
 1 

 

��������������������������������������������� 9ROXPH�����2FWREHU�	�1RYHPEHU������� 

3XQWD�*RUGD��)ORULGD 
(ONV�/RGJH������ dŚĞ dĂůĞ 

*UHHWLQJV�$OO�(ONV� 
 
,�KRSH�WKLV�ILQGV�HYHU\�RQH�VWD\LQJ�FRRO��:KDW�D�ZDUP�VXPPHU�ZH�KDYH�KDG��,W�KDV�EHHQ�
KDUG�IRU�XV�WR�NHHS�WKH�ORGJH�FRRO�LQ�WKLV�KHDW��EXW�ZH�DUH�VWLOO�KHUH�DQG�PRYLQJ�IRUZDUG�DIWHU�
D�WZR�ZHHN�VKXWGRZQ�IRU�FOHDQLQJ�DQG�UHYDPSLQJ��0DQ\�WKDQNV�JR�RXW�WR�DOO�ZKR�JDYH�VR�
IUHHO\�RI�WKHLU�WLPH�DQG�ODERU�WR�KHOS�XV�FOHDQ�WKH�ORGJH��7KDQNV��DOVR��WR�WKH�JUHDW�SDLQWLQJ�
FUHZ�ZKR�KHOSHG�SDLQW�WKH�SRUFK�DUHD��LQVWDOO�QHZ�OLJKWV�DQG�IDQV���:KDW�D�JUHDW�LPSURYH�
PHQW�WR�RXU�/RGJH� 
 
7ZR�RWKHU�IDQWDVWLF�JURXSV�LQ�RXU�/RGJH�ZKR�PDQ\�JUHDW�WKDQNV�JR�RXW�WR�DUH�WKH�(ONHWWHV��
ZKR�VR�JUDFLRXVO\�GRQDWHG�DOO�RI�WKH�QHZ�VLOYHUZDUH�LQ�WKH�GLQLQJ�URRP��7KH�3DVW�([DOWHG�
5XOHUV�GRQDWHG�DOO�RI�WKH�QHZ�SODWHV�LQFOXGLQJ�EUHDG�SODWHV�IRU�WKH�WDEOHV��,I�\RX�KDYHQ
W�
EHHQ�LQ�WR�VHH�WKH�QHZ�LPSURYHPHQWV�SOHDVH�VWRS�E\� 
 
2XU�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQW�7RP�/XGZLFN�DQG�KLV�ODG\�-R\FH�ZHUH�KHUH�IRU�D�YLVLW�DORQJ�ZLWK�D�ODUJH�
JURXS�RI�6WDWH�2IILFHUV�DQG�3DVW�6WDWH�3UHVLGHQWV��:H�HQMR\HG�WKH�IHOORZVKLS�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�
WKH\�EURXJKW�ZLWK�WKHP�WR�WKH�/RGJH�DQG�KRSH�DOO�KDG�D�JUHDW�WLPH���:KDW�D�IDQWDVWLF�JURXS�
RI�(ONV� 
 
0DQ\�RI�\RX�NQRZ��EXW�PDQ\�GRQ
W��WKDW�WKH�)ORULGD�(ONV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�KDV�SURFODLPHG�HYHU\�
)ULGD\
V�DV�ZHDU�UHG�GD\�LQ�KRQRU�RI�DOO�DFWLYH�PLOLWDU\�SHUVRQDO��2XU�YHU\�RZQ�3(5�-XG\�
1XHW]HO�ZKR�LV�DOVR�6WDWH�9HWHUDQV�6HUYLFH�2IILFHU��LV�DVNLQJ�DOO�WR�SOHDVH�ZHDU�UHG�RQ�)UL�
GD\
V��:H�KDYH�UHG�VKLUWV�ZLWK�WKH�VHUYLFH�HPEOHPV�DQG�)ORULGD�(ONV�IRU�VDOH�LQ�WKH�GLQLQJ�
URRP��,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�RQH��SOHDVH�VHH�RXU�FDVKLHUV�DW�WKH�IURQW�FRXQWHU�DQG�WKH\�FDQ�KHOS�
<RX� 
 
