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FUTURE MEETINGS

May 8 - Barbara Merrick will speak on
“Evolution of the Plymouth Colony and the
Mayflower Society. She has been Historian
for the “Mass. Mayflower Descendant” and has
published articles in the “Mayflower
Quarterly” as well as the NEHGS Register.

June 12 - Robert Quintin will speak on
“Franco-American Genealogical Methods and
Resources.” He is past President of the
American French Gen. Society and has
written several articles and given talks on the
subject. He has rooted out the many errors in
Tanguay’s classic French-Canadian Gen.
Dictionary. Anyone hoping to learn more
about Quebec genealogy couldn’t find a better
teacher.

B
WHAT IS SOUNDEX?

Soundex is an index and filing system that
groups surnames under a common number by
the way they sound rather than how they are
spelled. This helps eliminate the problem of
spelling variations, but not entirely. It was
done by persons who went through each page
of the census enumerations and listed families
at each address. The first census done on
Soundex was the 1880 census and it has been
done through the 1920 census, the last one
released to the public. They can be found at
the Federal Record Center in Waltham on
Trapelo Rd. - lots of parking. Family
information was written on 3 x 5 cards and the
surname was given a Soundex number. These
cards were then laid in a row by Soundex
number and microfilmed. Each card tells the
microfilm roll number and the page on which
the family is listed. From that microfilm you
then go to the correct page on the original
. census return where that family is listed.

The Soundex coding guide is as follows:

Number : Represents the letter:
1 = BPFV

2 = CSKG

3 = DT

-+ = 7

Vowels are ignored as well as y,w and h. Use
the first letter of the surname as the first
letter. If a letter cannot be assigned a
number, give it a zero. If you run out of
numbers add zeros. If you have letters left
over, ignore them. Double letters are treated
as a single letter. Letters side by side (2 or
more) that have the same number in the code
treat as one letter and ignore the others. For
ex., Jackson is J250. Other examples are :Gibson
G125, Smith S530, Hubbell H140, Jones J520,
Fairbanks F152, Hall H400, Winslow W524.
Remember there are always errors --
transcription errors, mispronouncement of
names or spellings by the enumerators, the
householder giving a middle or nickname, and
a few were omitted in filming.etc. However,
in a large town/city the Soundex is
invaluable.

Unfortunately the Soundex of the 1880 census
includes ONLY heads of families if there were
children in the household aged 10 or
under. If all members were over 10 the
family was not put on Soundex cards. If that is
the case then you will have to do a page by
page search for the family you are looking for
because you won’t find them in the Soundex.

Prefixes to surnames such as, van, Von, Di, de
la, le, D, & du, are sometimes disregarded in
alphabetizing and coding. Work out the
Soundex codes with and without these prefixes
so you can check both codes. But Mc and Mac
are not considered prefixes. Religious titles
are coded as if they were surnames, i.e., Sister
Mary is coded S236.
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MARCH MEETING:

Joyce Pendery gave a very informative talk
on genealogical record sources in
Connecticut. She distributed handouts on
Conn. genealaogical societies, Conn. libraries
with genealogical collections, a map of the
entire state, Conn. towns and the date each
was established. She emphasized that it often
helps if you show membership in a
genealogical society when talking with a
Town Clerk.

Sections of the Conn. and Mass. boundaries
area called the oblong (2 miles wife by 65
miles long) was finally determined. If you are
searching these border towns it is necessary
to look in both states. Also, Southhold, L.I., was
part of the N. Haven Colony in the early years
so Conn. records should be examined.
Remember that is wasn’t until 1 July 1897 that
records were sent to Hartford.

From 1644 births and marriages were recorded
by the Town clerks. In 1650 deaths were
added.The male involved in the event had to
register the b, m or d and had to pay a fee to do
so. From 1660-1783 the records are reasonably
complete but from about 1783 to 1850 some
Town clerks became lax.

Land records were registered by the Town
clerks and answers to many genalaogical
questions can be found in them, but no
general index exists except for what is in
each town. Probate records are also at the
town halls. Conn. State Handbooks have been
published every year since 1785 and have an
every name index. They are at the Conn. State
Lib., or the Conn. Historical Society, both at
Hartford. She emphasized the need to search
Town records as well as those at Hartford.
Town libraries and historical societies may
have tax lists for years following the
Revolution; women are also included.

