Celebrating Those Who Give
At the 34th Annual Meeting of the Middletown Community Foundation, awards were announced for
three special community members.
While the awards were presented via Zoom at the November 5 meeting, the recipients were chosen by
the Foundation’s Awards Committee months prior. The recipients are as follows:

Mary Maurer Volunteer of the Year Award
The Mary Maurer award is for volunteers between the ages of 30 and 50. The 2020 recipient of the
award is Kara Goheen, who was nominated by Dustin Hurley and Amy Berlean. Kara volunteers much
of her time for Downtown Middletown Inc, promoting all that downtown has to offer. Events such as
First Friday, Women Wine and Chocolate and Hops in the Hangar all have Kara’s loving touch and
dedication to detail.
Kara received $500 for the Charity of her choice, Downtown Middletown Inc.
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The recipient of the “I love Middletown” award is Richard Davies, nominated by Jack Howard. Richard
volunteers many hours to the Middletown Arts Center and Hospice of Middletown. Davies was born
and raised in Middletown and enjoys giving back to the community that raised him.
Richard received $500 for the Charity of his choice, Middletown Arts Center.

Roland P Ely, Jr President’s Award

Middletown City Schools
accept a donation from the
Middletown Community
Foundation Coronavirus
Emergency Fund for the
creation of the Connectivity
for Middletown Youth Fund
ensuring that technology is
available to all Middletown
students.
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Mary Jane Palmer Nunlist
“I love Middletown” Award

It should come as a surprise to no one that this year’s President’s Award was given to Ginger Bruggeman.
Ginger has given so much to so many that it’s difficult to pin down just one reason for her selection. Ginger
is a founding member of the Women Enriching Lives committee, committed to supporting the Imagination
Library through fundraising efforts and a sold out luncheon each year. She also serves on the Awards
Committee of the Foundation.
Ginger has also given her time and talent to the Middletown United Way and Bishop Fenwick High School.
Ginger is the kind of person that will always say “Yes” to helping and will always sign up to volunteer for
various projects such as the Sleep in Heavenly Peace build day and delivering scholarship signs to local
students.
There is no doubt Middletown is a better place to live, work and play because of Ginger Bruggeman.
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Building Beds for Those Without
On Saturday, October 17 local volunteers participated in a build day for
Sleep in Heavenly Peace in the Middletown
Community Foundation parking lot.
From 1 – 5 pm approximately 35 volunteers
worked tirelessly sanding, drilling and
staining the pieces that will be assembled to
create 40 beds for local children. In addition
to the hard work, volunteers also provided
comforters, sheets, blankets and pillows to
be delivered with the beds.
Thank you to everyone who showed up, put
in the work and made the build a success!
Sleep in Heavenly Peace is a local non-profit
organization that provides beds to children who
don’t have one. Thousands of beds have been
provided to local families and many are still on the
waiting list. If you’d like to donate and/or participate
in a build day, call 844.432.2337 x 5916
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Message from the CEO
As we come to the end of 2020 it is hard to say
about some of the extraordinary students he’s met
goodbye to our Trustees whose terms expire this year.
over the years.
They have given so much of their time, talent and
And, as we transition to a new President of the
treasure to the Middletown Community Foundation.
Board in 2021, I want to thank Patti Miller Gage for
Being a Board Member for a non-profit is not easy or
her leadership and dedication over the last two years
glamorous work. It encompasses many meetings that
in that role. Patti has been incredibly supportive of
often involve long discussions and tough decisions.
my team and me. During her tenure, Patti attended
While I certainly understand the need for a Board to
numerous committee meetings and events, always
transition its members, it doesn’t make it any easier to
cheerfully. Under Patti’s leadership a new Strategic
Chief
say goodbye to those who have served diligently.
Plan was created mapping the Foundation’s course
This year we said an early goodbye to Brenna Heller Executive for the foreseeable future. MCF also revised our
who stepped down from her Board seat to move with
Officer’s Code of Regulations as well as our policies and
her family to Utah. Brenna was such a bright spot on
during Patti’s term at the helm. Many
NOTEBOOK procedures
the Board, always smiling and giving her all. There
important decisions about the Foundation’s role in
Traci A. Barnett, MBA the community have been made under Patti’s watch.
was never a holiday toy drive when she didn’t go
overboard buying for the children in need in our community.
She is serious when she needs to be, but always genuinely kind.
We continue to miss Brenna and her family (her daughter Mae
Fortunately, Patti will continue as a board member, ex-officio,
was a member of our Youth Council and served with the same
for one more year to make the leadership transition a smooth
spirit as her mom) but we’re happy to know they are doing well
one.
on their new journey.
To our incoming Board Members and officers, our new
At the end of 2020 we will also say goodbye to Tom Dowden
President John Kiser in particular, I look forward to working
who is finishing his second term as a Board Member, totaling
with all of you in the coming years. The Middletown
six years of service. Tom has worked on the Grant Distribution, Community Foundation is a treasure to the community, and I
Marketing, and Scholarship Committees. Tom has a passion
know the Officers and Trustees will continue our good work to
for the community, and he has shared his passion with the
support the communities we serve.
Foundation. While Tom has given generously of his time to
Having a community filled with people who want to help, and
all the committees listed, it’s his passion for the Scholarship
who step up to help, makes me both grateful and optimistic.
program that really stands out. There is no doubt that Tom takes
Thank you to everyone who has served the Foundation in
his role on the Scholarship Committee and his role as a student
some capacity this year.
interviewer seriously. He genuinely lights up when he talks

