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Parent Information Letter – Phone Interview
Teens and Screens

Digital Media in Schools
Dear Parent/Carer

My name is Janene Sproul and I teach high school Biology in Australia. Due to the increase in use of digital media in classrooms, I am conducting a research project to examine how much digital media is used in schools and also the ways students who are sensitive to light are supported. For this research, light sensitivity refers to the heightened response to visual light stimuli. The project is being conducted as part of a PhD degree at Murdoch University, Australia.

This letter is an invitation for you to take part in the project. As a parent/carer of a student with migraine, a phone interview provides additional information. It takes about 10 minutes and asks questions about digital media and schooling. 
               To participate: call   9360 7214.
Phone is operational 8:30am – 3:30pm

Monday – Thursday, November 13 – 23, 2017.
Participation is voluntary. If you decide to participate and then later change your mind,

you are able to withdraw at any time. The privacy and confidentiality of participants is assured since limited demographic information will be collected. No names will be used in the published data.  The data will be stored securely on thumbdrive and hard copy within a locked drawer and can only be accessed by Janene Sproul, Dr MacCallum and Dr Ledger. The data will be stored for a minimum period of 5 years, after which it will be destroyed. Data will be destroyed in 2021 by shredding the hard copy and deleting the files on the thumbdrives (Murdoch University Library IT).

Participant privacy and the confidentiality of information disclosed by participants, is assured except in circumstances where the research team is legally required to disclose that information. The information you provide will be used only for this project, and will not be used in any extended or future research.
As a parent, are there any special requirements to be part of this research?

Yes, you need to be able to understand spoken English.
As a parent, what will happen to the information I give - is it private and confidential?

The data collected during the interview does not contain more than your name (for consent).  No email or contact addresses are collected. It is intended that the findings of this study will be published in journal articles and spoken of at conferences. A summary of findings from this research will be available from the www.photosensitivity.info website ‘Digital Media in Schools’ page after April 2018. You can ask for a copy of early results by requesting ‘Preliminary Findings’ at

janene.sproul@murdoch.edu.au by February 2018, and an email with a summary of the preliminary findings will be sent to you.
The research has been approved by Murdoch University Human Research Ethics Committee (ref

2016/033). If you would like to discuss any aspect of this study please contact me by email provided below. If you wish to speak with an independent person about the conduct of the project, please contact Dr Erich von Dietze, Murdoch University Ethics Department, on +61 8 9360 6170.

If you are willing to be involved, please contact us on 9360 7214.  This Information Letter is for you to keep.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Janene Sproul

Murdoch University

janene.sproul@murdoch.edu.au
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This study has been approved by the Murdoch University Human Research Ethics Committee (Approval 2016/033). If you have any reservation or complaint about the ethical conduct of this research, and wish to talk with an independent person, you may contact Murdoch University’s Research Ethics & Integrity on Tel. 08 9360 6677 (+61 8 9360 6677 for overseas studies) or e-mail ethics@murdoch.edu.au. Any issues you raise will be treated in confidence and investigated fully, and you will be informed of the outcome.
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