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12 Characteristics of
a Healthy Church - p 4

Celebrating 10 Years of Covenant Foods!
by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer

Anniversary - a day that commemorates or celebrates a past event that
occurred on the same day of the year.
In June, Jim and Peggy Abram went to
Hawaii to celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary. On August 2, Veda Dickerson celebrated the 15th anniversary of
her liver transplant. On August 11, Pastor
Eric celebrated the 40th anniversary of
his birth. My book club friends and I just
went on a three day trip to celebrate
the 30th anniversary of our book club.
Many businesses commemorate their
employee’s milestone years of service
Opening Night: September 9, 2008
anniversaries. What special anniversary
of your own comes to mind? Covenant
Foods first opened its doors on Tuesday, September 9, 2008. The 10th anniversary of that
date falls on a Sunday this year. We are celebrating with a video presentation during the
worship service that morning. Many in our church give their money and prayers in support
of Covenant Foods, but have never seen it in action. We hope this video presentation
gives everyone a better understanding of what happens on Tuesday evenings. As they
say, “A picture is worth a thousand words”.
continued on page 2
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Covenant Foods 10th Anniversary (continued from page 1)
Why do we celebrate these anniversaries? After your
big anniversary, you still get up the next day, make your
bed, fix your meals, go to work, etc. On the Tuesday
after Covenant Foods’ 10th anniversary, as always, we
will pick up all the food donated by local businesses,
spend several hours setting up the food tables and
counseling stations, meet to pray at 3:30, and open our
doors to our neighbors at 4:00. This is done so we can
fulfill our mission statement to communicate the gospel
of Jesus Christ and demonstrate our faith by providing
food to those in need.
The important reason for celebrating is to look back,
and remind ourselves of what God has done to lead
and provide for this ministry. Psalm 105:4-5 says, “Search
for the Lord and for His strength; seek His face always.
Remember the wonderful works He has done, His wonders, and the judgements He has pronounced.” Mary
Hall was seeking His face when He gave her this idea.
We pray we continue to search for the Lord and only
act in His strength and that we remember His wonderful works. Some blessing are physical things, like providing computers and refrigerators. Some blessings are
intangible, like local businesses that donate food each
week and always having enough volunteers on any
given Tuesday. Then there are eternal blessings, like volunteers who have grown in their faith through serving
and guests who have accepted Jesus as their Savior.
These guests now have a new anniversary to celebrate
- the day of their salvation. And so we celebrate the
10th anniversary of Covenant Foods!
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IMB EDITORIAL STAFF | AUGUST 31 2016
This article was written as a summary of a message preached by David Platt. In it, he explored the relationship
between missionaries and local churches on the field.
Not every church is in good health. Some are gravely ill. Some are downright toxic. All are certainly in process,
but towards what, exactly, is that process meant to move them? How can a sick church heal without first knowing in what direction health lies? What, after all, is a healthy church?