Other good sources are church records, court
records, justice of the peace records, and
divorce records (Conn. had the most liberal
divorce laws of the time and were heard at the
Court of Assistance). Also, many post-
Revolution tax lists, including women heads of

household, are stored in town libraries or
historical societies. Persons were taxed on the
number of fireplaces, the type of land and
animals they owned, if they had gold or silver,
or owned a business. Some school records start
in 1650 and include names of teachers, pupils
and parents/guardians.

Joyce emphasized that it is necessary to be
creative when speaking with town clerks as
they may not tell you all record sources unless
you ask. MANY thanks to Joyce for giving us
such excellent and useful information.
Unfortunately because of the snowstorm we
didn’t have time for questions.

DID YOU KNOW?

Boston Asylum Records

Harbor was the location of this asylum. Its
records are now at the Archives Dept. at U.
Mass. Boston Harbor Campus on the 10th floor
of Healey Library. This is the only local
repository that concentrates on preserving
records of private social welfare agencies,
many of which began in the 19th century due
to immigration, the Civil War,
industrialization and other social upheavals.
They are open to the public by appointment.

Connecticut Records

Pre-1930 Board of Educ. documents including
passports, bp. certificates, steamship tickets,
insurance policies, working papers, etc. were
assembled to regulate the issuanace of work
papers to foreign-born minors ages 14-16.
They are available at the Hist. and Gen. Unit
of the Conn. State Library.

LDS Records

Morman records now at NEHGS include: the
International Gen. Index; the Personal
Ancestral File; the Family History Library
Catalogue; the Social Security Death Index
from 1962 to 1988; and military records from
the Korean and Vietnamese wars.

World War 1

A new collection of microfilm has been added
to the Family History Library in Salt Lake. A
set of 25 million cards created during the
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depression have been microfilmed. There were

3 registrations which included all men between

18 and 45 years old. The States of Alabama

through North Carolina are currently available

.Jn film. The rest will soon be available. (From
Conn. Soc. of Gen.)

A Submarine In The Amer. Rev.?
David Bushnell invented mines first used in
naval warfare as well as a submarine he called
the American Turtle. On 6 Sept. 1776 he set his
sights on HMS Eagle, Adm. Howe’s flagship, but
he was unable to attach the mine to it.

THE BEDFORD FLAG

The Dedford Flag

Carried by the Hinute Men g

This flag was mentioned in a recent newsletter

d we thought you would like to see a photo of
t. The original flag was carried at Concord on
19 April 1775, by a Bedford Minuteman,

Nathaniel Paige. He was the namesake of his
great grandfather who came from England
about 1685 and was one of eight men who
bought from Indian sachems the territory

which now comprises Hardwick. And, our
member, Frances Bullock is his direct
descendant.!

TR S TR TR A R S e LT R
10 APRIL MEETING

Jim and Rindi Billings from the Church of
Latter Day Saints gave an excellent talk and
slide show on LDS records. They explained why
the church was formed and why genealogy is
important to them. They both are volunteers at
the Foxboro church which is open Tues - Thurs.,
and Sat. 10- 4, and Wed. PM 7 - 10. You may call
ahead to reserve one-half hour of computer
time.

They explained the format of the 1992 IGI
(International Genealogical Index). It includes
births, marriages and christenings but usually
there are no deaths. They emphasized that the
entries come from many different sources and
unless they come from extraction records (those
taken from official records) they cannot be
accepted as fact. However, on the “source”
column , to the far right of the film, if the
number is preceeded by a C (christening) or M (
marriage) the records came from extraction
work and they can be accepted as firm data.

Census films (Federal) can be ordered through
Salt Lake at $3.00 each. A catalogue at Salt Lake
which includes books, films, and fische, is
updated every 6 months. The records are
researched from general to specific, i.e.,
country to state to county to town/city, and the
item number is important with the film.
Interlibrary loans are not available but a book
form can be filled out and if copyright
permission can be obtained the appropraite
pages can be microfilmed and sent back to you.

Other available records are Indian records from
1824 - 1881, many Canadian records, the IGI
covers the entire world and even the countries
behind the old Iron Curtain countries are being
microfilmed. Their military records are
extensive. There is also a surname catalogue.

The Family Registry, now discontinued, but is
still good for a few more years. That can help
you find out who else is researching the same
surname.
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POPULATION CENSUS ITEMS “
1790-1990

(Includes only those supplemental schedules still in existence; excludes questions asked on a sample basis only.

