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Greetings!
We are in the midst of Lent on our
journey to the Cross and Resurrection. I hope you can join us for our
mid week meal and service with focus on the Stations of the Cross and
our journey to the Cross and resurrection.
I believe most of you have heard by
now that Rachel Ward has accepted
the organist position at Forrest
Burdette United Methodist Church
in Hurricane. She begins her new
job on March 22nd. Please pray for
her in her new position as well as
our Worship Committee as they begin the search once again for a keyboardist!

Hello, again,
It seems as though the weather has
taken a toll on events during February. To those who were able to
weather all the snow, ice and below
freezing temperatures you get a big
round of applause!
We should be able to pick up where

Tanner Pope will return to serve as
keyboardist until a replacement can
be found.

but I encourage you to read it and
prayerfully consider the daily devotions in it for your Lenten journey.

I hope the alms; prayer and fasting
of Lent help you to focus outward
on your relationship with others
and with God. Lent offers us so
many opportunities for spiritual
growth and for reaching out beyond ourselves. Please be here as
much as you can as we journey together in Lent.

The meeting for the Transitional
Team for the Synod was postponed
to Saturday, March 28 at Trinity in
Charleston from 2-3:30 due to
weather. There will be an in-depth
discussion of our coming Synod
Assembly and the election process
for a new Bishop with time for
questions. Everyone is invited but
especially Council members and
voting members for the Assembly.

If you haven’t already, you will be
receiving a Synod Lenten devotional organized by Pastor Ian Reed
of First Lutheran Church in Parkersburg and with devotions by
many in the Synod. Due to the ice
and snow last week it was delayed

we left off, again, weather permitting. There were many meatballs,
noodles and
Carolyn’s
awesomely
seasoned green
beans to savor
at our first
Lenten supper!

My Bell’s Palsy is almost gone so no
more “Pastor Pirate” (Aaargh!) and
the eye patch but I am still having
(continued on page 2)

Again, Sunday School is always in
session from the very young to the
adults. Coffee and donuts await
anyone who comes to the adult
class along with interesting discussions. We are currently studying
the book of Galatians.

(continued on page 3)
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significant facial pain but with no
clear idea why. I had two cat
scans on February 26th which
ruled out any tumors and the
thought now is either a rare form
of shingles that has no skin lesions or some other virus infection of my facial nerves. I have
missed very little work due to the
pain and palsy but it has slowed
me down. Thanks for your
prayers and concerns.
Thanks to all those who have
kept the church going in this
challenging weather. I appreciate
those who have come to church
but do encourage you not to
come if it looks to dangerous for
you where you live. I do not need
hospital visits for broken bones
or heart attacks due to shoveling
so please be careful and join us
when you can!
As I have said before I serve the
Synod in three ways beyond the
congregation – on the Board of
Community Lutheran Partners;
on the Board of Partners in Care
– the relationship with our National Guard and Challenge
Academy that they run and Road
to Renewal, a Synod two year

As most of you know our daughter
Meghann and son-in-law Jordan are
expecting a baby girl in April.
Prayers are appreciated for a safe
and healthy delivery.
Hopefully more news in the next
Proclamation when winter allows us
to get back on schedule.

workshop for helping churches grow
in spirit and outreach.
I do this because through our baptism each of us is called to serve and
I encourage each of you to see how
you can serve in the congregation, in
the community and the larger church
in the Name of Christ with the gifts
that God has given you.
I have been asked by the Synod to
attend a Coaching workshop which
helps one to work with others to discover what God wants that person to
do, to be an encourager. I believe
this will sharpen my skills as a Pastor
and in the ways I serve beyond the
congregation.
Learning does not end with seminary
for pastors. I go to two Synod Continuing Ed. events a year and a
weekly lectionary study where Pastors Tom, Randy and I go over the
lessons for the coming week.
May God bless you on your journey
to the Cross and Resurrection where
Jesus awaits you!
Pastor Carl

May God less all of you with His
perfect peace.
Sunny

Growing and Dying
Just as we as humans are not
able to stand still in time, congregations cannot do so either.

That means that Christ the
King Lutheran Church is
either growing or dying at
any given time. It also means
we are either embracing the
changing world around us or resisting some or all of those
changes.
Take time to think about CTK,
what ministries are growing or dying, and think how YOU can be a
part of making sure that CTK is
GROWING! Take time to think
about what changes in the world
do we embrace and what do we
resist (acting on our own personal
feelings rather than doing what
God calls us to do.)

