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“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God.”
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Service, Ushers, Readers, and Communion Assistants
April Readers
Sun. April 1
Sun. April 8
Sun. April 15
Sun. April 22
Sun. April 29

Maureen Even
Kaye Jones
Barb Hayek
Maureen Even
Wayne Schneider

April Communion Assistants
Sun. April 1
Maureen Even
Sun. April 15
Barb Hayek
Sun. April 29
Wayne Schneider
April Ushers
Mike & Chris Waring
Dave & Jeni Wyant

Dear Friends in Christ,
It hasn’t happened in over 50 years, but this year, in 2018, Easter Sunday falls
on April 1. April Fool’s Day. And I think that’s very fitting.
Jesus’ ministry was very threatening to those who were in power, both the
Jewish religious authorities and the Roman authorities. The Jewish religious
authorities, the Pharisees and scribes, loved to show that they were better than the
everyday Jews because they were better able to follow God’s laws in the Jewish
scriptures (what is now our Old Testament). Jesus showed that the purpose of God’s
laws was not to show that someone is better and more religious than someone else.
Rather, the purpose of God’s laws was to show love and mercy to others, and
especially to those who were struggling, like orphans, widows, and foreigners. Jesus’
mission during his earthly ministry was to show us HOW to follow God’s laws in a way
that focused on the meaning of the law more than the letter. And the meaning of the
law was to show God’s love to the world.
But this meant that Jesus was showing the Jewish religious authorities that they
were wrong. They were not focusing on what God wanted them to focus on. And
they didn’t like being told that they were wrong. Jesus was a threat to their power in
the Jewish religious community, and they wanted him gone.
The Romans also viewed Jesus as a threat. The Roman Empire was very
powerful during Jesus’ lifetime, and they kept their power by violently squashing any
attempt at rebellion. They persecuted the minority groups, like the Jews, and they
acted quickly to stop anyone who made an attempt at overthrowing their
power. Jesus, however, was a king-- not a king like the Romans, but a king of Heaven
and Earth, showing us the Kingdom of God. Nonetheless, the Romans heard that
Jesus was claiming to be a king, and they felt that they had to put a stop to the Jesus
movement by killing him in the most painful, and public, way possible-- hanging him on
a cross, for everyone to watch his painful death.
And so, the Roman authorities and the Jewish religious authorities worked
together to have Jesus killed on a cross. Because Jesus’ life and ministry was a threat
to anyone in power who sought to keep their power through the means of
violence. Jesus’ life and ministry was a threat to anyone who thought they were better
than everyone else, and sought to shame those who were already struggling to get
through life. So they ended Jesus’ life and ministry by putting him to death.
But a few days later, God raised Jesus from the dead. Jesus was resurrected.
The resurrection was God’s great “Yes!” to Jesus’ life and ministry, because Jesus
showed us how God wants us to live.

We sometimes play pranks and jokes on April Fool’s Day. And we can look at
the Resurrection of Jesus as a giant, glorious April Fool’s joke on those who were
against him. “Okay, powers of evil, violence, shame, corruption, and death-- you
thought you were going to win? Ha ha, April Fool’s! God’s love has overcome all of
you, because Jesus Christ has risen from the dead!”
Happy Easter!
God’s peace,
Pastor Kristen

American Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
February 12, 2018
Chair ProTem Maureen Even called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. Present at the meeting were Maureen
Even, Mary Adams, Pastor Kristen, Christy Phillips, Wayne Schneider, Kaye Jones, Christa Leach and Sara
Borland. Absent from the meeting was Barb Hayek.
Pastor led devotions with the daily reading from “Christ In Our Home”. The Bible verse for the day was from
Exodus 19:8.
Elect President and Vice President for the council—Wayne Schneider made a motion to elect Maureen Even as
President. Sara Borland seconded the motion. Motion carried. Mary Adams made a motion to elect Wayne
Schneider as Vice President. Christa Leach seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Secretary’s Report—Wayne Schneider made a motion to accept the Secretary’s report. Christa Leach
seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report—Christa Leach made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report. Sara Borland seconded the
motion. Motion carried. The balance in the checking account at the end of January is $81.73.
Committee Reports:
Abundant Life –will meet on February 15, 2018.
Hospitality—no meeting
Parish Ed—this year VBS will be held from August 5-9. United Methodist Church is this year’s host.
Property—Ray Zummak has attached metal around the northwest downspout to prevent squirrels and
birds to enter. The sump pump by the kitchen was not working the week of January 22 when it rained. The
water made its way into the hallway and also into the kitchen under the island. Mary Adams cleaned up what
she could and turned on the dehumidifier. The sump pump area has been cleaned out and the sump pump is
now working. The new windows have been installed into the kitchen.
Scholarship—information regarding the scholarship has been placed in the Lamp and the weekly bulletin.
Applications are due to Pat Winblade by March 1, 2018. Pat Winblade has agreed to be the chairperson of
the Scholarship Committee. Sue Rigdon has agreed to be on the committee since Dawna Smith is no longer a
member.
Worship & Music—hymns have been chosen till the end of April.
Youth—The Hoeys do know which hotel they will be staying in when going to the Youth Gathering in
Austin, TX. A fundraiser is being held on Friday night February 16, 2018 to help with expenses.

Pastor’s Report:
In the past month, Pastor has had 3 home communion visits and has presided over 1 worship service at
Buchanan County ABCM Rehab.
The Ministerium Week of Prayer for Christian Unity service on January 18 was fairly well attended, and
people enjoyed participating in the Unity Choir.
Meals on Wheels had paused for a while, but the Ministerium pastors discussed it a bit and it has
restarted again.
Pastor has been working with the UMC and First Presbyterian churches to plan the spring semester of
JAM (Jesus and Many).
Pastor took an online Continuing Education class called “Building Pastoral Resiliency,” which was very
helpful in helping her to focus on her mission and purpose as a Pastor, as well as techniques for dealing with
difficulties that pastors encounter.
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2018, and there will be 6 mid-week services. Beginning
on February 21, we’ll use the Holden Evening Prayer service and hear Reader’s Theater presentations of some of
Jesus’ parables and miracles. If you are interested in being a reader, please let Pastor know.
On Saturday, February 17 at 2 PM, Pastor will be doing a special baptism service for a family that
plans to join our church but is unable to have their extended family come on Sunday. Kaye Jones will be
attending as a representative of the congregation.
On February 18, the churches in the Jubilee Conference will be holding a Conference Assembly at Zion
Lutheran in Waterloo. The assembly is from 2-4 PM and is open to all. The members of our Abundant Life
committee will be attending as our congregation’s voting members. They Synod’s Generosity network and Youth
Ministry network will be doing presentations about their resources.
Pastor will be taking a continuing education class through UNI about Women in Christianity, Judaism and
Islam. The class starts on February 14 and the following 3 Wednesday mornings.
On Wednesday March 7, which is an early out day, Pastor will have a muffin baking day with some of
the youth and children baking muffins for the Easter breakfast.
The Taste of EWALU event this year will be Sunday, March 25, from 11:30 AM to 7 PM. All is welcome
to attend.
Pastor is requesting vacation for the week of April 2-8, which is the week right after Easter. Much of it
will be a “stay-cation” to do spring cleaning in the house, and that Sunday will be the baptism of her new niece.
This will be down in the St. Louis area. Mary Adams made a motion to accept the dates for Pastor’s vacation.
Kaye Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried. It was discussed to ask Tyler Hoey if he would like to do the
service the morning of April 8.
New Business:
Council placements with Committee’s were discussed—Wayne Schneider would like to be the council
representative on the Property Committee. Kaye Jones will be the council representative for the Be Our Guest.
It was discussed to add Connie Jones to the Be Our Guest committee. Connie has been coming and helping out
quite a bit with the meals. A question was asked regarding the Serving Groups, and the Serving Groups are
only for funerals.
Maureen Even asked Wayne Schneider to be the head usher, Shirley Bergman to be the head organist
and Chris and Mike Waring to be the financial secretary. They have all agreed to the positions. Christa Leach
made a motion to accept them to their positon. Kaye Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Make a list of names to appoint 2 members to 2018 Nominating Committee—it was discussed to have
each member of the council to come back to the March meeting with a name of a member who would be willing
to serve on this committee in the fall.
Check with council members for the best day and time for the council meetings—it was discussed and
decided this would be tabled until the March meeting when everyone could be there.
Council meal for incoming and outgoing council members—the dinner will be a potluck held on March 18,
2018 at 11:30 AM.

