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SPIRITUALITY AND MONEY

Most Episcopalians do not like to talk about money, especially their own. When this topic comes up we tend to
downplay or change the subject. I have even known people who thought that the church should not talk about this
topic even during stewardship season. What most folks don’t realize is that Jesus himself frequently talked about
money and how we are to engage it. Another little known fact is that money is a spiritual issue and is not separate
from our life of faith. Bruce Rockwell, describes this truth in a little book that he published through The Episcopal
Network for Stewardship (TENS).
The title of this publication is: “Spirituality and Money: 7 Questions That Saved My Spiritual Life”. Rockwell
states that it was during the Eucharist at a stewardship conference that he was attending when he had a powerful
epiphany. He said it was during the sermon and the priest asked seven pointed questions that shook Rockwell to his core. Here are
the questions that the preacher presented:
1. “Do you ever worry about money? . . . about having enough? . . . about keeping what you have?”
2. “Do you sometimes envy what others earn, have inherited, or have been able to do because of money they have and you don’t?”
3. “Do you ever get anxious about what inflation has done to depreciate your savings and your preparation for retirement?”
4. “Do you ever equate your value as a person with what you earn?”
5. “Is bill-paying stressful for you?”
6. “Has money ever been the source of an argument or misunderstanding with a loved one?”
7. “Do you ever spend more time thinking about money in any one
day than you do in prayer?”
Rockwell states that after posing these questions the priest said if
you answered yes to some of these questions that:
YOU MAY BE HAVING AN AFFAIR WITH MONEY, AND THIS
Nov. 5
Morning Prayer 8:30 & 10:30 am
AFFAIR IS BUYING YOUR SOUL, TAKING AWAY YOUR FREE(Daylight
Savings Time Ends)
DOM, PARALYZING YOUR CREATIVITY, DEBILITATING
Nov. 12
Holy Eucharist 8:30 & 10:30 am
YOUR PEACE OF MIND, DESTROYING FRIENDSHIPS,
BREAKING UP YOUR MARRIAGE, DESTROYING YOUR FREENov. 19
Morning Prayer 8:30 & 10:30 am
DOM IN CHRIST, AND THREATENING YOUR VERY SALVANov. 26
Holy Eucharist 8:30 & 10:30 am
TION .”
Rockwell admits that he answered “yes” to all of the questions so
this final statement really struck home. And if this wasn’t difficult
Nov. 14 & 28 Holy Eucharist at Hope Health Care
enough, the priest ended the sermon with this: “Your view of money
at 10:30 am
is the chief spiritual issue of your life.”
If we were to be honest, I think that most of us could also answer
yes to some or all of these questions. The difficulty for us is to acknowledge our love affair with money and take a hard look at this
Nov. 8
Bible Study 10:00 am
prominent spiritual issue in our own lives.
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
This is exactly what our stewardship season challenges us to do: to
Nov. 15
Bible Study 10:00 am
think and pray about all that we have and to see it as a gift from God.
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
We cannot live without money, however, we are called to use and share
Nov. 22
Bible Study 10:00 am
our money wisely and not let it control us.
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
May God give all of us the wisdom and the courage to confront this
(Thanksgiving Liturgy)
spiritual issue so that it may transform us into the generous people that
Nov. 29
Bible Study 10:00 am
God wants us to be!
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am
Blessings,
Fr. Steve
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All are Welcome
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Wednesday Worship
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Trunk or Treat Wrap Up
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On Saturday evening, October 28th, more than 20 parishioners and one
Preschool family showed up to distribute candy at this annual event. We
estimate that over 100 neighborhood children showed up in costume to
trick or treat. In addition, many of them and their parents stayed to enjoy
some delicious s’mores and a warm fire! Thank you to everyone who participated or donated candy for the event!

