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Introduction
Lincoln Cemetery Society Inc. was established as a grass-roots effort initiated by Gulfport resident, Vanessa
Gray, who has recruited dozens of local volunteers, as well as, members of the community that have family ties
to Lincoln Cemetery, to come together and help restore and preserve this historic landmark.
In December of 2015, the now founder and President of Lincoln Cemetery Society Inc., Vanessa Gray, visited the
grounds for the holidays and found them in total disarray. The grass had grown over and covered most of the
flat headstones, overgrowth had obscured vertical headstones and monuments, old massive trees were rotting
with broken limbs that had damaged many of the burial sites (Exhibit F), and debris littered the entire grounds.
That day she decided she had to do something for this cemetery which she had passed everyday as a child while
th
attending the Our Savior Lutheran School, just a few blocks away on 58 Street. She immediately walked up
and uncovered the lost grave of Reverend David Purson. The power of that moment brought her an epiphany;
that she was there to lead the cause to restore the grounds of Lincoln Cemetery and preserve the dignity of
those who rest there.
From that moment on, she has devoted every spare moment and dollar, to work toward that goal. Early in
2016, she contacted the owners of the cemetery and informed them of the deplorable conditions she had
encountered. She obtained permission to expand her efforts from simply picking up garbage, to clearing
headstones, cutting the lawn, trimming trees, removing overgrowth from the perimeter, and finding and
repairing the headstones of those lost to time.
th

Vanessa established a Facebook page named Lincoln Cemetery Society on April 4 , 2016 to recruit more
volunteers and post pictures and videos of the society’s efforts. In just a few days, Vanessa had recruited over
40 volunteers for her first official Clean-Up (Exhibit E). She continued performing regular clean-ups with the
th
latest on March 6 , 2017 (Exhibit E-2). This effort was noticed by a passer-by, Chinkapin Fishwych, who on April
12, 2016 posted a video he took on Youtube.com. Instantly, the media picked up on the posting, and over the
next week Vanessa’s efforts to restore Lincoln Cemetery had been featured on Fox 13 news, Tampa Bay Times,
Bay News 9, and the Gulfport Gabber. (Exhibit H)
This new energy propelled her to pursue a more permanent solution to maintaining the upkeep of the property,
so she then contacted the owners of the cemetery to inquire about ownership. At first she was met with some
skepticism of her intentions and abilities. But, she soon earned their respect and confidence through her
actions and built a positive rapport by informing them of the society’s monthly progress. This was well
documented by a front page article in the Tampa Tribune; ‘Unearthing respect: Woman finding lost graves at black
cemetery in Gulfport‘- by Caitlin Ashworth, a Tribune Correspondent on April 14, 2016 (See History Page for
excerpt).
In May of 2016, Vanessa learned of Rev. Clarence Williams and the AME Church’s interest in Lincoln Cemetery.
She was informed by one of her volunteers of a presentation made to Gulfport’s City Council by Brian Battaglia
Esq., Legal Counsel for the NAACP St. Petersburg Branch on May 3, 2016. Vanessa immediately attempted to
contact Reverend Williams at the AME Church, addressing her concerns in an email directly to Rev. Williams
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th

(Exhibit - D) on May 7 , 2016. She requested a meeting with him to discuss their mutual interests and to inform
him of her intention to take ownership of the property. In that email she stated, “Recently I’ve had conversation
with the owner of the cemetery. I believe we are working toward the same goal. I would love to speak to you
about what I’ve done, what I’ve been working toward and honestly, why”… She never received a reply to this
correspondence.

