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March Meeting
Demo
The demonstration for the
March meeting will be on
finishing and coloring wood
and be conducted by a guest,
Len Reinhardt. As a retired
employee of Ethan Allen,
Len has many years of experience in finishing and
restoration. Let's have a
great turn-out for this demo.

A Message From the
President: Deryl Duer
Spring is quickly approaching!
With that comes many mor opportunities for us to get out and turn!
It also means there are opposrtunities for our members to be
involved in various events.
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and hamburgers on the grill at
lunch. Please RSVP with Deryl,
so that we can plan to have
enough food for everyone. Please
call (615) 400-1444, or email you
response to deryl@digitalphotogroup.com.

Demos
Demo for this March will be Len
TACA Event Volunteers Needed - Reinhardt who will talk about finishing and coloration.
The TAW will be participating in
Future
Demos:
the TACA Spring event in
April - Dan Cranor - spindle-turnCentennial Park again this year.
The event begins on Friday, May ing basics
6th, and ends on Sunday May 8th. May - Joe Gettys - Whistles &
other Toys
We will need volunteers to be
If you have any special topics you
present on Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday for demonstration purpos- would like to see at our regular
es. We will also need to have vol- meetings or at the Saturday session, please speak with David
unteers to setup for the event on
Sapp or me.
Thursday, May 5th, and for take
down on Sunday May 8th. Last
year, the club took (3) mini-lathes
and (2) tables to the event. I f you
are interested in helping with this
event, please contact David Sapp
at Woodcraft, or signup at the
monthly meetings.
Saturday Turning
There will be a Saturday club
turning event at Deryl's shop in
Leipers Fork on Saturday, March
26th. Please bring your ideas,
your questions, and your tools and
mini lathes if have them, when
you come. There will be hot dogs
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Membership Renewals
There seem to be many of our
club members who are procrastinating about their membership
renewals. If you have not already
sent in your renewal, please do so
by the March meeting, so that you
will be included in the club directory. Time is running out!
2005 Symposium
We have some special announcements in this issue of the
Tennessee Turner regarding the
syposium and scholarships, see
page 5 for details! (cont. pg2)

Will Woodturning Survive?
by Heschel Miller - AAW
When thinking about the future of
woodturning and wondering if it
will survive, you have to wonder
how? In most states, school programs no longer have any vocational requirements or programs
that introduce the younger generation to woodworking. Some states
and programs still have limited
programs that serve this function,
but most are few and far between.

and there is a move to publicize
June 2005 as "Youth Month! %o

November. If you are interested in
having your name on the ballot,
please contact a present board
This leads to my question ' do you member and let him know that
have a Youth Program in your
you are interested and have the
chapter? I f you do, then I would
time to fill the office. Please
like to hear from you! We at AAW remember that the success of our
and the Best Practice Committee
club rests in the willingness of our
need help in putting together a
club members to volunteer their
"Woodturning Youth Program
time and energy.
Guide" that will be made a model
for all chapters to follow. You may Public demonstrations
have had great success in this area There will be lots of opportunity
and have solved many problems
for demos during the summer are
that you would like to share with
you ready to volunteer?
other chapters. Any and all inputs
for a Chapter Youth
Saturday as a meeting day?
Activities/Programs will give the
There has been a suggestion made
AAW insight into what process we that the TAW consider changing
need to pursue in the fliture.
our meeting day to Saturday. By
Please send information to:
changing our meeting day to a
Hershel Miller
Saturday, it would allow us to
have longer demonstrations and to
AAW Chapters Best Practices
invite out of town demonstrators
committee
to our meetings. This proposal will
be brought up for discussion at the
March meeting
President's Message (from

While doing a survey for an AAW
Chapters Best Practice write-up on
Youth Programs in AAW
Chapters, I found that most members of AAW Chapters were introduced to woodturning in high
school shop. This is where the
"joys of woodturning seed" was
planted and yet it didn't really start
to grow or become a reality until
their adult years. Around the age
of late forties or early fifties is
when most people rekindle an
pi)
interest in woodturning and start
Christmas Ornament drive
researching the requirements of
for 2005
launching a hobby in this activity.
What we decide to do with and for
today's youth just possibly may
determine the future of woodturning! The schools are failing to provide this introduction; therefore,
we have the responsibility to
"plant%o the woodturning seeds in
today's youth. AAW has opened
the 2005 Kansas City Symposium
up to the youth by giving them a
full registration, absolutely free if
a registered adult accompanies
them. 20 of the registered youths
win win complete Jet lathe, chuck
and tool outfits through a youth
only drawing at the banquet. There
will be numerous youth activities
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It is not too early to begin to think
about the 2005 Christmas
Ornament drive this year. As a
club, we need to find new ways
and places to sell our Christmas
ornaments. If you have a bank that
you do business with, or another
public place where we might be
allowed to sell our ornaments this
year, please contact John Moss
with the contact information. The
proceeds for the 2004 Christmas
Ornament were low in comparison
to previous years.
Elections for Club Officers
We will elect new club officers
and board members this
2

