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Dear Faribault: Fourth Avenue UMC Friends,
A new year filled with promise and possibility is upon us! I believe the
familiar story of the wise men who seek the newborn King gives us valuable
wisdom and inspiration about how to approach the new year. A brilliant star
provided the necessary navigation for those star-gazers long ago. This star led
wise sages from the East to a humble carpenter, his wife, and most
importantly to Jesus, the Son of living God. As these seekers of truth kept
their eyes fixed on that star, we turn our eyes upon Jesus and seek the Holy
Spirit, God himself, living and active in our hearts to direct us.
As a new year begins, I want to invite all of us to renew our commitment to
seeking the Lord in daily prayer and daily Scripture reading. Ten to fifteen
minutes in God’s presence can make a huge difference in our lives. In these
few minutes, Jesus can bring peace to our anxious hearts. He can help heal
and strengthen our relationships. He can teach us how to serve him better in
our families, in our congregation, and in our communities. Even the most
mundane prayer can bring us in touch with heaven!
So today, I want to give you some thoughts about a daily practice that can
keep us connected with the Lord, the source of our “true north” direction.
• Make a firm decision to set aside time every day to pray. Think about your
best time and place. Maybe it’s first thing in the morning, on the edge of your
bed. Maybe it’s a midday pause in your day after lunch. It might be a prayer
corner in your home. Try setting a timer for 10-15 minutes. Sometimes the
time may drag, but other days it will fly.
(continued on page 2)
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Prayer Chain
If you need prayer for
any reason, there is an
active group in our congregation committed to
praying for you.
Contact Carole Evans
at 507-334-1957 or
e-mail her at
caroleannjean@
gmail.com.
You are welcome to join
the prayer chain. Just
call Carole.

If you notice a need for
building maintenance,
contact the trustees at:
Trustees.fourthaveumc
@gmail.com

Pastor’s Page (Continued from page 1)
• Put aside your other concerns. This is not the time for a to-do list or even
your prayer list. Still your mind. Stray thoughts will probably rise up.
Don’t let them upset you; just choose to ignore them.
• Try to focus on the presence of Jesus, the One who eagerly awaits this time
with you. Maybe fix your attention on a picture of Jesus, a cross, or play
quiet instrumental music. You could repeat a Scripture passage you’ve
memorized or a simple prayer—“Jesus, I trust in you.” Pray our church’s
Breakthrough Prayer.
• Finally, the hardest part: just sit. Open your heart to the Lord. Tell him
that you love him; then be quiet and listen. Stay there for the full time.
Don’t worry about the results. Just trust that this time will pay off.
Sometimes you will feel God’s presence. Sometimes you won’t.
Sometimes you will sense a direction or inspiration for later in the day.
Sometimes you won’t. Hang onto the habit of quietness, however the
encounter with Christ unfolds on a given day. In the end, I believe you will
find yourself refreshed and restored.
You wouldn’t accomplish much in a day if, every morning, you got into your
car and drove away—without a destination in mind. Likewise, it isn’t
productive to just wander down the road in these days in 2019. We want to
approach these days with a sense of purpose, dedicating our hearts and
intentions to God, arising out of a core of faith in God.
So in this new year, let me join you in committing myself to seeking the
Lord in daily prayer. I may miss a day or two at times, but I’ll keep striving
to come to the Lord. And every morning I will be blessed knowing that I am
joined by all of you.
Here’s to following the Star in 2019!
Your brother on the journey,

Fragrances smell
pretty and enhance
nature. In church,
please keep them to
a minimum.
We have some
members who are
very allergic to the
smells of flowers
and other items.