Use of church facilities—it was discussed to have one contact person for the congregation to contact, so
we do not have to contact all council members before it is ok for members to use the church. It was discussed to
form a committee to come up with guidelines for the use of the church facilities. Kaye Jones volunteered to be
on the committee to redo the policy of using the church. Wayne Schneider made a motion for the Bergman
Family to use the Fellowship Hall for Shirley’s retirement party. Sara Borland seconded the motion. Motion
carried. No fees will be charged as long as the party using the Fellowship Hall leaves it the way it was found.
Keys—Maureen Even sent an email to old council members on the list to see who still has keys. She has
received keys back from BJ Collings for front door & kitchen door. It was discussed about another way of
receiving packages at the church. Dawna Smith was receiving packages from Fed Ex & UPS for the church, then
she would bring them to the church.
Kristi Clayton will be gone March 3-6. Maureen Even will fill in for her while she is gone that weekend.
Keith Neuhring made a suggestion from the Technology Committee to get a DVD player for the Fireside
Room. This was discussed and Sara Borland will be checking on prices for a DVD player or Blu Ray/DVD combo
and a smart TV to be used for Sunday school and confirmation classes.
It was discussed to set up a 5-year goal for a want and need list for improvements on the church. This
will be discussed more at future meetings.
Old Business:
None
Correspondence:
A thank you was received from the ELCA Global Church Sponsorship for the donation of $2,027.05 for
MaryBeth Oyebade.
A thank you was received from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America for the donation of $196.87.
This is enough donation to purchase a piglet, rooster and 3 goats for families.
Deacon and reader assignments were given for March.
The next council meeting is scheduled for March 12, 2018 at 6:30 PM.
Wayne Schneider made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 PM. Christa Leach seconded the motion.
Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,
Christy Phillips
Secretary

March Be Our Guest
April 18: Turkey, Dressing, Mashed potatoes with
gravy, corn and pumpkin bars.
April 25: Creamed Turkey on biscuits, green beans
and cake.

Taste of Camp EWALU Rescheduled
Join us for an adventure at Camp EWALU! Sunday, April 22nd, 2018. We will leave
ALC at 11:30am, and return to ALC by 7:00pm. Activities will include: lunch in Cedar
Lodge Dining Hall, a wagon ride tour of the camp, low ropes course and zip line,
supper cooked over the campfire, s’mores and camp songs. Cost: $10 for the first
person in your family, $5 for each additional person from the same family, age 3 and
under are free. $5 extra if you plan to do the zip line (age 9 and up are eligible).
Payable to ALC’s Luther League Youth Ministry fund. All people (of any age) are
welcome! Let Pastor Kristen know if you plan to come or if you have questions.
Camp Ewalu Volunteer Work Weekend
Join other families, volunteers and church groups to help Camp Ewalu prepare for the
summer camping season. Friday-Saturday 6pm-8pm April 27 & 8am-5pm April 28,
2018. If interested contact Camp Ewalu by Friday April 20th so lodging, meals, and
projects can be arranges. (Camp@ewalu.org/563-933-4700)
Synod Assembly
The 2018 Northeastern Iowa Synod Assembly will take place on June 8-10 (Friday
evening through Sunday noon) at Wartburg College in Waverly. Synod Assembly is a
wonderful time to connect with other ELCA Lutheran congregations and participate in
the work of the wider church. We are looking for two voting members to go with Pastor
Kristen to the Synod Assembly-- please let Pastor Kristen or a council member know if
you are interested. Early bird (discounted) registration ends on May 8.
Buchanan County Community Blood Drive
Save local lived and donate blood at the Buchanan County Blood Drive on Tuesday
April 10th, 2018 from 12pm-5:30pm. Donations can be made at BDHD Wellness Center
Aerobics Studios, 1600 First Street East, Independence, IA.

