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Second	Sunday	of	Easter																

 

It must have been a wild night 
that first Easter!  I’m sure that 
by then the disciples were so 
confused and afraid that the 
only thing they could do is get to 
someplace safe and hide, just to 
let their brains catch up with all 
that had just happened. 

Into this environment Jesus 
comes and greets them with 
peace.  Just showing up as He 
did in the midst of them must 
have been startling, to be sure.  
Imagine all that you would be 

feeling at the moment.  Your fear, your broken heart from the weekend, your sense 
of loss, and now as you gather together, Jesus instantly appears. 

Now imagine having to tell your experiences to someone who wasn’t there!  That’s 
where Thomas comes in, simply not believing anything anyone said.  Would you?  I 
doubt I would.  The disciples gleefully said “we have seen the Lord” and I could only 
imagine Thomas’ reaction.  Probably shook his head at the disciples and uttered his 
long famous words, “unless I see…” 

Let’s not throw Thomas “under the bus.”  Realize that Jesus came to save the 
world, and then that being accomplished, He charges the disciples to go and do the 
same.  They were called to go and practice what we call “The Office of the Keys” 
where the power to forgive and retain sin is given to those who follow Jesus.  They 
were to go out, with the power of the Holy Spirit, continuing to share the message of 
Divine Grace and forgiveness. 

Let’s not focus on Thomas’s ability to doubt.  Rather, let’s focus on the impartation 
of the Holy Spirit into the world, so that those who can believe are able to go out 
and share the forgiveness Jesus won for all on the cross.  Let’s also not lose sight 
that the gift  of the Holy Spirit is our gift  as well, and the message of forgiveness to 
all those who come to hear about Jesus for the first time is more important.   

We can all doubt.  Some better at that  than others.  We are called to be bearers of 
the forgiveness Jesus gave us.  And there is a world in need of hearing that! 

       Pastor Jonathon Kosec 
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OUR WORSHIP TODAY  

GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME  

Pre-Service Music 
CONFESSIONAL PRAYER  

This blessed Easter season is our celebration of the great work that Jesus had 
accomplish while here on earth.  His care and concern for the lost, the disenfranchised, 
and the neglected of society points our attention to what Jesus truly felt important as He 
shared the good news that the Kingdom of God was made manifest in His work, His 
suffering, His death on the cross, and now, His resurrection.  We allow too many things 
to distract our attention away from what Christ brought that first Easter, and all of the 
subsequent Easters we celebrate.  For that, and for the many other times we let our 
Lord down, we make our confession this day. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by the things 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen  

ABSOLUTION  
Pastor: Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us, and for His sake, 
and by His promise, forgives us all our sin. Therefore on His behalf, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Go and sin no more, 
that the rest of your life might be pure and holy and modeled after our Lord Jesus in all 
we say and all we do, we pray in His Holy Name, Amen  

HYMN 184 Christ the Lord is Risen Today  1,2,3 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison):  Almighty and eternal God, the strength 
of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not 
seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ's blessing, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe. 
Alleluia.  

SPECIAL MUSIC     “YOU’LL NEVER WALK ALONE”                Dean Carson 
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THE FIRST LESSON: Acts 2:14, 22-32                          New Living Translation (NLT) 
Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, 
“Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake 
about this.   

“People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the Nazarene  by doing powerful 
miracles, wonders, and signs through him, as you well know.   But God knew what 
would happen, and his prearranged plan was carried out when Jesus was betrayed. 
With the help of lawless Gentiles, you nailed him to a cross and killed him.   But God 
released him from the horrors of death and raised him back to life, for death could not 
keep him in its grip.  King David said this about him: 

‘I see that the Lord is always with me. I will not be shaken, for he is right beside me. No 
wonder my heart is glad, and my tongue shouts his praises!  My body rests in hope.  
For you will not leave my soul among the dead  or allow your Holy One to rot in the 
grave. You have shown me the way of life, and you will fill me with the joy of your 
presence.’  