Pastor Greg Ciesluk

Pastor’s Special Discussion on “A Way Forward”
The United Methodist Church will hold its Special Session of the General
Conference February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, MO. This specially called
General Conference is for the purpose of resolving once and for all the
church’s contentious struggle with the issue of human sexuality. Pastor
Greg promised to lead our congregation in understanding the church’s
struggle, what the Bible and Christian tradition teaches, and how the
church’s decision could impact life and ministry at Fourth Avenue UMC.
Join Pastor Greg for presentations and discussions on Tuesday, January
22 and 29 at 10-11:30 am or 6:30 – 8 pm.
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All Church Game Night and Potluck
Saturday, January 12, 2019

Do you enjoy being the
historian? Fourth
Avenue UMC needs your
passion and expertise.
We often get calls to
research the baptism,
weddings, memberships
of former members. We
also need you to file
current information in a
special archives area.
You would keep the MN
Annual Conference
Commission on Archives
& History aware of what
we have. Contact the
office at 334-4308.

5:30 to 7pm

You are invited to an All Church Game Night for
everyone of all ages. We will have fun games to help us
all get to know each other better. There will be lots of
silly conversation and activities. You are sure to have a fun time.
And there will be food!!! of course!! A Potluck.
We are going to bring in KFC Chicken as the entrée. We
ask everyone to bring side dishes and desserts to add to
the celebration.
Please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex so that we will
have some idea as to number of people to expect.
I am sure it will be a great time. Plan on being there!! By Carole Evans

Upcoming Events & Committee Meetings
Worship
January 6 – “Epiphany Sunday” Holy Communion
January 13 — The Lord’s Baptism—Affirmation of 2019 Church Leaders
January 20 — Baptism of Hunter Hale
January 20—Coffee with Pastor Greg (for prospective New Members)
10:15; Berean Rm
January 27 — Women in the Pulpit—Cindy Saufferer; National Director &
Secretary of the UMW National Board of Directors
Events
January 1—Church Office Closed
January 2—No Emmaus Potluck this month. See you in February!
January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30—Choir practices; Chapel; 6:00
January 2—No Confirmation; meets 9, 16, 23, 30; 7:15 PM
January 3 - No Trustees (Meet January 10th)
January 5—Memorial Service; Nicholas Sonpon’s mother, Betty Mar-Kpeh;
11:00 PM; lunch after service
January 6— Pastor, Parents, & Confirmands meet 4:00 PM
January 7—UMW Board; 1:00 PM; Parlor
January 7 —Lydia Project—Knitting; at the Nook and Cranney; 1:00 PM
January 8—Finance; 6:30 PM
January 8 & 22—Daisy Girl Scout Troup; 6:00 PM—Fellowship Hall
January 10—M&M Circle meets—Program: Midwest Mission Distribution Center
January 12—All Church Potluck & Game Night for all ages! 5:30-7:00 PM
January 15 — SPRC; 6:30 PM
January—19 Faribault Prays; 9:00—9:45 AM;
Worship at River Valley Church 10:00 AM
January 22 & 29—Discussion on “A Way Forward” 10:00-11:30 AM & 6:30-8:00 PM
January 27—Administrative Council & All Church Council Meeting; 4:00 PM

Worship services
online!


www.fourthaveumc.org



click on the “VIDEO”
menu—



OR on HOME page



Scroll down
right side - see options for
the worship service.
OR go to

YouTube and search for
4th Avenue UMC to find several videos—choir, special music, and entire worship
services.
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Students at College updated
Here are their names and addresses.
Brandon Kern
Studying Construction Management
Mankato State Univ.
230 Jaycee Court, Apt 111
Mankato, MN 56001
Kaylee Kern
Dental Hygienist
McElroy Residence Community
420 Ellis Avenue, G437
Mankato, MN 56001-6007
Kelsey Kern
Double Major in
Marketing and Management
Hamline University, P.O. 1801
1536 Hewitt Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55104
Brody Kucera
Studying Business and Music
Hamline University, P.O. 1853
1536 Hewitt Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55104
Suzi Quigg
Boston College
Gonzaga 314
140 Commonwealth Avenue
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Brenna Roth
University of Minnesota – Duluth
608 Woodland Avenue
Duluth, MN 55812
Elias Ciesluk
Music
Bethel University
2421 Woodland Drive
Faribault, MN 55021
Sarah Ciesluk
Normandale Community College
2421 Woodland Drive
Faribault, MN 55021