3OHDVH�DOVR�UHPHPEHU�WKH�3(5
V�2FWREHUIHVW�RQ�2FWREHU��WK��$OO�SURFHHGV�IURP�WKLV�VXSSRUW�
VFKRODUVKLSV�JLYHQ�RXW�E\�WKH�3(5
V��7KDQNVJLYLQJ�LV�FRPLQJ��'RQ
W�EH�OLNH�PH�DQG�HDW�WR�
PXFK��DV�LW
V�DOZD\V�JRRG��+DSS\�7KDQNVJLYLQJ�WR�DOO�MXVW�D�OLWWOH�HDUO\� 
 
7LP�3RKWR��(5 



 2 

 

 
N E W S L E T T E R  

 
EDITOR: Peter Vaphiades PDD 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS    Ambrose Yelovich, Pam 
Snyder, Walter LaCombe, Chick LaCombe, Bob Hahn,  
Judy Nuetzel, Bill Jameson, Tim Pohto, Greg Czarnecki, 
Dawn McIntyre, Meredith Zinn. 

 
The Punta Gorda Elks Lodge #2606  

newsletter, The Elks Tale,  is published 
 Bi-monthly. 

P U N T A  G O R D A  E L K S  # 2 6 0 6  

25538 Shore Drive    P.O. Box 511598 
Punta Gorda, FL  33951—1598 

www.puntagordaelks.org 
Lodge Secretary:              Pete Vaphiades PDD 
                                             941 637-2606 x 104 
Membership                        941 637-2606 x 103 
      Hours M-Th 9:00 to 2:00,  Fr  9:00 to Noon                                                 
Fax                                              941 637-4769                                   
E-mail:                             pgelks2606@gmail.com 

P A S T  E X A L T E D  R U L E R S  

1980-81    Don Roll PDDGER (D) 
1981-82    Wayne Arnold (D) 
1982-83   Gordon Keller (D) 
1983-84   Tony Maresca (D) 
1984-85   Sam Cavaliar (D) 
1985-86    Jim Christman (D) 
1986-87  Jay Stewart 
1987-88  Barry Carmichael 
1988-89  George Lamb (D) 
1989-90  Art Doran (D) 
1990-91  Charlie Hauka (D) 
1991-92  Ron Sorrentino PDDGER (D) 
1992-93    Darrell Hughes 
1993-94  Phillip Sansosti 

1994-95   Gordon Schmidt (D) 
1995-96     David Koch (D) 
1996-97   Gerald Philbrick 
1997-98   Fred Campau (D) 
1998-99   Vic Bellows (D) 
1999-00   Martin Jordan 
2000-01   Tom Gorman 
2001-02   Robert Townsend (D) 
2002-03   George McCloughan (D) 
2003-04     Carl Rehling 
2004-05     Tyrone MacKenzie PDDGER 
2005-06     Tom Gorman 
2006-07     Bob Hahn 
2007-08     Charles Warren 
2008-09     William Jameson 
2009-10     Patricia Schmidt 

2010-11     George Kretschman (D) 
2011-12     John Lennon 
2012-13     Ann Jameson 
2013-14     Greg Czarnecki 
2014-15     Joe Campbell 
2015-16     Julie Avers 
2016-17     Bill Dryburgh 
2017-18     Judy Nuetzel 
2018-19     Walter LaCombe 

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE: Walter LaCombe PER 
Camp                                         Janice MacKenzie 
Drug Awareness                            Betty Campbell      
Hoop-Shoot                                      David Casadei      
Kids Fishing Tournament              Brenda Hughes 
Sallie Jones Picnic                          David Casadei  
Scholarships                            Anthony (Bud) Bell 
Soccer Shoot                                  David Casadei 
Blood Drive         Ambrose Yelovich PER                           
 