TACA Demonstrators Needed
It will be May before we know it!
That means that TACA's Spring
show is right around the comer.
As in the past, we have been invited to demonstrate at the big tent in
the middle of the show! This is
always a great time to interact
with the public, make new friends
and spend some time turning with
like minded people! So, we will
have preliminary sign up sheets at
the March meeting.

Safety is more
important than getting finished quickly
so take your time!
MARCH
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Demonstration Report
Deryl Duer - Turning Boxes
At the February meeting, we were
thoroughly entertained and
enlightened on the subject of turning lidded boxes by Deryl Duer.

to ensure the workpiece was running true. Once this was complete, he then took the measurement of the length and determoined the best location for the

center to the edge. When scraping
in this manner, it is important to
remember to keep an eye on the
thickness of the base and the outside walls at the same time. I f
you are not carefrd, you could
make one or the other too thin or

He began the demonstration by

passing out a few examples of his
work and discussed the baics of
making boxes. The style, shape
and the fit of the lid - which is the
most important feature of the lidded box!

placement of the kerf to make the
parting cut for the lid to be separated from the body. In the above
picture, Deryl is pointing to tom
end grain from making the parting
cut with the parting tool. To clean
this up, Deryl used a skew chisel
with the long point down and the
bevel rubbing to slice off the end

Deryl took a already prepared 7
inch piece of cherry that was thor-

too thick, so keep that in mind.
After clearing out the base and lid,
it is now time to get the lid to fit
on the base. As you clear the
waste from the lid, you need to
leave a shoulder for the tennon of
the base to fit over so the box can
be closed. To do this, measure the
interior on the lip of the lid with
the calipers. Then cut a tennon on

- 41
grain so it was smooth.

oughly dried and mounted it in the
4 jaw chuck in compression mode.
He then began the process by taking a thin shaving from the outside
T H E TENNESSEE
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Once he had the grain smoothed,
he was able to clean-out the interior of the box. He began the clearing of the center by using a bowl
gouge to drill a hole into the center of the piece and then removed
the waste by scraping from the

the base that is the proper diameter to accept the lid. Once that is
accomplished, you have your box
with a lid that fits! Remember to
be careful to make accurate measurements and cuts!
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A Decision on Scholarships for 2005
At a meeting of the TAW Board of Directors on February 4, 2005 a decision was made to
provide an alternative to the normal way the annual scholarship ftinds are distributed and
used.
While reviewing the possibilities, the board agreed that it would be beneficial to more of the
membership i f these funds were able to be used by more of the members.
After a lengthy discussion, motion and vote, a decision was made to provide a total of 12
scholarships for TAW club members to attend one of 2 hands on classes that will be offered
by the demonstrators of this year's symposium. Each scholarship will be valued at $150.00
and will be awarded according to a blind review of members submissions of written applications. The scholarships will be handled as follows;
o
o

o
o

o
o

o

There will be 2 days (Thursday & Friday) of hands on classes offered so a
total of 12 people per day will have the opportunity to partake in these classes,
On Friday, we will offer a full day lecture by one of the demonstrators that
will be free to all club members in good standing. Non-Members will pay
$25.00 extra for this lecture,
Non-Members who wish to attend the full day lecture will be given free
admission i f their registration is received prior to July 1, 2005.
Both Members and Non-Members will be able to register for the 12
non-scholarship seats for the hands-on classes and it will be a first come
first serve process for acceptance to the classes,
The cost of the hands-on classes is $150.00 per person per class,
A special mailing will be done to all TAW members in good standing to
announce the scholarship opportunities, the free lecture and the parking
facility review as well,
A copy of the scholarship application will be available on the website.