Students in the News
Middle School
A Honor Roll
Grade 7
Landon Hatfield
B Honor Roll
Grade 6
Annabell Schiffer
Grade 8
Ella Prange
Senior High
A Honor Roll
Grade 9
Miles Schiffer
Grade 11
Chloe Kucera
Grade 12
Andy Prange
B Honor Roll
Grade 9
Aubrey Hatfield
Grade 11
Faith Jameson
Madelyn Schiffer
Keep these young
students in your thoughts
and prayers. If I missed
anyone please let me
know, Donna Schuenke

Student Notices
Christian Shimmin says
“Thank You” for the care
package he received after he
graduated from the Recruit
Training. He took all the
‘goodies’ with him to Florida.
Thank you, Karen Shimmin
Kelsey Kern says
“I want to thank you all for
the care package! It really
means a lot knowing I have
your support and the package
made finals week a little more
enjoyable. It was a delightful
surprise. To give you a little
update, my classes are going
great, I declared my major in
marketing, and I am planning
to minor in media relations. I
have met some amazing people and can’t wait to continue
my journey. Thank you so
much, again.!”
Suzi Quigg says Thank you
sincerely for your thoughtful
package. It has come in
handy. I am looking forward
to seeing y’all soon!!

Congratulations Andy Prange
Andy Prange was featured in the Faribault News as an all
around great basketball player and team leader. Coach Eric
Hildebrandt said, “He’s all about the group and the group’s
success. He’s excited when other people succeed and
celebrates others’ success. He’s a great leader in that way.”
His favorite sports are basketball and baseball.

Andy attributes his Dad, Brad Prange, with teaching him life
lessons through sports & school. In the community Andy says,
“I help coach Little Falcons youth basketball. I try to keep them
If I have missed anyone or have a wrong
cool.” “I like to play sports, go outside, to the lake, and hang
address, please call me, Donna
out with friends. I plan to go to the U of M, Duluth for a math
Schuenke, at 331-7929.
and physics major.” God be with you, Andy!

Please keep these students in your
thoughts and prayers.
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Children’s Christmas Pageant 2018
The Sunday School Christmas program “Oh What a Glorious Night” proved to provide a glorious morn to
all who attended the service Sunday, December 23rd. Telling the story of Jesus’ birth were:
The Hale family (Heather, Dustin and Hunter as Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus);
Morgan Hale, Lyla Boone, Brenna VanDerVeen, Shaye Vrieze, Mayzie Stenbakken, and Kensi Kleeberger
as angels;
Hunter O’Malley and Kahler Grant as shepherds;
Hanna Gehrke, Williams Sonpon and Jocelyn Goebel as wise people;
Blayke Vrieze as the kind cow;
Jace Vrieze as a dog;
Owen VanDerVeen as a reader and a donkey;
Jamison Boone as a goat;
Surprise Sonpon as a cat;
Aubrey Hennen as a bunny;
Jameson Bauernfeind as a sheep;
Zeke Goebel as a horse; and
Gideon Goebel as a skunk.
Count them – that is 21 kids who did such a wonderful job! Kim Bossmann was our narrator and Andy
Prange helped as our lighting technician. The Praise Band, comprised of Doug Madow, Kelly Shimmin,
Brad Prange, Shari VanDerVeen, Lauri Lammin, and Jean Vincent, did an awesome job with the featured
song “Oh What a Glorious Night” which also highlighted Jace and Blayke Vrieze and Brenna VanDerVeen
who added delightful sounds with bells.
Thank you to all my helpers and to the parents and grandparents for bringing the kids to Sunday School
and to the practice. I deeply apologize if I omitted anyone. It was a privilege and a blessing to be able to
work with these wonderful kids.
“All is calm now…all is quiet…a star shining in the sky…Below in Bethlehem the king is sleeping…Oh What
a Glorious Night!”
Wishing you and yours a very blessed Christmas.
Kelly Landsverk—Sunday School Christmas Program Director

Kids Page

Oh, What a Glorious Night!
We thank
Paula Goebel and
Jeanne Michael for the
pictures of the
children’s program.
Children performed
superbly in front of a
packed congregation
of 195. Well done
great and faithful
servants.
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Prayers for the Season