Take time to call or visit another
CTK member you haven’t seen
in awhile, particularly if you
know they live alone or haven’t
been in church for awhile. They
will appreciate your phone call
or visit!! We are all brothers and
sisters in Christ!
Christ
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Christ the King’s Social Concerns Committee
will be providing personal care items for tem-

1st Monday DINNER

porary residents of the Branches Domestic
Abuse Shelter the week of Easter. If you
wish to donate, please put
your donation in the offering basket on or before April 5 (Easter Sunday). This is our annual
drive for Branches. Remember, the residents
often come with only the clothes on their
backs. We have applied for $200 in matching
funds from Thrivent Financial to supplement

Chili’s
March 2nd, 6:30 p.m.
Sign up on the narthex bulletin board or call Anita
Howard if you plan to come so she knows how many
places to reserve. 304-736-0067 We have great fun,
so please come join us for lots of laughter and a good
meal among our sisters and brothers!

our donations. Thank you for your generosity!

Dollars and Sense

ECCHO
Items of the Month

Treasurer’s Report
1/1/2015 through 1/31/2015
Income
Envelope
Plate
Interest
Misc. Income
Misc. Designated Funds
Other Gifts
Total Income

9,695.00
80.00
0.37
40.00
854.00
295.00
10,964.37

Expense Categories
Mission Support
Pastor's Salary & Allow.
Other Salaries & Allow.
Trustees
Witness
Office
Congregational Life
Property
Total Expense

719.00
5,773.40
3,054.43
2.00
(181.30)
145.27
95.06
531.29
10,139.15

Grand Total

825.22

Pasta
and sauce,
veggies

IN OUR PRAYERS: all those ill with colds and the
flu, Maria Hager, Bob Troy, Carolyn Breisler, Dee Fike,
Margy Barrett, Flo Williams, Wailana Grove, Willie
Smotherman, Pastor Ed Bowen, and Pastor Jennifer
Obermueller.

Stewardship Today: A New Look, A Shift in Focus
“The practice of stewardship invites us to look in three different
directions: DOWN, IN, and OUT.
We begin by looking at how God
has come down to us. We then
look in to discover all that God has
entrusted to our care. We end by
looking out to understand the needs
of our neighbors. While these
three actions may not always happen in this order, the practice of
stewardship always invites all
three.”
One way to visualize the above is
to visualize a cross. The DOWN
part is the vertical portion of the
cross, from the top to the place
where it intersects the horizontal
part, drawn as an arrow that stops
at the intersection. The IN part is
the vertical portion of the cross,
from the bottom to the place where
it intersects the horizontal part,
drawn as an arrow that stops at the
intersection. The OUT part is the
entire horizontal part, with arrows
pointing in opposite directions,
well, outwardly!
“Stewardship begins at creation,
where God first comes down to us.
In the first chapter of Genesis, God
forms humankind in God’s own
image and commands them: ‘Be
fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the air and over
every living thing that moves upon
the earth’ (Genesis 1:28). A steward is someone who cares for

someone else’s property. From
the beginning, humanity is not an
owner, but a steward of what God
has created. We are first receivers, not givers!”
“God has skillfully created us and
blessed us with more than we
could ever imagine. We are fearfully and wonderfully made! God
knows us deeply and has created
each of us uniquely. God has entrusted us with an abundance of
tangible and intangible resources— time, talents, treasure
and so much more. While our
gifts may seem meager, put in the
hands of God, these gifts can become so much more. In Mark
6:30-44, Jesus takes a little boy’s
lunch and blesses it to feed thousands...God gives in abundance
that we might share in abundance...We give joyfully, graciously and sacrificially because
we know that our resources are not
ours to keep but a God’s to share.”
“We look out to see how God is
calling us to love our neighbor
with all that God has entrusted to
our care...We are called to love,
not just with our words but with
our whole lives. Stewardship is
the way that we use all of our resources to love God and our
neighbor. The Parable of the
Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37
exemplifies this type of stewardship. The Samaritan gave generously of his time, his possessions,
and his money. He took a detour

from his own travels just to help a
hurting man, who was more of an
enemy than a friend. Stewardship
transforms God’s commandment
to ‘love our neighbors as ourselves’ from a religious expression
into a way of life.”
“...[S]tewardship is about how the
congregation together can do
God’s work. It is about how the
congregation can together live out
God’s call to love God and our
neighbors. Stewardship is directly
tied to discipleship. It is no
longer about the congregation’s
need to receive, but about the
giver’s need to give. Stewardship
is a way of life…”
Think about how you and we as a
congregation can be stewards of
God’s grace. “How does
‘belonging’ to God’ shape the way
that we live our lives?”
Next, think about how you and we
as a congregation can be stewards
of the story. “How might we be
good stewards of God’s story and
our own stories of God’s work in
our congregation?...how might our
congregation together share the
gospel?”
These are the first steps to bringing more disciples into God’s
kingdom and in our midst at CTK.
Quotes taken from “Stewards of God’s Love”
produced by the ELCA.