1790 1870 1920
Name; age; race; tion; value of real Address; name; relationship to family
Name of f bead; free white males of  estate; valve of estate; birthplace:  pex; race; age; marital status; if foreign
16 years and up; white males under 16;  whether parents were foreign born: month of  year of immigration to the U.S.,
ﬁuwbihlm&;dlvu;othm birth if born within the year; month of mar-  paturalized, and yeer of naturalization;
riage if married within the year; school atten-  attendance; literacy; of parson
1800 mﬁ dn.t:i:mlhhm’:dﬂlln& . Emm&n, ;
i citi over, to speak :
lndnun?bcofndpcmdn‘ndth

Name of family bhead; if white, age and 5 vote for other than rebellion.

Hnléihmidbuc:pum. vict; oum- ted; if owned, whether mortgaged; 1980 1990
ber of alave houses. il gmwhmnwhsﬂulmhuuﬂ]uﬁmw e
Supplemental schedules for slaves, and Confederate Army or Navy; whether blind or Aﬁmmm“

We welcome the following new members who have joined since last August: Janet
Caiani, Cynthia Connolly, Marjorie Dambkowski, Carolyn and Harry Donald (rejoined), William M. Hersey,
Catherine Mayhew, Watson A. Mosher, Elinor M. Ray, Margaret A. Reilly, Marjorie Rugen. This brings us
up to S0 members. We hope both new and “old” members will give suggestions as to how the Society
can better serve your needs.

The current Officers & Directors are: Ted Karison, President; John Peri, VP; Mary Hunt, Treas.;
Dorothy Sanlin, Sec.; Eleanor Mendoza, Library, Ceola Harris, Publicity, Jane Walker & Tom Garvey
Directors; Marj Gibson , Editor
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VERMONT GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
@ /EETING, SAT. MAY (5 9:15-3:00.

The spring meeting will be held at the Edwin
Thompson Senior Center in W. Woodstock, Vt., off

Rt. 4. Call Ted Karlson for more info ( 477-9650).
S T T A T e R i

THE MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE’S
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT

REGULATIONS have two bills of interest to our

Society. Senate bill 386 provides for the transfer
of death and marriage records, and the indexes
dated 1900 - 1920 from the Registry of Vital
Statistics at 150 Tremont St. to Mass. Archives. At
the present location the records have been
damaged by water, sewage, and roaches. The
transfer would put them under Ch. 66, making
them totally public records at the state and
town/city levels. This bill should be passed.

The second bill, House -193, would close marriage
and death records for 50 years, and 90 years for
births, unless you are closely related to the
nerson whose certificate you want. It would also
Qstroy original records after reproductions
ave been made. Also, restrictions would be
placed on finding causes of death unless a close
relative.

Nothing has been determined re: these bills as
vet. The State has been trying to close these
records for many years. We need to contact our
State Senators and Representatives requesting
they approve S-386, and oppose H-193. For
further information you may call Mrs. Barnes at
508-358-7444; she is trying to keep these records
open.

We must remember when we use state, town or
private records that we be very careful in
handling them. Many records have been lost due
to theft, careless handling, removal of pages in
books ,etc. The situation has become so serious
that researches (us!) are becoming more and
more unelcome in many repositories. In many
cases once these records are lost they are gone
forever.

. Falmouth Genealogical Society Newsletter

AMERICAN WHALING SHIP RECORDS

If you have whaling captains in your family you

should read a very interesting book published in
1991 called Petticoat Whalers - Whaling Wives at
Sea 1820-1920, by Joan Druett. The material
is taken from logs (often kept by the captain’s
wife), diaries and letters with many citations of
sources. Also included are pictures of the women,
illustratons and photos. Most of these women are
from Nantucket, New Bedford, Fall River, the

Vineyard and Cape Cod. It is an extremely well
done book, and very interesting reading even if

you have no whaling seamen in your family.

At the time N. Bedford Free Pub. Library opened
in 1853 there were more than 300 whaling ships
registered in the New Bedford Customs District.
About 10,000 men wre needed to crew these ships.
Some of the material at the library are: crew lists
with physical descriptions, residences and places
of birth; New Bedford Port Society for the Moral
Improvement of Seamen lists seamen from 1832-
1924; seamen’s protection papers from 1834-1869
list name, date of certificate, age, physical descri-
ption and place of birth. The above records have
been indexed.

Starbuck’s History of the American Whale Fish-
ery lists voyages from American ports from the
18th century to 1876. The voyages are listed by
year, then by port, and alphabetically by vessel.
The dates of departure and arrival are given, as
well as the captain, agents, and whaling grounds.
There is a continuation to 1928 and an addendum
with a general index.