Though not exhaustive, the following is a list of twelve characteristics that are shared by healthy churches.
1. Biblical Evangelism
The word “church” comes from a Greek word that means “an assembly of called-out ones.” It denotes that before a church can ever actually gather, the people must first hear the call to do so. As Paul questioned in Romans
10:14–15, “How can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them?” Churches are built through the fervent, faithful proclamation of Christ and him
crucified. Therefore, it’s the responsibility of the local church to be a mouthpiece of Christ, calling all who would
come to repentance and new life. But the new believer’s walk doesn’t end when they answer the call. Indeed,
it has only just begun.
2. Biblical Discipleship
According to Matthew 28:16–20, the command to “make disciples of all nations” is qualified by two activities:
“baptizing them” and “teaching them to obey.” Once a believer has declared allegiance to Christ through baptism, it’s the responsibility of the local church to be the place where they can learn obedience to Christ’s commands. A healthy church is a group of people intentionally living out the timeless, universal truths of the gospel
within the context of a finite, local community.
3. Biblical Membership
Almost every time the word “ecclesia” (church as defined above) appears in the New Testament, it refers to a
particular gathering of Christians in a particular place. It’s used to describe people who know one another and
share their very lives. They realize and celebrate that they are a part of something larger: the universal church
that is united across all space and time. But membership in that body is undergirded by an identifiable, local
membership, with clear qualifications and expectations for how they should love and serve one another and engage in God’s mission together. Each member is both called and equipped to serve the others (1 Cor. 12), with
a diverse array of gifts and abilities coming together to form a cooperative whole.
4. Biblical Leadership
One of the many gifts of the Holy Spirit is that of leadership. No church can experience health without the leadership of the pastors that Paul described in passages like 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. Such leaders are never meant
to be tyrants but rather shepherds, laboring “to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body
of Christ” (Eph. 4:12). Church members who are gifted and called to serve as leaders have the responsibility of
equipping their fellow members with what they need in order to be who Christ called them to be. The calling of
a pastor or elder is a challenging one, but that doesn’t mean the list of competencies is unattainable.
Faithful, biblical teaching is the means by which Jesus leads his church.
5. Biblical Teaching and Preaching
Faithful, biblical teaching is the means by which Jesus leads his church. Individual Bible study is essential, but it
isn’t sufficient. Healthy churches regularly set aside time to listen to their pastors and teachers carefully interpret
and apply the Word of God to every area of life. Sound, biblical interpretation requires much time, effort, study, and training, so church leaders need to be equipped accordingly. When healthy churches
gather together, they come expecting to hear God speak in both the sermon and the service.
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6. Biblical Ordinances
Healthy churches regularly observe believer’s baptism
and the Lord’s Supper as a part of their worship services.
Both are designed to declare and affirm our commitment
to Christ and his body. Some churches share the Lord’s
Supper each week, and others share it each month. Some
churches have baptistries, others have bathtubs. There is
freedom of expression as long as they are practiced in
accordance with Scripture and within the context of biblical worship.
7. Biblical Worship
The local churches come together to exalt God, sing,
share testimonies of God’s grace, spur one another on toward Christ and his Word, and send one another out into
service. As long as its members are following the Bible’s instructions for worship (1 Cor. 11, 1 Cor. 14, etc.), a healthy
church is free to enjoy a wide range of variety, diversity,
and creativity in their worship together.
8. Biblical Prayer
Every major advance of the gospel in the book of Acts
comes about as a response to the people of God praying
together. If we desire the same, then like the early church,
we must devote ourselves to prayer (Acts 2:42), regularly joining with one another with both dedication to and
desperation for communion with God. And just like Bible
study, private prayer is essential but insufficient. A healthy
church not only prays but prays with one another.
9. Biblical Fellowship
Fellowship described in the Bible encapsulates all its “one anothers:” love, serve, care, teach, serve, admonish,
exalt, build up, and bear with one another. Biblical fellowship is about sharing our lives with fellow church members, allowing the simplest and the deepest aspects of our days to become entwined. No one is intended to live
the Christian life in isolation, and the lone Christian is just as likely to wither in loneliness as they are to stumble into
disobedience.
10. Biblical Accountability and Discipline
Just as we need fellowship to spur us on to obedience, we need accountability to call us back from sin. Healthy
churches must be places where the young in faith can be lovingly enlightened and where the disobedient can
be gently rebuked in a manner consistent with the attitude and the process described by Christ in Matthew
18:15–20.
11. Biblical Giving
Healthy churches are financially self-sustaining or at least moving in that direction. More importantly, though,
healthy churches make generous giving to the cause of the gospel a regular corporate practice, as described
in 1 Corinthians 16:1–4. And that generosity shouldn’t be confined to our finances. The desire to see the gospel
change others’ lives should characterize every facet of our own.
A healthy church, by its very definition, will create other healthy churches.
12. Biblical Mission
Congregations must be actively engaged in making disciples locally and globally. Every member is a disciple
maker in the world, and healthy churches are both organized and administered in such a way that members are
motivated, trained, and equipped to make disciples in whatever context God places them. A healthy church,
by its very definition, will create other healthy churches.
David Platt is the president of the International Mission Board. You can find him on Twitter @plattdavid.
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Monday Bible Study for NSM Girls

“Why Do You Believe That?”
by Mary Jo Sharp

Monday evenings 7:00-9:00
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The Back to School
Bash in August was a
great time for Northside Students to meet
the incoming class and
have fun eating, laughing and playing games
together. We are ready
to dive into a new year
of school.

September 10 & 17
October 1, 15 & 29
November 5
Led by Bev Olonoh, Sara Beth
Furey and Rachel Brock
Contact Bev at accounting@
northsideindy.org for location and
to let us know you’re coming.