FRATERNAL COMMITTEE: Daleen Hendrickson  PER 
Accident Prevention                  Joe Campbell PER 
Americanism                     Ty MacKenzie PDDGER 
Elks Nat’l Foundation                     Bob Hahn PER  
Flag Day                                             Exalted Ruler 
ELKS Memorial Day                             Vickie Hahn 
Nat’l Veterans Service    Mike & Mary Lou Grizzle 
Veterans Parade                               Fred Nuetzel                             
50/50    Julie Avers PER 
PUBLIC RELATIONS: 
State                                               Joanne Sutton                                          
National                              Ambrose Yelovich PER 

LODGE OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
Exalted Ruler                             Timothy Pohto PER     
Leading Knight                 Daleen Hendrickson PER           
Loyal Knight                                         Fred Nuetzel 
Lecturing Knight                               David Casadei            
Secretary                                  Pete Vaphiades PDD  
Treasurer                                                   Vic Turner  
Tiler                                                          Bill Gurnick 
Esquire                                           Eric Rolston PER 
Chaplain                               Ambrose Yelovich PER 
Inner Guard                                        Linda Moores 
Organist                                                            Open 
Presiding Justice                           Hal Wotitzky Esq 
Sub Forum Mediator                     Bill Jameson PER 
 
TRUSTEES 
*1 year                                           Charles Moores    
*2 Year                                      Joe Campbell PER                         
*3 Year                                       Judy Nuetzel PER              
*4 Year                                            Charles Troike 
*5 Year                                Walter LaCombe PER 
  *LODGE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AUDITING & ACCOUNTING COMMITTEE 
Auditor                                         Robert Hahn PER 
Auditor                    Tyrone MacKenzie PDDGER     
 
STATE MAJOR PROJECTS: BILL JAMESON 
PER 
* Harry Anna-Trust Fund  
* Florida Elks Youth Camp 
* Florida Elks Children’s Therapy 
 
PUNTA GORDA ELKS, INC. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President                             Walter LaCombe PER 
Vice President                             Eric Rolston PER 
Secretary                                  Anthony (Bud) Bell  

Treasurer                                          Fred Nuetzel                                               

Maintenance/Picnic Director                 OPEN       
Chicken Night Director/BAR             Mike Grizzle  

Kitchen / Wait Staff      Daleen Hendrickson PER 

 

MEETINGS   
Lodge: 1st & 3rd Tuesday Monthly 7:00pm,  Lodge Board of Directors: 1st & 3rd Tuesday Monthly 6:00pm  
(Except 1st Tuesday in July and 3rd Tuesday in August) 
Corporation Board of Directors:  3rd Saturday 9:00am;  PER Association:  1st Thursday Monthly 5:00pm  
Elkettes:  4th Tuesday Monthly 7:00pm 

The Tale 
P U N T A  G O R D A  E L K S ,  I N C .  

Corporate Office Manager           Dawn McIntyre 
   941 637-2606 x 102 
Cabin Rental  941 637-2606 x 101 
Fax              941 639-1625 
E-mail:                                 pgelkscabins@comcast.net 

P U N T A  G O R D A  E L K E T T E S  # 2 6 0 6  

Thrift Shop                                    941 637-2606 x 110 
E-mail:                                elkettes2606@comcast.net 
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PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Have you stopped to smell the flowers and no-

ticed how our lodge grounds look???  A small 

group of volunteers help to accomplish this pro-

ject.  Every Tuesday morning 8:00 AM – 10:00 

AM, these herds get this job done.  I call it our 

S.W.A.T. team.  This stands for “Seeds, Weeds 

and Trash.”  The lodge thanks the following:  Joe 

Smyly, Scott Kist, Mary Yeoman, Joel Zemke and 

Tom & Kathy Fixmer.  Also, Dick Fry and M.I.C. 

Gary Barb. 

As Bogie said, “We’ll always have Paris.”  I’ll 

paraphrase by saying, “We’ll always have 

leaves.”  Now my favorite quote: “I wondered 

why somebody didn’t do something.  Then I 

said, I am somebody.”  If you see this S.W.A.T. 

team about give them a shout.  Thank you.  Am-

brose Yelovich PER 

PLEASE PUT YOUR CIGARETTE BUTTS IN THE 

PROPER RECEPTACLES, DO NOT PUT THEM IN 

THE PARKING LOT.  YOU DON’T DO IT AT HOME, 

DON’T DO IT HERE! 

