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Celebrating Blessings, Responding with Generosity
by Barbara Cross, Vision Editor

November rolls around on the calendar and we turn our thoughts toward Thanksgiving,
the holiday that launches the “holiday” season. Our pastors selected 2 Corinthians as a
book study that began several months ago. Recently, we landed on 2 Corinthians chapters 8 and 9, a passage that reminds Christians of the importance of generosity.
“He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be
enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce
thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs
of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.” 2 Cor. 9:10-12
It is no accident that the Lord is giving us this reminder at this time. Northside has always
been a generous church, which is seen through ministries reaching out to the most needy
in our community such as Covenant Foods (see page 10) and Operation Christmas (see
page 8). We see it in the heart for missions, as those among us are called to serve through
both short-term and long-term commitments (see pages 4-6). Now in November, we come
to a time of celebrating the Thanksgiving holiday with our annual Soup & Chili Supper and
Members’ Meeting at which we review the annual budget presented by our Stewardship
Team (see page 2-3). Now is the opportunity to finish strong in 2018 and trust God as we
plan for the ministry goals of the year ahead.
“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think,
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21
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Dear Northside Family,
The apostle Paul, wrote to the church in Corinth, “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) God loves the generosity and
cheerful giving from each family and each member of Northside.
Our Stewardship Team wants to thank you for the privilege of serving our Lord and you in the preparation of our
church budget for 2019. Each meeting has been bathed in prayer, and at each meeting we ask for guidance
and direction in all of our efforts to make Northside fiscally sound in 2019.
Your tithes and offerings are of utmost importance in this process. We also want to thank our staff for the responsible management and distribution of those gifts again this year. 2018 has been a year of replacing many items
at our aging campus.
Again, from the beginning of the process, the team felt we needed to base next year’s budget on this year’s
giving. The proposed budget reflects this. (Copies will be available to members.) You can compare it to our current year budget as well as our estimated actual results. Greater detail is available upon request by contacting
the church office. Please do not hesitate to contact any Stewardship Team member if you have any questions.
In closing, blessings to all our families and members as we enter this season of thanksgiving. As you reflect on the
goodness of God in your lives, please seek His wisdom in preparing your plan for giving in 2019. The budget will be
discussed at our Members’ Meeting at 6:00 PM on November 18th and presented for a vote at the worship service
on December 2nd.
Your Stewardship Team,
Ron Bland (Chairman),
Mary Cae Thomas, Tammy Long, David Blankenship and David Justice
Ex Officio: Bev Olonoh (Controller), Larry Rudisill (Treasurer)
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The Sunday before Thanksgiving is our annual Soup & Chili Supper and Members’ Meeting. Please bring your
favorite soup or chili and a dessert to share. Drinks are provided by the church.