Military Members
Shawn Even is in the Army Reserves and currently at home.
If you know of anyone else serving in the armed forces, please contact the church office via
phone (827-6626) or e-mail (secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org). We’d like to remember
them in our prayers

Fellowship Hosts
Fellowship hosts are needed for April and May. Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall.

In Sympathy
Our prayers are with the family of Wilfred (Bill) Thom, who passed away on March 19.
A Memorial Service for Bill has tentatively been scheduled for the afternoon of Sunday,
June 10.
Thank you
To our prayer shawl ministry group, thank for that beautiful prayer shawl. I have it
laying on the back of Bill’s recliner. It give me much comfort and peace.
—Margaret Thom
Prayer Shawls
Prayer Shawls are available to any who have need. If you know of someone who could
benefit from receiving a prayer shawl, you may take one from the Fireside room to
bring to them.
Become a Member of ALC
If you or someone you know is interested in membership at American Lutheran Church
please contact either Pastor Kristen (pastor@americanlutheranjesup.org) or Jessica
Saunders (secretary@americanlutheranjesup.org) the church secretary so that a new
member class can be arranged.
Pastor on Vacation
Pastor Kristen will be on Vacation from April 2nd-April 9th. If there is a pastoral care
emergency, please call Pastor Mike Ashman at 391-231-6440.
EWALU Summer Camp
2018 Summer Camp brochures are now available. Register April 15 for a $20 discount.
Let Pastor Kristen know if you have any questions!
Houston Bound!
Help us raise funds for the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering.
Choose an envelope to take off of the board located in the
back of the sanctuary. Each envelope has a designated
dollar amount on the front. Please place your donation
into the envelope. Return the envelope to Pastor or place it
in the offering plate. (Checks may be made to American
Lutheran Church with youth gathering indicated in the
memo line)Thank you so much for your support!
We will be excited to share about our experiences when
we return!

Children's Books for the Youth Gathering
Our youth who are going to the 2018 Youth Gathering in Houston are collecting
children's books for the children of Houston. You may bring copies of any of these
books and leave them in the back of the church. A portion of April's Noisy Offering will
also go toward purchasing books for the children of Houston.
They are in need of new or gently used copies of the following books:
*Bad Kitty (series) by Nick Bruel
*Elephant and Piggie (series) by Mo
Willems
*Frog and Toad (series) by Arnold Lobel
*It's Shoe Time by Mo Willems and
Brian Collier
*Little Bear (series) by Elsa Holmelund
Minarik
*Mercy Watson (series) by Kate
DiCamillo
*Amulet (series) by Kazu Kibuisji
*El Deafo by Cece Bell
*Ghost by Raina Telgameier
*Mighty Jack by Ben Hatke
*Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson
*Secret Coders (series) by Gene Luen
Yang
*Brown Girl Dreaming by Jaqueline
Woodson
*Diary of a Wimpy Kid (series) by Dav
Pilkey
*Dragon Masters (series) by Tracey
West
*Eerie Elementary (series) by Jack
Chabert
*Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt
*Frank Einstein (series) by Jon Scieszka
*Ghost by Jason Reynolds

*I Survived (series) by Lauren Tarshis
*Laura Line by Crystal Allen
*Matilda by Roald Dahl
*One and Only Ivan by Katherine
Applegate
*One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams
Garcia
*Origami Yoda (series) by Tom
Angleberger
*Some Kind of Courage by Dan
Gemeinhart
*The Cross Over by Kwame Alexander
*The Lions of Little Rock by Kristin
Levine
*The Year of Billy Miller by Kevin
Henkes
*Wonder by Raquel Palacio
*Dragons Love Tacos by Adam Rubim
*Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de
la Pena
*Mango, Abuela and Me by Meg Medina
*Martina and the Beautiful Cockroach: A
Cuban Folktale by Carmen Agra Deedy
*Pete the Cat (series) by James Dean
*The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew
Daywalt
*Why Am I Me by Paige Britt

Save the Date for VBS
The Jesup Community Wide Vacation Bible School will take
place in the evenings on Sunday-Thursday, August 5-9, 2018.
Save the date! More info will be available later.