 

      
               CHAPLIN’S CORNER 

 
 

CHAPLIN’S CORNER 

A joyful toast of Jameson’s with a splash of branch to our loyal members! 

When you are lonely, I wish you love. 

When you are down, I wish you joy. 

When you are troubled, I wish you peace. 

When things are complicated, I wish you simple beauty. 

When things are chaotic, I wish you inner silence. 

When things look empty, I wish you hope. 

Si non nunc, quando if not now, when??? 

Being Christian isn’t easy, but the retirement plan is amazing. 

If you see something, say something!!! 

Once again, my favorite saying, I wondered why somebody didn’t do some-
thing, then I realized I 

am someone. 

Chaplain Ambrose Yelovich, P.E.R. 

IN VAIN WE CALL, 

TO OUR ABSENT  

MEMBERS 

Their faults are written in the sand,  
Their virtues upon the  

tablets of love and memory. 
Passed  

February through March 
 

 

Harold McCarthy 1935—2008 

David Thomas 1928—2019 

James Bodnar 1928—2018 

Peter Nearing 1937—2019 

James Pertz  1936—2019 

Thomas S Uhlich 1949-2018 

George Bertolini  1938—2018 

Richard Zeitler 1937—2019 

Andrew  Diedrich 1930—2019 

Raymond Dion  1933—2019 

William Burkmar  1946—2019 
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Breakfast will be served  on the second and fourth Sunday of 
 each month from 8:00 a.m. until noon. 

 

Bloody Mary or Mimosa $1 (cash) 
With Breakfast 

$8.00 

                                          Secretary’s 

                     Corner 

RED is an acronym that stands for Remember Eve-

ryone Deployed. R.E.D.  Red shirt Friday was creat-

ed to remind people of our heroes overseas and 

show that we are thinking of them.  

Remember to wear Red on  Fridays to honor our 

troops. 

Peter Vaphiades PDD Secretary 

The Punta Gorda Elks Lodge 2606 will hold our annual Hoop  

Shoot at the Punta Gorda Middle School. The date will be Sat-

urday, November 23rd from 10:00 AM—12:00 noon.  The con-

test is open to all children ages 8—13.  All are welcome and 

the event is free to all participants. 

Contact Dave Casadei or Fred Nuetzel for additional details. 

Dave Casadei Cell 856-816-1436 

ANNOUNCING 

PUNTA GORDA 

ELKS 

Hoop Shoot 
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$VVLVWDQW�7UHDVXUHU  &DURO�1DNHQ 
6HUJHDQW�$W�$UPV  -HDQLH�&ULWWHQ 
&KDSODLQ   -RDQ�&URPHHQHV 

&KDLUSHUVRQV�����-���� 
$GYLVRU\�%\-/DZV  6DQG\�%ODFNKXUVW 
%RFFH   &KDUOHQH�/D&RPEH�	�5LWD�3RSNR 
&RPPXQLFDWLRQ  (PDLO-�3DW�5XVVHOO��3KRQH-�3DP�6Q\GHU 
&RQIHUHQFH�&RQYHQWLRQ &DURO�0LOUR\ 
'HFRUDWLRQV  0DU\�*DLO�3KLOOLSV�	�-XG\�6FKDOO 
'UXJ�$ZDUHQHVV�6DOOLH�-RQHV� %HWW\�&DPSEHOO 
)ODJ�'D\�&HUHPRQ\  0DUJR�0H\HU 
)/2(�0RQWKO\�0HHWLQJ -DQLFH�0DF.HQ]LH 
+LVWRULDQ   /DXUD�3XJK�	�0DULD�9DVFRQFHORV 
+RVSLWDOLW\  %XQQ\�5XVVHOO�	�6DOO\�%HWWDQFRXUW 
0HPEHUVKLS  &DURO�%HPLVWHU 
0RQGD\�3LHV  0DU\�0XOOHQH[�	�5HQHH�-RKQVRQ 
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9HWHUDQV�3DUDGH  0DUJR�0H\HU�	�&KDUOHQH�/D&RPEH 
<RXWK�&DPS  -RDQ�&URPHHQHV�	�3DP�6Q\GHU 
:D\V�	�0HDQV  -XG\�6FKDOO�	�6DQG\�%ODFNKXUVW 
0LOHV�+RXUV  3DP�6Q\GHU 

