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LWV to Cosponsor International Women’s Day Events
– by Betty Hayford
International Women’s Day 2016 is
a global celebration of the social,
economic, cultural and political
achievements of women, coupled
with a call to action around this
year’s theme, PledgeForParity. As
reported on the IWJ website, “The
World Economic Forum predicted
in 2014 that it would take until
2095 to achieve global gender
parity. tinyurl.com/pefctvs Then
one year later in 2015, they estimated that a slowdown in
the already glacial pace of progress meant the gender gap
wouldn’t close entirely until 2133.”
reports.weforum.org/global-gender-gap-report-2015
International Women’s Day (IWD) has been observed since
in the early 1900’s. Five years ago, a coalition of Evanston
organizations revived the event here. The Evanston League is
cosponsoring two events. The first is a breakfast on Tuesday,
March 8, starting at 7:45 at the First United Methodist Church
at the corner of Hinman and Church. The event will feature
a presentation on Gender Violence: Addressing Injustice by
Dr. Beth Richie, Professor of African American Studies and

Criminology, Law and Justice
at the University of Illinois at
Chicago. Dr. Richie is the author
of two books, and is a winner of
the Advocacy Award from the
U. S. Department of Health and
Human Services. Community
groups will be represented at the
meeting to provide information
about how Evanston residents can
get involved in bringing about
changes. There is no charge for
the event, and reservations should
be made at YWCA.pingg.com/IWD2016.
On Saturday, March 12, Evanston joins other North Shore
leagues for an IWD luncheon featuring a program on Sex
Trafficking: It’s in Our City and Our Suburbs. Brenda MyersPowell, from The Dreamcatcher Foundation, and Kaetha
Morris Hoffer, from the Chicago Alliance Against Sexual
Exploitation, will discuss this challenging topic. The lunch
will be held at the Wilmette Golf Club, 3900 Fairway Drive,
Wilmette, beginning at 11:30 am. The fee is $27. To reserve
a place, contact Cheryl Wollin at cherylwolllin@sbcglobal.net
or 847-864-2309. Donations of toiletries for women are welcome
at the luncheon.

Progressive Dinner April 9
- by Karen Hunt

It is time again for the Evanston League’s Progressive Dinner!
Every other year, several members open their homes for an
evening of wonderful food, drink and conversation with other
League and community members. Proceeds from this year’s
dinner, to be held Saturday April 9th, will support the operations
of the LWVE.
The festivities will start at 6:00 pm sharp with cocktails and
appetizers at the home of Michelle and Dan Jordan, where guests
will get their dinner assignments, with maps to hosts’ homes.
The evening will conclude with desserts at the home of Kim and
Kirk Hoopingarner. The ticket price is $60/person. Look for your
invitation in the mail in early March.
This is a wonderful event to introduce guests to the League,

so please plan on coming, and consider inviting friends
to join you. Feel free to contact committee members Kim
Hoopingarner, Karen Hunt, Michelle Jordan and Diane Korling
with any questions. This is a fun, informative evening that offers a
wonderful opportunity to support the League!
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This has been one of the most unusual
primary seasons in many an election year!
It has brought excitement, wonderment,
and sometimes sheer amazement about
the political process. Locally, voters have
important decisions to make about several
Cook County offices, and nationally, the
presidential race is still evolving.