Lutherans in the New World: Test Your Knowledge!
Answers are in the Tidbits section of this
newsletter! Have fun!! (K. E-A.)

6. What race other than Caucasian became Lutheran before others?

1. What was the first group of
European Lutherans to permanently settle in North America?

a. African American

a. Danes

b. Finns

c. Germans

d. Norwegians

e. Swedes
2. Where did they settle?
a. Nova Scotia

b. Connecticut

c. South Carolina d. Caribbean
e. None of the above

b. 1500’s

d. 1700’s

e. 1800’s

c. Asian
(The first known non-Caucasian Lutheran
in North America was baptized on Palm
Sunday in 1669. A group of them established
their own synod in 1889.)

c. 1600’s

4. What was the largest national
group over the centuries to immigrate to North America?
a. Germans

b. Latvians

c. Norwegians

d. Slovaks

a. continual waves of immigrants
from Europe
b. physical distance from other
colonies
c. the way in which synods were
organized
d. ignorance of other cultural
groups
e. a & b

7. What challenges faced Lutherans in the New World?

f. a, b, c, & d

a. to function within a culturally
diverse society

10. What Lutheran institution
both preserved a group’s culture
as well as led it forward to Americanization?

b. to face the consequences of
their mobility westward

3. When did they settle?
a. 1400’s

b. American Indian

Christian faith. What factors reinforced these beliefs?

c. to determine an identity practically, theologically, & liturgically

a. churches (congregations)

d. b & c

c. schools, colleges & universities

b. theological seminaries

e. a, b, & c
8. Why were synods created?
a. to achieve independence from
European authority

11. What factors removed a cultural group’s autonomy/isolation
and led to Americanization?

b. to maintain contact with
Europe

a. those born in North America
pressured their parents to use
English in worship

5. Why did they emigrate?

c. to effectively staff each congregation with clergy

b. it was difficult to obtain Lutheran materials in the early days

a. economic betterment

d. a & c

b. evasion of war

e. b & c

c. it was easy to obtain AngloAmerican Protestant and Reformed literature

e. Swedes

c. less severe weather
d. religious freedom
e. all of the above

d. a & b
9. Early Lutherans in North America believed that if their cultural
identities (e.g. Swedish) were
given up, so too, would their

e. a, b & c

(test continued on page 10)

SUN

1

MON

2

TUE

3

WED

4

THU

5

10 am Adult SS
9:30-11:30 am
10:15 Youth SS Praise Painters
11 am Worship
12 noon Wor5:30 -7:30 pm
5:30-7:30 pm
ship Committee Exercise Classes Exercise Classes

6 p.m. Meal
7 p.m. Worship

7-9 pm
Praise Painters

8

11

12

9

10

7-9 pm
6 p.m. Meal
7 p.m. Worship Praise Painters

15

18

17

19

6 p.m. Meal
7-9 pm
7 p.m. Worship Praise Painters

22

25

23

7:30 pm YG

29

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise Classes
7 pm Council

30

31

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise Classes

13

20

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise Classes

27

14

21
9-11 am
Exercise classes

26

27

28
9-11 am
Exercise Classes

Deadline to
submit articles
for the
Proclamation

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise Classes

10 am Adult SS 9:30-11:30 am
10:15 Youth SS Praise Painters
11 am Worship

No YG

24

6

9-11 am
Exercise classes

10 am Adult SS 9:30-11:30 am
10:15 Youth SS Praise Painters
11 am Worship
12:30 Road to
Renewal
5:30-7:30 pm
5:30 -7:30 pm
Exercise Classes Exercise Classes

10 am Adult SS 9:30-11:30 am
10:15 Youth SS Praise Painters
11 am Worship

1

SAT

9-11 am
Exercise classes

10 am Adult SS 9:30-11:30 a.m.
10:15 Youth SS Praise Painters
11 am Worship
7:30 pm YG
5:30-7:30 pm
5:30 -7:30 pm
Exercise Classes Exercise Classes

16

FRI

6 pm Meal
7 pm Worship

7-9 pm
Praise Painters

CANTATA
EVENT
MARCH 29,
7 PM
B’VILLE
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Cantata
rehearsal

3-5 Dinner for
the
Hungry @
First UMC,
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We are taking orders for
Easter lilies for our chancel,
to be displayed on Easter
Sunday. Cost per pot is $9.50
& the order deadline is March
23rd.