Please stop and pray
daily at 2:42 pm

Our Church’s Breakthrough Prayer
O God, our God, we praise and magnify Your Name!
Great are You, Lord, and greatly to be praised!
With you, all things are possible.
We know that you are with us and for us
and Your plans are for our good,
for a future and a hope.
Breakthrough into our lives and into our church.
Stir up afresh our faith.
Set our hearts aflame with the fire of your love.
Open our eyes to new, fresh possibilities
and fill us anew with the power of your Spirit.
Usher us into a new season of faithfulness
and fruitfulness for your Kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Warm the “Hands & Feet” of Jesus—Thank You
Thank you to all that brought in winter items for those who need
then. The items contributed: 2 coats, 1 pair shoes, 15 mittens, and 15 socks will be
taken to the schools for distribution. Thank you. Mission Chair: Kim Bossmann

Lydia Project—Needles are Clicking!
The Lydia Project knitters and crocheters will meet on Monday, January 7, 2019,
at 1:00 PM, at Nook and Cranny. We want to welcome members and friends
who might enjoy creating scarves for the UMC’s 2020 General Conference held in
Minnesota. This is an informal time of sharing ideas and getting to know each
other better. Gather at Nook and Cranny, 725 2nd Avenue, NW, Faribault, MN.
Need more information? Call Kirsten Strnad at 507.332.8293.

Christian Pipers Valentine Dinner—All are Welcome
February 10, 2019 after Church
Mark your calendars and join in fellowship and dining with your
friends in Christian Pipers. Everyone in the church is invited and
welcome to participate. There will be a sign-up sheet in the annex.
Time and location will be determined soon.
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I would like to thank all
for the prayers and
cards we received at
the time of my
brother’s death,
Donald Ress. Thank
all of you. It was
appreciated.
Elaine & Leon Dibble

Upper Room
November/
December

Special notices
Dear Christmas Dinner Volunteers, Thank you for gifting Faribault with your
annual Community Christmas Dinner. I so enjoy this annual event from the food
to the fellowship, and this year also the music. I appreciate your hard work and
time invested in this dinner. You bring much Christmas joy to Faribault. Audry
Helbling

January Birthdays

Sympathies

Jeanne Michel

01

Owen VanDerVeen

04

Angie Steinberg Kuhlman

04

Pastor Greg Ciesluk

05

Brett Bossmann

06

Linda Wilde

07

Mary Ebert

10

Myron Kamrath

14

Jakelyn Kandakai

17

Betty Rezac

18

Kensington Kleeberger

18

JoEllen Schulz

20

Matthew Boyd

21

Karen Shimmin

30

Brent Kern

31

January Anniversaries
None that we know of this month.

The Upper Room
devotional booklet
includes daily
reading of the
scriptures & a brief
life story. Stop by
the Annex to pick
one up.
Donation - $1.00.

There are several members that do not
have their birthdates, wedding dates, and
other information on record in the office.
Please let the office know if your name is
not included on this page. Thank you.

Our sympathies to the family of Joyce
Marrow, whose father in law, Alan
Morrow, passed away December 3,
2018. Joyce worships with us.
Our Sympathies to Darlene Ulrich’s
family in the untimely passing of
Darlene. She will be missed by her
church family.
Our sympathies to the
Nicholas Sonpon family
on the passing of
Nicholas’s mother, Betty
Mar-Kpeh, December
21 in Liberia, Africa. There will be a
Memorial Service for her on January 5,
2019 at FAUMC, 11:00 AM with a
lunch to follow.

Dear Pastor Greg,
IRIS would like to thank you for giving
Blessings before the kids’ run and the
adult Turkey Trot this year. We
greatly appreciate you sharing your
time and talent for this annual community event. Sincerely,
Margaret Walker, URIS Volunteer
We thank Audrey Quiggle for
keeping the large 4th Avenue
bulletin board covered. She has
willed the space to Ruth’s House to
continue the Gospel message of the
needy to our world.

