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On the last Sunday in October, we normally celebrated Reformation Sunday to commemorate the
Protestant Reformation as well as Martin Luther, who nailed his 95 theses to the door of Castle Church
in Wittenberg Germany, on October 31, 1570, the eve of All Saint’s Day.
The goal of the Reformation was to bring the kingdom of God closer to the people; to cast off the orders
of men that were driving a wedge between the loving purpose and sacrifice of Jesus Christ and people
in need of the comfort of His peace that comes to all people who learn to trust and believe in Him.
Since before God sent His only Son into the world as a savior for all mankind, the devil in the details of
living His promise has divided man, as men have assumed the power of His word and dictated to others
what is proper, right and orderly.
I just had a conversation with a woman who is perplexed by a statement in a newly released Netflix
series she is watching. She told me “Maybe the reason I’m not happy is because I haven’t earned it.” I
was startled and told her that that’s one of the worst statements a believer in Jesus could ever take to
heart. Who told her that? Someone who would wish to control her happiness and separate her from the
purpose and love of Jesus Christ?
It seems that the power to distract us from the Lord of our life, the power of the Holy Spirit or the
Father, the creator is everywhere. We find obstacles in the media; TV, Radio, Newspaper and online.
We find obstacles in a culture that works to silence us with shouting or laws and ordinances that
dampen our courage to speak the truth. Sometimes it just doesn’t seem to be worth the fight, and it’s
not worth a fight.
The love of Jesus, the concern for your adversary and people in distress is where the peace and joy in
our lives comes from. Because of what Jesus did for us, we don’t need to earn our happiness; we have it
because of Him. And because of Him we do joyful things in service to others.
Here’s where LWML comes in:
For more than ten years I have been attending LWML Conventions and Retreats as a guest of my wife,
Marilee. Each one has been an uplifting and empowering event. Although LWML has a fabulous
organizational structure, it is not about Order, it’s about the Spirit. In the most recent Retreat in
Eastern Washington nearly 300 women and men experience an event built around the joy we have in
Jesus. Nothing about politics; nothing about world order; but a lot about Jesus and the joy His word and
work allows us to bring to people in fear or in need of comfort. The kinetic Joy of hugs was everywhere.
Bringing the love of our Lord through the Body of Christ is the mission of the church, God’s mission.
As we move forward toward the call of the new pastor, let us keep our hearts and minds tuned to
bringing the kingdom of God closer to the people through faith and love in the lord; sidestepping the
obstacles of excessive order that drive wedges between us and His loving purpose.
May we constantly share His love, joy and peace with all in need of His word, encouraging believers to
live as we are called.
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR
NOTES:
1 All Saint’s Day
3 Elder’s Meeting, Thursday, 6:30PM
7 Council Meeting, Monday, 6:30PM
11 Veteran’s Day
28 Thanksgiving

Mite Sunday-November 24

Events and Members in Our Prayers

James Koch
Financial Secretary
310-227-2292
jamesjkoch10@gmail.com

Forest Van Duyn – health and mobility concerns
Dwight Schultz – care and support for cancer
God’s will for Grace Lutheran Church as we work
to call a new Pastor

Marvin Lauterbach
Chairman Board of Elders
425-348-3123
mklauterbach@frontier.com

Serve the Lord
with

Gladness…
Psalm 100:2

READERS
3 Lonnie Hendrix
10 David Foye
17 Marilee Ryan
24 Mike Ryan
Lawson

Carol Davis
Jean McNiel

21
24
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Saturday

Friday

1
ALL SAINTS DAY

2

Living Word
Church

3

4

5

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

6
7
Women’s Bible Elder’s
Study 9:30AM Meeting

8

9

6:30PM
Quilting Noon

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

10

Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

11 Council

12

Meeting
6:30PM

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service

13
14
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM

15

16

Quilting Noon
Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

17

18

19

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

20
21
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM

22

23

Quilting Noon
Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

24
9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service

25

26

27
28
29
Women’s Bible THANKSGIVING 0
Study 9:30AM
DAY
Quilting Noon

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

30

3
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article – November 2019
St. Paul wrote to the Church of Christ in Corinth: “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).
God loves a cheerful giver. But who is a cheerful giver?
Abel was. By faith, Abel gave the firstborn of his flock, and it was acceptable in God’s sight. Abraham was.
By faith, Abraham prepared cakes and a tender choice calf for God and entertained angels unaware. So also
were David and Solomon. By faith, David would not make a sacrifice to God that cost him nothing, so he
paid Araunah his due. By faith, Solomon built a house for God, where his name would dwell and thereby
where He would dwell to be Israel’s God and they His people.
What more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of all those who gave not simply for the joy of giving
but for the joy of knowing the One to whom they gave.
So also our Lord, who for the joy set before Him, gave everything, yes, even His life, enduring the cross and
scorning its shame. He gave to the shedding of His blood, willingly and resolutely setting His face toward
Jerusalem to die for the life of the world. Though He was rich in every way, He became poor, so that by His
poverty we might be rich beyond measure.
So then, let us – like Abel and Abraham, like David and Solomon, and even like our Lord Jesus Christ – give
cheerfully to God for the work of His kingdom in our midst. Like them, let us decide in our heart – for the
joy set before us – the joy of knowing the One to whom we give is the One who gives us all good things.

