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Abstract.
With only one record, with no precise location, elevation or habitat, the Yellow-bellied
Weasel Mustela kathiah, is scarcely known in Southern Vietnam. Here I present a
direct record of the species on Lam Dong province, Vietnam, and provide details on
behaviour and habitat type for this rare species in the region.
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Yellow-bellied Weasel Mustela kathiah occurs along the Himalayas and into northern
South-east Asia. It was formerly considered to be restricted in South-east Asia to the farnorthern highlands (e.g., Corbet & Hill 1992). Its known distribution has been expanded greatly
in South-east Asia in recent years, with the first records for Thailand (from multiple localities)
and Cambodia and publication of a 1930s specimen from southern Lao PDR (Tizard 2002,
Supparatvikorn et al. 2012, Chutipong et al. 2014, Phan et al. 2014). Abramov et al. (2013)
analysed the chromosomes and DNA of a specimen from the Da Lat plateau, the first record
from southern Vietnam, but gave no details of the location, altitude or habitat. This note reports
a sighting from the plateau.
On 27 April 2016 I was walking down the main hiking trail from the Peak of Lang
Bian, Lam Dong province, Vietnam (approximately 12°02ʹN, 108°26ʹE), alone at about 08h30,
when I stopped to look for a Grey-bellied Tesia Tesia cyaniventer that was singing in the
undergrowth of the closed-canopy broadleaved evergreen forest (altitude 1900–2000 m asl). I
saw movement in the vegetation about 2–3 m from the track where I was standing, but was
surprised to see the face of a weasel Mustela rather than of a bird. It looked like a very large
Least Weasel M. nivalis (or a slender Stoat M. erminea), species with which I am familiar from
observations in the U.K., but with a bushy tail nearly as long as the body. The clear view of the
head and face at close range ruled out any kind of squirrel (Sciuridae). It bounded away a short
distance (when I saw the tail clearly) and was joined by a second weasel almost side-by side.
The colour above was uniform light brown (head, body and tail) without any stripe or
markings, assessed after the event as perhaps a little paler than the animal in Fig. 1 of
Supparatvikorn et al. (2012). I did not see the underside of either (they were behaving like a
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pair or family without aggression). I stood completely still for about 20 seconds, when one head
popped up again, the body hidden by some kind of tree-stump that it seemed to be
investigating. I watched it for about 10 seconds in this position, with binoculars, about 2 m
away. I had the impression that the animals were unaware of my presence and behaving quite
naturally. I did not investigate the possibility that they had a nest-hole behind the tree-stump,
but their second disappearance, without obvious disturbance of surrounding vegetation, make
this a possibility on reflection.
Given the observed morphology, of the three weasel’ species in Vietnam, these animals
could only be Yellow-bellied Weasel. Stripe-backed Weasel M. strigidorsa has an obvious pale
dorsal stripe, and Bjorkegren’s Weasel M. (nivalis) tonkinensis is the size of a Least Weasel,
and is known only from one specimen in the far north (Groves 2007). Siberian Weasel M.
sibirica occurs elsewhere in South-east Asia but has never yet been found in Vietnam
(Roberton 2007); it invariably shows an obvious dark face mask. Although I did not
specifically check for this marking, I am confident it was absent from the well-seen animal.
Montane evergreen forest, the habitat in which this record occurred, is typical habitat of
Yellow-bellied Weasel in its range in the Himalayas and northern South-east Asia (e.g.
Chutipong et al. 2014).
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