847-859-7883 LWVEvanston@gmail.com
www.lwve.org

The League’s work of voter registration
and education continues--regardless of
the candidate choices. Here in Evanston,
we are proud to have had such an active
role in building a coalition of organizations
to expand the roster of registrars! Thanks to the hard work of Jennifer O’Neil
and her trusty crew, many new members have been actively involved—work
that will continue through the November presidential election. Thanks to each
and every one of them. The new LWVE bookmarks with all the relevant dates
are handy, good promos, and look terrific!!
A rare chance to be part of a live audience for a political forum is coming up
on March 10. The Cook County League has a limited number of tickets for the
State’s Attorney candidates’ debate. It will be held at the WTTW studios on
the north side of Chicago. Contact LWVCC at cook@lwvil.org or 312-939-5935
ext. 27 to see if there is still room to attend.
Our recent study on the Constitutional Convention is extremely relevant!
The new national LWV position (a result of our study!) lists the six safeguards
that should be in place to avoid a runaway, chaotic convention. Included in
the important points to be considered are transparency, no secret meetings,
electing delegates based on population (not one state, one vote), and
limiting state resolutions only to a single topic. A proposed Balanced Budget
Amendment is close to reaching the number of states needed to require
Congress to call a convention. The states that have endorsed the call for
a convention have not provided the necessary safeguards. Under our new
national position, the League’s voice should be loud and clear to ensure these
protections are in place.
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Mission Statement
The League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political organization,

The LWVUS convention will be in Washington, D.C. this June 16 -19. This is
always an invigorating and inspirational location, especially with a lobbying day
on Capitol Hill. Evanston has a limited amount set aside in our budget to send
delegates to the convention. Any member willing and able to represent Evanston
at the convention should request consideration from the co-presidents.
Stay warm by getting involved!

Betty & Cheryl
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encourages informed and active
participation in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy issues,
and influences public policy through education
and advocacy.

Like LWVE
on Facebook

January Salon: Hot Topics Stave Off Winter’s Chill

Salon (gathering)
A salon is a gathering of people under the roof of an inspiring host,
held partly to amuse one another and partly to refine the taste and
increase the knowledge of the participants through conversation.
– by Betty Hayford
The first month of the year marked a “first” for the Evanston League: a
series of salons featuring informal—but very informed—discussions of
issues on the local policy agenda. The three topics up for discussion
in January were Housing, Climate Change, and Local Government.
The Fair and Affordable Housing salon focused on the recently
passed amendments to Evanston’s Inclusionary Housing Ordinance
and strategies to increase the number of affordable units in
Evanston. This led to questions about fair housing, complaints of
discrimination related to Evanston housing, and options for people
with disabilities. The challenges of homelessness were linked to
activities of Connections for the Homeless and the city Housing and
Homelessness Commission.
Attendees considered a variety of perspectives, including League
housing positions, tax incentives, community land trusts, Age Friendly
Evanston, transfer taxes, coach houses, and uses of the affordable
housing fund. Two areas of particular interest emerged as possible
action agendas. First was the need for education of individuals,
families, landlords and the community at large about fair and
affordable housing. Second was the question of how to provide small
landlords the resources and incentives to rent and sell to low and
moderate income families and provide accessible units for people
with disabilities.
Eleanor Revelle, LWV member and President of Citizens’ Greener
Evanston, and the recently-appointed alderman of the 7th Ward, led
a salon devoted to Climate Change and Sustainability. She noted
two important goals set by the December Paris Climate Accord: (1) to
hold the increase in global temperatures to “well below 2 degrees C
(3.0 degrees F)” above pre-industrialized levels; and (2) an emissions
goal, to ensure that global emissions begin to recede as soon as
possible. Every country, including the two highest emitters, the U.S.
and China, made commitments for emissions reductions.
For the United States, the key to reducing emissions is the recent
EPA Clean Power Plan. Under this plan, each state develops its own
emission reductions plan. Initial plans are due in September 2016 with
the final plan due two years later. Currently, Republicans in the Senate
are working to block the plan and a number of states have sued to
prevent its implementation.
Efforts in Evanston are guided by the Climate Action Plan adopted in
2008, supplemented by the Evanston Livability Plan approved in May
2014. The original goal of a 13% reduction in the community’s Green
House Gas emissions from 2005 was met, and the current goal is a
20% reduction from 2005 levels by 2016.
Eleanor provided a list of steps that League members can do to
reduce individual climate impact:
• Use less energy in the home, by adding insulation in single
family homes, using more efficient light bulbs, installing a
programmable thermostat, setting the hot water heater to