Tom Dowden

Brenna Heller

Patti Miller Gage
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Thank you to the following donors who are making
our Coronavirus Emergency Fund possible:
(Donations received as of October 27, 2020.)

Sandy Rogers
Richard S. Davies
Jim Burke & Sharon Flagel
Tim and Kathleen Wourms
Judy & Tom Somerfield
Mary Enochs
Donald Accurso
Mike & Kim Scorti
Middletown Community Foundation
Campbell Family Fund
Debbie & Tom Hazelbaker
David & Rose Morgan
Cohen Fund
Joan Stonitsch
John & Avinne Kiser
Don & Imogene Orts
Thomas & Mary Deas Wortley
Richard Isroff
Don & Elaine Garver
Scott & Janis Nein
Judge Kathleen Dobrozsi Romans
Ms. Chris Humphrey
Leap and Associates, Inc.
Mike & Marlene Takach
Carole & David Schul
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Pressler
Linda Barnet

Timothy M. Meeks
Tim & Cindy Carlson
David & Barbara Balsmeyer
Jim & Jody Akers
John & Karen Dillon
Shirley & Jerry Tillman
Michael & Anjanette Stautberg
Richard & Ann Munafo
Bill & Joyce Triick
Tony & Linda Esposito
Jerry & Kitty Blattner
Patricia Miller Gage
Barney & Bonnie Riesbeck
Mr. & Mrs. James Young
Ms. Patricia A. Anthony
John & Karen Dillon
Bill & Pat Schaefer
Pat & Karen Piccioni
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel R. Lobar
Ken & Lois Allen
Edgewood Band Boosters Assn
Lancer & Barbara Weinrich
Peggy Darragh-Jeromos &
Joe Jeromos
Joyce & Lou Christy
Dr. Subodh K. Wadhwa M.D.
Jim & Mary Jean Kleingers

Jimi & Verlena Stewart
William & Vida Maitland Fund
Jimmy & Judy Bober
Ron & Judy Spaulding
Peggy & Pete Dobrozsi
DeWitt Chapple Jr
Christine Lohr
Ms. Calista Smith
John & Karen Dillon
Ms. Courtney Sulentic
Ms. Jennifer Spaulding
Edwards Furniture
Mr. & Mrs. Don Gillum
Mr. & Mrs. Chris McCarthy
Dee Markle
Bud & Kathy Graff
Anonymous
Jim & Ellen Paxton
Larry & Letitia Curless
Deborah Silcox
Moon & Adrion Ins.

The Coronavirus Emergency Fund has provided more
than $124,000 in support to organizations hit hard by the
Coronavirus quarantine. Here is how your donations have been
put to work so far!