The Wednesday after Thanksgiving is our annual event to decorate the facility. We will get all the decorations out
of storage and Northside will begin to look a lot like Christmas. We’ll have coffee and hot chocolate
available, and if you bring some cookies, we’ll be happy to help you eat them. Don’t miss this fun time
of fellowship as we gather to spruce up the building for the Christmas season.
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by Sven Christiansen, Indy Internationals
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I commanded you;
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end
of the age.” (Mt 28:19–20 NASB)
How many times have we heard sermons
based on the Great Commission? I seem to remember Northside having the Great Commission as part of
a slogan a few years ago. The Southern Baptist Convention places a massive emphasis on it, and always
has. It is the core of the International Mission Board.
If you’re like me (and for your benefit, I hope you
aren’t), you grew up in church and more or less idolized
the Great Commission. We lifted high those who left us
to go “over there.” There was no greater calling than to
be a missionary.
And it was the missionary who could fulfill the Great
Commission. After all, how could normal, pew-packing
people “go” and reach the nations?
Oh sure, we could go on international mission trips.
And we did. Northside sent folks to Scotland, Jamaica,
Indonesia, Costa Rica, Nigeria, Belize and a host of other places. We would spend a week, maybe two, and
return with stories of the people we met.
But none of us, in those short trips, made any disciples.
That shouldn’t shock any of us. It’s not reasonable
to think we can actually make a disciple of Jesus in a
week or two. No, that is a more long-term commitment.
Hence the IMB. Hence the listing of missionaries in the
weekly bulletin. Because these people, and these people alone, are really trying to fulfill Jesus’ last great assignment.
But there is a problem.
I’ve read and re-read the Matt 28. The whole chapter. There’s no mention of missionaries. In fact, a quick
search of all the New Testament shows only two references to missionaries (Acts 8:4 and 1 For 9:4). Neither
gives any hint that the Great Commission is limited to
international missionaries. The Acts verse actually implies the exact opposite, showing that the
entire church (the Bride of Christ) is to be a
missionary wherever we find ourselves.
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So, is it possible that little old me and little old you can actually be a part of reaching the nations with the Gospel?
I offer a resounding yes!
There are, however, some very
stringent requirements. And here they
are. You must know Jesus. You must
know how to speak. You must open your
door to people from other nations and
cultures.
Three simple requirements. I’ll leave you
to consider the first two. I’ll address the third.
Do a simple search on hospitality (opening your
door to people) and you’ll find plenty of New Testament verses. They cover hospitality to both believers
and strangers. I would strongly recommend you read
the book The Gospel Comes with a House Key by Rosaria Butterfield. But only read it if you want to respond
to Jesus’ final commandment.
The biblical way to reach people, especially those
of differing nationalities and cultures, is to invite them
into your home, spend time with them, start to love
them, and just talk. Talk about their beliefs and your
beliefs. Trust me, when they experience your hospitality
and love, they become open to hearing about your
beliefs.
Ah, but where to find these elusive people from other nations? Well, they are all around us. One quick visit
to the Fishers YMCA will prove that. One short drive to
some apartment complexes in Nora will prove it even
more.
They are here. We only need eyes willing to see
them.
And if you want a little help in finding them, I’d like
to offer my services. I’m sending 2-3 international college students to spend Thanksgiving Day with a local
family. Why not open your doors to them on that holiday? You could get Iranian, Indian, Chinese, Saudi, Korean or who knows what kind of students. The entire
world, the nations, could come right to your door.
Just go to www.indyinternationals.org and sign up
to host for Thanksgiving. I can’t think of an easier way to
take the first step to obeying Jesus’ direct command.
Oh, and one more thing. Do this and it will be the
most interesting Thanksgiving your family will have had
in decades. That’s just what happens when we do
what Jesus says.
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Northside Called to Reach the Nations

God has always called people from Northside to serve in His mission to reach the nations. This month we see His
hand very active as the following are sent. Please pray for God’s work in and through each one.

Harvest Aviation (Florida)
Early 2019
Our Senior Pastor, Eric Martin and his
family, Chastity, Joel, Corban and
Annalise, will move to Florida where
Eric will serve as a pilot for missions
into Central America and provide
pastoral counseling.

Belize
November 24-December 2
Our Senior Pastor, Eric Martin,
will teach Hermeneutics as
the 5th Module of 9 Reaching
& Teaching modules to train
local church leaders.

Middle East
November 10-18
Vicki Hull and Bev Olonoh
will go on a “Prayer Journey”
– prayerfully visiting places
where the local mission team
hopes to plant churches and
reach people for Christ.

Liberia
November 12 (6 Weeks)
Bob Henninger will use his gifts
in Information Technology to
help at Liberia International
Christian College and teach
children at Kids’ Hope’s new
school to use computers to
access the large digital learning library from World Possible.

Colombia
November 16 (2 Years)
Kevin, Karen, Benjamin and
Andrew White will move to
South America and minister to
Venezuelan refugees through
Samaritan’s Purse. Kevin will
be the Food Program Manager with the organization.

South Asia
Mid-December (or after)
One of our former members and his wife will equip
churches to reach the lost
in a densely populated area
with only .5% Christians.