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

September 2018

The Vision

Parents of Preschoolers: September 12
Grandparents are invited to join us for POPs in September. Come to the Fireside Room in the Christian Life
Center at Northside at 9:00 AM on September 12 for our
Grandparents Celebration. You can even bring your
own Preschoolers for songs and snacks. Please RSVP to
Karen White kwhite@northsideindy.org or call the office
317-255-6692.
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Wednesday Nights this Fall

Saturday, September 22 we will meet at 9:45 AM at
Rhythm Discovery Center, 110 W. Washington Street
in Indianapolis. Please RSVP to Karen White kwhite@
northsideindy.org or call the office 317-255-6692.

Beginning Wednesday, September 12, we will have
something for all ages. Adults will be led by Jason Hammond who will present a study on Biblical Counseling
starting at 6:30 PM. Students in grades 6-12 will start a
twice per month meeting in the Assembly Room. Beginning at 6:30 PM, these meetings feature fun, music and
Bible study. Awana, for age 4 through grade 5 will also
start at 6:30 PM on September 12. Childcare is avilable
for age 3 and under.

7

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

An Update from the Field

The Vision

September 2018

by HJ and Ebeth

Greetings Northside family! It is with joy that we
greet you, those of you we’ve known for years and
those of you we haven’t. We’re thankful to be able to
contribute in this month’s Vision with an update on how
we are doing.
Whether you are new in your walk with Christ or
have journeyed with Him for a length of time, we’ve all
heard/experienced the ‘mile’ markers in that spiritual
journey. Sometimes they are close together and other
times they’re distanced apart yet what makes it exciting is that we don’t know how many of those markers
we’ll have - and plus, we’re content with those that we
have had – namely the salvation that we’ve received
in Christ Jesus our Lord!
We praise God for the fellowship we’ve had and
have at Northside because of the many ‘markers’ we
experienced in the 7 years we were there. We came
to the fellowship in 2004 as believers and newlyweds.
God took two Illinoisans and made us Hoosiers as we
started our marriage, but more importantly He allowed
us to be Northsiders as we began to serve Him in Indianapolis. We actually lived on the west side but found
ourselves at 71st and Keystone 3 or 4 times a week even
before I served on staff there!
As I’ve mentioned markers, a significant one happened ten years
ago. It came in the summer of 2008
as God spoke to us through two different experiences and by His Word.
For two years I had believed God was
calling me to plant churches, and I
assumed that meant in the northern suburbs of Indianapolis where the population growth had exploded,
and evangelical churches hadn’t. In that summer
God affirmed what I believed but erased what I had
assumed. In pursuing church planting He revealed to
me that it was not in IN where we’d be planting. And
just after this, He exposed Ebeth’s heart, that she had
been holding back from His call, and that we were to
serve Him internationally!
If you find it strange that He would do this – “don’t”!
I say that with great joy for the Father has called many
to enter into His fields, which are white for harvest, and
also which are all over the world! And Northside has
been fertile ground for these laborers to uproot and
plant in different places. We rejoice to see many of
these stories being shared in the Vision!
However, we also rejoice to see our fellowship has
continued. From April to August of 2015 Northside was
tremendous in welcoming us and providing for us on
our stateside assignment. As we’ve just marked the
three-year anniversary of that return to the field, you all
have been on our hearts as we praise Him for how He
sustains us. He does that through your prayers. Keep
praying. And He also does that as we live in
great expectation for what He is doing and
will do among our people group.
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Three years ago this fall we also became team
leaders for denominational workers serving among the
people group. The first year and a half was a great
trial, and God refined both us and the team through
that! However, over the last year we
have begun to see Him answer our
prayers. Our team is now 9 persons (4
coming this month to the field) and we
are positioned to work together and
see His kingdom advance as He answers yours’ and ours’ prayers!
Our main prayer has been from
Psalm 90 and I must share the last two verses with you,
“Let Your work be seen by Your servants, and Your
splendor by their children. Let the favor of the Lord our
God be on us; establish for us the work of our hands—
establish the work of our hands!”
Upon all these ‘markers’ we look back with joy.
We’re abiding and striving in the place where He’s
called us to. And we look ahead with excitement
about how He establishes our work and does it in partnership with you! One more thing – “don’t” - forget,
and neither be surprised, when you hear His voice calling to you from the Northside pew inviting yous to labor
in His kingdom abroad! It’s from Him and for Him, for all
things belong to Him! Amen?
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CONFERENCE 2018