As in the past, the members who are interested in receiving these funds must complete a
scholarship application and submit it for blind review by a panel of board members. The
scholarship money is available to all TAW members in good standing.
We, the TAW Board of Directors, are pleased to be able to provide an alternative way to handle the scholarship funds and are eager for the membership to take advantage of this opportunity! So, be sure to complete your scholarship application, so you can be a part of one of the
day-long, hands-on sessions!
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Varnishes and Oils
by Russ Fairfield
A wipe-on varnish is an ideal
finish for the woodturner. It is
easy to apply, very forgiving, easy
to repair, and gives the wood a
durable protective film that is not
easily damaged by water, food
acids, body oils, or solvents. The
only negative to using varnish as a
wipe-on finish is the time that is
required to build a high gloss surface film. The "blotchy" discoloration associated with varnish
and oils is eliminated with the use
of a sealer before the application.
Discoloration, darkening and yellowing with age are the result of
the resins and oils that are used,
and this can be corrected to a large
degree with selection of the varnish resins and oils that we use.
As a straight oil finish, Tung
Oil develops a hard surface that is
waterproof, doesn't darken or turn
yellow with age, and doesn't discolor the wood. But, it doesn't
penetrate the surface very well, it
takes forever to dry, and is more
expensive than other oils. Partially
polymerized Tung Oils solve the
drying problem, and thinners can
improve its penetration. However,
these products are expensive and
can cost as much as $30.00 for a
quart. Linseed, soybean, and other
vegetable oils offer faster drying
and better penetration, but they
also turn very dark with age, many
become rancid, they are not as
durable, and they must be periodically renewed. They are also are
far less expensive than Tung Oil.
The Varnishes - A Very Brief
Summary
There are four types of varnish
- alkyd, polyurethane, spar, and
quick-drying. Any of these varTHE
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nishes can be substituted whenever we mention "varnish" in this
discussion.
Alkyds are the traditional varnishes made from a polyester
resin. For a crude reference, think
of polyester as the resin that is
used in Fiberglass®. These varnishes are durable, flexible, resistance to abrasion, have good adhesion qualities, resistant to discoloration from UV and light, and are
relatively less expensive than the
other vamishes. Their only negative is that they are very slow diying and will take 24-hours to dry
sufficiently for recoating. For this
reason alone, the alkyd vamishes
are becoming difficult to find as a
fumiture finish, but their superior
qualities make them the choice for
floor finishing vamishes.
Polyurethane resins have
replaced the alkyds for only one
reason - they dry and cure faster.
They are also more water resistant. But, several of the benefits of
the alkyds have been sacrificed.
Polyurethane vamishes are not
light and UV resistant, and therefore will tum "yellow" rather
quickly. They can also have adhesion problems with themselves
and other finishes..
Spar varnish is a formulation of
phenolic and alkyd resins in Tung
Oil. Another cmde comparison
would liken phenolic resin to
Bakelite®, waterproof, and very
hard. Spar vamish is a relatively
hard finish with superior water
resistance and flexibility. It has a
good resistance to damage from
either acid or alkali substances or
deterioration from light and UV.
Unfortunately, it is very slow drying and it has a naturally deep yellow color.
Fast-drying, or VT, vamishes
6

