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We are down to the final days of our Lenten journey. Next Sunday, April 9th begins Holy Week and for Christians,
this last week is holier and more important than the other fifty-one weeks of the year. The reason is simple: we remember Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross for our salvation.
The rites of Holy Week are central to the Christian year as they lay the foundation for the Resurrection. If you
have not entered into the liturgies of this great week before, you may be surprised to find that they can evoke powerful emotions. During these seven days we not only witness the passion of Jesus, we also see the suffering and
death of all the innocent and vulnerable people in the world who are
tortured and killed. We reflect upon the injustice, cruelty and violence
in our own day and wonder why it happens. The original followers of
Jesus thought the same thing. These events in his life are universal
human experiences shared by those of us who have endured the loss or
betrayal of loved ones or the bitterness of unjust treatment from others.
Our liturgical services this particular week commemorate the last
days of Jesus’ life and they may well bring up feelings of sorrow, anger,
April 2
8:30 & 10:30 am Morning Prayer
fear, sadness, loneliness and remorse in our own life. The ability to
Breakfast at 9:30 am
touch our emotional core is part of the power of Holy Week.
In our culture we find it difficult to talk about death, especially our
April 9
11:30 am Holy Eucharist
own, so it is not surprising that many people find it difficult to focus on
such grim topics. It is tempting to just skip Holy Week altogether and April 16
11:30 am Holy Eucharist
get right to the happy story of Easter. This is exactly what some Christian denominations do. For others, going to church every Sunday is a April 23
8:30 & 10:30 am Morning Prayer
big enough commitment so the prospect of attending services on ThursBreakfast at 9:30 am
day, Friday and Sunday may seem overwhelming!
But I would like to invite you to challenge yourself. Make the extra April 30
8:30 & 10:30 am Morning Prayer
effort to participate in our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services.
If your original intentions of a Lenten practice have not come to fruition,
you have these last opportunities to stay awake and watch with Jesus
April 10
10:30 am Holy Eucharist at
for at least one hour. Isn’t your faith life worth that?
Hope Nursing Center
Here is a short synopsis of our Holy Week services:
Maundy Thursday, April 13th at 7:30 pm. The name Maundy
10:30 am Holy Eucharist at
comes from the Latin “mandatum” which refers to the new command- April 25
Hope Nursing Center
ment. This liturgy celebrates the events of the Last Supper, the foot
washing and the institution of communion. This year we are going to
wash hands rather than feet. Following this service the altar will be
No Bible Study or Holy Eucharist
stripped and you are invited to sign-up for a 30 or 60 minute block of April 5
time to keep a silent vigil in the church that will run until midnight.
April 12
10:00 am Bible Study
There is a sign up sheet in the social hall.
11:45
am Holy Eucharist
Good Friday, April 14th, one service will be offered at 12:00 pm.
This traditional service remembers the suffering and death of Jesus.
April 19
10:00 am Bible Study
There will be no communion on this day.
11:45
am Holy Eucharist
Easter Sunday, April 16th. We will have only one combined service
on this day at 11:30 am to celebrate the Resurrection!
April 26
10:00 am Bible Study
Blessings,
11:45
am Holy Eucharist
Fr. Steve

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services

Tuesday Worship

Wednesday Worship

[See schedule of Holy Week Services on page 4.]
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER WRAP UP
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Thank you to everyone who helped to make our St. Patrick’s Day dinner a huge success! Special thanks to our Jr. Warden,
Ken Coyne who volunteered to coordinate this great feast! He assembled an excellent team of people who worked tirelessly
to shop, set-up, cook, decorate, serve, provide music, coordinate gift baskets, run the raffles and cleanup! Thanks also to
our Sr. Warden, Jim Godbout who brought in the Irish beverages!
The crowd was so large (a wee exaggeration) that we lost count, but those who came brought with them a pot of gold
worth about $1,300. Now that is something to brag about! Thanks for bringing your families and friends to celebrate with
us.
We hope you enjoyed the food and the festivities. Take a look at some of the great photo memories and consider whether
you might be the next person to coordinate this event next year!
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Our New Eagle Scout - Robert Shork, Jr.

On Saturday, March 4th, the Eagle Scout Court of Honor convened in our sanctuary to bestow upon Robert Shork, Jr., the
highest award in all of Scouting – the coveted Eagle! Only 5% of all Boy Scouts achieve this great honor. It takes a tremendous amount of time, commitment and effort to reach this goal.
For his project, Robert designed, built and planted our community garden behind the rectory last summer. Of course
he had some help with all of this but it was his leadership and steadfastness that made it all happen!
And we often hear that behind every great man is a great woman supporting and encouraging him on. Thanks to Jill
Shork for being that loving, nurturing woman in his life. Congratulations Robert!

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH invites you to our 2017

Bazaar

Featuring
Arts < Crafts <

Baked Goods < Cottage Foods
Lunch Available!

Saturday, April 8, 2017
10 am - 3 pm
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186
For more info call (734) 721-5023
Or email stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
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GOOD
FRIDAY
OFFERING
SUPPORT MISSION
IN THE HOLY LAND
On Good Friday, offerings are invited from across The Episcopal Church to support
the four dioceses in the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East. Funds are used
to promote peace and mutual understanding through pastoral care, health care and
educational programs throughout the region.
To learn more about our Church’s work in the Middle East please visit
www.episcopalchurch.org/goodfridayoffering.

JESUS SAID, “WALK WHILE YOU HAVE THE LIGHT, SO THAT
THE DARKNESS MAY NOT OVERTAKE YOU.” (JOHN 12:29)

Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem

FOOD PANTRY OPEN

APRIL 13, 10am-Noon
*Please bring donations in by
Sunday, APRIL 9
(Souper Sunday-bring soup!)

APRIL EVENTS CALENDAR

Sun. April 2
Sat. April 8
Sun. April 9

Sundays:
Daughters of the King at noon
Spring Bazaar 10:00 am-3:00 pm
Vestry Meeting at noon

Wednesdays:
March 5, 12, 19 & 26
Sr. Exercise Class at 9:00 am

Holy Week Services
Service Days & Times

Palm Sunday
April 9th
11:30 am
Maundy Thursday
April 13th
7:30 pm
(Vigil time to be kept until 12:00 am)
Good Friday
April 14th
12:00 pm
Easter Sunday
April 16th
11:30 am

St. John’s Episcopal Church
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186

Oﬃce: (734) 721-5023
parish oﬃce hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
www.stjohnswestland.com
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St. John's Episcopal church - Westland Mi
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