Independently pursuing her objectives, Vanessa established Lincoln Cemetery Society Inc. as a Florida NOT FOR
PROFIT CORPORATION FEIN # 81-3076323 on June 20, 2016 (Exhibit A) with the intent of placing the property
ownership under this non-profit organization. After months of negotiations and persistence, she was able to
secure the property deed (Exhibit B) for LINCOLN CEMETERY SOCIETY INC. from LINCOLN CEMETERY INC. (Exhibit
th
th
C) on February 8 , 2017 and record it with the Pinellas Clerk of the Court on February 14 , 2017.
The name of the society was specifically chosen to reflect the namesake of the property, along with the formation
of a “society” of supporters that are bound together for the common purpose of restoring and preserving this
historic landmark. Its stated mission is to: “restore Lincoln Cemetery, located at 600 58th Street South in Gulfport,
FL 33707, to what it was intended to be; a peaceful, serene, garden-like resting place, and to preserve it as a place
where families can visit, find their loved ones, and pay their respects, for generations to come... It is also the
society's intent to see that it serves as an honorable memorial for our fallen war veterans and civic leaders who are
buried here as well.”
Lincoln Cemetery Society has already amassed a vast amount of community support. We have a volunteer list of
184 people who have come out to their regular clean-ups. The society currently has 209 Facebook Friends, and 5
local business and community sponsors who have helped with refreshment, debris removal, equipment, and
th
supplies. This list continues to grow daily. The newly launched website (Officially launched March 11 , 2017) has
already received over 2000 visits (Exhibit I).
We are confident that you will find that the integrity, credibility, capability, and commitment, demonstrated by the
Lincoln Cemetery Society Inc., its directors, supporters, and volunteers, merit your continued support in preserving
this important piece of our history and heritage.
Thank you, for your interest in the Lincoln Cemetery. We are confident that you will agree that the namesake,
“Lincoln Cemetery Society Inc.” is the right organization to oversee this project. We assure you that we are the
proper stewards to receive these BP Grant funds and put them to productive use as specified in this prospectus.
Respectfully anticipating your endorsement,
Vanessa Gray
President - Lincoln Cemetery Society Inc.
P.O. Box 531361
St. Petersburg Florida 33747
(727) 280-6635
www.LincolnCemeterySociety.org
LincolnCemeterySociety@gmail.com
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Information Dissemination
Lincoln Cemetery Society started off as a grass-roots volunteer based coalition of local residents who showed
concern for the disgraceful condition of this historic piece of our community. Early on, founder and now President
th
of Lincoln Cemetery Society Inc., Vanessa Gray, began recruiting help by launching a Facebook page on April 4 ,
2016. This served multiple purposes in allowing her to reach a greater audience of potential supporters and
volunteers, as well as giving her the medium to post photos and videos of her progress. The power of social media
has been firmly integrated into the society’s communications infrastructure and is embedded on multiple pages of
their website.
The society’s website www.LincolnCemeterySociety.org was established earlier this year with an official launch
th
press release sent out on March 11 , 2017. The society also reserved the www.LincolnCemeterySociety.com
domain name which is forwarded directly to the main .org site. The website is designed to be interesting,
informative, factual, and inviting. The HOME page gives bullet points to the visitor allowing them to get an
overview of the site and access to points of interest. The HISTORY section is a true resource of valuable
information including historical accounts, articles, links to the latest Pinellas Genealogical Archives, relevant
proclamations, and more. Attached to the History tab is a FAMILIES section that invites those who have
connections to those laid to rest at the cemetery, to submit their stories which will be published online and
recorded in the cemetery’s archives. ABOUT section gives you the mission of the society, a little background on
how it all came about, and documents showing the transparency and legitimacy of the organization. Under that
tab you will find the latest PRESS RELEASES and NEWS. The NEWS tab includes documents and articles relevant to
Lincoln Cemetery dating back to its inception, as well as a full Facebook feed of current postings and videos from
news and media outlets. The Contact form on that page is designed to capture comments about the editorials
listed as well as information submitted to be posted. GET INVLOVED is what we want people in the community to
do. This page gives the visitor all the information and tools necessary to get in touch and GET INVOLVED with the
society’s efforts. Map location, Contact Form, Address, Phone, and Email Address are all right there. Attached is
the ACTION PLAN tab with the top 10 objectives, along with a slideshow illustrating the importance and urgency
for need of assistance, in preserving history contained within Lincoln Cemetery. Additionally, this section will
include this proposal, Lincoln Cemetery Society Inc.’s business plan, estimates for work being done, and any other
relevant information about the society’s plans for the property. Below that is our CALENDAR page where visitors
and volunteers can find out when and where events like Clean-Ups and Fundraisers will occur. The LOCATION tab
may be redundant since there is a map embedded in the ABOUT page, but some people like large maps and this
way it displays the surrounding areas for perspective. The website is a living document which will continually be
updated. It is the focal point and clearinghouse for information dissemination for the society. This website, social
media like Facebook, along with the ability to publish press releases to all local, regional, state, national, and
international, media, we feel the society’s ability to reach out and communicate with the public is well established.
Future plans include interfacing with our constituency instantly via Twitter, a monthly Newsletter with an opt-in
from our contact forms and a request to be added on the HOME page, and regularly scheduled Public Meetings
which will be posted on our CALENDAR, blasted out in a Press Release, and posted on the society’s Facebook page
among other notification methods. The website also allows for social media promotions from visitor with an
interface embedded at the bottom of each page. The website is also integrated with Google Analytics which is
able to track where visitors are coming from and what they are interested in. Attached is the latest report from
th
Friday, March 17 , 2017. (EXHIBIT I)
Notifications of Society news and Cleanups were sent out as Press Releases to our media list (EXHIBIT K) and
published in the media (EXHIBIT J).
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Lincoln Cemetery Location

