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THE PROCLAIMER
“That’s All There Is?”
WARNING: There WILL be a test on what is written here before the year 2020 is out!
It will be unannounced, and the only notes you will have are right here.—
Pastor Anderson
There was a couple who got married. After the wedding and the reception, they headed for the hotel,
where they had reserved the “Honeymoon Suite.” After getting the key, they got to the suite,
and opened the door. Words could not even begin to express the disappointment they felt.
All they saw was a bathroom, a small bar, and a couch with a fold-out bed. This is certainly
not what they had envisioned for a honeymoon suite, especially for the amount the hotel had
charged them. It was late. They were tired. While disappointed, they opened up the hide-abed couch and made the best of it that night.
You can almost hear that couple say, “That’s all there is?”
They are not the only ones who are disappointed, are they?
Many Christians say the same thing. “That’s all there is?” They expected more as Christians from
God. Oftentimes, they disappear from churches, quietly disappointed things turned out
different than what they had envisioned.
I would like to draw your attention to one of my favorite verses in all of Scripture. That Scripture, is
Revelation 21:5, where we are told by God, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Did you
catch what he said? He didn’t say he “made all things new.” He said he was “making all
things new.” Those “things” include you and Grace Lutheran Church in Everett. He did not
finish with you at the baptismal font. He got started! And He is not finished with this
congregation—not by a long shot.
Those words were spoken almost 2,000 years ago, and the thing that amazes your pastor is He is
STILL in the process of making all things new. If He has been on the job for 2,000 years,
remember Jesus was a carpenter. How good will those mansions in heaven be?
They will be better than any dwelling you have ever had in this lifetime, that’s how good. Imagine a
house where the pipes never burst, there is never a leak, and no heating or air conditioning
that ever goes bad. The yards are pristine, with no thorns or thistles. In short, they are
perfect! That’s what we have to look forward to as Christians.
OK, but why didn’t this honeymoon couple have it work out that way? Come back next month and
discover the answer! –
Pastor Mark Anderson
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Serve the Lord
with

Gladness…
Psalm 100:2

READERS
5 Lonnie Hendrix
12 David Foye
19 Marilee Ryan
26 Kathy Lawson

JANUARY CALENDAR
NOTES:
1 Happy New Year!
2 Elder’s Meeting, Thursday, 6:30PM
5 Installation Service for
Pastor Anderson, Sunday, 3:00PM
6 Council Meeting, Monday, 6:30PM
20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Mite Sunday-January 26

Events and Members
in Our Prayers
Rose Mino, health and mobility concerns
Forest Van Duyn – health and mobility
concerns
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January 2020
Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday

1

Thursday

2

Saturday

Friday

3

4

Elder’s
Meeting
6:30PM
Living Word
Church

5

6

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

7

Council
Meeting
6:30PM

8
9
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM

10

11

Quilting Noon

3:00PM
Installation Service for
Pastor Anderson

Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

12

13

14

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service

15
16
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM

17

18

Quilting Noon
Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

19

20

21

9:00 Education Hour
Martin
10:00 Worship Service Luther King
With Holy Communion
Jr. Day

22
23
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM

24

Quilting Noon
Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

26
9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service

MITE SUNDAY

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

27

28

29
30
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM
Quilting Noon

31

25

3
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article – January 2020

Our God is a God who works through means. He can and has worked immediately without agency,
as the Bible testifies, but primarily, on the whole and for the most part, our God works through
means. He does this not only for all of our earthly needs but also for all of our spiritual needs. And
He does this for our benefit.
He provides for all our needs of this body and life through means. He gives us fathers and mothers
to care for us when we are young. Through them, God provides house and home, food and
clothing, education and training in the arts and work of this world.
He gives us good government to protect us from harm and danger; He gives us faithful neighbors
and good friends to help in times of need and lack. He gives us employers who trade our work for
income so that we may acquire the needs of the body. He gives us brains and brawn so that we will
have something to trade with those employers for that needed income. This work, which we are
able to do only because of what God has provided to us, redounds to the benefit of others. And so,
the cycle of God giving through means continues.
He provides for all our needs of our souls. He sent His Son into the flesh to be our Savior. In that
body, our Lord Jesus Christ lived the life that God demands of us all – a life we have failed to live
because of our sins – and, in that body, He made payment for those sins on the cross, once and for
all.
God delivers this forgiveness through the means of His Word and Sacraments. He calls pastors to
proclaim, in His stead and by His command, that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Through
these same pastors, God Himself claims us as His own in Holy Baptism, placing His own name on us
in water and Word, igniting faith by the gift of the Holy Spirit. And He gives us His life-giving body
and blood to nourish us in this same faith until the end. Our God is a God who works through
means.
This is true also of stewardship. This is what St. Paul wrote in Philippians:
“I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus
the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. And my God will
supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:18–19).
The gift St. Paul received from the Philippian church is a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable
and pleasing to God. They gave to God. God provided for St. Paul through the Philippians. And the
God who loves both Paul and the Philippians will supply their every need according to the riches in
Christ Jesus. Our God is a God who works through means.
“For all the promises of God find their Yes in [Jesus Christ],” St. Paul tells us in 2 Cor. 1:20. This is
true also of you. Trust in the God who provides for all that we need in body and soul through
means. And not only will you find His “yes” to you, but others will find it, too, through you. “But
as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love
for you – see that you excel in this act of grace also” (2 Cor. 8:7).
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A NOTE OF THANKS:
I would like to express my deep appreciation
and thanks to Marvin, Brandon, and Kathy
Lauterbach, Mike and Marilee Ryan, James
Koch, and Lonnie Hendrix for all of their help
in getting me moved into my apartment.
Between books, a heavy desk, and arranging
my kitchen, each of you made my move into
the apartment possible. Thank you so much!
In God’s Amazing GracePastor Mark Anderson
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