120 degrees, and participating in Evanston’s community
aggregation program (Homefield Energy)
• Conserve transportation energy use by driving less, using an
electric or hybrid car, taking fewer airplane trips, and offsetting
emissions with a contribution to the Evanston Community
Foundation’s Climate Action Fund
• Reduce energy use related to food and water, by reducing water
consumption with more efficient showerheads, faucets and
toilets, and reducing consumption of red meat (a pound of beef
has about the same carbon footprint as driving an average car
70 miles)
• More suggestions can be found in the national LWV Climate
Action Toolkit
At the salon devoted to Evanston Local Government, discussion
ranged widely from questions of economic growth and development
in the community to structural issues in city government. Attendees
questioned the proposed building at 831 Emerson Street focused on
student housing on grounds of size, density and rental conditions.
Concerns were voiced about the focus on rental housing in recent and
proposed buildings, the E-2 complex also on Emerson, as well as the
recently announced plan for a high rise at Davis and Chicago.
Interest was expressed in following the recent Rules Committee
proposal to sharply reduce the number of Boards, Committees
and Commissions that engage resident voices and expertise in all
aspects of Evanston government. The League partnered with the
City in a major study in 2009 of how to make boards and commissions
more effective. Recommendations from that study were reviewed
and put into practice in Fall 2014, but the study made only limited
proposals for reducing the number of bodies. The Local Government
committee will be following this current discussion and welcomes all
who would like to join the effort.
The discussion also outlined recent city efforts to promote economic
development, address nuisance properties and reduce violence A
final question for consideration was the current operation of the
Evanston Public Library, now responsible for its own budget and
working actively to reach out to the community with new services.
Questions include how the library is now accountable to residents as
users and as taxpayers, and how the library is integrating technology
into traditional activities.
Members interested in these or other Evanston government
issues are encouraged to attend the regular meeting of the Local
Government committee on the third Friday of each month at
9:30 am at the Rotary Building cafeteria.
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the membership report - news & events
Let’s Talk!
Please join long-time, new, and prospective League members
for a wine and cheese (or beer and nuts, or sparkling water and
fruit – you get the idea!) get-together. In this election year our
work is more important than ever! How do we keep the “civil” in
civics? How can we help address voter disenfranchisement? How
do we best keep an eye on our own city council? We roll up our
sleeves to help participatory democracy work – what are your
good ideas?
Tuesday, March 22 ~ 6:00 – 7:30 pm
at the home of Kathy Tate-Bradish in Evanston
RSVP to LWVEvanston@gmail.com or 847 859 7883

Welcome New Members!

Thanks to Our Office Volunteers!

Please welcome Michelle Hays and Katie O’Neil, and add them
to your directory:

The LWVE corps of office volunteers checks the phone and e-mail
every business day and records reservations for League events. They
also visit the League office in the Morton Civic Center on a regular
basis. This photo was taken at a recent gathering of the group.

Michelle Hays
Katie O’Neil

hays.mhays@gmail.com
katieoneil@aol.com

Photo: Standing (L-R): Joan Taylor, Betty Brugger, Mary Kay McGuire
Seated (L-R): Judy Elsass, Theresa Cameron, Katy Pendleton

What Should Our
League Focus On
Next Year?

Phonathon Is Coming!

– by Karen Telser
It’s up to you. In the first few months of each year, the
LWVE holds a brainstorming session--also known as the
“program planning meeting” -- to decide which issues or
topics we will apply our time and energy to in the coming year.
All members are encouraged to attend and lend their ideas and
opinions.
What would you, personally, like to learn more about? Is there an
Evanston issue about which you think residents should be made
more aware? Would you like to spotlight some aspect of city
government? Do you want to make sure that one of our current
year’s topics continues to be explored next year?
Whether you’re bursting with ideas or you’d just like to observe
the planning process, please come to the:
2016 LWVE Local Program Planning Meeting
Saturday, April 2 ~ 2:00--4:00 PM
at the home of Betty Brugger in Evanston
RSVP by March 30 to Betty Hayford at ehayford@gmail.com or
leave a message at the LWVE office, 847-859-7883. Please let us
know if you need a ride.
Please mark April 2 on your calendar. Who knows where your
ideas could take us?
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Sometime this spring you will receive a call from a
LWVE colleague asking you to contribute to the
annual LWVIL Phonathon. Every year, LWVIL
solicits donations from League members in
Evanston and all over the state to support its
important activities promoting League values
and analyzing issues with special relevance for
Illinois state government. This year more than ever,
our Illinois officials need encouragement from the League
to address state government responsibilities with transparency
and accountability.
LWVIL is mailing solicitation letters in February, and Evanston
league members will be making follow up calls in March or
April. We encourage you to make a donation in response to the
letter, or after getting a call. Your contribution provides needed
resources to support the operations of LWVIL and also benefits
our Evanston league, since we receive 15% of any contributions
made by LWVE members between Dec. 1, 2015 and May 23, 2016.
Please consider a donation of any size to support League efforts
locally and state-wide. Making calls can be a congenial group
project, almost as much fun as a quilting bee. If you would like to
join the calling crew, contact:
Cheryl Wollin at cherylwollin@sbcglobal.net
or Betty Hayford at ehayford@gmail.com
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cclwv Annual Meeting Will
Focus on Criminal Justice

LWVE Calendar of Events
Monthly Programs

- by Betty Hayford

LWV of Cook County will hold its annual meeting on Monday, May
2, starting at 9:30 am. All members of the Evanston League are also
members of LWVCC, and are encouraged to attend the annual meeting
at the University Center, 525 South State Street, Chicago.
After the business meeting, the group will be addressed by State Supreme
Court Justice Anne Burke, the chair of the Cook County Justice Advisory
Council. Over the past two years the council has brought together the
major stakeholders in Cook County to review and improve Criminal Court
pre-trial operations. Over this same period, the Cook County League
studied pre-trial procedures, conducting more than 20 interviews with
officials and experts, and reviewing extensive documents. In December,
our interest group issued a report presenting 11 recommendations for
improvements aimed at increasing fairness in the judicial system and
reducing the jail population.
The League’s report was widely distributed and well received. The
Criminal Justice Committee of the County Board of Commissioners is
considering how it can respond to the recommendations, and Chief
Justice Timothy Evans has advised the committee on his views. This report
is a sterling example of how the League’s careful analysis of an important
community concern can become the basis for responsible advocacy.
The overview of LWVCC activities over the year will summarize ongoing
observing of the County Board, particularly the budget hearings, where
the League has worked with Commissioners to improve transparency
and accountability. Another interest group focuses on the Health and
Hospitals System, and has produced a new PowerPoint presentation
that is now available for local leagues. This month the League has been
working with Channel 7 and Telemundo on a televised debate among the
Democratic primary candidates for State’s Attorney (see the President’s
letter page 2 for details), and is collaborating with WTTW to produce a
Video Voter Guide featuring candidates for Cook County office.

HAVE YOU VOTED YET?

Luncheon:
March 10, Thursday ~ 12 Noon
Honorable Patricia Banks, Presiding Judge, ElderLaw and
Miscellaneous Remedies Division, Circuit Court of Cook
County, will explain the work of her Court which is designed
to prevent and detect elder abuse and to assist victims of such
abuse. The King Home, 1555 Oak Avenue. Evanston
$20 charge for luncheon; deadline is March 7.

Membership Events
March 22, Tuesday ~ 6:00 – 7:30 pm
Opportunity to get together with experienced members to
learn more about what the League does and consider future
priorities for the League. At the home of Kathy Tate-Bradish.*

Program Planning
April 2, Saturday ~ 2:00 – 4:00 pm
Opportunity to discuss and determine program focus for
2016-2017. All members welcome; please notify Betty
Hayford [ehayford@gmail.com] by March 30 if you plan to
attend. At the home of Betty Brugger*

Progressive Dinner
April 9, Saturday ~ 6:00 – 9:00 pm
Fun time to celebrate the League with cocktails, dinner at
League member homes, and desert! Details on page 1.