The Lincoln Cemetery grounds are located in south central Pinellas County, Florida. The property is located in
th
th
Gulfport, Florida between 58 St. S. to the west and 55 St. S to the east. The Northern border of the property is
the boundary line that separates Gulfport from St. Petersburg where train tracks used to run and the Pinellas Trail
right of way is today. The southern edge of the property used to be the border of the SW Regional Little League
Headquarters where playoffs for the Little League World Series had occurred for many years. The property is now
owned by the Pinellas Board of Public Instruction and serves as a parking overflow and baseball fields for the
adjacent Boca Ciega High School.
th

The main entrance is located at 600 58 St. S. in Gulfport, FL, although many maps indicate it is in St. Petersburg
due to data input errors and lack of input and oversight. There are no additional access points onto this property.

Legal Description:
N 1/2 OF S 1/2 OF SW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 OF SEC 21-31-16 LESS ST & RR R/W CONT 8.82 AC (C))
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History of Lincoln Cemetery
Lincoln was established in 1926 by Reginald H. Sumner who was the owner of Sumner Marble and Granite Inc..
Sumner also owned the neighboring cemetery Royal Palm. Between August 1926 and October 1927 Arch Royal
Funeral Home and Wilhelm Funeral Home removed eighty-six unknown individuals from Moffett Cemetery, which
dates back to the year 1888, to Lincoln Cemetery according to Pinellas Genealogy Society, report done in 2006.
According to records the first funeral took place on February 4, 1926 for 19-year-old John Peterson.
In 1957, the cemetery was transferred from Sumner Marble and Granite Inc., to McRae Funeral Home. In 1958
approximately 150 bodies were moved from Moffett Cemetery to Lincoln Cemetery by McRae Funeral home.
Many of these bodies had no identity. There are three civil war veterans that are known to be buried in the Lincoln
Cemetery, their names are:




John W. Sharter: Served in the Spanish-American War, in company K third Confederate Infantry.
There is no headstone or further information available on Sharter (Pinellas Genealogy Society, 2006).
Joseph - Brownlow: - Served in company A of the second Calvary Florida. He enlisted on January 1,
1865 (Pinellas Genealogy Society, 2006).
John Lasker: Served in company F first N.C. Colored H. (Pinellas Genealogy Society, 2006).