PUNTA GORDA ELKETTES 2606 

Thrift Shop 
Shop, Donate, Volunteer 

25538 Shore Dr, Punta Gorda 

Cabin #1 

PO Box 551598 

Punta Gorda, Fl 33951 

Thrift Shop Hours 

2nd & 4th Sunday’s from 8:30 AM—12:00 PM 

Monday’s 4:00 PM—7:00 PM 

Wednesday—Friday 11:30 AM—2:00 PM 

Thrift Shop donations of men’s & women’s Clothing, 

Accessories, books, misc. items, and crafts. 

E-mail: elkettes2606@comcast.net 

Phone #: (941) 637-2606,  ext 110 

August and September have gone very fast. During the shutdown, the ladies room was totally renovated by four volun-
teers: Joe Natalie, Bob Paul, Bud Bell and Walter LaCombe. Thank you all for making this happen. It was very much need-
ed.  The Elkettes are proud to say that we paid for this renovation. Carlene Roll was in charge and worked closely with 
Walter to choose the new stalls, flooring, sink, faucets and everything else that went into this project. Thanks Carlene. 

Our September conference in Daytona Beach was a lot of fun and we renewed old friendships and made new ones. On 
September 19 the bus was loaded and we were on our way shortly after 8. During the ride we enjoyed beverages and 
games. Our new FLOE president was installed at the Saturday meeting. After our return we helped to arrange and serve 
lunch on the 28th to the state president and the other state dignitaries accompanying him. 

October and November will be much busier: our snowbirds will start coming back and we look forward to seeing them. 
Dates to remember: 
   October 5 : Bill Dryburgh's VP home coming visit will be at our lodge. 
   October 8: Octoberfest 
   October 20: JEWELRY PARTY sponsored by the Elkettes as a FUNDRAISER. 
It'll be in the lodge room from 1-3:00 PM . Plan to come, browse and shop. Great Christmas gifts! ALL ARE WELCOMEI 
   October 17: FLOE meeting and luncheon 
   October 26: Lodge halloween party 
   November 9: VETERANS parade 
   November 17: Lobsterfest 
   November23: Elkettes Silent Auction/Fashion Show 11 to 2. Get your tickets early We always have fun at this.  
Additionally pies are still being sold at Monday night chicken by Mary Mullenex and her team of volunteers.  
Thanks Mary for running this. And the thrift shop is open 4 days a week and on breakfast Sundays. 

WE ARE ALWAYS AROUND. 

Chick 

 

Charlene ‘Chick’ LaCombe 

President 
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OCTOBER—NOVEMBER 2019 
Nary A Elinsky 
Eleanor “Mike” Gold 
Joanne Sullivan 
DECEMBER—January  2020 
Joanne Sullivan 
Tom & Alfie MacKinnon 
Keith  & Debra Scholle 
Carol & Joe Milroy 
Wanda Royer 
JUNE—JULY 2020 
Harry Pierson 
APRIL—MAY 2020 
Larry & Sally Kemp 
Gary & Terry Ryan 
George Foster 
Ed & Vickie Knutson 
In Memory of, Thomas Russell 
Maynard & Mary Benson 
Jean Forrest 
Jean Katinsky 
Barbara Anderson 
JUNE—JULY 2020 
Frank & Joyce Wrobel 
Thomas Henry Jr  
      & Beverly Mushett 
Marilyn A Gustin 
Louise M Pauck 
Betty Lou Pio 
Wanda Royer 
Michael Densmore 
In Memory of Andrew Sias 
Elizabeth Millard 
Bette Jean Locke 
Dale & Blanche Bensch 
August—September 2020 
Patsy Holsombeck 
Patricia Spalla 
Bob & Donna Dolar 
Helen Marcinkowski 
Dr Ronald Foreman Sr 
Daniel & Deanna Housfeld 
Joan Hoffman 
Bea Douglas 
Wanda L Royer 
John & Doris Laine 
OCTOBER—NOVEMBER 2020 
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Supports our Youth 

Camp and Children’s 

Therapy Services 

  

Building Fund Donations 

We need a new Roof 

Yes, I would like to donate to  

The Building Fund. 

