"Desserts make
dinner complete

On Valentine's Day, courting
over a good meal is mon: than
an expectation, I's a tradition.
Restaurants in the valley odde-

brate with special menus, many

of them featuring such
well-known love fare as oysters,
foie gras, asparagus, berries
and, ahene all, chocolate.

To me it's the sweet course
that counts the most: it
doesn’t marter how many oys-
ters may slip down your
throats or what interesting
sauce you dip your asparagus
Spedrs N0, & romantic dessert
is what clinches the meal.

When [ think of love and
momance, the frst dessert that
conkes to my niind i the
falapenio-spiced chocolate
monsse gt Johannes in Paln
Springs. It captures the exdit-
ing contradictions and dlashes
that are tvpical of a reafly in-
teresting relationship, It's
smooth, gently sweet and rich,
and has a heat that grows in
vour motth uncpectadly.

I checked in with Iohannes
Bacher to see if he'd he serving
it. It isn’t on his achual Vale-
tine's meny, although there
are some intrigwing dides
there, mdudmg::.lguniedbut—
ternul squash and pear soup
with mint and a raspherry
crirn fraiche, and a foie gras
motisse-crusted beef Allet
mignoi. He promised that il
his regular desserts were abo
available, and that inchudes his
super-romantic chile and
checalate mousss,

Decadent desserts
The problem with a lot of
Valenting's Day desserts is that

they tend to be sweet and
prevry, fust sweet and :

You need 3 linde spice — like
that chile. T decided to dhock
with three of my Gvorite
sources 1o see what they'd be
doing 1o mark the day.

Al the French Corner Cafe
in Palm Desert theyl be serv-
ing cassoulet as their special
entree, which I've afways
thought of a5 earthy rather
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than sexy, But there’s nothing
wrong with earthy in a ro-
mantic context — actually it’s
rather a good idea. And for
their special Valentine's pastry;
Chef Almeric Davy is making
a large, heart-shaped maca-
roon favored with rose petals,
raspberry and lychee,

“It's very beantiful,” owner
Marc Davy told me. [t sounds it
and the combination & unusual,
sweet and tat, and exntic

Christophe Dotheret and his
wife, fennifer, naslly dose their
Palm Disert store, Clementine,
on Mondays, but since it's
Vilentine's thiy are staying
open. They're planning on hav-
ing “a major load of Valenting
cupcakes™ Douheret 53¢, in-
duding a wide variety of favors
such s dark chocolate raophey-
1y wikd straviberry chamipagne,
peach and cmam, and 2 wiate
chocolate itan that i a
ke Bovie cupcabee writh o bint of
wodka and ganberry in the
whine choonlste Coearn. Herries,
chocolste and alaohol — what
ol e woore celebratory than
that?

They'se b featuring soime
very pretty; varioudy flavored
petits fours in hear shapes,
special Valentine's packapss of
TRCAT00NS and  pyramid
nobsetic a pyramid-shaped
Tnarbhe chocotate thell deporsi -
ed with a whiate heart and filled
with hasdnut moussdhne,

John McAvey, owner of Café
Chocotar in Pulm Springs, is
used o e coming in on Sun-
day afternoons, when my wife
can't bear to be without his
salt-cararne choaokares for an-
othur moment. The place: wll
e even miore miagmetic on
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Sweet spols

CAFE CHOCDLAT, 515 N Padm
Caryon Dyive, Palm Springs;
(7G0) 220-8880,

voww catechooobips com
CLEMENTIME, 447250 Toam
Center Way, #C3. Palm Desart;
(760) §34-54514,
www.oementineshop.com
FRENCH CORNER CAFE,
Desert Crossing Center, 72423
Higtweay 111 Palm Desert: (760)
SeR-5362,
wrvenfrenchcornarcafe.com
JOHANNES, 156 5. Indian
Canyon Drive. Palm Springs:
(780} 778-0017,
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Valentine’s Day. He's stocking,
some extranely pretty petit
fours in seven different flavor
vombinations, induding cham-
bittersweet truffie cream on
chooolite cake, milk dhocolate
truffle cream on almond cake,
a lart easpherry and vanilla
bustter cream with vanilla cake,
and 3 varulls cake wath il
chocolate truflle and apricot.

“They're not sticky swoet,”
John said approvingly. With
flarears like that oy can cous
on it.

- Bt fior e, the overwhelim.-
ing thing is the array of choom-
Raies, which comne from imoks
chooolatier Anna Shea They
can oy be descrbod 25 seduc-
tive. Heart-shaped, one is dust-
wd with gold, another covered
with a kopard pattern, another
with a derk bhosh aolor.

“Mast chocolates Jook mas-
cubing,” john cornrmentied.
“Hers are very feminine.”

“That doesn't mean that the
flavors aren't inlense. There'sa
wide range but the two that
canght myy attention were the
‘hiood orange caramel (it looks
stunuting!) and the passion
fruiL Both promise that juxia-
position of tart and sweet. 1,
for onie, won't be able to resist.
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