Record keeping over the years was not complete so only some of the burial dates may have been provided. In
addition to this, many records were lost in a fire at McRae Funeral Home. In 1974 the cemetery was resold to
Sumner Marble and Granite who changed the company name to Lincoln Cemetery Inc. in November 2009. They
maintained ownership of the property until it was purchased by Lincoln Cemetery Society Inc. in February 2017.
Within that period the cemetery management and perpetual care fund of $109,000 was transferred to a Non Profit
Company Lincoln Cemetery Memorial Park Corp., but unfortunately this was a short lived effort as the property
went into disarray, the perpetual care fund was exhausted, and the Non Profit that had been established to
oversee the care of the property had folded. Liens in the amount of $31,788.26 have been placed on the property
starting in 2012 and only stopped after Lincoln Cemetery Society President Vanessa Gray requested that the City of
Gulfport stop maintaining the grounds now that the society was taking care of that task in the summer of 2016.
Unfortunately, there are still unknown identities buried in the Lincoln Cemetery, many of the individuals buried
have lost, damaged, or never did have, headstones. 5,407 bodies were known to be buried in the Lincoln
Cemetery in March 2001. (Pinellas Genealogy Society, 2006)
NOTE: Just a few weeks after Vanessa Gray began clearing
headstones at Lincoln Cemetery, she found the lost grave
of John W. Sharter, who, according to the Pinellas
Genealogy Society, served in the Spanish-American War
and was a member of the 3rd Confederate Infantry.
Quote from article by Caitlin Ashworth “Unearthing respect:
Woman finding lost graves at black cemetery in Gulfport”

“Her shovel hit concrete. “Found it,” she said, and
resumed digging. Minutes later, she dropped the
shovel and began wiping away the last bit of dirt to
reveal a name and dates on the headstone of a longforgotten grave at Lincoln Cemetery.”
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Issues To Be Addressed
For many years Lincoln Cemetery has not been properly maintained. Through various management companies
and ownership the cemetery it has endured a lot of neglect. The latest round occurred as the Lincoln Cemetery
Memorial Park Corp. dissolved in 2012 and the property was left to the City of Gulfport, and sporadic cleanups by
volunteers, religious, and civic groups, to maintain the grounds. By the time Lincoln Cemetery Society founder and
President, Vanessa Gray, decided to take action in December of 2015 the property had all but been abandon and
was on the verge of being condemned and foreclosed upon by The City of Gulfport for the back liens placed on the
property for years of unpaid maintenance as specified in Section 497.284, Florida Statutes, which states: “Florida
law authorizes a county or municipality to maintain and secure an abandoned cemetery or one that has not been
maintained for more than six months.”
Within days of her visit, Vanessa had begun to make marked improvements on the grounds. The grass was
trimmed, weeds pulled, debris removed, and trash was picked up. Within just a couple months she had recruited
dozens of volunteers who started coming out to do regular clean-ups to begin the process of restoration. During
this process Vanessa and volunteers found many lost or forgotten markers, many of them war veterans and civic
leaders. Some were reported in publications and the media as ‘lost to time”… But there is much more to do…

Top 10 Objectives:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Brush Removal
Property Survey
Drainage
Front Gate and Fence
Flag Pole
Information Marked Section and Signage
Security Cameras
Road Repair
Repair broken Crypts
Ground Penetrating Radar
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Suggested Package Projects