NOVEMBER 2-3, 2018

Dr. Charles Ware
Plenary Speaker

Hosted by
Parkside Bible Church
Brownsburg, IN
CalledOutConference.org

$50 early bird registration
by October 19

Mark vroegop
Plenary Speaker

Renew: Praying and Pondering the Word of God

Greg Gilbert
Plenary Speaker

A free, two-day conference with STBS professor Don
Whitney will be at Geist Community Church in September. Contact Nate Brock at nbrock@northsideindy.org
if you want to sign up. The Friday evening, September
14 session is 7:00-9:30 and Saturday morning, September 15 is 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM. www.geist.org/renew.

Flame
Artist in Concert

Called Out Conference 2018

Our senior high school students will be attending the
Called Out Conference November 2-3 at Parkside Bible
Church in Brownsburg. Reserve your spot by October
16 for $50. Please let Nate Brock know you’re planning
to come. nbrock@northsideindy.org. Speakers include
Dr. Charles Ware, Mark Vroegop and Greg Gilbert. Music and worship with Flame.

Each Sunday morning during our worship time there
are two people praying for the service, for the pastors,
the message, the worship, for those sitting in the pews,
guests and regular attenders, various ministries going
on in the church and more. Want to be part
of this ministry? Contact the church office at
317-255-6692.
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by John Reeder, Associate Pastor of Worship

“Because We Care” with Special Guest Tina McIntosh
A JOY Lunch Special Emphasis September 20
I cannot tell you how excited I am that Tina McIntosh, President and CEO of Joy’s House will be our special guest! Joy’s House was created from Tina’s dream,
supported by family and friends, and has blossomed
into a remarkable not-for-profit organization that provides physical, mental and financial relief for families
caring for a loved one. Caregiving for a parent, spouse,
family member or friend can be both wonderful and
exhausting. What are you to do if you need to go to
work, attend an appointment or simply take time for
yourself? Adult day service is the perfect answer. Joy’s
House serves adults living with life-altering diagnoses
and their families by providing exceptional adult day
and caregiver services.
JOY LUNCH is open to anyone in our church to attend. Yes, it is typically attended by our “Just Older
Youth” but especially with a guest such as Tina, we
want to invite anyone in the church to attend. Watch
for a sign up in the bulletin so we can plan food appropriately. Meat is provided but please plan to bring
a side dish or dessert if you can. Lunch is at 11:30 and
Tina will share approximately at 12:15. This is a perfect
opportunity to bring a friend with you to Northside.
In preparation to learn more about Tina and Joy’s
House you can peruse their website joyshouse.org and
perhaps give a listen to their radio program CAREGIVER CROSSING aired weekly on WIBC radio at 7 AM on
Saturday mornings.
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Brown County Adventure: September 29
That’s Right… When you think about FALL ACTIVITIES here in Indiana it is hard not to think of beautiful
BROWN COUNTY. Why not take a day away and enjoy it with friends. Transportation (TBA) will be provided
from the church for those who need it and a variety
of activities are being planned for your fellowship and
enjoyment…. A Nature Walk so easy that Wheel Chair
bound folks can do, (I like the sound of that), Hiking
some of the State Park Trails, a Shopping Excursion,
anyone want to plan a MC Ride? For those less adventurous but all about the fun… we will have music,
board games, yard games, card games, and fishing at
Sandra’s Cabin while we await the others to join us for
a late lunch at 3 PM. This is going to be a ton of fun and
we hope you mark your calendar and plan to join us!
Marriage Tip… Husbands… want to score big time
points with your wife? Why not plan to take Friday off
with your wife and enjoy a day with just your spouse on
Friday and your Friends on Saturday! Better start planning as rooms in Brown County book up fast this time of
the year
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff
Eric Martin
emartin@northsideindy.org
Senior Pastor

Micah Langmaack
micah@northsideindy.org
Facilities Manager

John Reeder
jreeder@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Jan Jeter
office@northsideindy.org
Office Assistant

Nathan Brock
nbrock@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor

Barbara Cross
bcross@northsideindy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Karen White
kwhite@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Bev Olonoh
accounting@northsideindy.org
Controller

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senior Women - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Cross Training:
Sunday, 9:00 AM
New Testament: Room D100

Steinmeier:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Married Couples:
Wednesdays 317-255-6692
Women:
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples

