

Commander’s Stuff
By Mike Winner
(708) 829-0069

Gonakadet@att.net
Fellow Veterans,
   In August, we had Lynn Lowder from 2Toots Train Whistle Grill, and in September, we had Dan Howard from DJ’s Scuba talk about SUDS (Soldiers Undertaking Disabled Scuba). Both of these men talked about providing opportunities for veterans.  
   Lynn is a decorated Viet-Nam War veteran and Dan is just an American citizen honoring vets with his skills and ability because he wants to make a difference.

   In less than 20 years following the Viet-Nam War, the American public has come full circle regarding our veterans.  Our men and women are constantly being honored and praised for their sacrifices wherever we look. Lyons Township High School honored all veterans on Sept. 27 by having each team wear camouflage uniforms. They then had a beautiful half-time show honoring the veterans in attendance. 

Local businesses are seeking the opportunity to give back for the sacrifices given up for them. Our own Vicki Martinka Petersen does this 
newsletter on her own time just so she can give back. The Grace Lutheran Church has graciously given us the keys to their church so we can hold meetings.

   Let’s make sure that our deliberations and actions are worthy of their praise now that we are far from the fields of battle.

 

S/F

Commander

Mike Winner 

Post Supports Children’s Home
By Walt Bergenthal

(708) 246-4858

Statement of funds as of 9/9/14:

Post General Fund

$15,114.03
Post Relief Fund

    4,979.33
Post Dues Reserve

         35.75
TOTAL:


$20,129.11
   Your Post donated $500 to the VFW National Children’s Home in Eaton Rapids, Mich., for the upkeep of the “Illinois Home.” In October, the Home is going to have an “Illinois Day” luncheon and tour. It would be worth your while to take a one-day trip to visit this impressive facility.

   On Sept. 5, the Western Springs Rotary Club held their annual steak fry honoring veterans, local police and firemen. Good food and comradery. Our Life Member Danny Legan won the first place raffle of $75, which he donated to our Post Relief Fund. Veterans helping veterans! Thanks, Dan. 

Early Rave Review for Abandoned in Place
By Carol Anne O’Donnell

(708) 246-1204
   The following is from Dr. Jeffrey Donahue, brother of Maj. Morgan Donahue, MIA, in Laos since Dec. 13, 1968, and was published in the April 5, 2014, edition of Bits ‘N Pieces:
   “Abandoned In Place (The Men We Left Behind and the Untold Story of Operation Pocket Change the Joint Special Operations Command Planned Rescue of American POWs Held in Laos Six Years After The End of the Vietnam War) is the product of Lynn O’Shea’s nonpareil archival research into the Indochina POW/MIA issue. It is the culmination of over 25 years of meticulous and disciplined research and analysis, and it is a book the Department of Defense, the State Department, the CIA, and the National League of Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia will wish never had been written. Abandoned In Place puts to rest the debate whether American servicemen were left behind in captivity after the end of the Indochina War.
   While concentrating on the U.S. Government’s staggeringly inept actions regarding POWs in a prison camp in Laos six years after Operation Homecoming (EDITOR’S NOTE: The date of the supposed turnover of all POWs in 1973), Lynn masterfully connects a mind-boggling array of dots to not only affirm the truth of the Indochina POW-MIA issue but also to rigorously convey how and why the U.S. government knowingly left men behind and then covered it up. Lynn has woven together tens of thousands of documents and countless hours of interviews to produce a cogent and unassailable profile of one of the most tragic episodes of modern American history.  The how and why have never been so brilliantly researched, documented and conveyed.

   Abandoned In Place is a thorough rebuttal of the claims of those who deny the truth of the POW/MIA issue, including John Kerry and John McCain who in fact were catalysts for the U.S. government turning its back on the POW/MIAs. Knowledge is power, and when confronted with a skeptical or uninformed opinion on the POW/MIA issue, all one has to say is, ‘Read this book.’ Abandoned In Place is a testimony to Lynn’s dedication, wisdom, and resourcefulness in righting a great wrong that was inflicted by a misguided government on the abandoned POWs, their families and the American public.

   War unequivocally and absolutely is hell, and the military always has been sacrificed in the pursuit of foreign policy. The men left behind in Indochina and their families and friends have known a deeper hell than most because they trusted the U.S. Government to 

bring all the POWs home. The path of blame leads straight to Washington, D.C., and the incompetence, mendacity, lies, deceit, and prevarication that went hand-in-hand with ego-bound officials who valued their careers higher than the men who were willing to sacrifice their lives for their country. Through Lynn’s research and analysis Abandoned In Place has brought solace to my heart as a tribute to my brother, to all POWs and MIAs in Indochina, and to all who hoped and prayed that someday the truth would be revealed so compellingly.”