Meeting
March 24th
@ 7 p.m.
Yes, this is one week
later than usual; too
many people would not
have been able to attend
the third week.

8—Ava Browning

Please put
your name,

9—Natalie Bock

who you are

19—Dale Smotherman

honoring or
remember-

26—Jim Moneyhun

ing, how
many lilies you want, and do-

28—Barbara Cook

nation in the offering basket.
Please designate “Easter lilies” on your check.

Happy Birthday!!!

Assisting Minister - Jim Fankhanel
Acolyte - Bridget Rajarajan
March 1

March 8

March 15

March 22

Mar 29

Greeter

Earl Massie

Dee Fike

Lois Broyles

Dean Twedt

Cathy Twedt

Ushers

Jim Fankhanel
Christy Ward

Patsy McComas
Jane Peterson

Harry Peterson
Tom Kisling

Winnie Rice
Linda Van Matre

Kitty KellySmoot & Lois
Broyles

Altar Care

Barbara Cook

Cathy Twedt

Jane Law

Jane Peterson

Carolyn Breisler

Counters

Becky Metz
Ben Day

Barbara Cook
Jean Day

Kitty Kelly-Smoot
Carolyn Breisler

Patsy McComas
Jean Day

Dee Fike
Charlie Smoot

Nursery

Kirsten Cook
Jon Day

Kerrianna &
Paula

Kristen L-T &
Devin Ames

Christy Ward
Faith Ward

Kathy
Eckstam-Ames

Baked
Goods

open

open

open

Kislings

Julia Schreiber

The Proclamation

Volume 12, Issue 3

Page 8

Tidbits...
Thank you!!
Thanks to Tanner Pope for providing us with keyboard music on
Sundays in February until Rachel
returned.

60, take the first left immediately
after the bridge, drive down the
road past an emergency services
building, you will find his location.

Best Wishes!
...to Rachel Ward as she embarks
on a new journey in a different
congregation as organist!

Get Well!
Many of our members have suffered from nasty colds, sinus infections, the flu, falls, etc. and
collisions with trees (Paula!) If
you cannot be with us, know that
you are in our thoughts and
prayers, wishing you well!!!

Bob Troy’s Address
c/o The Village at Riverview
Apt. 412
1356 Riverview Drive
Barboursville WV 25504
His telephone number is 304-7338556. If you take “the bridge to
nowhere” (Peyton) off US Route

Community Meal

See sign up sheet in narthex;
March 4th the entrée is provided
but the rest of that meal and all
other meals are potluck. We need
some volunteers to set up and
many to clean up. If you can
help, contact Kitty Kelly-Smoot.

The Greater Barboursville Community of Churches is sponsoring a
meal for those who are hungry on
Saturday, March 28th, 3-5 p.m. at
First United Methodist Church,
Barboursville. CTK will be serving
dinner with Pea Ridge UMC on
April 25th. By the way, this organization is driven by lay people
not pastors!!! Pastors are an integral
part of it, but they do not lead it. :)

Cantata

Test Answers (p. 5)

Some of our members are singing
or playing a musical instrument in
the ecumenical Cantata that will
take place on Palm Sunday,
March 29th at 7 p.m. Kathy has
songbooks and parts for instrumentalists if you are interested in
participating!

(1) a, (2) d (Danish West Indies
now known as US Virgin Islands),
(3) c, (4) a, (5) e, (6) a, (7) e, (8) e,
(9) e, (10) c, (11) e, (12) b, (13) a
(orthodoxy came first: pietists
thought orthodox Lutherans did not
act from the heart enough), (14) b
(they were the quickest to respond
to appeals for help), (15) b
(Missouri Synod Lutherans thought
the rest of the Lutherans had diminished the importance of the Confessions, e.g., Augsburg)

Lenten Meals
Thanks also to the crew who
cleared the snow from our parking lot! You did an awesome job!

completes one.