Other information available are: lists of known
American whaling captains, ports and dates;
S volumes of marine insurance records; 440
logbooks; whalemen’s shipping list (weekly
trade newspaper) and ship registers.

A book, Whaling Logbooks and Journals, 1613-
1927, is a census of logbooks held by libraries ,
museums and other public institutions around
the world.

The Melville Whaling Room contains a catalogue
of almost 250,000 cards. It indexes about 7000
crew lists of whaling vessels.
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AUGAT T

INTERCONNECTION PRODUCTS DIVISION

AUGAT INC.

Route 28, Mashpee, MA 02649
Tel: (S08) 477-9050 Fax: (508) 477-0734

eyl The Market Bookshop

Falmouth & Woods Hole, Massachusetts

PAUL J. BUNNELL, FACG.. UE.
31 TIMBER LANE
MARSTONS MILLS, MA 02648
LECTURER

Author of
THUNDER OVER
NEW ENGLAND

The New Loyalist Index

New England Ancestry Locator Service
P.O. BOX 130 + CENTERVILLE, MA 02632

o Engla,,

RUTHQ WELLNER %%, BARBARAJ. FENNER

Guide To Researching (508) 874-2505 (508) 775-0164
Your Loyalist Ancestors 508-428-3663
CAPE COD JAMES A. VISBECK (508) 428-2752
We make it fun to browse.
BOOR Best Sclr o Papetcs
New Books e Old -
CENTER Odrens Booe W Fhomas
Metaphysical and Self-Help
1 Cape Drive at Route 28 We special order
Cops Box“; ;ég o w;w and Sold Books & Prints
Open 7 Days a Week
Mashpee, MA 02649 10 AM © 6 PM 4632 FALMOUTH ROAD, COTUIT, MA. 02635
(508) 4779903 (JUNCT 'O"GN.LERYWIES 28 & 130)

Carole W. Aronson-Plummer

USED AND RARE BOOKS BOUGHT & SOLD - APPRAISALS

RUTH H(SﬁTON. R.N. .
HOWARD HORTON, LT./COL., USAF, RET.

Y"BESTWATER"Purification System.
* NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS  * PERSONAL CARE
* WEIGHT LOSS * HOUSEHOLD

ALL PRODUCTS ARE IN BALANCE WITH NATURE

Horton Distributors

Shaklee

independent 309 WILD HARBOR ROAD
Distributor NORTH FALMOUTH, MA 02556

PHONE: &27-563-7285
So8

The business cards shovm in this
NEWSLETTER are local businesses,
They have donated a minimum of
$15.00 per year as a sponsoring
donor to our Society, The money
is being used to purchase GENEAL=-
OGICAL books that we donate to the
FALMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY for the use
of the general public,

PLEZASE PATRONIZE THESE BUSINESSES

Fine

Book
Collections
Bought & Sold

New
Children's
Books &
Regional Titles

Titcomb's
Book Shop, Inc.

508-888-2331
Ralph Titcomb
Nancy E. Titcomb
Vicky T. Uminowicz

432 Rte. BA
East Sandwich, MA 02537

L



548-0727 548-1183

SINCE. 1944 BUILT ON TRUST
BUSINESS HOME
—
. Falmouth Jewelry Shop
225 MAIN STREET BAKER MONUMENT CO.
FALMOUTH, CAPE COD. MA 02541
MARCEL L RICHARD C. BAKER 40 JONES ROAD
L L ALBERT. CW. #8813 (508) 548-0487 PRESIDENT FALMOUTH. MA 02540
Prescription Centers of Cape Cod
\Er
* Paul Dussaul WAYSID FURNITURE
Route 28 Main Street Route 28 Main Street
y Dennisport / MA Falmouth / MA
295 Main Street 508 398 3601 508 548 2143
Falmouth, MA 02540
508 540-2410

Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner Cribls 'n Things

P  \HRISTOPHER
: OF FALMOUTH INC.
. 'Iakes-gou; l%ders: r\v, ¢ (508) 457-9513
. Clothing Layette to 4 Toddler