   Please remember all our POW/MIAs and their families in your prayers. Have you phoned your Congressman to ask him/her to cosponsor HB231 to establish a House Select Committee on the POW/MIA issue? To contact your representative by email visit www.nationalalliance.org/legis/index.htm. We can’t give up on them.

YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN

Veterans Discharge Update
By Chuck Bosko

Accredited Service/Appeals Officer for IDVA
(312) 980-4512

charles.bosko@illinois.gov
   Viet-Nam era veterans with an other than honorable discharge, commonly referred to as “Bad Paper,” may have an new opportunity for upgrades as the Defense Department will reconsider those separation documents. Prior service members who received Other than Honorable (OTH) discharges were ineligible for many benefits, including those from the Department of Veterans Affairs and even State of Illinois benefits. Those discharges proved to be stigmas regarding employment opportunities too.

   Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel, a former United States Army Sergeant, Viet-Nam vet, and recipient of two Purple Hearts, and a long time veterans’ advocate, signed the memo Sept. 3, 2014. This new direction derives from a federal lawsuit that was spearheaded by the Yale Law School Veterans Legal Service Clinic and focuses on a long held “injustice” that the services rejected service personnel claims that they suffered from PTSD or similar mental disorders. The military services indicated that discharges could not be granted without a diagnosis of PTSD event though PTSD was not recognized by the medical profession until 1980.  

The Department of Defenses’ guideline will focus on veterans with minor misconduct offenses, which led to administrative – and OTH discharges.  Individuals who received court-martial, serious misconduct, or dishonorable discharges will unlikely be included in this new approach.

   Affected veterans will need to demonstrate that they suffered from PTSD while in service, that the cause was directly related to their service and the symptoms were a factor in their “misconduct” which determined the OTH discharge. Mr. Hagel’s memo states that “Liberal consideration will be given in cases where civilian providers confer diagnosis’s of PTSD or PTSD related conditions and that there was evidence – in the civilian providers opinion – that the veterans suffered from that disorder at the time of their service.”

   Consider this – there is an estimate that up to 80,000 Viet-Nam veterans may have suffered from PTSD. How many veterans received other than honorable discharges for perhaps many minor offenses and because PTSD was not yet a diagnosis, the service member was considered “unsuitable and therefore discharged with “Bad Paper”? Well, as the band Canned Heat sang “The Time Has Come.”  

   There is a correct manner to begin the process and short cuts will surly lead one in the wrong trail. The yellow brick road has road signs for one’s benefit. A veteran can certainly go it alone or receive some assistance and guidance.   IF the reader is a vet who has this type of discharge or IF you know a vet who does, give me a call at (312) 980-4512

or at least share.

Veterans Benefits
By Chuck Bosko

Accredited Service/Appeals Officer for IDVA
(312) 980-4512

charles.bosko@illinois.gov
This is the fourth in a series about veteran benefits from the Illinois Department of Veteran Affairs. 
   The State of Illinois provides a onetime death compensation for surviving dependents of veterans who serve in wartime conflicts of peacetime. All death compensations require an honorable discharge if the veteran was not on active duty at time of death and actual service in the appropriate war or conflict.

   A family member (dependent) is the widow or widower, child or children, mother, father, person standing in loco parentis, brother or sister. Wartime service is WW II, Korean conflict, Viet-Nam, Desert Storm and the current conflicts.

Eligibility:

Peacetime- Active service in the Armed Forces of the United States; a resident of Illinois for 12 months prior to service; death was service connected as a result of hostile action with hostile forces during a period which has not been recognized by an award of a U.S. campaign medal. Benefit is $1,000.
WWII- Active service between Sept. 16, 1940, and Sept. 3, 1945; resident of Illinois at time of entry into service; served at least 60 days prior to Sept. 3, 1945; died while serving in the military or naval forces of the United States during the mentioned period and death was service connected. Benefit is $900.
Vietnam- Active service between Jan. 1, 1961, and March 28, 1973, or participated in Operation Frequent Wind April 29-30, 1975; resident of Illinois for 12 months preceding entry into service; received the Viet-Nam service medal; received the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal; veteran never applied for and received the Viet-Nam bonus except for his/her death; death was connected to service during the above dates. Benefit is $1,000.
Person Gulf Conflict- Served on active duty on or after Aug. 2, 1990; resident of Illinois for 12 months prior to entry to service; received South West service medal; veteran was eligible but did not receive the Persian Gulf bonus; the veteran’s death was connected to his/her service enduring the Persian Gulf Conflict. Benefit is $1,000.
Global War on Terror (Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation New Dawn)- Active service on or after Sept. 11, 2001; resident of Illinois for 12 months prior to entry to service; death was result of hostile action on Sept. 11, 2001. Benefit is $3,000.
   Additional details can be discussed by calling me at (312) 980-4512. 