Notes from Worship and Music
Thank You for Lenten Music
American Lutheran enjoyed the beautiful
Lenten service of Holden Evening Prayer lead
by Alyssa and Kristin Hoey and Jenna
Tolle. Thanks to their leadership and thank you
to the congregation for singing the antiphonal
responses for this wonderful experience during
the Lenten season. We’re looking to expand
our special music ideas and need special music
for May. Know anyone who could offer the gift
of special music sometime? Contact Shirley
Bergman at bergmansa@hotmail.com or call
319- 239-0031 to discuss options!
Chime Choir:
April 18th practice 6 PM;
(play April 22nd 9 AM)
Thanks to all our chime team who have stepped into this exciting new adventure this
year. Members include Sara and Hannah Borland, Pat Winblade, Alyssa, Kristin, and
Sue Hoey, Payton Ruchdaschel, Jenna Tolle, Beth Stanek, Piper Zelle, Traci and Katie
Clark, and Shirley Bergman.
We were able to have this special music thanks to the wonderful help of Anabeth and
David Voights, and Karen Weltzin from Zion Jubilee. They have shared their time,
patience, and chimes with American Lutheran for this instrumental opportunity.
Please let Shirley know if you have interest in being part of this team. We will pick up
practices in the fall with the start of school. Thanks!
Praise team practice:
April 11th at practice at 7pm
(Perform April 15th at 9am)
May 16th practice at 7pm
(Perform May 20th at 9am)
Thanks to all our team members who enjoy this opportunity to help lead our
congregation in worship, and especially to Charlie for being our organizer and
cheerleader in praise.

Current team members include Charlie, Cyndi Nuehring, Sara Borland, John Bergman,
Alyssa, Kristin, and Sue Hoey, Ray Zummak, Chris Waring, Jenna Tolle, Shirley
Bergman, and any of the children. Please come to a practice if you are interested in
joining our team.
Youth Summer Music Opportunities
This may be an excellent time to be thinking of dates to do special music May through
August, especially for youth. Some of you on this list are the "teachers" who may have
ideas that will work for younger ones. This certainly isn't a comprehensive list so if you
know of others please let me know or invite them for us.
Piano pieces, instrumental pieces, duets, voice, teacher/student pieces - all are
welcome. Ask your music teachers for ideas as they are a great resource for finding
music appropriate for church and may help you practice. Also, ask your teacher for
the accompaniment music. I am most willing to accompany if needed.
Please contact me to coordinate dates. Thanks so much!
Shirley Bergman
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Jeff & Katey Niichel
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Jeremy Anhalt
Rayann Vogel
Krisha Tonne
Michael Winblade
Ronald Bushkofsky
Chris Jones
Sydney Engbretson
Jen Bistline
Kristin Johnson
Logan Krivanek
Rosemary Zummak
Kelsey McLeod
Mitchell McMartin
Iva Ruehs
Carol Ricklefs
Natalie Schares
Laurie Even
Callen Yonkovic
Emerson Tegtmeyer
Ella Krivanek
Grace Stalheim
Bryan Tonne
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Alisa Clayton
Pat Winblade
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Riley Mihm
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Glen Anderson
Melanie Distler
Alan Renner
Ron Gosse
Teresa Wust
Christina Conner
Daryl Rachuy
Stephanie Yonkovic
Alaena Milner
Greg Lysne
Larry Thompson
Monica Hill
Kyler Lysne
Don Smith
Wendi Bjorheim
Hayden Johnson
Hunter Johnson
Mya Johnson
Danni Kopplin
Rhianna Bigwood
Shane Witt
Shirley Bergman
Mackenzie Wilson
Joyce Wright
Harold Clayton II
Alisa Clayton
Brian Hill
Tami Hill
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Kayla Schutte
Wyatt Thompson
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Mike Waring
Wendell Erpelding
Mike Peters
Gabriella Zabloudil
Mike Bistline
Brooklyn Jacobsen
Heather Anderson
Shawn Even
Eric Olson
Sheri Waring
Brea Witt
Lauryn Witt
Layne Witt
Kristin Johnson
Chris Waring
Krisha Tonne
Kyler Bly
Mitchell Hayek
Chad Hill
Jennifer Wilson
Kelly Wolf
Gage Sebetka
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