, 



nothing seemed to be well settled 




and heading in a positive direction.  

The last few months have even seen democracy, 


the bedrock of our nation challenged.  

Underlying all of these issues, 


is the fact that we prefer the darkness over the light.  


The darkness is what we are used to.  

In reality, 


darkness gives us the illusion that we are in control.  



I know what the consequences and reactions are going to be 




for an act of darkness.  



The effects of an act of light 




are beyond my comprehension.  


I can not predict what will happen 



if someone realizes they are no longer in bondage, 



they are free children 




under the care of a loving and benevolent savior, 





who created the world 





and has all the resources of the world at his disposal 






to bring about the change needed.

But it is to such a world that this text, 

the Gospel of John, 

and the person of Jesus of Nazareth invites us.  


God tried to turn the volume of the flow up gently.  

We can see God taking steps throughout the Old Testament, 


letting us know this was coming.  



He clothed Adam and Eve out of love 




when they recognized they were naked, 





to help them address their shame.  



God made it clear through Noah 




that man himself could not fix the problem.  



Yahweh called a nation to tell the world about him 




through Abraham and the nation of Israel.  



The Exodus showed God's intention's.  



David line was set up to sit on the throne forever.  



The prophets, 




especially Isaiah told of what God would do. 



In our text, 




we are reminded that John was sent from God 





to tell us about the light.  





To get us ready for the changes that were to come.  





That John himself was not the light, 






but that the light was coming.

Our problem stemmed 


from not wanting to hear any of them, 


or at least only selective parts of their message.  

But as darkness has found out, 


once the light comes in, 


you can not get rid of it.  

You can fight against it all you want, 


but the light will carry the day in the end.

So we move onto the living with this great trauma breaking in 


and flooding us with too much good, 



too fast.  

This forces me to realize that 


all of me is broken, 



not just these little touch up issues here and there.  

That sin rules even the most revered parts of my humanity.  


My desire to help others, 


to know more about God, 


to be a productive member of society, 


to love my family.  



Within all of these things, 




the original intention has been twisted 




so that it does not fully align with the family characteristics of God.  


Everything I do on my own 



is an effort to appear the way I think it should.

The gospel's suggestion for dealing with this trauma 

also helps address the Word's trauma.  


“Yet to all who received him, 


to those who believed in his name, 



he gave the right to become children of God— 

children born not of natural descent, 


nor of human decision or a husband’s will, 



but born of God.”  

We are invited to become children born of God, 


to believe in the light, 


to receive the Word breaking into the world.  

In doing so, 


we do not reject the great sacrifice the Word made. 


 We do not ignore the light that is within us.  
Instead, 


we allow light 



to do what it has always intended to do.  


Bring light to anywhere there is darkness.  


To establish a world, 



not just a nation, 



but a world 




where we all desire to serve one another 




bring love and wholeness, 





where there was brokenness and sorrow.  

We all have the light within us.  


Are we going to let it shine?

We once only had the law to lead us.  


That is like having an instruction manual.  

Now we have the light come as a human being 


in Jesus of Nazareth.  

When learning to do something new, 


it is so much easier to have an actual person there with you, 



seeing what you are doing 


and able to bring light on how to do it correctly 



or better.  

They can do so, 


because they have done it themselves.  

Jesus is that gift to us.  


We have no excuse for rejecting the light, 



because the light is willing to work with us 




through whatever issues arise.  

Are you going to let the light shine? 


 That is what the Word came among us to do.  

When we do so, 


we see the glory of God 


and reaffirm that the sacrifices, 



the taking on of the too much,




 too fast 



was worth it.  

The change is worth facing for all, 



both God and man, 


and the God man.  

As children of God, 


let the light shine!
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15 John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ ” 16 From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only,  who is at the Father’s side, has made him known. 
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