When I first moved here, 


I remember going into various businesses and introducing myself.  

A memorable exchange happened in the library, 


as they were initially excited to meet me 



until we got to the question about my family.  

When I told them I was single 


and had no children, 



it appeared all my value disappeared.  

Granted, there was a very small school population at the time, 


so that was underneath their question.  

But there was also some practical realities underlying their question. 


Being a solo pastor is hard.  


Especially if you don't have a spouse to support you!  



How long will you last?

As we look at chapter 18, 


how we concluded 17 should still be in our mind.  

Paul had gone to Athens alone.  


He had done well addressing issues, 



but the list of people accepting the gospel in Athens




was the shortest we have seen.  

Paul is no fool, 


so we should not be surprised that in his very next stop in Corinth, 



he ends the solo scene immediately.  

He forms a new team around him in Aquilla and Pricilla. 


He also welcomes Silas and Timothy in due time. 



Paul was clear that ministry is not a lone wolf game.  

Thankfully, 


the church here had that same wisdom.  

Not just in that you were praying for Lisa to come into my life 


before my first day.  

But that you formed a community with me.  


The PNC members had me over for dinner.  


The session helped me figure out how things work in Skagway,



 and the congregation was patient as I figured things out.  

You knew that this was not my ministry, 

it was our ministry.

We see this reality in full effect in chapter 18.  


Solo is doable, 


but not as effective.  

So in addition to partnering with Aquilla and Pricilla, 


we also see Silas and Timothy rejoin Paul, 


Titius Justus open his home for a meeting space, 


and Crispus the synagogue ruler believe 



and be baptized with his family.  

Paul also learned that just because you have a team, 


doesn't mean everything becomes easier 


and suddenly works.  

With Timothy and Silas arriving, 


with what we have reason to assume is funds to support the new mission, 



Paul focuses on preaching to the Jews 




that Jesus was the Christ.  



This led to them opposing him 




and becoming abusive.  

This leads to Paul shaking the dust of his clothes, 


not his sandals, 

because he is not leaving town, 


only their gathering.  

He sets up next door at Titius Justus' house 


and continues the work of proclaiming Jesus to the Greeks now.  

This community surrounding Paul in Corinth 


leads to the second longest stay for him of 18 months.  

But extra encouragement was needed.  


I have had community almost everywhere I have gone.  

It is the calling that leads to longevity.  


Paul gets that from the Lord in a vision.  

The last vision was to go to Macedonia, 

this one is to stay in Achaia.  

The NIV doesn't read clearly, 


as it says no one will attack you in verse 10 


and then has Paul being attacked in verse 12.  

The intent of verse 10 is the “no attack will cause harm.” 


The 'and' doesn't exist in the Greek.  

The attack of verse 12 is a different word as well.  


It is not 'put hands on and harm' 


but 'stand up against'.  

There is always going to be pushback to the gospel.  


Remember, 



it does not fully align with anything manmade.  


But Paul is not going to have to face stoning, riots, 



or any other calamity like he has elsewhere.

God's protection is over him so fully in Corinth, 


that even the trial is cut short and dismissed.  

What seems like a sure set up 


for another great speech for Paul before Gallio 



never happens.  

Something wonderful 


that we are likely miss 2000 years later happens instead.  

In Rome's conquering of Judea, 


strategic alliances with Pompey and Julius Caesar 



left Rome in debt to Judea.  

With Israel's reputation as the porcupines of the middle east, 


which you could attack and conquer, 



but you would be sorry if you did, 


Rome allowed Judea to remain and worship its own God, 



even if it was invisible.  

This privilege was not extended to other groups or religions.  

The Jews accusation in Corinth, 


is that Paul is having the people worship someone else besides Yahweh,


 and different from the Roman Gods, 



thus against the law.  

A question that is still debated today, 


“Is Christianity Judaism fulfilled 


or a separate religion completely?”  

Gallio's response, 


without Paul having to say a word is, 

“This Jesus movement has the same protection as the Jewish faith receives 


under Roman law.”  

This was a great gift and protection for as long as it lasted.

Verse 17 makes it clear that Gallio was not necessarily a friend to the Jews. 


