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he tentacles of foreclosure
reach out to renters too.

The National Multi-Hous-
ing Council, a trade association for
the nation’s biggest apartment
landlords, usually can be found
taking aim against the entrenched
notion that every American ought
to own a home, not rent one.

Now it's also waging battle with
the “shadow market” of investors
and other homeowners who can’t
sell their properties, so they're
renting them out. Watch out, the
council warns, in case that land-
lord gets into financial trouble and
you find yourself residing in a
foreclosure. \,

The trade group has produced a
brochure that its members can
offer would-be tenants, warning
that nearly 40 percent of all foreclo-
sures involve houses or condos that
have been rented out by their own-
ers, a statistic from RealtyTrac, a
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notice. Atabout the
same time, Chi-
cago's Baird &
‘Warner Real Estate has added a

feature to its Web site, BairdWarn-
er.com, that allows renters to
search a database that promises to
tell them whether their landlords
are in foreclosure.

‘The Lawyers’ Committee for
Better Housing estimates that 2,500
families who rent in Chicago will
be displaced by a landlord’s foreclo-
sure this year

But a new law does give them
some protections, according to
Kathleen K. Clark, the group's
executive director:

“If the tenant wasn't named as
part of the foreclosure filing and is
being taken into eviction court,
they must be given 90 days notice,”
she said. “It's not a fremendous
help, but if does give them a little
bit of time.”

It also provides that court re-
cords for a tenant who is evicted
because of a landlord’s foreclosure
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Andrea Edwards and her family, including 4-year-old son, Jordan Collins Edwards, live ina home
developed by the Resurrection Project that's not only affordable, but environmentally sound.

Affordably
GREEN
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Andrea Collins-Edwards can’t say
she’s ever been an environmental zeal-
ot. In fact, she and her husband, Bri-
ant, only really started thinking green
in the last couple of years.

However, more than a month ago, their
newfound inferest in green living culminated
in the purchase of their first home, & new
singlefamily place with green features at
Resurrection Homes in Chicago.

Now the couple can’t fathom any other
lifestyle. “We're just doing our part for the
environment,” said Angela Edwards, 87, a
credit administrator with a bank., "When I go
to the store, I'm more conscious about the
things I buy, like paper bags, and how they
should be disposed of. I read more about
what's green and what's recyclable.”

And with two Kids, the youngest of whom
is 4, she said it's reassuring to know her
home is environmentally safe.

There are four more houses in the works at
Resurrection Homes, developed by the Resur-
rection Project, in Chicago, though not all
are “green,” according to spokeswoman Cath-
erine Ruffing, The group’s portfolio also
includes 12 affordable apartment buildings
with plans for a 72 units of senjor housing
and a 45 unit in a family building, both ad-
jacent to Alivio Medical Center at 24th Street
and Western Avenue in Little Village.

The green homes market is expected to
increase—green homes will represent up to
12 percent of all new homes by 2012, accord-
ing to a recent survey for the National Asso-
ciation of Home Builders.

That'’s not surprising as awareness of
green issues has been growing the last five or
10 years, said Cindy Holler, president of
Mercy Housing Lakefront in Chicago, one of
the largest national non-profit organizations
dedicated to developing affordable housing.
She sees the shift tied to rising gasoline and
energy prices. -

That’s particularly true of low-income
families, households whose incomes do not
exceed 80 percent of the median incormne for
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Tribune photo by Phil Velasquez
Angela and Peter Hurlock have more than 20
“green” features in their Chicago home.




6  CHICAGO TRIBUNE - CHICAGO HOMES - SECTION 14 - SUNDAY. SEPTEMBER 21, 2008

» GREEN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the area, as determined by
the Department of Housing
and Urban Development,
with adjustments for smaller
and larger families. Lower-
income families spend
nearly 17 percent of their
income on energy costs.

Adding to overall interest,
Holler said, is that green
technologies have improved.
In the early days, green tech-
nologies were overdesigned,
Holler said, and thus overly
complicated.

“Most buildings didn't
have janitors that were
highly skilled enough [to
operate the new systems], so
there was sort of a discon-
nect between the design and
practicil usage of the tech-
nology,” added Holler, whose
organization developed The
Malden Arms Apartments, a
supportive housing properfy
for formerly homeless adults
in Uptown. Malden Arms is
the first City of Chicago/
Clinton Climate Initiative
pilot, promoting the use of
energy-efficient measures.

According to the National
Association of Realtors, 40
percent of its members re-
port that green building is
important to their business
and clients, while 87 percent
believe it will be of even
more interest a year from
now, largely because of ris-
ing energy costs.

The NAR will launch a
green designation program
in November to better edu-
cate its members about ener-
gy-efficient and environmen-
tally conscious housing.

One believer is Angela
Hurlock, who has lived ina
green two-flat in South Chi-
cago for 1%ears with her
husband, Pefer.

Hurlock, executive direc-
tor of Chicago-based non-
profit Claretian Associates,
which has developed more
than 130 affordable homes
and apartments in South
Chicago since 1891, said
affordable green homes are
particularly important in
South Chicago.

