DELTA
I NFORMAL
GARDENERS
IMPORTANT DATES
We meet on the fourth
Monday of each month,
7:30 pm at the Brentwood
Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street
in Brentwood.
Board Meetings are held on
the first Tuesday, (after the
first Monday), of each month
in the Fireside Room.

Propagation Workshop

2014 Fall season propagation
has ended. Please join us in
the spring as we move our
operations to Wolfe Ranch.

General Meetings
November 24

Our speaker is Martin Tucker on
Holiday Decor. Thanks to Leslie
Servin, Connie Miller and Marlys
Carlysle for refreshments.

Board Meetings

November 25
2015 meeting dates will be
in the December Weeder

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
2014 Holiday Potluck
December 15

Brentwood Community Center

2015 Annual-Perennial
Plant Sale
May 9—Wolfe Ranch

Delta Informal
Gardeners encourages
gardening through
education and
beautification of
the community

The Weeder
NOVEMBER 2014

VOLUME 26 | ISSUE 11

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Bedtime

With anticipation we are putting our garden to bed for the
winter. We raked leaves, spread compost, and put winter
veggies in the ground. Holes are dug for the new trees. We lost
our old dog, Izzie, not long ago, so a dogwood in her memory
will go in one of the side yards and a Raywood Ash will go in out back to
create some shade on a future sunny day.
It’s time to plan our winter projects. We are fortunate to live in an area that
we can do projects at this time of year. We have fences and gates to repair
and I’d like to build some cat shelters for the feral cats that live in our yard.
I’m sure Chris has a different list, but eventually they will all get done. We
may have to flip a coin for whose project goes first. Then again, we may just
sit back with a cup of coffee and plan our projects for spring. No doubt they
will include fences and gates.
Enjoy the peace in your garden this winter. Soon enough we will be looking
forward to spring when things wake up and bloom.

MARTIN TUCKER—NOVEMBER 24TH SPEAKER
Holiday Decoration Ideas
Don’t miss this demonstration of holiday
decorating. DIG’s own Martin Tucker
will head up the demonstrations. After
retiring from 40 years of teaching and
school work in 1996, Martin and Bev
moved to Antioch and shortly after
joined DIG. Martin has served as DIG’s
president many times and has also been
our field trip coordinator for many years.
Being a farm boy, Martin developed
a natural liking of plants and animals. Get some new holiday decoration ideas.
Gardening and floral interest caused him to be a self taught hobby florist. He
did the major part of the floral arrangements for two churches over many years
and did the flowers for the weddings of all four of his children. He also created
a job teaching floral design in adult education and six years later did a second
retirement. Now gardening is his main activity.
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GARDENING EVENTS
DIG Field Trips
Orchard Nursery, Lafayette
Thursday, December 4
Call Martin Tucker, 779-1659
or Robin Choate, 634-9688
for more information.

DIG 2014 Fall Propagation
Fall Propagation has ended.
Please join us next year as we
move our operations to Wolfe
Ranch. Check the Weeder or
website for more information in
the coming months.

WANTED: 1-gallon Pots!
We’re in need of a lot of 1-gallon
plastic pots. If you have some or
know of anyone who has some
they would like to donate, please
call Steve Hendrickson at
634-1463. Pots can also
be dropped off behind the
greenhouse at Wolfe Ranch.

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED: Variegated Society
Garlic. If you have some to divide,
call Carrie Alexander 240-8044.
She will come to get it.