Please pray for all our missionaries
and for those whom they are called
to serve. We thank God for sending
laborers into the harvest. May He
continue to call Northsiders to serve
at home and around the world!
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Northside’s Children’s Director,
Karen White and her husband,
Kevin, begin serving on the field in
Colombia this month. Kevin is the
Food Program Manager with Samaritan’s Purse. For updates, go to
whitesonmission.com.

Colombia

by Kevin White, missionary
In hearing about the Venezuelan Crisis from my home in
Indianapolis, Here is what I heard and couldn’t believe:
•
•
•
•

25 pounds is what the average Venezuelan lost just
last year alone
2 million people are known to have already left everything behind
5,000 people cross the border every day
10 people froze to death sleeping outside in the
Andes mountains trying to walk to a better life last
week

We took the position with Samaritan’s Purse as we felt
the Lord burdening our hearts and He continues to
open door after door to come and serve in Colombia.
The numbers don’t make sense for someone who saw
Venezuela 20 years ago. How can you comprehend
someone losing 25 pounds from a lack of basic food?
Could I lose 25 pounds? Maybe, what’s my starting
weight you ask? What about someone who already
weighs 160?
Two million, maybe as many as 4 million, have already
left and are simply walking. Walking away. Walking to
a distant relative? To a rumor of jobs? Simply walking to
something - food, basic medicine. When was the last
time that happened with so many people? WW2 Europe after the Holocaust? I haven’t heard anything in
the news like that. What would it take for you to leave
everything behind except for what you can put in two
plastic bags, an old ripped school backpack, and a
clunky broken suitcase while carrying your 3 year old
for 12 hours?
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Who does that? How many people could do
that? Could survive that?

I arrived Thursday night in Colombia, shaken not stirred.
Thankful that my footlocker got lost along the way, but
would surely follow the next day. Seriously, I’m trying to
walk 500 feet to a curb with two footlockers and two
stuffed carry-ons. How am I going to pull that one off?
Thankfully, one was delayed.
Colombia feels a lot like the Venezuela I remember
from 20 years ago. At breakfast, I could have been a
commercial for the hotel. Arepas! Guava! Cafe con
leche! I caught myself more than once with my eyes
closed and mmm’ing. Every bite took me somewhere
down memory lane. The traffic, light rain, and the heat
with people bustling everywhere simply made me smile
with contentment to be home. God is good. After looking at maps and talking to what’s-your-name-again all
morning, I asked to get out and see the infamous bridge
crossing. “We can’t get too close,” I was warned. “The
Colombians are fine but the other side may wonder
why two gringos are there.” And we never got close to
the bridge. The congestion was backed up for at least
a mile. Later on, we went to the shelter. In a major afternoon downpour, I saw what those numbers meant. I
still couldn’t understand the numbers. It is worse.
There, but for the grace of God, go I.
And so we are here to be a drop in the bucket. To help
even the least of these.
“He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothing. And you are to love those
who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners
in Egypt.” ~Deut. 10:18-19
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Belles’Brunch is Coming in December

Ladies, mark your calendars for Saturday, December 1st and plan to attend the 13th
annual Belles’ Brunch. This event is a fun way to kick off the Christmas season.
Tickets are $10 each. The program features a delicious breakfast, Christmas
music (including bells), a guest speaker and of course, elegantly decorated
tables. Our men provide free valet parking and also help serve the tables.
Musical Guest:
Our own Brianna Holt will be featured along with our “regular” musicians, Marlene Scharbrough, Becky Holt and
Kathy Martine. These ladies will share some beautiful
songs about Christmas.
Our Speaker:
Our guest speaker is Dana James. Dana’s heart is to
connect women with God’s heart through the teaching
of His Word. Her passion is to see women know God
and glorify Him through their lives.
We hope all our Northside Women will be here
(and bring friends) to this very special Christmas
gathering.
Tickets are available in the Welcome Center.

