Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church!
It is good to be together, even if we are meeting online. If you
are new to Messiah, you can find out more about our community at
messiahlyndhurst.org or on our facebook page. During this current health
crisis, we will upload our service to our website each Sunday morning
(www.messiahlyndhurst.org). We invite you to follow along at home with
the order of service included below.
Prayer Concerns can be shared via email (pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org)
or phone (440-442-6941). Please indicate if you would like your request to
be considered for inclusion in worship. Please note that some elements of
the service are pre-recorded and prayer requests may not make it in until
the following week.
Children are encouraged to participate at home as they are able. If you
would like an at-home Sunday School Lesson Packet, please contact Cheryl
Moser for more info.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is typically celebrated the first and
third Sundays of each month, as well as on festival days. The date of our
next Communion Sunday is TBD. If Communion is new for you, we invite
you to have a conversation with Pastor Paul.

Serving in Worship Today:
Presiding Minister

The Rev. Paul Moody

Preaching Minister

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton

Assisting Minister

Tom Griffith

Organist

Glenn Odenbrett

Reader

Myriam Neil
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GATHERING
PRELUDE

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty
(based on ELW #413)
Thomas Canning
(As God gathers us on this day of resurrection,
we take time during the prelude to center ourselves
and prepare to receive the Gospel: both its proclamation
of grace and its call to action.)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
(Silence is kept for reflection)

Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy

Page | 2

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the
beginning of time you are the triune God: Author of creation, eternal Word of
salvation, life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide us to all truth by your Spirit, that
we may proclaim all that Christ has revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares
with us. Glory and praise to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING

Genesis 1:1--2:4a

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit
form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on
the seventh day.
1

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was
a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated
the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
6
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” 7So God made the dome and separated
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the
dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and
there was morning, the second day.
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9

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God
saw that it was good. 11Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with
the seed in it.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed
in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was
morning, the third day.
14
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the
day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and
years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. 16God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule
the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17God set them in
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that
it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
20
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and
let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God created the
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw
that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was
evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
24
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it
was so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle
of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And
God saw that it was good.
26
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
27
So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
28
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29God
said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of
all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.
30
And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31God saw everything
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that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.
2:1
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And
on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on
the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that
he had done in creation.
4a
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were
created.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 8

How majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8:1)
1

O | LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!—
2
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of
in- | fants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe
and avenger.
3
When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses,
4
what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them,
human beings that you should | care for them?
5
Yet you have made them little less | than divine;
with glory and hon- | or you crown them.
6
You have made them rule over the works | of your hands;
you have put all things un- | der their feet:
7
all | flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts | of the field,
8
the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea.
9
O | LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!

SECOND READING:

|

2 Corinthians 13:11-13

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded
in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership.
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[Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen
to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and
peace will be with you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet
you.
13
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL

Matthew 28:16-20

After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize
and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

The Holy Gospel According to Saint Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord.
16

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.
18
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember,
I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
(Please observe a moment of silence after the sermon)

HYMN OF THE DAY

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am
ELW #814

(The hymn will be taught in the worship service; please listen and respond as you are able)
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our
shared world.
(A brief silence)

God of community, you form us as your church. Guide our bishops, pastors,
deacons, and all the baptized in sharing your life-giving good news with all the
world. Strengthen us to be bold in our proclamation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of creation, you called everything into being. Sustain this world with your
renewing care. Inspire us to see waterways, plant life, birds, fish, insects, and
mammals and call them good. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of counsel, all authority belongs to you. Encourage the leaders of this and
every land to seek peace, equality, and unity. Instill wisdom in advocates who
work toward justice in often ignored communities (like Chief Seattle, whom we
commemorate today). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of care, you created us in your image. Help us see your likeness in one
another. Open our eyes to see and attend to all who face oppression and
suffering. Console, heal, and nourish all in need (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of companionship, you accompany this body of faith. As the rhythms of
summer begin, protect all who travel, renew all who will enjoy a time of
sabbath, and shelter all who will not be protected from the sun’s heat. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
(Here other intercessions may be offered)

God of compassion, you comfort us in our grief with the promise of the
resurrection. We give you thanks for the saints of all time and in our lives
(especially Ruth Alexandra Penko Nebehay). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(If you are gathered with others, please greet one another with a
sign of Christ’s peace, saying, “Peace be with you” or similar response.)

OFFERING
(Please give your tithes and offerings by mail or electronically at messiahlyndhurst.org)

THANKSGIVING
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine
our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your
feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
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SENDING
MISSION PRAYER
As God has gathered us and filled our hearts with the Gospel,
now God sends us forth to serve in mission. Let us pray:
Gracious God, through belief in Christ and through the presence of the
Holy Spirit within us, empower us to share the word; care and support
each other and God's community; worship as a family in Christ; and be
Christ-like examples to those whose lives we touch.
Amen.

BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am
ELW #814

(The hymn will be taught in the worship service; please listen and respond as you are able)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
(Please observe a moment of silence before the postlude)

POSTLUDE

Let Streams of Living Justice
(based on ELW #710)
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Messiah Staff Members
Organist: Glenn Odenbrett
Choir Director: Vicki Lester
Christian Education Director: Cheryl Moser
Office Administrator: Steven Liss
Building & Custodial: Steve Newcomer
Attributions
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Portions of Holy Communion, Setting Four.
Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44485. Scripture from
the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Cover
image: Clem Onojeghuo via unsplash.com.

Prayers
Prayer Team & Partners: Prayer is a vital part of the Christian life. Messiah
has a Prayer Team which will pray with/for you. If you have a prayer request,
please complete a blue Prayer Request Card – available in the sanctuary – which
offer these options: (1) request a Pastoral follow-up, (2) include in the
intercessory prayers to be read aloud in worship, (3) add to the ongoing list in
the Bulletin and Grace Note, or (4) add to the Prayer Partner Email Chain.
(Contact Nancy Pittard to participate in the Prayer Partner Email Chain and/or to
serve on the Prayer Team)
Please pray for our siblings in Christ: The family and friends of Ruth
Alexandra Penko Nebehay; the family of Dorothy Raynak, sister of Bette
Schmidt, who died suddenly on Mother’s Day; Jay Imel, Jayne Imel, Denise and
Rich Jennings, David Kosovich, Lois Kugler, Lisa Perry, Jim Szatkowski, Helen
Wolfe, and all in need of comfort and healing.
(Your prayer request, printed in the bulletin, will remain active for a period of four weeks.
If you wish to have the prayer renewed, please fill out a new request card.)

Announcements
PLEASE NOTE: All upcoming activities and events are subject to change as
Messiah responds to the ongoing world health crisis.

Pastoral Care: The world is experiencing an unprecedented season of difficulty,
and all of us are affected in our own way. If you would like to connect with Pastor
Paul for a conversation, please call or email the church office: 440-442-6941 or
pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org.
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Attention to Anyone Who is a Father, or Ever Had One: Please email your
photo submissions to Kristy at: kbdesigns2010@hotmail.com if you'd like to be
included in the Father's Day slideshow. Please submit photos by Wednesday,
June 17th.
Financial Secretary Message re: Holiday Giving: Just a reminder, if generic
offering envelopes are used for designated holiday giving (e.g. Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, Easter, Ash Wednesday, Christmas), please designate
the religious holiday if you want that offering to be part of the particular holiday
giving. If it is not specified, the counting teams will assume it is part of your
regular pledge. Otherwise, the designated giving goes to institutions or charities
as recommended by the Social Ministry Committee and approved by Church
Council. If you have questions, please contact Tom Griffith.
LWR Personal Care Kits: Messiah is collecting items to assemble Lutheran
World Relief Personal Care Kits that give people around the world tools to stay
healthy in life’s most challenging situations. Collection bins for the items are
located by the coffee area. Our goal is 50 kits! PLEASE NOTE: Our collection will
resume at a later date.
Church Council: the next meeting is on Tuesday, June 16, 2020 at 7:00pm.
Miles of Quarters: To help with Messiah’s budget deficit, we are collecting a
mile of quarters – over 63,000 quarters – more than $15,000. Put your quarters
in the glass jug by the easel. NOTE: Our collection will resume at a later date.
Church Office Hours This Week:
The Church Office will not be open until further notice. However, we will
be checking voicemail and email regularly.
Attendance and Offering for the week of May 31, 2020:
YouTube Views: 76
Offering (incl. electronic giving): $2,297.00
(NOTE: $4,000 a week is needed to remain current with our budget)

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service: The Social Ministry committee
has placed educational posters about the ELCA’s history of helping refugees
through the work of the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS). Take
a look at the new posters in the coffee area when you are able, or check out the
LIRS website: https://www.lirs.org/.
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Special Acknowledgments
This is our space to honor expressions of appreciation. Email items c/o
office@messiahlyndhurst.org by Wednesday at 3pm for publication on
the following Sunday. We’ll keep submissions in print for two weeks.

 Thank you to the Social Ministry Committee for delivering the delightful
surprise of a plant and card. Also, I so appreciate the many members
who take me to doctors and therapist appointments. Thanks for all my
Messiah family for their care for me these many months.
c/o Bette Schmidt
 Thanks to both Tom and Beverly for their special music on Pentecost
Sunday and to Glenn for continued preludes & postludes!
c/o Kristy Bohinc
 Heartfelt thanks to everyone for providing the Sunday Services
online. They are really inspiring and so necessary in this time of
uncertainty. All of them are great and Pentecost was outstanding.
c/o Karen Zak
 Thanks for such a fun uplifting joyful looking Grace Note, Steve. It was
a pleasure looking at it before I even read any of the news. What a
great job!!!!!
c/o Karen Zak
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