 As they turn 


and beat the new Jewish synagogue ruler in the court room, 



and he does nothing.  

God can provide protection 

and help through channels we would never expect 


and that are only momentary.

As Paul's time in Corinth comes to a conclusion, 


we get a glimpse of how God works to grow people's faith in him 



through a team.  

Pricilla and Aquilla join Paul back to Ephesus.  


Paul speaks briefly, 



but then carries on.  

Ephesus is the third largest city in the empire 


after Rome and Alexandria.  

Paul had tried to go there before 


but the way was blocked 


and he was called to Macedonia. 

He finally makes it there, 


but keeps on moving on.  

But he and the Way are still there, 


because Pricilla and Aquilla remain there.  

In modern Evangelism, 


Henrietta Mears is known for being the cornerstone behind 



Billy Graham's ministry, 



the founder of Young Life, 



and Campus Crusade, 




by being the Sunday School teacher of their founders.  



Earl Palmer of Seattle 



and my professor Darrell Johnson were also her pupils.  




But you probably haven't heard of her.

Paul has worked with 

and now planted these two in Ephesus 


to continue the work.  

We then hear how they took Apollos under their wing 


and expanded his ministry and teaching.  

God can do this with us anywhere.  

I have watched God do this through a former camp director of mine. 


Amber Rausch was the one who gave me my first chance 



at being a camp counselor 



between my sophomore and junior years of high school.  




Two years before I was legally an adult.  


But she had an eye for people God was going to use.  

She attended my ordination service, 


which was the third of four she was involved in.  


A sixth of the counselors that served under her watch 



have become ordained pastors.  


Two more started the side by side Cancer ministry in Seattle.  

Her legacy and impact on the Kingdom of God continues, 


even as she now teaches Kindergarten 



in Great Falls, Montana.

Paul's legacy grows, 


because Pricilla and Aquilla know it is not good to do ministry alone.  

They see this college town upstart from Alexandria, 


who has so much going for him.  

There is just one thing missing.  


“Apollos only knew of the Baptism of John.”  

We struggled to get our minds around this idea on Monday.  


How is that possible?  

We factored in how long news takes to travel.  

How any word about Jesus 


and his ministry that happened before the day of Pentecost 



would be incomplete, 


even if they spoke of Jesus' death and resurrection.  

The only piece we did not factor in, 


is the reality of teaching.  

We as a church spent two summers going through the sermon on the mount 

and another half year living in the book of Revelation.  


So how is it possible



to have over half the congregation today, 




not knowing much about either?  

It is because I taught on those my first 3 years.  


In the 12 years since, there has been plenty of other things to cover, 


so I have not repeated the teaching on Revelation, yet.  

Apollo's time may have missed the days that was covered.  

Aquilla and Pricilla come alongside and mentor him, 


fill in those missing pieces, 


leaving his already powerful ministry even more potent.

This type of mentoring is so important.  


It is far too easy to get set into a narrow view of the gospel.  

Without someone listening to where we are at 


and helping us to hear all aspects of it, 


we are very likely to limit it.  

Tim Kellar's Prodigal God 


showed me aspects of grace I was inattentive to.  

Edward Welch's When People are Big and God is Small 


highlighted why I kept struggling to prove myself 


instead of letting God be enough.  

We need people to ask us questions about our faith 


and feel safe answering them, 


and hearing what we are missing.

If we are going to be a healthy church, 


we need all of the pieces that are highlighted in this chapter.  



Friends at work who know Jesus.  



Brothers and sisters who come 




and provide monetary and spiritual support 





when we are loosing steam.  



Someone to provide space and resources for us to meet.  



People to respond 




and be baptized in response to what we are proclaiming.  



The government and policies to occasionally fall in our favor.  


And for people who have been at the center of our faith, 



to check in every so often to see how we are doing.  




Owen and Sandra Boels 





still check in on me every so often to see how I am doing, 




as does Dirce Spurrier.  

These are all needed, 


because ministry was never meant to be done alone.  

God created the church, 


not missionaries, 



to be his signpost of the Kingdom of heaven breaking in.  

Let us be the church together, 


as we support one another in the different callings 



God has for each of us.