Monroe Local Schools $4,858.38 for technology equity
Hope House $500 for cleaning supplies
Parachute of Butler County $2,000 for online training
Supports this
Feed the Hungry $3,000 for food for local families
Business
Atrium Medical Center Foundation $8,000 for COVID testing
Grace Baptist Church $3,000 for food for local families
Downtown Middletown Inc. $22,500 to support downtown businesses
Salvation Army Middletown $20,000 for bill assistance and food for local families
Middletown City Schools $30,000 for technology equity and online learning
Greater Miami Valley YMCA $5,000 for daycare support
Madison Local School District $5,000 for technology for families
We Can Business Incubator $1,500 to support first responders
Christ Church United Methodist $5,000 for hygiene kits for local elementary schools
4C for Children $10,000 to support preschool centers
Ohio Restaurant Association $4,000 to support local restaurant staff

A Message from Board President Patricia Miller Gage
This will be my last newsletter message as the
among young people with team spirit and we were all
President of the Middletown Community Foundation
showing our Middie Pride at the game that night.
Board of Trustees. It has been such a privilege to serve
Another initiative that I was happy to be a part of
in this role the past two years and I’m very proud of
was the transition of the Dolly Parton Imagination
the work that has been done during my term.
Library from the Foundation to MidPointe Library.
I will still serve one more year on the Board of
As a member of the WEL (Women Enriching
Trustees so this isn’t exactly goodbye. I look forward
Lives) committee I have long been a supporter of
to doing my part to introduce the new President, John
the Imagination Library program. When we began
Kiser, to his role and assisting him in the transition as President’s to have conversations with the library about the
much as I can. John will be a wonderful leader for the
MESSAGE potential of them facilitating the program it became
Foundation Board and we are lucky to have him.
Patricia Miller Gage so clear to me that this was a decision that made
There are a few things for which I’m truly proud to
absolute sense. The Library will be able to give
say that I was a part of while serving as President. One of my
the program the attention it deserves and is so excited to
favorite things was the Strategic Planning session in 2019. We
be managing the program. It feels good knowing that the
had so many community leaders join us for our retreat and it
program is in eager and capable hands.
really helped us to get a birds eye view of where our focus should
These are just a few of the many things that I’m proud of
be in the coming years. We were able to identify some key areas during my term. I could list so many more. For now I will
that need our attention such as workforce development and
just say thank you. Thank you to everyone that supports the
economic development efforts in the communities we serve.
Foundation and to everyone that has supported me during my
We also left the retreat with a charge to make our grant program two years as President. It has been my absolute joy to serve
more efficient and impactful. As a result I had the pleasure of
the community in this capacity.
working with a dedicated group of community members to
While I may be passing the baton to Mr. Kiser, I am
evaluate our grant program and make improvements.
definitely not going anywhere. It is my intention to serve the
One of the more fun things I was able to do as President of
Foundation for many years to come!
the Board was to present a check to Middletown City Schools
during halftime of a football game. It’s always enjoyable to be

Partnership with Cincinnati State
Making a Difference in Students’ Lives
The Middletown Community Foundation and Cincinnati State have a wonderful collaboration created to remove some of
the barriers that adult students have to achieving their higher education goals. Through this collaboration the Foundation
supports students through a $10,000 grant to be utilized over the period of a calendar year. The grant is administered by
Cincinnati State and offered to students through an application process. Students who have received support through the
process have used it for issues related to transportation, school fees and technology needs, to name a few.
The program was so successful in 2019 that the Foundation continued it in 2020. Following is a letter from a student
recipient of the grant:

“Dear Members of the Cincinnati State MCF Adult Learner Scholarship,
It is with ultimate gratitude that I write this letter to you. I want to use this opportuhity to say thank you for
the scholarship I received from you this year to help me get through school. God used you tremendously to bless
me during difficult times. I was able to finish school and graduated with honors in the RN nursing program at
Cincinnati State. I also passed my board exams. I am working now as an RN.
My income is helping my entire family. The help you give to one person goes a long way to help not only that person,
but many others. I know many more benefitted from the scholarships you provide. God bless you all and continue to
use you to change lives. Thanks for all your help.”
Sincerely,
Clarice Besingi

Welcome New Board Members!