Brush removal – Removal of all brush. This includes: Brazilian Pepper Trees, stumps, invasive foliage,
trees endangering grave sites, trimming and shaping of all remaining foliage.
Survey - This will make for accurate decisions regarding fencing and drainage.
Drainage - Flooding has been an issue for Lincoln Cemetery since 1959. This issue will require a
professional analysis. A study of the current situation will have to be commissioned to determine a
proper solution.
Fencing - (East and North side) - The cemetery currently has a 6 ft. fence lining the south side of the
property. For the security, safety, and privacy of the family and friends that visit their loved ones, a 6 ft.
fence will be installed along the East and North side of the cemetery to match (unless the Pinellas Trail
Authority is responsible for the North run).
Gate/Fencing (West) - For the West entry of Lincoln Cemetery a more aesthetically pleasing fence will
be installed. This includes a gate for the road that will ensure no vehicles can enter after dark and
before dawn.
Flag Pole - There is at least two hundred and forty seven U.S. War Veterans buried at Lincoln
Cemetery dating back to the Civil War (we are still finding more). A flag pole will be dedicated to our
fallen War Veterans
Signs - Information sighs with cemetery hours and PSA’s will be installed at the entrance and along the
road. A proper map of the layout of the cemetery as well as informational signage will enhance the
ability of families to find their loved ones. Signs with history and information about veterans and civic
leaders buried here will be displayed at strategic locations with a QR code link to the
www.LincolnCemeterySociety.org website with additional information, news clippings, videos, and links
to reference materials.
Security - Solar lights will be placed accordingly throughout Lincoln Cemetery, including a spot light for
the flag pole. Security and camera systems will be set up in the front and back of the property to
protect against vandals.
Road Repair- This will be done in conjunction with the drainage issue.
Restore broken crypts- There is about 75 broken burial vaults that are at risk of, or are falling in. A
local college is planning to help to restore and fix broken crypts. This of course, can’t all be done by
one class and this is why we will hire an expert to finish the job in a timely manner.
Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) - For the last 15 months Lincoln Cemetery Society has spent
hundreds of hours cleaning up and restoring Lincoln Cemetery. We have found that most headstones
and burial vaults are just inches underneath dirt and grass. We will continue this process by sectioning
off one part of the cemetery at a time. From there we will start at row 1. As you see in Exhibit G, the
plot maps for Lincoln Cemetery are in terrible shape. As we're raising headstones and marking burial
vaults, we will continue updating the official 2006 Lincoln Cemetery book and plot maps from the 70's
that are missing sections from decay over the years. There are 6597 people recorded in the 2006
book. Lincoln Cemetery Society has added 14 more names over the last year to the records by
uncovering their headstones or burial vaults. After this process is done, GPR will be established in
areas where we couldn't find a marker or have questions. Thus, a more accurate book reflecting
updated records will produce an overall picture of how many people are actually buried at Lincoln
Cemetery.

Example: QR Code to www.LincolnCemeterySociety.org Home Page.
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Equipment

Supplies



Tractor



Bug spray



Tow behind rake



Gloves



Wagon



Safety glasses



Rakes



Water cases



Loppers



Boots /safety shoes



Shovels



Chain Saw Chaps



Pry bars



1st aid kits



24ft ladder



Trash bags



Tarps



Belts



Pitch forks



Chains



Brooms



Blades



Push mower



Misc.



Weed eater



Blower



Chipper



Stump Grinder



Edger
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Project Budget
This budget is an estimate of current market values for items listed. Additional and ongoing repairs and
replacements will be necessary to maintain the grounds. This budget is sufficient to initiate the process and
fund the major package projects outlined in this prospectus.
Package Projects
Survey - $3,000
Drainage - $20,000
Fencing(East) - $7,000
Fencing (West, gate included) - $25,000
Crypt repairs - TBD
Road - $20,000
GPR - ($100 a day) $700 est.
Signs - $10,000
Flag pole - $1,000
Cameras - $1,500
Solar lighting - $4,500
Brush removal - $5,000

Total: $97,700
Supplies and Equipment
Stump killer - $5,000
Bug spray - $100
Gloves - $50
Wagon - $300
Rakes - $50
Loppers - $50
Shovels - $60
Safety glasses - $100
Pry bars - $50
Tractor -$13,000
Accessories - $6,000
Water cases - $100
24 ft. Ladder - $300
Tarps - $100
Pitch forks - $80
1st aid kits - $100
Brooms - $20
Trash bags - $80
Push mower - $500

Total: $26,040
Project Total: $123,740
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Lincoln Cemetery Society Inc. Officers and Board of Directors:
President – Vanessa Gray - Gulfport, FL Vanessa Gray is the founder of Lincoln Cemetery Society. Her passion for
the history and spirit of cemeteries go way back to her childhood, where highlights of family vacations often
included an afternoon of walking through ancient monuments and headstones. At the time it seemed a little
strange, true, but with the passion she evoked with Lincoln Cemetery, it all makes more sense now... Vanessa was
th
rd
born in St. Pete General Hospital and attended Our Savior Lutheran School on 58 St until 3 grade when she
moved to Englewood, FL. She graduated there at Lemon Bay High School. Upon graduation she attended Edison
State College, and then moved back to Gulfport to pursue better employment opportunities, as the local economy
was suffering badly from the Great Recession. Vanessa is a world traveler, visiting many European countries,
Caribbean Islands, Mexico, Canada, and much of the United States. In 2014 she left Florida and drove herself
across the country to take a summer position with the U.S. Parks Department at Yellowstone National Park. It was
upon her return that she began to spend time in the evenings walking up to Lincoln Cemetery, which is what has
guided her on the path restore it. Vanessa is a great communicator and a model citizen. She was involved in Girl
Scouts for much of her childhood and has volunteered for many charities including; Gulfport Get Rescued, Rotary
clubs, youth foundations, veterans groups, community events, and even coached at Gulfport Little League. Her
charisma and good all-around nature makes her the perfect person to be President of this organization.
Vice President – Jon Harker - Gulfport, FL Jon was born and raised in Southern Pinellas County. He has lived in
Gulfport with his wife for the last 3 years and been active in the community since 2007. He served as Vice
President of Gulfport Little League in 2007, President from 2008 thru 2013, and Player Agent in 2014. He
volunteered at the Little League Baseball Southern Region Tournament 2009 and has been helping Newton’s
Haunts for the last 6 years raising money for local animal shelters. He has been an active member of Lincoln
Cemetery Society, attending cleanups since February of 2016. Jon Harker has been an outspoken advocate and an
unwavering volunteer who has become very passionate about the restoration of Lincoln Cemetery. Jon is a real
local community leader. His no-nonsense style complements and augments the rest of the Executive Board of
Directors of Lincoln Cemetery Society Inc.
Secretary – Darlene Corcoran - Gulfport, FL Darlene moved to Gulfport with her husband in 1977. She was a
processor in both mortgage/banking and insurance. While homeschooling her 3 children in 2002, the family
joined Gulfport Little League and became involved holding a board position until 2015. She has been very
community oriented, and volunteered to do a lot with Gulfport’s Little League including Team-Parent and League
Secretary. She also ran the concession stand for many years. She was a yearly volunteer with Little League
Southern Region. Since 2010, she has volunteered at Newton's Haunts which collects and donates to Biff's Kids of
Pinellas County, Ruff Rescue, and other local animal shelters. Darlene has been volunteering at Lincoln Cemetery
since January 2016. Her outgoing personality and passion for this project along with her ability to communicate
and interface with just about anybody makes her a valuable asset as the Secretary for Lincoln Cemetery Society
Inc.
Treasurer – Toni Clair Carcione – Gulfport FL Toni has been a Gulfport resident since 1999. She attended NYC
University and has a Political Science Degree from Hunter College. She has been a bookkeeper for many years
working for several companies in the NY Tri-State area. She retired from Capitol One where she was a Customer
Service representative. She has been an active advocate for the LBGT movement since Jimmy Carter’s
administration when she attended the first gay march in Washington DC, as well as marched to support ERA. She
is deeply religious and has taught Sunday-School at the Church of the Holy Trinity in NYC and attended Billy
Graham’s Crusades and Days of Witness. Toni has volunteered at many civic functions including haunted houses,
charity fundraising, Holiday Christmas Time for Senior Citizens, Den Mother for Gulfport’s Cub Scouts, and has
been a volunteer at Lincoln Cemetery for over a year now. Toni’s experience and knowledge of political science
and her bookkeeping skills has been a valuable asset to Lincoln Cemetery Society Inc.