Annual Meetings
May 2, Monday ~ 9:30 AM – 1:00 pm
League of Women Voters of Cook County
University Center, 525 South State Street, Chicago
More information in article this page, left column.
May 17, Tuesday ~ 5:30 – 8:00 pm
League of Women Voters of Evanston
King Home, 1555 Oak Avenue, Evanston

The Illinois Primary Election is Tuesday, March 15.
Early Voting is underway at the City Clerk’s office in the Morton
Civic Center. Here’s the schedule:
• Monday, February 29 through Saturday, March 5 –
9 AM to 5 PM
• Sunday, March 6 – 9 AM to 3 PM
• Monday, March 7 through Friday, March 11 –
9 AM to 7 PM
• Saturday, March 12 – 9 AM to 5 PM
• Sunday, March 13 – 9 AM to 3 PM
• Monday, March 14 – 9 AM to 7 PM
More voter information, including a Video Voter Guide, can be
found on the Cook County LWV website:
www.lwvcookcounty.org/voter-info.html
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For more information 847-859-7883*
or www.lwve.org and click on link to Calendar

vote!
Deputy Registrars Sign Up
New Voters
– by Jennifer O’Neil

Coordinating with Voter Participation
Action Coalition (VPAC) partners,
LWVE Deputy Registrars have
provided voter registration at
numerous locations including
Starbuck on Sherman and at
Dempster and Dodge, Evanston
Public Library, the YWCA, and various
school and community center events. As of the deadline
for this Intercom, more than 70 voters had been registered
and many more were provided voter information over a twomonth period. Articles with a schedule of voter registration
sites were published in the Roundtable and Evanston Now.
Special bookmarks with voter and registration information
were distributed at registration sites as well as Bookends and
Beginnings, the Evanston Public Library, the Civic Center and
various other locations around Evanston. VPAC will continue to
work to get out the vote for the primary election March 15th.
Special thanks go to Deputy Registrars Nan Anderson, Betty
Brugger, Sue Calder, Julianne Dieterich. Judy Elsass, Sonia
Evenstad, Jessica Feldman, Barbara Handler, Michele Hays,
Dorothy Lloyd-Still, Mary Morris, Katie O’Neil, Pearl Rich, and
Cate Whitcomb.

(L-R): Kathy Tate-Bradish, Jennifer O’Neil and Betty Hayford with
Ruth Frazier of FAACT.

Leaguers On the Air with
Voter Information
– by Kathy Tate-Bradish

Co-President Betty Hayford, Voter Services Chair Jennifer
O’Neil, and Membership VP Kathy Tate-Bradish spelled out
what voters need to know to be able to vote in the March
15 primary. They were interviewed at CRIS Radio, at the
Chicago Lighthouse for People Who Are Blind or Visually
Impaired. Program host Ruth Frazier of FAACT (Forum to
Achieve Altruism, Compassion, and Tolerance) asked the
Evanston League members to elaborate on the mission of the
League of Women Voters, and to inform the listeners about
necessary primary voting information. Betty, Jennifer, and
Kathy stressed the importance of voting and gave dates and
contact information regarding registration, early voting, and
“day of” registration and voting. They emphasized assistance
and accommodations for listeners with disabilities, everything
from how to arrange for someone to come to your home to
register you, to where to get instructions on using touch
screens with audio capability and keypads.
CRIS radio operates on a special frequency that can only be
acquired on radios given out by the Lighthouse. However,
programs also stream live, and many are archived on the site.