The Foundation is pleased to welcome the following new
members to the Board of Trustees:
Beth Brockman
Beth Brockman will serve a three-year term on the Board
beginning January 2021. She and her husband Doug moved
to Middletown in 1989 to raise their family and become part
of the community.
Beth is actively involved at the Foundation, serving on the
Grant Distribution, Marketing and Grant Process Review
Committees. While raising six children, Beth held various
volunteer positions in the community including parenting classes at Community
Pregnancy Center, Girl Scout Leader, Soccer Coach, Middletown Youth Soccer
Association Treasurer, Cub Scout Den Mother and K-5 Librarian at John XXIII
School.
Currently, Beth is the Practice Administrator for Noonan, Brockman & Pollock
D.D.S., Inc.
Beth is one of those people who answers the call to help whenever and wherever
she can. The Foundation is pleased to welcome her to the Board.
Karen Shaffer
Karen Shaffer will serve a two-year term beginning in
January 2021 due to a vacancy on the Board.
Karen graduated from Miami University with a Bachelor
of Science in Business Administration and later received
a Master of Science in College Student Personnel and
Counseling. In 1983 she received her MBA from the
University of Dayton.
Karen is currently Professor Emerita at Miami University, Oxford, and former
Secretary of the University.
Karen and her husband David are Co-Chairs of the READY! Leadership
Committee and Karen has also participated on the Higher Education and Job
Development Task Force, the Code of Regulations Revision Task Force and the
Grant Process Review Committee.
Karen and David are a “Miami Merger”. They reside in the Monroe School
District and have three children and seven grandchildren.
We are very excited to have Karen on our Board of Trustees.
Shane Miller
Shane Miller will serve a three-year term beginning
January 2021.
Shane was born and raised in Middletown, graduating
from Middletown High School where he was active in
the athletic program. He went to Indiana University for
Business and has worked for Miller Insurance, the company
his grandfather started, for over 20 years. Today he is
President of the company.
Shane and his wife Lisa have two boys, Max and Sam. They live in Mariemont
and enjoy family activities together.
Shane says he looks forward to working on the Middletown Community
Foundation Board of Trustees and believes that he can bring some technology
knowledge to the Foundation. He’s anxious to see how else he can serve and
promote the success of the Foundation.

Upperclassman/
Adult Scholarships
So much is said about our extensive
competitive Scholarship program and
rightly so, but our Upperclassman/Adult
Scholarships are making a deep impact
in the community, and we think too
quietly. Through these scholarships nontraditional students are working toward an
education in what can only be called less
than perfect circumstances. Whether it’s a
parent who’s been laid off going back for a
degree, a twenty-something that decided
it’s time, or a new American citizen
pursuing a dream, these are students with
families and jobs and worries.
Thank you to the donors who foresaw
the need to support the non-traditional
student. Here are the awards for the first
Upperclassman/Adult Scholarship cycle
of 2020:
Charles and Marian Hattery Scholarship
Jordan Nerderman
Dorenbusch Upperclassman
Scholarship
Sarah Chaney
Brandon Keeton
Hannah Manuel
Benjamin Paarlberg
Claire Puthoff
Hadley Schmidt
Elworth Scholarship for Adults
Henry Folgoso
Harold O. Sebald Scholarship
Dani Isabel Ortega Palacio
Lynne Christy Memorial Scholarship for
Upperclassmen
Carrie Langendorf
Margaret Leichty Ivins Watkins
Memorial Scholarship
Sarah Chaney
Marianne Dorenbusch Scholarship for
Adults
Dani Isabel Ortega Palacio
Henry Folgoso
Robert and Sue Butcher Memorial
Scholarship
Ellie Earls
The Phyllis M Anderson Family
Scholarship Fund for Physicians and
Surgeons
Lauren Beckmeyer
Veterans’ Memorial Scholarship
Corbin Craft