Lincoln Cemetery Advisory Council - Kim Harker, Sharon Butler, Johnnie Lamons, Fran Burns
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(EXHIBIT A)
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(EXHIBIT B)
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(EXHIBIT C)
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(EXHIBIT D)
INITIAL CONTACT EMAIL AME Church:
From: "Vanessa Gray"
Date: May 7, 2016 3:28 PM
Subject: Lincoln Cemetery
To: <INFO@greatermtzioname.org>
This email is for Pastor Williams.
Hello, my name is Vanessa Gray and I've been cleaning up Lincoln Cemetery for the last 6 months.
Recently I've had conversation with the owner of the cemetery. I believe that we are working on the same
goal. I would love to speak to you about what I've done, what I've been working towards and honestly,
why. This cemetery has a special place in my heart. Even though I have no family or friends buried there,
I can't explain the connection I feel to it. I've spent countless hours, resources, and effort into building my
dream for Lincoln. I hope we can meet and I could talk to you about my project. You can call me at 727XXX-XXXX or email back.
Thank you for your time,
Vanessa Gray
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Regular Clean-Ups Progress Photos (EXHIBIT E)

Google image

Photo taken in December 2016
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Latest March 6th, 2017 Clean-Up (EXHIBIT E-2)
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Rotting, Damaged, and Fallen Trees (EXHIBIT F)
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Condition of Plot Maps (EXHIBIT G)
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(EXHIBIT H)
When the dead at
Lincoln Cemetery speak,
she hears — and helps ...
Apr 16, 2016 - Waveney Ann
Moore, Times Staff Writer -

GULFPORT — For four
months, Vanessa Gray
has been shoveling,
prodding,
uncovering
and talking to the graves
of the forgotten dead in
Lincoln Cemetery. "It's
like you look around and
you can almost feel the
despair: 'Hey, uncover
my name,' " Gray said of
those buried in the
unkempt grounds where
more than 6,000 AfricanAmericans — three of
them Civil War veterans
— have been laid to
rest. From the start, Gray
listened....
Two weeks ago, after
telling the Gulfport City
Council about
her
newfound passion, she
recruited
volunteers
who plan to help on
Tuesday.
"This is not an overnight
fix," she said. "It's going
to take a lot of time and
most of all, dedication to
fix what Mother Nature
has done."...
Why is a white person so
committed to restoring a
9-acre African-American
cemetery?
"I've had a lot of people
ask me that same
question: 'You have no
family there.

You have no ties there,'
“she said. "I don't see
color and I never have.
To me, it's a respect
issue." She's taking a
stand.
Her
greatgrandfather is buried
next door at Royal Palm
Cemetery, where neat
rows of floral memorials
dot well-kept grounds.
"I won't go see him until
I
know
that
this
cemetery is taken care
of," she said.
Unearthing respect:
Woman finding lost graves
at black cemetery in ...
Apr 14, 2016 - BY CAITLIN
ASHWORTH Tribune
correspondent - GULFPORT

— Birds
chirped
overhead
and
wind
rustled the leaves of
nearby trees as Vanessa
Gray methodically dug
through 6 inches of dirt
and
weeds.
Her
shovel
hit
concrete. “Found it,” she
said,
and
resumed
digging.
As she ran her fingers
over the letters and
numbers.
Minutes
later,
she
dropped the shovel and
began wiping away the
last bit of dirt to reveal a
name and dates on the
headstone of a longforgotten grave at Lincoln
Cemetery. “This is my
favorite part,” she said.
For four months, Gray,
22, has been uncovering

gravesites at Lincoln
Cemetery in Gulfport....
Gulfport police Sgt.
Robert Burkhart comes
by the cemetery often
and checks up on Gray.
“I think what she’s doing
is great,” he said.
Some
advocates for
improving the cemetery’s
condition have suggested
acquiring the graveyard
for an entity that might
provide
better
maintenance.
The city of Gulfport has
looked
into
foreclosing on
the
cemetery and turning it
over to the Gulfport
Historical Society or
another
group.
But Christine Brown, who
is president
of
the
Historical Society and a
city council member,
said the society would
need at least $1 million
to maintain the cemetery
in perpetuity.
Brown said some of
Gray’s work in the
cemetery might best be
left to professionals.
But Gray said waiting is
not an option....Gray
said she has permission
from the owner to work
there, and she updates
him once a month on her
progress.
She has
created a group on
Facebook called Lincoln
Cemetery Society that is
organizing a cleanup on
Tuesday.