105 Davis Straits, Rt. 28
DI S Baby Furniture « Accessories » Gifts

AURANT © 263Main$t. »  Falmouth, MA 02540

N

Ziff|L=1)
Lo
Tl --..m |

\\T_R

THE BARN OLD BANK PLACE : =
' 189 MAIN STREET ROBERT SUITOR
aza
~ Route 28 Merry Meadow Plaza FALMOUTH, MA 02540 (508) 540-8565
Mashpee, MA :
mystrgt
- VSTING
%y g stavice
Plham's #nts & Crafes L D
REALTOR*
. ARTS & CRAFTS SUPPLIES RICHARD L. KINCHLA
HANDCRAFTED GIFTS » BRIDAL ACCESSORIES
FLORALS + RIBBONS » PAINTS » BRUSHES + FRAMES APPRAISALS
STENCILING = BOOKS « JEWELRY FINDINGS * BEADS RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
NEEDLEWORK » INSTRUCTION * DEMONSTRATIONS
AND SO MUCH MORE
307 MAIN STREET {RENE & HAROLD RICHARD L. KINCHLA REAL ESTATE 222 MAIN STREET
REAL ESTATE SALES FALMOUTH, MASS 02640

FALMOUTH, MA 02540 (508) 540-7566 LeFORT
MANAGEMENT 548.3838




9€520 VN "13MOILv3IL
2012 X08 'O'd

ﬁ;agao? Jvaggo‘]vsusé ymouso. B

- S

HM.S.

Somerset
1746-1778

The Life and Times
of an Eighteenth Century
British Man-O-War and Her Impact
on North America

MARJORIE HUBBELL GIBSON

H.M.S. SOMERSET is a non-fiction account
of this British warship from the time her
keel was laid in 1746 in Chatham, England,
to 2 Nov. 1779, when she was wrecked on
Cape Cod, Massachuscus, during a North-
east storm. Her story does not end with her
grounding.

This book discusses her construction
and armaments, what it was like w live
aboard an eighteenth century warship, some
of the duties of the crew, the conditions and
politics which sent her from England 1o
North America and 10 the Mediterranean.
Also included are what happened to the
aew, and at the two Maritime Counts held to
determine ownership of the ship's con-
tents—he Staie or the 203 Cape Cod men
who claimed rights as salvors.

The purpose in writing the story of
H.M.5. SOMERSET is four-fold. First, she
changed the course of history due to her
location on 19 April 1775 after the Battles of
Lexingion and Concord. Had she not been
in the channel between Boston and
Charlesiown the exhausted British soldiers
undoubtedly would have been captured
and the course of the war, if not p d

Fourth, the role of the British and
French navies in the American Revolution
has received litle attention when compared
with that of the land hostilities. Both
merchant vessels and naval ships were
essential in providing the necessary sup-
plies for both civilians and the military. This
was also true in the Seven Years War.

The first three chapters, *Construction
and Armaments®, "Life On Board®, and "The
Crew” have been included to give 3 shon,
general background about an eighteenth
century warship, what it was like to live on
board, and some of the duties of the crew

To place HM.S. SOMERSET in proper
pemspective during her 32 years of existence
It is necessary 1o know a litte about the
politics and events in both America and
England because her missions were deter-
mined by them. Rather than separate the
log from the events, | have incorporated
them chronologically in the chapiers on
*The Missions® so that the effects of one
can be seen on the other.

Many excerpts from the logs are
Included in order 10 give day-to-day
of life aboard a warship during

until other incidents occurred, would have
been changed. Her story has not been told.

Second. 10 my knowledge a complete
history of a British warship from the laying
of her keel to her demise in the eighteenth
century has not been wrinten. The
SOMERSET panicipated in both the Seven
Years War (also known as the French and
Indian War) and the American Revolution.
These rwo wars changed Nonth America for
all ume.

Third, on Cape Cod, Massachusetts,
where some of her bones still lie beneath
the sand, many legends exist today about
this Briush warship and her impact on the
lives of Cape Codders during the American
Revolution. | have examined these stories
and have endeavored 1o separdie fact from

this era. 1 have endeavored 1o let the actual
accounis tell the story; thereby keeping my
narration to 2 minimum

The story of HM.S. SOMERSET is based
on contemporary records unless otherwise
indicated. These include: logs; journals; a
muster roll; the coun-manial of the captain
and a 1st lieutenan; the ship's repair
records and letters. They are preserved at
the Public Record Office in London. Addi-
tional material has been excerpied from
diaries and olficial Massachusetts records

Marjorie Hubbell Gibson graduated from
Carleton College, Northfield, Minnesota. She
currently lives with her husband in Cotuit
Massachuseus, on Cape Cod.  Order from

214 years of folklore, M.H. Gibson , Box 1404, Cotuit, Ma. 02635
$18.95 + $2.00 shipping. Ma. residents add 5% tax.
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