Bring in Your Plastic
Shopping Bags!
Kitty Kelly-Smoot would like you
to bring your plastic shopping
bags (no trash bags) to CTK and
put them in the box designated for
them in the narthex (or under a
pew in the narthex). She weaves
them into mats to give to the
homeless so they are not sitting
directly on the ground. She will
bring a mat to show us when she

——————————————-

How else but through
a broken heart may
Jesus enter in?
Author unknown

The Proclamation

Prayer
During Lent, we may feel
the need or desire to pray more
than usual. Henri J.M. Nouwen’s
book, With Open Hands may
guide you look at prayer from a
deeply human perspective. This
is part one of two parts.
“With Clenched Fists—
Prayer demands a relationship
in which you allow the other to
enter into the very center of
your person...The resistance to
praying is like the resistance of
tightly clenched fists...the desire
to cling tightly to yourself, a
greediness which betrays fear
[of losing who you are]...A first
prayer is often a painful prayer,
because you discover you don’t
want to let go...When you dare
to let go and surrender one of
those many fears, your hand
relaxes and your palms spread
out in a gesture of receiving…
you might clench again in fear…
open your hands without fear
so the other can blow your sins
away...Then you feel a bit of
new freedom, and praying becomes a joy, a spontaneous reaction to the world around
you...to pray is to live.
Prayer and Silence—
...if we think about silence in
our life it seems that it isn’t always peaceful; silence can also

Volume 12, Issue 1

be frightening…There was a
time when silence was normal
and a lot of racket disturbed us.
But today, noise is the normal
fare, and silence, as strange as it
may seem, has become the real
disturbance….people who experience silence in this way will
have difficulty with prayer...still
more difficult is the achievement of inner silence, a silence
of the heart…[being] calm and
quiet all by yourself...following
with close attention every move
going on inside you. It involves
self-discipline...we recapture
our own life afresh, from within.
Along with the new knowledge
of our ‘inner space’ where feelings of love and hate, tenderness and pain, forgiveness and
greed are separated, strengthened or reformed, there
emerges the mastery of the gentle hand. This is the hand of the
gardener who carefully makes
space for a new plant to grow,
and who doesn’t pull weeds too
rashly, but only uproots those
which threaten to choke the
young life...a man once again
becomes master over his own
house….there is no longer any
need to be afraid…this is the
silence of peace and prayer, because you are brought back to
the other who is leading you.
Prayer & Acceptance—
Deep silence leads us to suspect

Page 9

that, in the first place, prayer is
acceptance. A man who prays is a
man standing with his hands
open to the world...Prayer creates
that openness where God can give
himself to man...This openness...requires our confession
that we are limited, dependent,
weak and even sinful….[and] not
God...This attitude is difficult because it makes you vulnerable…
[Prayer] requires a constant
readiness to lay the weapons
down and to let go of your feelings which tell you to keep the
things around you at a distance...A person becomes a person only when he is capable of
standing open to all the gifts
which are prepared for
him...When someone accepts a
gift, he admits another into his
world and is ready to give him a
place in his own being...a gift becomes a gift only when it is accepted...it acquires a place in the
life of the other...the challenge of
the gospel lies precisely in the invitation to accept a gift for which
we can give nothing in return…
Praying means to be accepting
toward God who is always new,
always different...makes me
free…[gives me] the courage to let
[myself] be led….without knowing where. You know only that
the freedom which God’s breath
has brought you will lead to new
life…”
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(Lutheran Test continued from p. 5)
12. When was the process of
Americanization most rapid for
European Lutherans?
a. 1875-1900 b. 1901-1925
c. 1926-1950 d. 1951-1975
e. 1976-2000
13. Orthodoxy and pietism are
two ways in which Lutheranism is expressed; which came
first?
a. Orthodoxy b. Pietism
(How did it grow out of the
other?)
14. Which has been the dominant influence in North America (and why?)
a. Orthodoxy b. Pietism
c. Revivalism
15. When was the Missouri
Synod of the Lutheran Church
formed (and why)?
a. 1832
b. 1846
c. 1858 d. 1865
e. 1874
Historical notes: The Augsburg
Confession of 1530 was the first
full and public statement of Lutheran theology.
The Book of Concord of 1580
aimed to quiet controversies

regarding the interpretation of Luther’s Reformation theology since
Luther had died about two decades
earlier, and it is still used as a primary
reference today.
In 1855, Lutherans in North America
were momentarily unified. An
anonymous author penned and had
publicized the Definite Synodical
Platform, a document calling for the
“recension” of the “error-ridden”
Augsburg Confession of 1530. All
American Lutherans soundly rejected
this document. In so doing, they all
confessed adherence to The Augsburg Confession of 1530.

By 1907, all Lutherans in the USA
were on the same confessional basis. They agreed that the Bible was
the gospel, they promised to adhere
to The Augsburg Confession of
1530, and they accepted into their
respective constitutions the confessional writings contained in the
Book of Concord. Various synodical mergers took place in the 1900’s
as a result of this agreement, the
last of which: the ELCA.
Luther’s theology is the deepest,
most enduring, and most identifiable aspect of the Lutheran identity in North America.