Christmas Ornaments
Thursday, November 15
6 PM in Kids Cove

Join the ladies of Northside for the last Creative Crafting of 2018! We’ll be making wood block Christmas ornaments. Cost is $5 per ornament. Paper, stickers, and
ribbon will be provided, but if you want to add photos,
please bring pictures that can be trimmed down to
2x2 size. Also, don’t forget to invite a friend and bring
a dish to share for dinner! Please RSVP on Facebook or
through Cheryl Piotrowski.
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Since 1989, the Baptist Center has provided compassionate, faith-centered services to meet the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of individuals in Indianapolis. Operation Christmas is an annual holiday outreach. In
preparation for the event, churches donate food items and shoebox gifts for children. At the center, more
volunteers pack the food baskets, organize the delivery, and map out delivery routes. On the third Saturday of
each December, more than a hundred volunteers from churches across the city come together to distribute the
food baskets and gifts. Each year, approximately 600 Indianapolis families gratefully receive food for a
holiday meal and over 1,200 children excitedly receive a Christmas gift shoebox stuffed with small toys
and personal items. Beyond sharing Jesus’ love at Christmas, this annual event brings us in contact with
many people to whom the center will have the opportunity to minister through the year.
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Yuletide Celebration

The Second Half Club has reserved tickets to the Yuletide Celebration at the Hilbert Circle Theatre on Friday, December 14 at 2 PM. Tickets are $60 each (half price for seniors). We will have lunch at church and carpool to the
venue. Please purchase tickets in the Welcome Center by November 4.

Join us for our JOY (Just Older Youth) Luncheon on the third Thursday of November in the Fireside
Room. Our program will feature Healthy Recipes for the Holidays.
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Count Your Blessings
by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
Count your blessings;
		
Name them one by one.
Count your blessings;
		
See what God hath done.
Johnson Oatman wrote the lyrics to this Baptist Hymnal standard in 1897. One hundred
and twenty-one years later, the words to the
entire song still stir my heart. You can read it
on page 644 of our hymnal. Here are some
ways that Covenant Foods is blessed....
...by a church family who is a missionary
minded and sending church who supports
Covenant Foods as our Jerusalem, fulfilling
the Great Commission to go to our city, our
nation, and to all the world.
...by our pastors who have loved, supported,
protected, and guided the ministry.
...by the generous donation that allows us
to offer a turkey breast to each family who
comes to Covenant Foods in the month of
November.
...by the shoppers who keep the pantry
shelves stocked each week.
...by the continued donations from Fresh
Thyme, Kroger, Entenmann’s, Papa John’s,
Bob Evans, and Chipotle and by the people
who pick up these donations.
...by not only talking with guests who come
regularly and often bless us more than we
bless them, but also by continuing to have
many first-time guests to share the gospel
with each month.
...by the many volunteers who faithfully serve
at Covenant Foods each week. Their obvious, selfless love for our guests is an encouragement to not grow weary in doing good.
But, most of all, we are grateful to our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ who sent the Holy
Spirit to empower us to be obedient to His
calling and is worthy of all our praise.

10

The Vision

November 2018

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

The Vision

November 2018

November 2018

7

N RTHSIDE
BAPTIST CHURCH

Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Our Staff
Eric Martin
emartin@northsideindy.org
Senior Pastor
John Reeder
jreeder@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship
Nathan Brock
nbrock@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Micah Langmaack
micah@northsideindy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@northsideindy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@northsideindy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin
Bev Olonoh
accounting@northsideindy.org
Controller

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senior Women - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 6-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Cross Training:
Sunday, 9:00 AM
Foundations of Faith: Room D100

Sunday, December 16

Meet at church at 2:30 PM and
go Christmas Caroling for our
Shut-In Members. This experience is always a blessing for
everyone.

The staff is cooking breakfast!
Sunday, December 16 ,9 AM-10 AM
Join us in the Christian Life Center
We’ll have a variety of breakfast foods
and, of course, wonderful fellowship.
No morning classes that Sunday.
Worship service is at 10:30 AM.

Steinmeier:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Married Couples:
Wednesdays 317-255-6692
Women:
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples

