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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
America is in love with reality TV shows. We can’t get enough of “America’s Got
Talent,” “Dancing with the Stars,” and the long running “Survivor.” We want to know:
who will be the last one standing? Who will perform under pressure, play the game
right, please the judges, and remain the last person standing at the end? The suspense
is gripping. The drama is real.
As gripping as these shows are, they don’t really affect our lives and they certainly don’t
affect our eternal fate. What will affect our eternal fate is whether we will be able to
stand before God when we are brought before him on the Last Day. Talk about drama!
This is the ultimate in reality. On that day we will not stand before a panel of
celebrities. God himself will judge us. And there will be no immunity idol we can
produce at the last minute to save ourselves.
But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he
will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD
will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, and the offerings of Judah
and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years.
Malachi 3:2-4

The truth is that we don’t have what it takes to stand alone before God. Our peace
comes from knowing Jesus already stood before God on our behalf. God punished
Jesus for our sins when Jesus hung on the cross. Jesus met the standard of perfection
God demands with his perfect life. Through faith, we are covered in his righteousness.
This is what brings us peace. We know where we stand with almighty God because of
Jesus. And, because of Jesus, we will stand forever with him in eternity.
Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, thank you for the peace you give to us through the
forgiveness of sins and the promise of life in heaven. Amen.
(From the WELS)
…See you in worship.
Keep looking up because the Lord is always looking down – Psalm 121
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