“The history of South
Chicago is one of steel mills,
so it hasn't always been
environmentally friendly,
which has created more
episodes of asthmatics and
cancer, as well as tainted
water and soil,” Hurlock
said.

The 30something Hurlocks
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Neighbors of Angela and Peter Hurlock in South Chicago will enjoy the same energy benefits

when tion of their
have more than 20 green
products in their $235,000
home. Among the items is
carpeting made from recy-
cled ketchup bottles; struc-
tural insulated panels; and
solar panels, which provide
about a third of the energy
for their home. “That’s a
huge savings,” she added.
For example, “while more
traditional homes were pay-
ing $300 to $500 per month
for heating bills during the
coldest winter months,
homes such as ours were
averaging barely $100 to
$150," she said.

Hurlock also makes the
point that the price of the
technology declines as usage
grows. Her solar-pariel sys-
temn cost around $16,000 five
‘years ago, and it now runs
closer to $10,000. “That al-
lows residents of such prop-
erties to do more things that
make sense [in terms of
making their home green].”

Enterprise Green Commu-
nities, a Columbia, Md.-
based organization that
provides financing, grants
and technical assistance to
developers and community
groups to build affordable |
housing, found that green

home is cor .

“Green” features in the Hurlock’s home include carpeting
made from recycled ketchup bottles and solar panels.

homes can generate sub-
stantial savings from re-
duced energy and water use,
and contribute to the better
health of residents, said
Trisha Miller, deputy direc-
tor of the organization.
Enterprise has invested
more than $9 billion to help
create more than 240,000
affordable homes nation-
wide. In Chicago, the totals
are more than $50 million for
more than 1,300 affordable
homes. [ts local projects
include The Margot & Har-
old Schiff Residences in the

Near North Side; Washing-
{on Park and Wentworth
Commons Aparimernts, on
the South and Far South
Sides, respectively.

In 2004, Enterprise
Jaunched a national Green
Communities initiative that
aimed to transform the way
affordable housing is de-
signed and built. The idea
was to provide grants, fi-
nancing and technical assist-
ance to help non-profit and
for-profit developers, com-
munity development organi-
zations and community

The mission of the Chi-
cago Department of Hous-
ing is to enhance afford-
ability by providing a
range of housing options.

Since Mayor Richard M.
Daley took office in 1989,
Chicago has invested $4
billion to facilitate 150,000
affordable homes and
apartments.

It also is working with
builders to use “green”
techniques, says Molly
Sullivan, department
spokeswoman. g

“Our developers have
been very cognizant of the
need” to use green materi-
als, she said. Even in mul-
tifamily units, “the fewer
energy-sapping devices
the better,” as it saves
money in the long run.

City initiatives include:
@ A framework to increase
affordable-housingop-
tions through “Build,

City provides ‘big
shoulders’ to lean on

replacing public housing
‘with mixed-income com-
munities. These communi-
ties also seek to initiate
economic development in
their frequently depressed
neighborhoods. Call the
CHA af 312-742-8500.
 The city's 10-year Plan
to End Homelessness aims
to move from temporary
shelters to permanent
housing. Call the Depart-
ment of Human Resources
at 312-746-8545.

i The Senjor Housing
Plan, begun in 2006, calls
for 4,000 new units by 2010.
Since 1989, the city has
helped support 7,134 units
of affordable housing for
independent elderly and
those needing assistance.
Call the Department of
Senior Services at 312-744-
5770.

M The city offers incen-
tives for builders and

Preserve, Lead: A Housing  homeowners who use
Agenda for Chicago's green materials through
Neighborhoods.” It com- the Green'Homes Pro-

mits nearly §1.9 billion to gram, Builders may qual-

creating or preserving ify for an expedited permit

48,000 units of affordable process through the pro-

housing by year-end. gram. Call the Depart-

# The Chicago Housing ment of Environment at

Authority’s Plan for 312-744-7606.

Transformation has been —Tribune staff
groups integrate environ- for utilities than for health
mentally friendly design into  care, education and higher-
affordable housing projects.  quality food,

Owners of existing homes “\When money is spent on
also can improve the energy  items that create value tothe
efficiency of their homes, family, there’s a net societal
Miller said, with projects benefit.”
such as window replace- Collins-Edwards said she
ments, new appliances and and her husband paid
insulation, as well as land- $185,000 for their home, and
scaping to take advantage of  received a mortgage of about
sun and shade. $150,000. She said they ob-

It’s worth noting that re- tained a number of subsidies
duced utility costs increase through Enterprise, includ-
the amount people can af- ing from Chicago's City
ford for rent or mortgage, Mortgage Program, that
said Walker Wells, director helped drive down the cost of
of the resource efficiency their home.
and sustainable communi- Jonathan Boyer, principal
ties program for Global of Farr Associates in Chi-
Green USA. cago, which has designed

For example, a typical several affordable and

reen apartment will have mixed-used projects in the
electricity and gas costsof at  area, said sustainable design
15 percent less than astand-  is an opportunity to “rethink
ard project, a significant architecture. It demands a
savings for a group that he client that's willing to go
says typically spends more outside the norm.”