Allons and Airborne,

Chuck Bosko

Reflections of Post History
By Jim Boland
Senior Vice Commander
   It was 25 years ago that our Post was founded. A mailing had gone out to all veterans in Western Springs from the national VFW asking if we would like to join the VFW. Responding affirmatively, I was then invited to meet with other veterans from our community who had also responded the same. We met in August 1989 in the basement of the village hall where representatives from the sponsoring Post of North Riverside presented the 16 of us with a choice. We could join the North Riverside VFW Post or, if inclined, we could form our own Post. After a brief discussion among the 16 of us, we agreed to form our own Post. Upon hearing that, the reps from North Riverside then informed us we needed to appoint a commander.  We learned that one of us was a retired Navy Commander named Vince Huml and we unanimously agreed he would make an ideal commander for our fledgling Post. He declined, however, stating that he was too busy at that time.  At that, a man named Dick Kowalski yelled out that, “Boland would make a good commander as he is a Marine and a businessman in town.” I tried to decline but Kowalski would not let me. You would have to know the forceful personality of Dick Kowalski who would have made an excellent drill instructor. So it was agreed that I was to be the new commander.
   The next choice was where to meet. It seemed to me that the basement of the village hall would make a great place but the village manager Paul Nicholson informed us that we would have to pay $50 a month to meet there. We then decided to meet at Clark Recreation Center in town. We held our first meeting there, which proved to be interesting as we could hear Irish dancing going on in the room above us.     

   Our second meeting there was held in the pre-school nursery and all of us in attendance sat in tiny little plastic chairs surrounded by toddler toys. This was proving difficult and so I then invited the Post to hold its meetings in the back room of my ice cream shop. I quickly learned our young Post was made up of some incredibly talented, accomplished individuals. Within three months of our forming we even had a newsletter printed up by Dick Kowalski. As we had no funds to mail it, Dick and I drove around town delivering it for the first several months. 
   One advantage to having an ice cream shop across from the train station was that I found that by putting up a poster with campaign ribbons for eligibility to the VFW we quickly gained membership. Every morning, I used to sell 265+ cups of coffee, along with muffins, bagels, newspapers, etc. Upon seeing the poster displaying the ribbons, I had commuters asking me how to join up. We got the Post off running as we did a blood drive (one of many), a garage sale to raise funds, pancake breakfasts, spaghetti dinners, Christmas parties, Poppy Day collections and a hospital committee, which unfailingly attends to the veterans in the Hines Spinal Injury Ward every month, and other worthy and notable activities.   
   After our first Memorial Day observance put on by Craig Harrison and the Western Springs Kiwanis, we decided that day should be organized by our VFW. One of our very first agreements was that NO politicians would be allowed to be in our parade and that the Grand Marshal should be a veteran. Under the leadership of Ted Malone, the Memorial Day Parade became what it is today. He brought in military units including the Great Lakes Navy Band, Jr. ROTC units, fly-overs, military re-enactors, etc. The community quickly became aware of and appreciated the veterans of our Post.  
   I still recall in 1991 when a tornado devastated Plainfield. Terry Sereda, a U.S. Marshal and member of our Post, came into my shop and asked what our VFW was going to do about it. I responded that I didn't know what we could do. As I walked him back to his car I saw he had personally stopped at Sam’s Club and stocked up on bottled water and canned goods and was on his way out there to help the victims of the tornado. Quickly we formed the Tornado Relief Fund and over the next few weeks collected thousands of articles of clothing, food and money. Later, when the old Water Tower in town was struck by lightning and the roof caught fire damaging artifacts of the historical society, we started the Western Springs Historical Restoration Fund. 

   In regards Terry Sereda, he contributed immensely to helping others. One thing I want to point out is that when Terry learned that the children of the VFW National Home had no bikes, he went around town picking up used, old damaged bikes. He took them to his garage where he restored them out of his own pocket and then along with John Hill had a semi deliver them to the children in Eaton Rapids, Mich. Later that year when I attended the national convention in Indianapolis, the doors to the grand stadium opened up and a group of young National Home orphans rode their bikes in to say thank you. I am so pleased to state that we have a park in town dedicated to Terry Sereda for all he gave in helping others.  
    The VFW, like every organization, seeks membership to thrive. We soon learned how important that was after a new member joined our Post. His name was Joe Kot and even to this day for those of us who remember him, he was legendary as a recruiter. I don't know exactly how many members he signed up for our Post but I am sure it well exceeds 150+. He was like a machine that once set in motion does not stop. I remember one day Joe came into my ice cream shop and gave me applications from seven new members in JUST ONE DAY!!! He thought it funny that one of the new members was named Kot and another one named Boland. He was amazing!!!
   Another time, Terry Sereda, another outstanding member, got us a table in the atrium of the Thompson Center for Law Enforcement Day. Joe and I set up the table with recruiting material and I swear Joe must have talked to every single person (thousands) in that atrium, trying to gain us new members. I believe we got five or six new members that day.   
   As a result of the efforts of men like Joe and others who are too numerous to name, our Post became an All State Post in its first year. We moved to the Village Club to allow for our growing membership and by the second year of our founding we became an All American Post. It was the first time in 17 years that a Post from our district had that achievement. In fact, our Post was the first one in the country to achieve that for our membership. As a result of being an All American commander I was awarded a trip to Washington, D.C. for the annual Washington Conference and later that year I was awarded an all expense paid trip to New Orleans for the VFW's National Convention. 
   We went on to continued success with outstanding members and commanders such as Joe Kot, Dick Demski, Seedy Ulrich, John Hill, Mel Flanders, Jack Lund, Mike Marshall and others.  
   Looking back I remember the dedication of so many outstanding veterans I met who are now gone.  Without all of them and a continued commitment to achieve through community service and dedication to the veterans in need, our Post would have closed its doors years ago as so many Posts have done. Today we continue to be served by the finest group of veterans who ask nothing more than to serve.      

   Thank you for all the great men and women who contributed to our success.  We truly are a pre-eminent organization in our community, as I have been told so many times. With the continued dedication of our veterans we hopefully will be here another 25 years.
   In looking back over the past 25 years of our Post, I think it is important that we remember those men who stepped up to be a commander of our Post.  
   Every one of them served honorably and their leadership ensured the success of our Post. Here is the list of past commanders in chronological order:

Jim Boland       
Joe Kot  *           
Dick Demski     
Seedy Ulrich     
Mel Flanders  *   
John Hill            
Jack Lund          
Joe Gorski         
Mike Marshall    
Bob Andel    *      
Dr. Fred Rodriguez 
Rich Flatley       
Bill Staunton     
Vince Huml       
Andrew Dillon  
Chuck Bosko   
Mike Winner
 

* Deceased
Several of them served multiple years.  Walt Bergenthal, though not a past commander, has served our Post as quartermaster for 24 years!!!!    

   Absolutely incredible!! Thank you, Walt, and all of our past commanders.
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Save the Dates





Oct. 9th – Hospital Visit


Oct. 14th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular meeting at Grace Lutheran Church


Oct. 17th – deadline for October newsletter


Nov. 11th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular meeting at Grace Lutheran Church














Honor Flight Chicago Details


   Started in 2008, Honor Flight Chicago takes WW II veterans free of charge to see their memorial in Washington, D.C.   Korean War and Vietnam veterans are also eligible to use this program but they have a lower priority than WW II veterans. There were: 


5 flights in 2008


9 flights in 2009


11 flights in 2010


10 fights in 2011


10 flights in 2012 and 


8 flights in 2013. 


   There are eight flights scheduled for 2014 and the remaining flights are scheduled for Oct. 1 and Oct. 29.  


   There are an estimated 25,000 WW II veterans in the Chicago area who are currently eligible to take Honor Flight Chicago. So far, 5,058 WW II veterans have taken part in this program.  


   For more information or to put your name on the waiting list, call Honor Flight Chicago at (773) 227-8387 or go to www.honorflightchicago.org. 


   This is a great program to honor our WW II and other veterans! Please pass this information to all eligible WW II veterans that you know! 


 


Q: Who can go on an Honor Flight Chicago trip?��VETERANS are placed on the waiting list on a first-come, first-served basis with WW II veterans at the head of the list!    We are unable to accommodate spouses unless they are eligible veterans themselves.











