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Is It A Beautiful Day In The Neighborhood?

If you’ve played the game Monopoly, you’ve probably picked up the
Chance card that reads, “Take a walk on the Boardwalk. If you pass
Go...”

That’s good advice when shopping for a new home. When you see a
property you like and you’re thinking of making an offer, spend some time
walking around the neighborhood. This will give you a better sense of
what it’s going to be like to live there.
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After all, the last thing you want is to buy a dream home only to find out
later that there are issues with the neighborhood that make living there
miserable.
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If you have kids, see how far a walk it is to local parks, playgrounds,
schools and community centers.
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If you commute, you might also check out the route from the neighborhood to your place of work. Is there a left turn that is likely to get backed
up in the mornings?
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Also check out how well the neighbors take care of their properties.
Homeowners tend to keep their homes looking good if they enjoy the
neighborhood.
As you walk, listen. Are there noises from nearby high schools, industrial
areas, or highways that are going to be unpleasant for you? Find out if the
neighborhood is near an airport flight path, or if there is a railway in the
area.
If you get a chance, talk to some of the neighbors. Ask them what they
like most about living in the area. You’re likely to get some candid - and
useful - answers.
Finally, spend some time visualizing living in the area. Can you see yourself enjoying what the neighborhood has to offer?
If so, then buying a home in that area will likely be a good choice for you.

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.Facebook.com/MDREPros

Should You Stay Or Sell?
Deciding whether to stay in your current
home or look for a new one is tough. So
tough in fact, that there is a reality TV show
about it!
If you’re struggling to make that decision,
here are some tips that can help:
• Find out the current market value of your
home. This will give you a clear idea of how
much your property is likely to sell for in today’s market.
• Find out how much you can afford to invest in a new home. This is calculated, in
part, by how much of a mortgage you qualify
to receive.
• Determine whether your current home still
suits your needs. Do you need to move up to
a larger place? Downsize to a smaller property?
• Figure out whether this is the right time to
move to a neighborhood that you’ve always
dreamed of living in.
• Assess whether your neighborhood has
changed in a way that you don’t like.
• Decide whether you are still happy where
you live. Is it time for a change?
As your REALTOR® I can help you answer
these questions and provide the information
you need to make the right decision.

Quotes:
“The road to success is always
under construction.”
- James Miller
“Great things are done by a series of
small things brought together.”
- Vincent Van Gogh
“Be the best. If others don’t see it,
who cares?”
- Oprah Winfrey
Facing A Divorce? FREE Report Mistakes To Avoid When Going Thru A Divorce - www.MDDivorceMistakes.com

MDREPros Hot List For March 2018

We Can Fix That
iQJEM - Smart Marketing Solutions For
Your JEM Of A Business!

www.iQJEM.com

Home A Home Your Struggling To Sell? We Specialize In Difficult To Sell Homes - www.MDExpired.com
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FINANCIAL FOCUS
Women's Day - How Can
Women' Make Financial
Progress
On March 8, we observe International Women’s Day. This year’s
theme is “Press for Progress,” and events around the world will
celebrate women’s advancements in the political, social and
cultural arenas. But right here in the United States, women still
face barriers to their financial progress. If you’re a woman, you
need to recognize these challenges – and respond to them.
So, what are the key obstacles to financial security for a woman?
Probably the first thing that comes to mind is the gender wage
gap: Women generally earn around 80 cents for every dollar men
earn, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. But women also face
other threats to their financial security. For one thing, they are far
more likely than men to take time away from the workforce to raise
a family – and time away means smaller Social Security payments
and significantly lower balances in 401(k) plans and other
retirement accounts. And women’s roles as caretakers don’t end
when their children are grown – in fact, women are twice as likely
as their male siblings to end up caring for an elderly parent,
according to a Princeton University study. What, then, can you do
to help ensure a comfortable retirement and achieve your other
financial goals? Here are a few suggestions:
Take full advantage of your employer’s retirement plan. If your
employer offers a 401(k) or similar retirement plan, take full
advantage of it. Invest as much as you can afford each year, and
every time you get a raise, increase your contributions.
Invest for the long term. Some evidence shows that women may
be more conservative investors than men. But if you want to reach
your long-term goals, you will need to consider some growthoriented investments in your portfolio, factoring in your risk
tolerance and time horizon.
Maximize your Social Security. If your spouse is the higher
earner, you may want to consider how you can use this disparity
to your advantage when you collect Social Security. Specifically,
you may be eligible for Social Security benefits based on your
spouse’s earnings and Social Security record. .
Protect yourself from long-term care costs. More than twothirds of nursing home residents are women, according to the National Center for Health Statistics. And the median rate nationwide
for a private room in a nursing home is over $97,000 per year, according to the Genworth 2017 Cost of Care Survey. Medicare
generally pays very little for long-term care, so if you ever need
these services, you’ll have to find other ways to pay for them. A
financial professional can suggest some ideas.
As a woman, you face special financial challenges, and striving to
overcome them will be a lifelong activity. But it’s worth the effort.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by financial advisor Mat Tiahrt,
Hampstead, Maryland, 410-239-0859. mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com