Your Weeder
Are there gardening topics that
you would like to see addressed
in the Weeder? Send your
questions to Lori or Carolee and
we’ll do our best to get them
answered. lori@mayodesign.net
or cvjames88@att.net
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H O L I D AY T O Y D R I V E
Don’t forget to bring one unwrapped toy to the November meeting, we
will be collecting them to donate to a local charity and you will have the
satisfaction of helping a disadvantaged child have a Merrier Christmas!
N O V E M B E R M E M B E R S H I P U P D AT E
Thank you to the 16 members who have already paid their dues for 2015. You
are fabulous members! A warm welcome goes out to our newest member, Lois
Mena. We now have a total of 135 members. At our next meeting I will once
again circulate a clipboard with membership slips and envelopes if you would
like to pay your dues at that time. After our speaker’s presentation I will be
available to update your membership, help guests join, provide membership
directories and answer any questions. Chris Artz, Membership Chairperson
BOARD MINUTES—NOVEMBER 4, 2014
Robin called the meeting to order. We will have our own Martin and other
members as speaker/demonstrators for the November meeting. Mike was
not present, so we did not have a treasurer’s report. Chris stated that we
have 136 members and 14 paid for 2015. The field trip committee members
will be meeting again on the 12th. Carole is working with the Brentwood
Community Center to finalize the details for our holiday potluck in
December. Steve said that we will be at Mel’s for this Saturday and probably
next. The soil temperature is dropping, so our cuttings won’t take beyond
that time frame. He has also ordered the soil for our spring plantings. It
was motioned and passed that we will be making donations to Marsh Creek
Elementary School, the Brentwood Community Chest, Hope House and
Contra Costa/Solano Food Bank. Robin will be responding to a request from
the East Contra Costa Historical Society for information regarding DIG.
The next board meeting will be on Tuesday, Nov 25th in the Fireside Room
of the Methodist Church in Brentwood at 7:30 p.m. Lori will be bringing
refreshments. Ginger Guider, DIG Secretary
DIG’S CHRISTMAS POTLUCK, GIFT EXCHANGE
& I N S TA L L AT I O N — December 15, 2014
We will be celebrating this year in the Arts & Crafts room, at the new
Community Center (35 Oak Street) in Brentwood on December 15th.
There is plenty of parking in the 3-story parking garage directly behind the
Center—we have been asked to park there. Disabled parking is directly in
front of the building. Please bring a favorite dish you would like to share
(make enough to serve about 8–10). There are a sink and electric outlets
handy in the room, but no refrigerator or stove are available.
Please bring an Exchange Gift for each person attending (if you wish to
participate in the exchange). Garden-related gifts are encouraged, & homemade
is very good. The gifts will be centerpieces on our dining tables, so size &
presentation do matter. Please don’t buy anything expensive , but do make it
a gift which you would enjoy receiving and will look nice as a centerpiece on
the table (suggestions—a nicely presented plant, bird feeder, garden deco, etc.).
If you have any questions, call Carole at 634-1463. Carole Hendrickson,
Hospitality Chairperson
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Q U I E T C O M PA N I O N S C R E AT E C O M P O S T
How would you like to make instant compost? You could if you have a pet
rabbit or know of someone who does. Rabbits are quiet little garden companions
with a small carbon paw print that can convert garden trimmings into one of the
best fertilizers around. Food collection is done during your daily garden dutiesdead heading roses, pulling weeds, etc. Rabbits teeth never stop growing and
they can eat orange peelings, pineapple rinds, citrus/apple branches, and the
ultimate bunny toy: dried pine cones. Making conventional compost takes time,
the right ratio of moisture, ‘browns’ and ‘greens’, decomposers, and physical
effort. A rabbit can do this more efficiently just by eating its normal, natural
diet of grass hay(browns) and veggie matter(greens). Its manure is considered
one of the best for gardening with Nitrogen at 2.4%, Phosphorus at 1.4% and
Potassium at 0.60% (Compare, Steer manure N- 0.70, P 0.30 and K 0.40—and
it will burn if used directly) Additionally, ‘bunure’ contains many trace minerals
and beneficials that are converted by the soil bacteria into to amazing humus.
Remember: feed your soil, and the soil feeds the plant.
Rabbits utilize poor forages, quickly
removing the indigestible plant fibers
creating the firm dry round pellets
first: but there is another aspect that
many rabbit owners don’t even realize
their rabbit does—they re-digest
cecatropes, which are a fermented
cluster of softer substance, utilizing
specialized hind gut bacteria, fungus
and yeast, to extract plant nutrients,
while manufacturing some other
Julie and Ash
nutrients it needs. No weed seeds
sprouting forth from this well tuned process. However, since rabbits rely so
heavily on their hindgut fermentation fauna and flora—they must develop the
proper GI tract populations overtime. Make the transition to a natural rabbit
safe* diet, or supplement a ‘complete’ pellet fed rabbit gradually. (*Lists are
online as to plants rabbits shouldn’t eat)
Rabbits are very clean animals utilizing one cage corner as a bathroom. They
can be easily litter box trained, simplifying valuable manure collection. These
magic bunny berries don’t need to be composted and can be used directly in
your garden. It is best to dig them into the soil, as they could attract flies, but
more importantly: by burying the manure, you prevent the nitrogen loss to the
atmosphere (78% of the air we breathe is nitrogen.) A simple manure tea, can be
made by soaking a few cups of rabbit manure enclosed in a cloth and floated in
a 5 gallon bucket of chlorine-free water for about 5-8 hours. You don’t want to
leave it too long as it will go anaerobic and kill off the live, beneficial organisms
we want to inoculate the soil with. Drench the base of your plants or use it in
a foliar sprayer. Dump the residual solids into your conventional compost bin.
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Cauliflower Pizzelle
From Food Network,
Maria Dragone, Harrison, NY
1 head cauliflower
1 cup flour
1 egg
Salt, Pepper to taste
3 tablespoons grated Parmesan
cheese
1-2 tablespoons chopped
fresh parsley
1 tablespoon baking powder
Olive Oil, enough to brown the patties.
Cut almost all stem off the
cauliflower, leaving just a little to
hold the head together. Place in
a pot of boiling water for about 5
minutes or until tender enough that
it can easily break with a fork. Drain
and let cool in a large bowl.
Mash the soft cauliflower with a
fork or with your hands. Mix in the
flour, egg, salt and pepper, cheese,
parsley and baking powder.
Prepare a frying pan with olive oil
until hot. Take a tablespoon or more
of the cauliflower mixture and drop
it into the oil, about 4 at a time,
depending on the pan size. After the
first side looks brown, gently turn over
and brown the other side. Place the
pizzelles on paper towels to cool, then
place on a clean platter and serve.
Yield: approximately 20 pizzelles
(about 6 to 10 servings)

So, there you have the scoop on bunny poop and one of the many reasons we
are enamored by these wonderful furry beasties that have turned our little plot of
planet into a flourishing green oasis! Julie Bisch-Pollock, DIG Member
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DIG Membership
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
ATTN: Chris Artz

Please fill out the membership form
and mail it along with your dues to
the address above. You may also
bring your form and dues to the
next general meeting.
Individual Membership...............$15
Family Membership....................$20
(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY
STATE
ZIP
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE

Please make checks payable to DIG.

New Member

Renewal

Directions
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DIG meets on the fourth
Monday of each month at
7:30 pm at the Brentwood
Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street in
Brentwood.

