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From the Pastor’s Desk

The existential threat posed by radical Islamic extremists whose goal is to
eliminate enemies by all means necessary is real and requires courage, sacrifice,
vigilance, and unyielding determination to resist and defeat it. The existential
threat posed by angry people who think assassinating police officers is justified
falls in the same category as Islamic terrorism. In this fallen world, we will
always face twisted, deviant behavior that requires an immediate and strong
response from the law enforcement community. In the Reformed tradition,
we believe that God appoints leaders and officials to protect citizens from
evildoers and maintain peace. Calvin said God put “magistrates” in place to
carry out God’s justice on earth. Christians are not naïve or soft on crime.
What concerns me is that the level of political rhetoric (on both sides) may be
making things worse. The sound bites we hear constantly seek to ignite passion
and fuel anger. Dealing with clear and present danger is one thing. Inciting
anger and violence is quite another. My prayer is that practicing Christians will
not get so caught up in the drama and the hateful rhetoric and the fear it
produces that we forget the most basic truth: God is love and you cannot love God while hating your brother. Can
we deal with the real threats of violence, jihad, and hate without becoming hateful ourselves? Only by the grace of
God and an honest look at our own insecurities and fears. Let’s seek the Kingdom of God first and not as an
afterthought.

Landscaping News

Thanks to Mary Cromartie and Mike Garner, 15
hollies and 6 Japanese Maples now guard the
Columbarium. They are being kept alive by an
underground irrigation system. Scott Martin, aka the
Lawn Ranger, now provides our lawn service. This
fall we will be planting ground cover (probably
junipers) near the water retention area to prevent
erosion and reduce mowing. Things are looking
good!

Stewardship News

Thanks to Robin Roberts (who communicated with
Senator Thad Cochran’s office), we recently paid
the Small Business Administration $217,000, which
cut our debt and our monthly payment in half. This
is an amazing accomplishment. The recovery and
renovations cost over $5 million. We owe $217,000.
Well done Westminster!
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Submitted by Althea Jerome
When August rolls around, we know that a new school
year begins and activities start to pick up pace
throughout the church. This summer, Westminster’s
Presbyterian Women (PW) leaders have worked to
update and publish a new yearbook. This publication
includes a directory of all women in our congregation.
It also contains a calendar of PW events, information
about our elected PW officers, appointed positions and
a budget of PW expenses and benevolences. In
September PW circles will begin a new Bible
study, Who is Jesus? Monthly lessons will explore that
question through different theological lenses. Circle
leaders are looking forward to greeting you at the first
meeting in the second week of September.
If you are new to our congregation, or would like to
interact more closely with women of faith through the
caring support of Presbyterian Women, this is your
invitation to do so. As the new school year begins, it is
my hope that you will become active in this vital part of
our church family. If you have questions or would like
to know more, please contact Althea Jerome or Mary
Dayne Gregg.

Patio News

Many thanks to Butch Nobles and Eric Reidenbach
for their leadership finishing the grilling patio.
Butch did the design work and got the City of
Hattiesburg to sign off on it. Tim Broome, a local
concrete contractor, poured and finished the
aggregate. Dave Daves, Dudley Westbrook, and
Steve Ramp brought in top soil. The Men of the
Church will wash the aggregate with acid and seal it
so it will look fresh for a long time. This completes
our reconstruction efforts!

A round of golf to promote community, fellowship and our church’s mission. $55 per player. Fee includes
greens fee and golf cart. Registration is open on our website—www.westminster-hattiesburg.com.
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Children & Youth

Sunday, August 7th is the Family and Kids Back to School Kickoff at the home of Erik and Ginny Graham (123 Bedford Road)
from 4:00-6:00 pm. This is for families with children of any age
in the church. There will be swimming and food. Please bring a
side dish and/or dessert to share.
Parents, we need your assistance providing supper on Sunday
evenings. We’ve created a form on our website that we will
refresh each month. For August we ask that you please choose
from the following dates: August 14, 21, 28.

Youth Calendar—August
August 7 Family and Kids Back to School swim
party at the Graham’s (4:00-6:00 p.m.)
August 14 Youth (5:00-6:30 p.m.)
August 21 Grades 3-5 (4:15-5:30 p.m.) & Youth
(5:00-6:30 p.m.)
August 28 PreK Activity: splash pad @ Paul B.
Johnson State Park (weather permitting)
after church & Youth (5:00-6:30 p.m.)
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August
Sunday

Monday
1

7

8

9:30 AM
Sunday School
10:30 AM
Worship Service
4:00 PM
Back to School
Pool Party
&Cookout-All
Children

14

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

2

3

4

12:00 PM
Brown Bag Bible
Study

5:30 PM
Pot Luck Supper
6:15 PM
Family Ministry
Team Meeting

6:30 AM
Men of the Church
Weekly Breakfast,
Shoney's
12:00 PM
ShareCare potluck
lunch

9

10

11

12:00 PM
Brown Bag Bible
Study

15

Friday
5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

6:30 AM
Men of the Church
Weekly Breakfast,
Shoney's

16

17

18

9:30 AM
12:00 PM New
RALLY DAY
Beginnings
10:30 AM
Luncheon
Worship Service
11:30 AM
Diaconate Meeting
12:30 PM
Session Meeting
5:00 PM
The Youth

11:00 AM
PW Prayer
Ministry
12:00 PM
Brown Bag Bible
Study

7:00 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

6:30 AM
Men of the Church
Weekly Breakfast,
Shoney's

21

23

24

25

12:00 PM
Brown Bag Bible
Study

7:00 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

6:30 AM
2:00 PM
Men of the Church Westminster
Weekly Breakfast, Scramble
Shoney's

30

31

12:00 PM
Brown Bag Bible
Study

7:00 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

22

9:30 AM
Sunday School
10:30 AM
Worship Service
4:15 PM
Grades 3-5
5:00 PM
The Youth

28

29

9:30 AM
Sunday School
10:30 AM
Worship Service
Pre-K, Paul B.
Johnson after
church
5:00 PM
The Youth

ATTENDANCE FOR JULY:

June 5-115
July 3-84

saturday

June 12-148
July 10-137

Westminster Presbyterian Church PC(USA)
115 North 25th Avenue
Hattiesburg, MS 39402

June 19-113
July 17-142

June 26-118
July 24-110

July 31-108
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