Laughter Corner:
Why don't some couples go to
the gym? Because some
relationships don't work out.
******************************
“What if every country has ninjas,
but we only know about the
Japanese ones because they’re
rubbish?”
******************************
“I wonder if my dog always
follows me into the bathroom
when I have to go potty because
I always follow him outside when
he does and he just thinks that’s
how it works.
******************************
Have you ever tried to eat a
clock? It's very time consuming.
******************************
Paddy and Murphy are havin' a
pint in the pub, when some
scuba divers come on the TV.
Paddy says, "Murphy, why is it
them deep sea divers always sit
on the side of the boat with them
air tanks on their backs, and fall
backwards out of the boat?"
Murphy thinks for a minute then
says, "That's easy. It's 'cos if
they fell forwards, they'd still be
in the friggin boat!"
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I’d love to hear from you…
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2 Ways To Get The Most Money
From The Sale Of Your Home!
Every homeowner wants to make sure they
maximize their financial reward when selling their
home. But how do you guarantee that you receive
the maximum value for your house?
Here are two keys to ensure that you get the highest price possible.
1. Price it a LITTLE LOW
This may seem counterintuitive, but let’s look at this concept for a moment. Many homeowners think that pricing their homes a little OVER
market value will leave them with room for negotiation. In actuality, this
just dramatically lessens the demand for your house (see chart below).
Instead of the seller trying to ‘win’ the
negotiation with one buyer, they should
price it so that demand for the home is
maximized. By doing this, the seller will
not be fighting with a buyer over the
price but will instead have multiple buyers fighting with each other over the
house.
Realtor.com gives this advice:
“Aim to price your property at or just
slightly below the going rate. Today’s buyers are highly informed, so if
they sense they’re getting a deal, they’re likely to bid up a property
that’s slightly underpriced, especially in areas with low inventory.”
2. Use a Real Estate Professional
This, too, may seem counterintuitive. The seller may think they would
make more money if they didn’t have to pay a real estate commission.
With this being said, studies have shown that homes typically sell for
more money when handled by a real estate professional.
A study by Collateral Analytics, reveals that FSBOs don’t actually save
any money, and in some cases may be costing themselves more, by not
listing with an agent.
In the study, they analyzed home sales in a variety of markets in 2016
and the first half of 2017. The data showed that:
“FSBOs tend to sell for lower prices than comparable home sales, and
in many cases below the average differential represented by the prevailing commission rate.”
The results of the study showed that the differential in selling prices for
FSBOs when compared to MLS sales of similar properties is about
5.5%. Sales in 2017 suggest the average price was near 6% lower for
FSBO sales of similar properties.
Bottom Line
Price your house at or slightly below the current market value and hire a
professional. This will guarantee that you maximize the price you get for
your house.
Provided by: Dan Flavin, Sr. Mortgage Banker, 1st Financial, NMLS
112247, 3545 Ellicott Mills Drive, Suite B, Ellicott City, MD 21043
Dan@1atmc.com 410-935-3528

Are You A First Time Home Buyer? Start Here - www.MDFirstBuyers.com

Downsize Your Home
The Correct Way!
Whether you're motivated by financial benefits
or lifestyle perks, moving to a smaller space
can be a smart idea with lasting benefits.
Ready to start this daunting but exciting task?
Here are some tips to help you seamlessly
and successfully downsize your home:
Start early. While it's not always possible,
you'll fare better if you give yourself ample
time to make the transition. Plan to allow at
least three months to downsize; that's long
enough to sort through your possessions and
manage all the details of a move..
Take inventory. It's not easy, but giving all
your belongings an honest assessment will
ensure that you only keep items that really
matter. Ask yourself: If your possessions were
lost in a fire, what would you actually replace?
Outlived items tend to get stored in the basement, attic or garage, so it's wise to start the
decluttering process there.
Make a plan. As you sort, begin grouping
items that don't make the cut: Will they go to
family, friends or charities? Another option is
to sell them online or at a consignment shop.
Before you bring the "keepers" to your new
space, make a simple floor plan with measurements and assign each item a spot to
make sure everything fits.
Live creatively. You'll live large in your new
small space if you follow some basic decorating and storage tips:
• Hang mirrors.
• Use double-duty furniture (like a storage
ottoman or a bed frame with drawers).
• Consider tall bookcases.
• Utilize hooks and shelves to maximize your
vertical spaces.
Downsizing is going to be a big change, but a
good attitude and some careful planning can
help make sure your new space is a good fit.

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

Simple Ways To Begin Staging
Your Home!
1. Declutter your property.
Clear your house, yard, and other living areas of
clutter and personal items, paying special attention
to table surfaces, closets, and drawers. Rent a
PODS storage container to store the belongings
you want to keep until you’re ready to move.
2. Renovate bathrooms, kitchen, and flooring.
Tackle bathroom and kitchen renovations now for
the maximum return on your investment. Replace
carpet or vinyl flooring, refinish wood floors, or lay
new tile.
3. Give your walls new life.
Fill nail holes and paint walls with neutral colors.
Install crown moulding and other wood trim to give
your home a more upscale, spacious feel.
4. Clean and update windows.
Clean windows inside and out. Replace any dated
windows. Energy efficiency is a growing concern
among homebuyers.
5. Rearrange and refresh furniture.
Move furniture away from walls to give the appearance of a more open space. If purchasing new
furniture, opt for neutral, modern designs with a
few colorful accessories.
6. Tidy up outside.
• Trim trees and bushes and mow the lawn.
• Install easy-to-maintain landscaping.
• Pressure-wash concrete areas.
• Repaint trim or the entire exterior.
• Add modern, clean patio furniture to porches
and backyard entertaining areas.

First Time Home Buyer
Program!
Are you thinking of buying a home in 2018?
We are starting our 2018 First Time
Home Buying Jump-Start Program NOW!
We’ve helped 27 people get into their first
homes last quarter.
Don’t miss out and let’s get you into YOUR
new home in 2018!
The time to start preparing is NOW!
Contact Me Right Away To Get Started
Dan Flavin - 410-935-3528
Dan@1ATMC.com
What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

Do You Need A New Roof?
All roof replacement
$800 dollars off
Do You Need Repairs Around The
House?
$125.00 Of All Repairs!
FREE Roof Inspections
C&T improvements, LLc
Tony Koverman
410-320-6814

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