January Fourth Teller
Page 9

United Methodist Women (UMW)
Executive Board meets Monday, January 7th.
M & M Circle meets Thursday, January 10th. Audrey & Wayne Quiggle and
Tena Harren will present the program on the Midwest Mission Distribution Center
in Illinois.
January 27th is Women in the Pulpit Sunday with Cindy Saufferer our
speaker. Cindy is a farm wife from Blooming Grove UMC. She is on the National
UMW Board serving as Secretary. Several of our books in the library have been
donated by a Saufferer family. Any one know of a connection?
UMW Books have been purchased for the library. Several have yet to arrive but
they will be in the library soon. There are five children's books and two adult
books. I enjoyed the Children's picture books and hope the Sunday School
teachers will. They are there for others who can make use of them. The titles are:
ALL AROUND US; NO ONE ELSE LIKE YOU; WEIRD;
ALL THE COLORS WE ARE; & RED
Adult books are:
THREADING MY PRAYER RUG
THE SAME SKY
Everyone is welcome to check books out. Everyone is welcome to come on the
10th and enjoy the speakers.

TLC Bags—A huge “thank you” goes out to the Gift and
Bequest Committee for their generous donation, to Betty Rezac
for sewing all of the bags, and to the many others who supported
our United Methodist Women’s’ TLC Bag Project. We delivered
105 bags, filled to the brim with health care items, to the Rice
County Nursing Service where they are being distributed to men,
women and children in our community. It is hoped that our small
act of Christian kindness will bring some joy to those receiving the
bags.
Thank you so much for the ditty bags. Our staff look forward to their arrival, and
distribute them to families and the elderly in the Faribault area. One of our staff
commented: “My elderly folk are so thrilled with getting these…. I felt like Santa
Clause.” Thanks again for your generosity towards those in need. Happy Holidays! Deb Purfeerst, Rice County Public Health.

Hi, I’m Mary. I want you to know how great it was to receive the personal items
in that pretty bag that someone from Rice County delivered to me yesterday. I
am so appreciative of receiving it. It has so many items in it that I need. Because of health reasons I had to move from my own place into Pleasant Manor
Estates sooner than I wanted to. My social security check pays for my stay here,
but I am left with $99 a month for my personal needs. You have no idea how important this bag of items is for me. Even the ink pen, mine was out of ink and I
needed another. Thank you so much, and God Bless you all. Mary

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Fourth Avenue United
Methodist Church
219 4th Ave NW
Faribault, MN
55021-5170

Permit No. 67
Non-Profit Organization
Faribault, MN 55021

“RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED”


Sunday Worship/9:00 AM



Sunday School



Coffee Fellowship/10:15 AM



Bible Study Groups
Website:
www.fourthaveumc.org
Like us on Facebook

Join us at 2:42 PM daily as we pray our church’s Breakthrough Prayer.
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Pastor Greg Ciesluk
Phone: 218-310-8813

FARIBAULT PRAYS 2.0

Pastorgreg.fourthaveumc@

January 19, 2019, 9 – 11 am

gmail.com
Contact for Church Office &
Fourth Teller Editor:
Catherine Williams
Office Email:
fourthaveumcoffice@gmail.com
Phone: 507-334-4308
Office Hours: 9:00 am-1:00 pm
Monday-Thursday
Staff
Choir Director: Kelly Landsverk
Accompanist: Doug Madow
Nursery Attendant: Kim Luedke
Custodian: Mark Ackmann
Secretary: Catherine Williams

On September 7-8, 2018 the Christian community
of Faribault joined together to cover our community
in prayer for 24 hours. The event was called
Faribault Prays. It was a tremendous success and
many testimonies of God moving powerfully were
told.
Now, a second event, call it Faribault Prays 2.0, is planned for
Saturday, January 19, 2019. Teams of intercessors from the
churches in Faribault will be gathering to pray at various community
institutions at 9 am that day. At 10 am, the community of
intercessors will gather at River Valley Church for a multi-church
worship celebration with music, message, prayer, and testimonies.
Be sure to sign up for Fourth Avenue UMC’s intercession team
on Sundays, January 6 and 13.
FAUMC’s team is assigned to pray at the
Police Department, the Sheriff Department, and the Rice County Courthouse.