“This
needs
to
get
done,” she said. “I’m just
going to do it until it gets
done.”
Then she resumed digging.
Finally Help for Lincoln
Cemetery?
By Helen J. Simon Gulfport Gabber
April 6, 2017

Excerpt… While the various
entities talk and plan,
Vanessa Gray of Gulfport,
22, said she adopted the
Lincoln Cemetery as a
personal cause in December
after driving by there every
day on her way to work and
seeing it in such disrepair.
“I just decided to do
something about it,” she
said. “So far I’ve uncovered,
fixed and restored over 200
graves.”
Gray has also placed more
than 400 orange flags to
mark overgrown graves that
otherwise no one would
know are there and recently
starting making headstones
for some. “Everywhere you
step there’s a grave … you
step on somebody,” she
said.
“My main goal is to get help
for this place,” she said. And
not just with donations of
money. Gray has created a
Facebook group, Lincoln
Cemetery Society, which is
organizing a group cleanup
for April 19. (For more
information,
email
Nessagray9973@gmail.com.)
“This is backbreaking work,”
she said. “It’s a lot of
digging. It’s a lot of moving
dirt.”
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www.LincolnCemeterySociety.org Analytics (EXHIBIT I)

Analytics captured 12:00pm on Saturday, March 18th, 2017
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Lincoln Cemetery Society’s Clean-Up Notifications (EXHIBIT J)
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Media and Press Releases (EXHIBIT K)
Lincoln Cemetery Society has engaged local, regional, and national media outlets. Our press release list
reaches dozens of radio, TV, and print media. Through our “Media Relations Initiative” we have
ascertained a direct contact with multiple departments of local, regional, and national newspapers, as
well as, many other media outlets including but not limited to:

Good Day Tampa Bay
WTVT Newsroom
Bay News 9
The Gulfport Gabber
WFTS TV
Tampa Tribune
Tampa Bay Times
"102.5" Cox Radio
1059 the buzz
"92.1" Clearchannel Radio
"94.9" Cox Communication
"96.9 wink"
Florida Trend Magazine
WINK TV
Sarasota Herald Tribune
Venice Gondolier
Boca Beacon
Gulfport City Council

WENG RADIO
WIKX Radio
WINK FM
News-press
Herald Tribune Diane Roth
Sarasota Magazine
Comcast.net,
Sun-herald
Heraldtribune.com
Sun-herald
Living Out East Magazine
Englewood Review
Eventful.com
Family Magazine
WSLR
Harborstyle Magazine
Wall Street Journal
Pinellas Commissioners

WWSB TV
Englewood Edge
Renda Broadcasting
NBC 2
Fox4 Now
My Suncoast
SNN6
SRQ Magazine
SRQ Media Group
Island Sun News
River Weekly
WFLA TV Channel 8
FGCU.EDU
Orlando Sentinel
Palm Beach Post
National Public Radio
Associated Press
FED / ST Representatives

Over the last year, Lincoln Cemetery Society has been featured in many news articles, videos, and radio
shows including; The Tampa Tribune, Tampa Bay Times, Bay News 9, Fox 13 News, National Public Radio
(NPR), The Gulfport Gabber, WFLA NBC News, and we have recently been contacted to appear in an
article in the Wall Street Journal.
You can see articles and video reports posted on our NEWS tab, within the
www.LincolnCemeterySociety.org website, listed in chronological order. We will continue to expand our
media relations by providing regular press releases on the society’s progress. You can also see all press
releases sent to the media in our PRESS RELEASE tab on the website.
All of the media reports that Lincoln Cemetery and Lincoln Cemetery Society Inc. receives, will be
chronicled and stored in the cemetery archives.
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