“Dear brothers, think about this! You can be sure that the patriarch David wasn’t 
referring to himself, for he died and was buried, and his tomb is still here among us.  
 But he was a prophet, and he knew God had promised with an oath that one of David’s 
own descendants would sit on his throne.   David was looking into the future and 
speaking of the Messiah’s resurrection. He was saying that God would not leave him 
among the dead or allow his body to rot in the grave.  “God raised Jesus from the dead, 
and we are all witnesses of this. 

THE SECOND LESSON: 1 Peter 1:3-9                            New Living Translation (NLT) 

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we 
have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live 
with great expectation, and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept 
in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay.   And 
through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation, 
which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see. 

So be truly glad.  There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure many 
trials for a little while.  These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested 
as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So 
when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and 
glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 

You love him even though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him now, 
you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy.  The reward for trusting 
him will be the salvation of your souls. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL:  John 20:19-31                              New Living Translation (NLT) 

That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they 
were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! 
“Peace be with you,” he said.  As he spoke, he showed them the wounds in his hands 
and his side. They were filled with joy when they saw the Lord! Again he said, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.”  Then he breathed on 
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. 
If you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was not with the others 
when Jesus came. They told him, “We have seen the Lord!”  But he replied, “I won’t 
believe it unless I see the nail wounds in his hands, put my fingers into them, and place 
my hand into the wound in his side.” 

Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this time Thomas was with them. 
The doors were locked; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing among them. 
“Peace be with you,” he said.  Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look 
at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any longer. 
Believe!” 

“My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed. 

Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who 
believe without seeing me.” 

The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addition to the ones 
recorded in this book.  But these are written so that you may continue to believe[c] that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life by 
the power of his name. 

The Gospel of our Lord.  

PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.  

SERMON   “Appearances”                                  Pastor Jonathon Kosec 

SERMON HYMN: 231 Break Thou the Bread of Life  1,2,4 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20:19-31#fen-NLT-26864c
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OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostles Creed (C)  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

THE OFFERING:  
After the consecration of the Offering, we will sing the Doxology:  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him, all creatures here below, Praise 
him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE  

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

PRAYERS OF PRAISE, WORDS OF INSTITUTION, LORD’S PRAYER  

THE DISTRIBUTION 

THE COMMUNION    

HYMN 71 Shout to the Lord 

THE BENEDICTION & THE DISMISSAL 

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!  

C. Thanks be to God  

+     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +     +      

WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN!  Thank you for joining us as we worship 
our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  We are happy you are here!   Please take 
a moment to turn your Cell Phone or other devices to mute, so they do not go off 
during the service and become disruptive.  We appreciate your help to this regard.  
And thanks again for being here with us this morning! 
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IN OUR PRAYERS:  We take time during our service to offer petitions for the prayer 
needs of ourselves, our families, our friends, and the world.  Pastor will invite prayer 
requests at the beginning of our service, so simply share them at that time. 
   
THANKS TO ALL WHO MADE EASTER HAPPEN!  We always appreciate the 
entire team of people it takes to get a worship service set up, and Easter was no 
exception.  A special word of thanks goes to all who pitched in and went the “extra 
mile” even on a busy weekend  You know who you are, and we thank you! 

TO OUR GUESTS:  Welcome!  We are happy that you are here, and we hope you 
have felt comfortable since you arrived.  You are welcome to participate in the 
Lord’s Supper this day as God’s sign of our redemption, HIs presence among us,  
and His promise to come again.    

Our Savior Lutheran Church, LCMC 
14344 Jamison Way  Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
Website: http://www.oslc-lcmc.com  
Office: (941) 249-5108 
Worship Time: Sunday 10 A.M.    
Bible Study: Times as announced 

Rev. Jonathon Kosec, Lead Pastor  
Pastor’s email: jonathonkosec@gmail.com  
Cell Phone: (941) 916-7300 
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