Thanks to Kathy and Bob Tate-Bradish for sharing this photo of a vintage
Automatic Voting Machine produced by Rockwell Manufacturing
Company in Jamestown, NY. It’s an “instruction model,” with clear
directions on how to move the lever to cast your vote. LWV deputy
registrars are no doubt relieved that they don’t have to haul this
equipment with them on their rounds!
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To listen to the interview:
On-line at: chicagolighthouse.org/podcast/faact
By phone at: 712.832.2724
Calls use mobile minutes. Long Distance rates may apply.
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LWV-Lake Michigan Annual Meeting
– by Elizabeth Kinney
The annual meeting of the League of Women Voters Lake Michigan Region was
held in September in Glenview, and featured a combination of plenary sessions,
workshops and field trips.
The plenary sessions included a talk by Dr. Abigail Lewis, Climate Ecologist at the
Field Museum and co-chair of the Chicago Wilderness Climate Action Committee.
She stressed the importance of local action that is, the choices we make in our yards,
municipalities, counties and states. The Chicago area provides habitat for a variety of
species, including many migratory birds, but the available habitat is growing smaller
and smaller. Fortunately, Cook County parklands serve as small oases. Climate
change, causing more temperature extremes, exacerbates already extant problems.
The Chicago Wilderness Climate Action Biodiversity Recovery Plan tries to respond
to these concerns climate@chicagowilderness.org. One focus area is trees, which
are important because they remove carbon dioxide from the air. The Field Museum,
in partnership with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, is also working to make habitats
for pollinators, including Monarch butterflies, in urban areas.
The other plenary session speaker was Molly Flanagan, Policy Director at the Alliance
for the Great Lakes. She spoke about efforts to enforce the Clean Water Act and
Clean Water Rule and to support the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI).
healthylakes.org. There has been bi-partisan support for GLRI in Congress. The
clean-up of Waukegan Harbor is one of the GLRI projects. Another area of concern
is the transport of crude oil on the Great Lakes. Efforts are being made to ban such
shipments due to the danger of spills.
Workshops covered such topics as the Chicago Area Waterway System Locks and
efforts to prevent Asian carp from entering the Great Lakes. I went on a field trip to the
Grove National Historic Landmark nature preserve. This site, with its many trees, was
preserved through the efforts of League members, including Judy Beck, who stood in
front of bulldozers while others went downtown to secure an injunction to prevent a
developer from plowing over the site www.glenviewparks.org/thegrove. Examples
of League advocacy included presentations by Jody Poster, founder of Moms’
Clean Air Force, on the use of social media as a tool to achieve environmental goals
www.momscleanairforce.org; Susie Schreiber, Chair of the Waukegan Harbor
Citizens’ Advisory Group, on the effectiveness of citizen action to ensure the
clean-up of the harbor with the goal of enabling people and fish to swim safely in
the water; and Jen Walling, Executive Director of the Illinois Environmental Council,
on the importance of working relationships with our local elected officials to achieve
environmental goals.

Congratulations to One of Our Own!
Eleanor Revelle took her seat as alderman of the 7th Ward at the February 22 City
Council meeting. She was appointed by Mayor Tisdahl to fill the vacancy created
by the resignation of Jane Grover. To leaguers, Eleanor is a familiar leader, having
served as president of the local and state leagues, as well as a board member of the
national LWV for eight years. Her interest in environmental sustainability led her to
become a founding board member and president of Citizens’ Greener Evanston. As
a member of Evanston Community Foundation Board, she was a founder and leader
of the Public Service Challenge, which helps prepare interested citizens to run for city
and school board posts. We are delighted that she has now agreed to take on this
responsibility as an alderman herself!

Connect. Share.
Learn. Access.
Celebrating 5 years

of making connections among
older adults who cherish
their independence.
Services, Support & Sociability
to help you age well.

847-721-1413
NorthShore-Village.org
YOUR HOME | YOUR CHOICE

MovementSolutions

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance
Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LMT
Physical Therapist and Owner

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

HELP evanston
LEAGUE CONSERVE
RESOURCES

If you would prefer to receive the
Intercom only on the internet, as a
link to our LWVE website, please email

LWVEPresident@gmail.com or call
the League office at 847-859-7883 and
leave a message telling us to stop sending
you a printed copy. It will help us be more
eco-friendly and reduce printing and
mailing costs!
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