Wedding Plans Unveiled
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Fr. Steve and Brenda are pleased to announce the details of their upcoming wedding plans! After a long and prayerful discernment, the couple has decided to have a private ceremony with only their adult children
in attendance and our bishop as the presider. The wedding will take place
on Thursday, April 5, 2018 in the Dominican Republic at a private home
that some friends of Fr. Steve have offered for this purpose. The couple
will stay there until the following Wednesday, April 11.
On Sunday, April 29th, there will be a communal blessing of the
couple during the 10:30 service and then everyone at St. John’s is
invited to a catered luncheon reception in the parish hall afterwards.
This will be repeated the following week at Nativity so parishioners
at both congregations will be able to celebrate with the newlyweds!
An outdoor picnic reception is scheduled for family members in early
June. It would have been nice to have only one reception where everyone could have joined together, but location, space and cost were prohibitive factors. Thank you for your continued prayers and support!

THANKSGIVING
EUCHARIST

Our Thanksgiving liturgy is scheduled for Wednesday,
November 22nd at 11:45 am immediately following
the weekly bible study. Please note that there will not
be any services on Thanksgiving day.

Stewardship Update

Advent Study Group

This year for Advent we are going to be using a curriculum
entitled, “The Redemption of Scrooge”. Yes, that’s correct,
Ebenezer Scrooge, from the Charles Dickens classic. We will
be viewing a video of “A Christmas Carol” on Wednesday,
November 15th at 10:00 am and then for the following five
Wednesdays mornings we will be engaging this story from a
Christian point of view. There is a study guide for all participants so please consider joining us for this wonderful journey
through Advent! Please let Fr. Steve know if you will be coming so that he may order a booklet for you.

Please bring your completed pledge form to church with
you on Sunday, November 12th when we will collect and
bless them for the coming year. You may also mail in or
drop your form off at the church office prior to this Sunday. Thank you for sharing your time, talent and treasure
here at St. John’s!
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All Saint’s Day / All Faithful Departed
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Each year on November 1, the Episcopal Church celebrates
All Saints’ Day. On the following day, November 2, the
church celebrates the Commemoration of All Faithful Departed.
What is the difference between these two observances?
“In the New Testament, the word ‘saints’ is used to describe
the entire membership of the Christian community,” explains Holy Women, Holy Men (Church Publishing, 2010).
“From very early times, however, the word ‘saint’ came to
be applied primarily to persons of heroic sanctity.”
So, technically, All Saints’ Day, November 1, includes
all deceased Christians; however, historically, there has
been a strong inclination to remember and honor our personal loved ones on a separate day.
In the Catholic Church this remembrance on the day
after All Saints’ Day is called All Souls’ Day, when the bereaved have the opportunity to offer prayers and masses for
loved ones who have died. However, this practice was rejected by many Protestant reformers because the theology
behind the observance was associated with the medieval
doctrine of Purgatory along with the practice of paying for
masses to be said for the dead to assist their souls into
heaven.
At the time of the English Reformation in the mid 16th
century, All Souls’ Day was integrated into the celebration

FOOD PANTRY OPEN
Thursday, Nov. 9,
New Hours: Noon-2 pm
*Please bring donations in
on Sunday, Nov. 5

NOVEMBER EVENTS CALENDAR
Nov. 5
Nov. 12

Nov. 19

Nov. 26

SUNDAY EVENTS & MEETINGS
Breakfast at 9:30 am
Daughters of the King at 12:00 pm
Vestry Meeting 12:00 pm

Breakfast at 9:30 am

Re-certification of Lay Eucharistic
Ministers 12:00 pm

WEDNESDAYS: November 8, 15 & 29
Senior Exercise Class 9 am (free will donation)

of All Saints’ Day in the Church of England. But by the
19th century, some parishes influenced by the Anglo
Catholic Revival reinstated the observance of All Souls’
Day on November 2. The 1979 Book of Common Prayer
officially restored the observance in the Episcopal Church,
renaming it the Commemoration of All Faithful Departed.
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