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HMRS Annual
Picnic in June
HMRS celebrated a
great end of the year by
having our annual Potluck
Picnic on the grounds of
the Pruyn House. Officers
were elected for the next 2
years. After potluck and
conversation, everyone
joined in recorder playing.
Pictured from left: Judy
Pardee, Bernie von Schwerin,
Sue Wright, Martha Scherer,
Mike Kuhrt, John Scherer,
Kate Storms, Jutta von
Schwerin and Kathy Kuhrt.

President’s Message Welcome back to HMRS!
I hope you had a great summer and found some time to enjoy playing recorder. This year’s HMRS program
offers lots of opportunities to play together and explore music for recorder ensemble.
Based on your positive feedback, our new meeting format will continue with a monthly guest leader. We are
fortunate to have Richie and Elaine Henzler, Joseph Loux and Laura Hagen for these sessions. I will continue to
lead the rest of the meetings when we will be exploring music from our extensive chapter music library. You are
always welcome to suggest some of your favorite music for us to play. Please get the music to me 2 weeks ahead so
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that we can work it into the program. If you are new to recorder playing or just getting started………President’s

Message continued on page 3

First Meeting of the Year: Thursday, Sept 10th
6pm and 7pm at the
Schoolhouse at the back of Pruyn House grounds

“On the Road” to
the HMRS of Today
By Michael Murphy
Note: this is the first part of an extensive
historical document written by HMRS
member, Michael Murphy a few years ago. I
have included a portion of that document
here.
The Hudson-Mohawk Chapter of the
American Recorder Society (HMRS) is one of
the oldest, continuously running, recorder
music chapters in the Northeast United States.
Located in the Albany/Capital
District/TechValley area of New York State,
HMRS was originally composed of two
separate chapters: the Northeast Chapter and
the Capital District Chapter.

Crow Hill Consort
Performs at Local Church
Crow Hill Consort performed a program in July
at the Albany Unitarian Church. Pictured above:
Carolyn Hermes, Lee Danielson, Marie-Luise Carreno
Maass, Judith Pardee, and Melanie Axel-Lute.
Melanie’s husband, Paul, gave a talk on infinity
during the Sunday morning service.
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The Northeast Chapter was formed in
1966 and drew members from the greater
Albany area and from the “north country” of
Saratoga Springs, Burnt Hills, and even as far
north as Schroon Lake (it was occasionally
referred to by outsiders as the Burnt Hills
Chapter) and from neighboring
Massachusetts. The Northeast Chapter also
formed the first recorder music library in the
area (dedicated to Nancy Young, a very active
and beloved member who died in 1979).
The Capital District Chapter formed a
bit later - in 1976 - under the guidance and
leadership of Dr. Joseph Loux (Director of the
Adirondack Baroque Consort and owner of
The Recorder Shop in Hannacroix, NY).
Joint meetings, rehearsals, consorts, and
workshops began between the two chapters in
the late 1970s.
These productive joint arrangements
persisted until 1991 when members voted to
officially combine the chapters under the
single umbrella name of Hudson Mohawk
Chapter of the American Recorder Society
(HMRS). HMRS and its two foundation
chapters, therefore, have a combined history
of nearly 50 years with the last 24 years as the
Hudson-Mohawk Chapter of the American
Recorder Society.

President’s Message continued from page 1
….with a smaller group, you are invited to our “early warmup” one hour before each meeting. An e-mail reminder with agenda
and details is sent one week before each meeting. If you are not
receiving these reminders, be sure to contact Linda at
chall7@nycap.rr.com or go to our web page at
http://www.hudsonmohawkrecorder.com/ anytime to sign up or view
our latest activities.
Throughout the year we will be hearing more about our ongoing Chapter Library Project and our Scholarship Program. Enjoy
the rest of your summer. I look forward to seeing you September 10th.

Kathy Kuhrt
Fall Meeting Dates: Use this link
for information about Fall Meeting Dates:
http://www.hudsonmohawkrecorder.com/schedule.html

Spring Recital is
Biggest in Years
The HMRS spring recital in
June had the largest number of
groups and performers that we have
seen in recent years. There were
performances by four groups and two
soloists.
Crow Hill Consort performed
first with Marie Luise Carreno,
Melanie Axel-Lute, Carolyn Hermes
and Judy Pardee.
One of the oldest-performing
HMRS consorts was Sweetbriar
consisting of Monica Judd, John
Scherer, Jutta von Schwerin and Sue
Wright.
There were two brave souls
who performed solos: Marie Luise
Carreno and Laura Hagen, local
recorder professional and educator.
Lycaeides members Carolyn
Hermes, Michael Murphy, Linda
Botimer and Marie Luise Carreno
performed next.
And finally the ensemble
Ivory Wind played with Michael
Murphy and pianist, Karen Jacobs.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRaOS0MaWRA

Hudson Mohawk Recorder Society www.hudsonmohawkrecorder.com
Fall meetings are at the School House on the grounds of Pruyn House.
207 Old Niskayuna Road, Latham, NY 518-783-1435 www.pruynhouse.org/
Meetings start at 7pm except for 3 meetings in January, February and March which start at 3pm.
President: Kathy Kuhrt kathykuhrt@gmail.com
Immediate Past President: Lee Danielson
Secretary: Linda Botimer chall7@nycap.rr.com
Treasurer: Lynne Priestley
Facilities
and Webmaster: Judith Pardee
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Librarian: Mike Kuhrt birdman329@gmail.com
Outreach: Michael Murphy

HMRS Members
Travels to Italy
Bella musica!! Melanie
Axel-Lute and Marie-Luise CarrenoMaass traveled to Italy in February
to play under the direction of
Boston early music professional,
Sheila Beardslee. The group of
singers and players was called
“Ars e Amici”
Based in Rapallo, they
traveled throughout the Cinqueterre
region, including Milan and Genoa.
The choir and instrumentalists
performed almost daily in many
Italian baroque churches.
Pictured to the left are:
Judith Lhamont, Melanie Axel-Lute,
Marie Luise Careno-Maass and
Richard Ketcham.

Revised Bylaws to be Voted at
October 8th Meeting
HMRS no longer collects dues for
the American Recorder Society. However,
this is a great web site and resource for
recorder players.
Please go the website noted:
www.americanrecorder.org to look
over their vast resources and decide if
you would like to subscribe.

The HMRS Executive Committee met twice this
summer. The committee will be presenting a revised HMRS
Bylaws to be voted on by paid members at the Oct 8th meeting.
Hard copies will be available at both September meetings and at
the Oct 8th meeting. You may also review the changes on the
landing page at www.hudsonmohawkrecorder.com
Pictured above: Mike Kuhrt, Lynne Priestley, Kathy Kuhrt,
Linda Botimer and Judy Pardee.

Forgot the HMRS meeting date??
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Go to our website www.hudsonmohawkrecorder.com anytime for the latest on meetings,
workshops and our occasional newsletter.

HMRS Dues are
Now Payable
HMRS dues are now due
to treasurer, Lynne Priestley.
She will be collecting the $30
annual fee at September and
October meetings.
Or you can mail a check
payable to: Hudson Mohawk
Recorder Society.
Lynne Priestley
112 Oakbrook Commons
Clifton Park, NY 12065
Several HMRS members traveled to Hannacroix near New Baltimore
to the home of Joseph Loux for the last Summer Salon on August 31st.
There was an afternoon of mixed consort playing.
Pictured with the viols: Joseph Loux, Linda Botimer, Cathy Klaat.
Pictured with the recorders: Carolyn Hermes, Kate Storms, Sue
Wright, Marie Luise Carreno Maass, Lee Danielson and James
Oppenheimer. Kate Storms also played the keyboard.

Loux Leads Music
Teachers
Dr. Joseph Loux taught New
York State music teachers
Haudenosaunee [Iroquois] dances,
recorder and percussion at a conference
held by the New York State School
Music Association Conference in
Albany during August.
Joseph is a retired OrffSchulwerk recorder teacher. He and his
wife, Marjorie, operate The Recorder
Shop in Hannacroix.

.

Lycaeides Presents Program in
the Adirondacks
Lycaeides presented a program at Pyramid Life Center near
Paradox, NY for their “Nature and Spirituality” week this past August.
Featured was Sister Monica reading a selection of poems interspersed
with the music. Instruments included recorders, clarinet, psaltery,
guitar,[Type
laouto,
voice and percussion.
text]
Pictured: Linda Botimer, Carolyn Hermes, Marie Luise
Carreno Maass, Judy Pardee, Barb MacLean and Bob Schultz

Linda Botimer, Marie Luise Carreno Maass
and Judy Pardee relax in front of Pyramid
Lake in the Adirondacks after giving a
performance the night before. See related
story to the left.

HMRS Website and Facebook Page:
www.hudsonmohawkrecorder.com
www.facebook.com/groups/127666594023613/
Recorder Resources:
 The Recorder Shop
www.therecordershop.com
 Courtly Music
www.courtlymusicunlimited.com
 Von Huene Workshop www.vonhuene.com
 American Recorder Society
www.americanrecorder.org
Music Library:
 Only Chapter members may check out music.
 Info and Questions: Mike Kuhrt at
birdman329@gmail.com
Newsletter:
 Published 3 times per year and posted at
www.hudsonmohawkrecorder.com
 Newsletter items to: Linda Botimer at
chall7@nycap.rr.com

Murphy Coordinates
Spring Fundraiser That
Brings in Over $1,000
HMRS sponsored a spring fundraiser
“Consort With Us” in support of educational
outreach and scholarships. Many thanks to
HMRS member, Michael Murphy, who spent
many long hours coordinating this event.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Albany
was the venue and featured four HMRSaffiliated groups: Bleecker Consort, Ivory
Wind, Lycaeides, and Pinebush Players. Karen
MacWatters, a music teacher with Niskayuna
school system, was the moderator.
For the finale all sixteen performers
pooled their musical resources for a final piece
conducted by HMRS president, Kathy Kuhrt.
She conducted the Renaissance song
“Belle Qui Tiens” with early reeds, strings,
recorders, percussion and voice.
See photos below of the HMRS groups
that participated.

Photos Counterclockwise from the
far left:
Pinebush Players----Judy Pardee, Mike
Kuhrt, Kathy Kuhrt, Carol Turner
Bleecker Consort-Beth Gurzler, Alan
Lescek, Deb Segel, Jack Ishmann, Janie
Schwab, Michael Murphy
Lycaeides-Marie-Luise Carreno, Bob
Schultz, Carolyn Hermes, Michael Murphy,
Linda Botimer, Barb MacLean
Ivory Wind-Karen Jacobs, Michael Murphy
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