ENCLOSED $ ______________________ 

Name ____________________________ 

Address __________________________ 

City, St Zip ________________________ 

SEND TO: 

Punta Gorda Elks #2606 

P.O. Box 511598 

Punta Gorda, FL 33951 

THANK YOU 
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From the Corporation President 

  As the summer draws to a close, hopefully the rainy season will follow. With warm weather and no rain, hopefully we won't 
have to cancel any outdoor festivities. Since we cancelled the Labor Day picnic, we had a middle of the month picnic on the 
river. Thankfully there was little rain to ruin that day. Thanks to Charlie Moores and all the volunteers who worked. 

The shutdown ended with a lot of changes. In addition to the planned work, the red room is now the tea room sporting new 
paint and cabinet hardware, the restaurant was painted and has new ceiling fans and lighting. Thanks to everyone who 
worked so hard to make all this happen. Additionally, through the generosity of the PER association and the Elkettes, new 
dishes and silverware were purchased. As soon as the new tablecloths are ready the interior transformation will be complete. 

The State Presidents visit was a very busy weekend. Lots of planning made it a success, from the boat ride and luncheon to 
the dinner. It was an honor to have the State Elk President visit our lodge. 

Next up is our District VP Bill Dryburgh's home coming visit here on October 5. Space might still be available to attend this 
dinner so call Pete in the secretary's office to reserve your seat and enjoy the evening. 

Octoberfest is coming right up on October 8. This is one of the PER's annual fundraiser and always sells out. Lobsterfest is 
November 17 and also requires a ticket. Get yours early so you can join us for a fun filled day with music and delicious food. 

The Corporate Board meets on the 3rd Saturday of the month at 9 AM. Next one is October 1 9th. We're looking for a director 
of maintenance from the membership. Come and see what is going on. 

Respectfully, 

Walter LaCombe, PER and Corporate president 

From the kitchen staff ... 

As our season approaches, we are looking forward to seeing a lot of old and new faces around. We hope 
that you all been staying dry throughout these rainy days! We are still working very hard on menu chang-
es. We hear your ideas and suggestions and take them into consideration. We plan to move forward with 
the new menu. Thank you for your patience and support. Respectfully,  

Sho and the kitchen staff  

From the Dining room staff ... 

 As we are gearing up for a busy upcoming season, we would like to welcome all the new members who joined dur-
ing our $1 membership drive we held during the month of July. We invite you to come and try out some of our new 
menu options we will have available in October. We look forward to seeing all of our members and can’t wait to see 
all of our Northern friends come back to visit. We hope everyone enjoys this fall season and we are looking forward 
to seeing you soon. Thank you from the Dining Room staff, 

Wendy, Stephanie, Tori, Penny and Judy  

From the Bar staff ... 

Summer is over and we are starting to see some of our “Northern” friends showing up at the lodge. We will be ex-
tending Happy Hour from 2pm – 6pm through October.  

The Tiki is offering Bar Poker on Thursdays from 5 – 6:30 pm. Come on out, play a game and meet some new 
friends. Also, come check out our Totem Pole Direction Finder.  

Let us know where you are from! Your comments and suggestions are always appreciated.  

Thank you for your support,  

Mike Grizzle and the Entire Bar Staff  
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FOR UPCOMING EVENTS PLEASE SUBSCRIBE TO 

THE 

“ELKS’S WEEK AT A GLANCE” E-MAIL 

CALL (941) 637-2606 X 102 