have been modified with styrene
resins to produce a very fast drying time that is similar to that of a
nitrocellulose lacquer. This speed
comes with the sacrifice of the
protective properties found in the
other vamishes.
Which Varnish?
It should be obvious from a
comparison of the properties of
the various vamishes that we
should be using either alkyd or
spar for our woodtumings. Either
will offer the flexibility to move
with the wood as it changes with
seasonal moisture changes, and
provide the durable surface protection required for an item that will
see frequent handling over a period of many years. Although 1 have
preferred the alkyd vamishes for
many years, it has become difficult to find as a fumiture finishing
product. However, it is readily
available as a floor finish, but usually in nothing less than a 1-gallon
container. 1 started using spar several years ago because it was easier to find. 1 have not found it to be
superior to the alkyd as a finish
for tumed wood.
Many woodtumers prefer the
higher gloss from fewer coats and
faster drying of the polyurethane
vamishes. 1 don't use them
because 1 don't like their plastic
appearance. They may be faster
drying, but adhesion can be a
problem, and they tum yellow and
deteriorate with age and exposure
to light. The manufacturers have
added a variety of ingredients in
an attempt to solve these problems, but they have only succeeded in reducing them while increasing their cost.
As found on Woodcentral.com - visit this
website for more detailed information.
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Dear Fellow Member of The Tennessee Association of Woodturners:
As you know, we are now meeting in a new location, on the campus of Belmont University in
Nashville. This meeting facility's most attractive feature is its central location. Members who travel
from all compass points have found it to be easy to get to.
The one issue that we have been trying to overcome is parking. We all have grumbled a bit about
the lack of parking spaces in the lots next to the Leu Art Center. This letter is being written and sent to
you to ask a favor and inform you of a less stressful parking arrangement.
First, the favor. If you have a friend in the club who lives close to you, could you ask that person or
persons if they are willing to travel together? That would give you time to make new friends and cut
down on the number of cars trying to be parked.
Second, the information. There is an 800 space parking garage within a city block of the Leu Art
Center - our meeting building! There is free, lighted, parking for more than 800 vehicles in a parking
garage on Bernard Street. Right around the corner from Belmont Blvd and the Leu! The parking
garage has two private entrances and includes handicapped parking and elevators.
To get to the parking garage, here are the directions from 1-65: At the bottom of the 1-65 exit ramp
turn onto Wedgewood heading west. Proceed West on Wedgewood and turn Left on 15th Avenue
South. Turn Right on Bernard Street. Then turn Right into the parking garage.
Once you park your car in the garage, the directions to the Leu Art Center are as follows: Exit the
parking garage toward Bernard Street, turn right and proceed on sidewalk one block to Belmont
Blvd.. The street veers to the right and then turns to the right. Walk about 100 yards and on your left
you will see the Leu Art Center. Go through the front doors and you will be at the meeting location!
The total walking time is about 3 minutes.
1 have included a campus map with the parking garage and the Lue Art Center highlighted. Please
take it with you when you come to the meeting next week. We sincerely hope this helps you with the
parking issue and that it helps us to make this new meeting place one that we can all be happy to use.

Paiking is available for club members
in the university parking garage just
two blocks from the Leu Center for the
Arts on Bernard St. The parking garage
is patroled by campus police and is safe
and well lighted. (Distance (2) blocks)

:c<MlnKibiilHw

Additional parking is also available on the
street and around the Leu Center for the
Arts.

BELMONT
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February 2005 Meeting Minutes

Directions to Belmont University Campus

The minutes for the February 1, 2005 meeting.

(In case you missed other meeting at our new site)

The meeting began at 7:00PM and was attended by
approximately 63 members and 2 visitors.

From 1-65: exit at the first exit, Wedgewood Avenue,
go (West) through two traffic lights. At the fifth traffic light, at 16th, tum left heading South. Tum left at
next traffic light onto 18th Ave. Go one block to the
stop sign and tum left onto Portland Ave. Tum left at
the next street. (The Athletes House Shop is on the
comer.) The Lou Center for the Arts is the first building on the left. Parking is available on both sides of
the building.

There were a few really good items available for the
raffel with a total amount collected was $73.00
President, Deryl Duer, presided over the meeting
agenda.
Scholarships - this year the regular scholarship program period has past and there is no plan, as yet to
deal with the scholarship money or how to work it
out. A board meeting will be held this month to
determine a plan for this (see page 5).
Mentoring - this is an important part of the future of
TAW and there will be a set of guidelines set up that
is similar to the AAW guidelines. More information
to come in the near future on this.
There was a discussion on insurance coverage and
information presented which basically states that any
TAW sanctioned event will be covered by the AAW
insurance policy. Tom Greek promised to go into
detail on our insurance coverage at a future meeting.
There will be a number of internationally know tumers visiting the area in the next few months and
information will be sent out about their schedules as
it is received. So be prepared to receive news alerts
on when these people will be here.

From 1-40 : Take 1-65 South and exit at the first exit,
Wedgewood Avenue, go (West) through two traffic
lights. At the fifth traffic light, at 16th, tum left heading South. Tum left at next traffic light onto 18th
Ave. Go one block to the stop sign and tum left onto
Portland Ave. Tum left at the next street. (The
Athletes House Shop is on the comer.) The Lou
Center for the Arts is the first building on the left.
Parking is available on both sides of the building.
From 1-24 East and West: Exit onto 1-440 West;
take 1-65 North exit at the first exit, Wedgewood
Avenue, go (West) through two traffic lights. At the
fifth traffic light, at 16th, tum left heading South.
Tum left at next traffic light onto 18th Ave. Go one
block to the stop sign and tum left onto Portland Ave.
Tum left at the next street. (The Athletes House Shop
is on the comer.) The Lou Center for the Arts is the
first building on the left. Parking is available on both
sides of the building.

