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Above the Ceiling 

                  by Paul Thompson, SAABE President 
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City Codes Update  

So, you saw an extra charge of $153.00 on your SAWS water 

bill, something about a Failure to Comply; what gives?  And 

then, last week the Fire Marshal shows up and politely asks if 

you can give him a tour of your building to look at fire extin-

guishers, fire alarm control panel, fire walls, fire pump, sprin-

klers, etc.; he also mentions something about a fee (did he say 

$650?) that you KNOW you did not budget for.  If you are 

considering a new seal coat for your asphalt parking lot, be 

advised that costs may be going up next year also.  Whatõs 

going on? Well, real briefly, some new codes requirements are 

being adopted or are now going into effect through SAWS and 

the City of San Antonio: 

Important Updates to the Irrigation Checkup Require-

ment for 2016.   As of this year, failure to comply with SAWS 

annual irrigation checkup requirements by May 1st will result in 

an annual fine of $153.00.  An additional monthly rate of 

$0.0969 per 100 gallons used (or about $1.00 per 1,000 gallons) 

shall continue until requirements of the checkup have been 

met. 

In addition, top user properties  with over 2.5 million gallons 

consumption in the previous calendar year must submit copies 

of the Irrigation System Analysis Form  before May 1st (in 

addition to submittal of the Online Irrigation Checkup form) to 

complete the compliance process.  This detailed analysis in-

cludes schedules documentation, identifying and action taken 

for maintenance, calculation of peak season totals, etc.; VERY 

DETAILED.   

There are additional rules, exemptions not shown here.  Please 

contact  Chad Cosper at Chad.Cosper@saws.org phone 210-

233-3028 for more info.  For the Irrigation System Analysis 

Form and an FAQ with more detailed info, checkout: http://

www.saws.org/conservation/commercial/

Irrigationcheckup_notice.cfm 

Take away:  the cost of water irrigation wasting is going up.  

Maintain your irrigation systems, check your bill for extra 

charges and check to make sure you are in compliance. 

 

San Antonio sets new High Rise Fire Code regulations.  

This is a new program by the San Antonio Fire Marshalsõ office, 

largely in response to the Wedgewood fire of 12/29/2014 

when five people died in an older, unsprinklered 11 story resi-

dence.  San Antonio Fire Department Division Chief Randy 

Jenkins is in charge of this program; Captain Mike Tolar is do-

ing the inspections.  The new ordinance applies to ALL build-

ings in the City of San Antonio with a floor 75õ or greater than 

street level.  To read all about  it,  go to sanantonio.gov/safd 

and type in High Rise; this will bring you to a page that has four 

documents you can open or download.  Basically, these consist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORIES ARE  

READY!  

 

BE SURE TO PICK UP YOUR COPY AT 

THE AUGUST LUNCHEON!  

¶ High Rise Retrofit Sprinkler Ordinance.  This went 

into effect November 2015 and basically requires 

the owners of all high rises to have their build-

ings fully sprinklered within 12 years .  

¶ High Rise Retrofit Sample Letter.  This is a sample 

Letter of Intent meant to be sent from the affected 

high rise owner/operator to the City of San Antonio 

Fire Marshal showing that they intend to follow the 

new law and get their building sprinklered.  It is due 

by October 1, 2016.  

¶ High Rise Inspection Letter.  This was a letter sent by 

the COSA Fire Marshal 12/10/2015 to owner/

operators of all high rises explaining that the City is 

starting a new annual fire inspection program and 

listing fees ($650.00 up to ten stories, $850.00 

eleven stories and above).  

¶ San Antonio High Rise Inspection Checklist.  A basic 

checklist of all the systems that they will be looking at. 
 

Take away:  Fire officials will now be holding the owner/

operators of all High Rise buildings to a higher standard than 

previously.  As long as you do your job, no problem. 

City outlaws use of Coal Tar for asphalt seal coating.  

Beginning in 2017, San Antonio will join several other Texas 

cities and become the largest city in the country to ban the use 

of these type sealants.  The goal is to prevent the compounds 

(a known cancer risk) from getting into storm sewers and 

ground water. 

Take away:   A product will go away, another (probably more 

expensive, possibly not as durable) will take itõs place and life 

will go on.  Anyone remember chromate?  Me neither. 

If you canõt count on anything else, you can count on 

change.  Learn to roll with the changes, life goes on. 

mailto:Chad.Cosper@saws.org
http://www.saws.org/conservation/commercial/Irrigationcheckup_notice.cfm
http://www.saws.org/conservation/commercial/Irrigationcheckup_notice.cfm
http://www.saws.org/conservation/commercial/Irrigationcheckup_notice.cfm
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Thank you to those who came out to our 6th Annual SAABE picnic at Kaneõs ôOl River Hideaway in New Braunfels, especially to 

the board members who worked so hard to plan and organize the event.  The weather was great, despite a little rain, and we were 

lucky enough to enjoy the river this year along with water guns and a giant water slide for the kiddos!  A big shout out to John 

Leifester  with Dedicated Landscapes who grilled up his award worthy BBQ and his juicy brisket that we are all still dreaming 

about.  (Did you know he competes in 15 BBQ competitions a year?  Thanks for saving us a weekend John!) We were able to 

quench our thirst thanks to Kendal Langenberg with Voss Lighting who provided beverages and of course a BBQ would not be 

complete without some delectable sides and desserts provided by Michelle Bolt with Texas 5th Wall Roofing.  So many awesome 

door prizes were handed out from coolers to Yeti cups, to buck knives, gift cards, and spot lights. But, the grand prize went to 

David Reed who took home a Gas BBQ grill!  Hey Dave, maybe if youõre lucky, John will tell you his secret ingredientsé well, 

wishful thinking at least! We had an exciting horseshoe tournament, with Dwayne Putney and Travis Grebe taking third, Pedro 

Cantu and Josh Benavides winning second place and the winners of the horse shoe tournament that dominated first place were 

Oscar & Jenise Flores!  Through SAABE serves, we also donated the pool toys and floats to Pools for Kids by Todd Arredondo, a 

local organization that provides pool and water activities to those that are less fortunate. 

Hope to see everyone next year!  Have a happy, safe a cool summer! 

11th Annual SAABE / Phil Anderson Memorial Picnic 
by Lauren Littlefield 

1ST PLACE 2ND PLACE 
3RD PLACE 
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11th Annual SAABE / Phil Anderson Memorial Picnic 

CHECK OUT THE SAABE  

WEBSITE FOR MORE  

PICTURES!  