April 2, Michael Hosaluk will be here from Canada
and will present a hands on class while he is here.
The symposium is shaping up to be one of the best
ever and there are plans to expand it an make more
activities available for the membrship and attendees
to have a more complete experience.
At this year's AAW, there will be special programs
for young turners under the age of 18. Those under
18 will have free admittance to the symposium.
Deryl Duer conducted the demo on turning boxes.
UNIVERSITY
THE TENNESSEE
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Calendar of Events
Arrowmont School of Arts
March 27-April 2
April 3-9
June 19-25

and Crafts - Gatlinburg, TN
TRADITIONAL GREEN WOOD CHAIR MAKING Lyle Wheeler
WOODTURNING EXPLORATIONS: FORM & SURFACE Michael Hosaluk
ENHANCED TEXTURE & SURFACE David Nittman

John Campbell Folk School
Apr 3-8 (Sun-Fri)
Creative Woodturning
Apr 17-23
The Joys of Spindle Turning
Apr 24-29 (Sun-Fri) Basic Woodturning - Your First Step
May 15-20 (Sun-Fri) Woodturning from A to Z

Wes Jones
Alan Leland
Lee Carter
David Hout

TACA
May 6 - 8

34th Annual TACA Spring Craft Fair Centennial Park, Nashville
TAW has been invited to demonstrate at this event.

As Seen On the Internet
Compiledfromposts on the rec.crafts.woodturning newsgroup by Ray Sandusky
Q. Should I seal the end grain of an 8ft cherry log that I got fresh from a construction site?
A. I f it were me, 1 would not seal the wood, rather leave it in lengths of at least 3 feet. This will allow
moisture to escape, with some end grain checking. However, when you are ready to use some, go out, lop
off about 3-5 inches, then cut your blank from there. When you are finished with the turning, it will not be
as wet and may even be less apt to check. In my experience, many of my pieces are done this way and I
have a low loss rate to cracking.
When you take the piece off the lathe, you MUST put the piece in a place where you will not touch it for
about 2 weeks - preferably a paper sack or a cardboard box. This will keep the air off of the piece and allow
the moisture to escape evenly. After about 2 weeks, hold the piece up to your cheek, if it is really cold, put it
back in the box or bag for a few weeks and re-check again. When the piece gets closer to room temperature,
that means the moisture is dissapating toward equilibrium. It is then safe to put it in a closed cabinet or
other place where there is little airflow.
Q. I am new to turning and hate to use a scraper - do I have to scrape to get good results?
A. First, let me commend you for going out there and turning - ham handed and all! The best part about
turning is there is a starting point and from there it is all in the gaining of experience and how you apply
what you learned!
1 think 1 see part of your problem - from your post. You state that the curve was not very graceful. That
is indeed something that makes scraping more difficult. When you make your first couple of bowls, it is best
to have a good example of a bowl close by to compare what you are making to it. A cereal or soup bowl
from the kitchen will work just fine. Notice the gentle curve from lip to base. You can make yours just as
graceful!
When turning a bowl, it is a good idea to use your bowl gouge first and have it go from lip to base inside
the bowl. Then when scraping, it is best to go from base to lip. I f you are scraping to remove tool marks which is the proper application - it is a good idea to hold the scraper to the wood at an angle - about 40
degrees. This will have the effect of removing the grooves without changing the profile too much. It will
also help you to be more graceful in your movements. Finesse is more helpfirl - especially if you are ham
handed. It took me a while to gain the needed coordination, as well!
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We meet the first Tuesday
of every month at 7:00pm
at the Leu Center fof the
Arts on the Belmont
University Campus in
Nashville. Below is a Map
to the Monthly Meeting
Location on the campus.

The Tennessee Association of Woodturners is a local chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners. Our purpose is to provide
a meeting place for local turners to share ideas and techniques and
to educate the general public regarding the art of turning. The
TAW meets the first Tuesday of each month at Belmont University
in Nashville, TN and periodically sponsors local exhibitions and
demonstrations as well as an annual symposium.
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