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Continued on next page. 

Just a reminder that delegates will be voting on Saturday 

February 23, 2019. Information on contacting delegates 

can be found on next page. 
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1– Kadie Anderson, Savanna Porter  24– Brian Brede 

2–  Braeden Sabin, Valerie Peterson  21– Carol Bartels 

5– Patrick Moore      23– Preston Foster 

7– Ali Bartels     27– Ashley Abramson 

10– Kelly McCoy     28– Mike Anderson, Linda Bowman 

11– Mark Tederman 

13-Brian Weaver 

14– Judy Vincent, Lois Johnson 

15– McKinley McCoy 

16– Hailey O’Keefe, Trey Bartels 

17– John Jensen, Steven Windrum 

18– Cora Bosch, Kathryn Bartruff, Justin Sabin 

20– Kim Humphrey, Beth Advey, Sharon Sukraw 

February Birthday’s 
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January has been a month of deep conversations about what it means to be a United Methodist. I 
have found this very interesting, because I usually only have those conversations with kids in Con-
firmation Class, or with those who are thinking of becoming a member of the church. But this year, 
it seems that many others are joining in on the conversation. I believe this to be a good conversa-
tion, because our goals for the year are: “Love God and Your Neighbor…Tell Your Story of God in 
Your Life…Share with Others.” 

We tend to talk about loving God and neighbor in pretty generic terms—and it is much easier to 
love others when we don’t talk about the particulars in others that may make us angry, sorrowful 

or joyful. But when we get to the point of telling the story about how 
we have been loved by God and how we have loved others, we have to 
talk a lot more about the particular situations involved; and that is 
where the stories get both very interesting and complicated! Some-
times our conversations then get emotional and we may stop telling 
the stories of how God is in the process of transforming our lives. 

To me, one of the most challenging things that has come out of these 
conversations is the emotional discussion of which Bible we read—and 
why. The pictures to the left show the various Bibles that I use for 
study and worship each week as I approach the texts for Sunday. I read 
from a variety of translations and interpretations because I cannot 
read the words from the original Hebrew, Greek, Latin or Aramaic in 
which they were written. I am dependent upon those who have done 
so, and I must trust that they have practiced due diligence in their 
study. I read a variety of translations and interpretations to help me 
better understand the story that the writer of that particular text is try-
ing to tell. These books of the Bible are their story; and then once I 

have read their story, it is up to me to understand what that story means for my life today. That is 
part of the work that, I believe, is the delight and responsibility of each disciple of Jesus. And, par-
ticularly as a United Methodist Follower of the Way, I am invited to reflect on the texts using the 
four-fold process called “The Wesleyan Quadrilateral” that uses Tradition, Experience and Reason 
to understand the scriptures. Even better, I am invited to read scripture in community with other 
believers, share my understandings and listen to theirs. This often results in new understandings 
about the way God is working in all of our lives. 

This is not easy work—but it can be very rewarding. As I shared with the group who gathered on 
Sunday January 20th—I believe that every conversation ends with a “,” or “…” because God is not 
finished with us yet. We are on our way to being “sanctified” and “made perfect in the love of God” 
each and every day; and it is important to not close the door on our conversations. 

In case you are wondering about those words, they are more United Methodist “Speak” of how the 
grace of God works within us. If you want to know more, come and talk with me. I promise that I 
will listen with open ears and open heart, and that the conversation will remain open with possibil-
ities… 

Blessings and Peace, Pastor Jamie 
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Music Minute 
Once again I am asking to consider getting involved in our choir, we have started working on another      
Easter Cantata and we could always use a few more voices to sing with us. We meet every Wednesday 
night at 8:00 pm and we really are a fun group to be around! Even if you can’t be there every week that’s 
ok. 

Music is a very special part of our worship services and I thank the band, choir, Barry 
and those who run the sound and power points for all you do. 

~Karla 

Rise against hunger 

Many of our church youth and members were blessed to be a part of a group that gathered on                

Wednesday January 23rd at the Gothenburg High School and helped bag 180,000 meals for those less    

fortunate. This was the 5th year for this program.  Rise Against Hunger is a wonderful organization that 

provides meals to those who are in need in this country and overseas. In the last 4 years the Gothenburg 

community has bagged over 100,000 meals and fed over 400,000 people. This organization gathers its 

funds from tow fundraisers and donations. A walking taco stand at the Living Out Loud concert and a soup 

supper and silent auction in November. Donations are always 

being accepted. Each bag of food costs 35 cents and all               

materials are purchased with the donations and the monies 

raised from the fundraisers. We are always taking volunteers to 

help with fundraisers or the bagging. Thank you to those who 

donated this past year and volunteered. 

Sunday School Scoop 
Many thanks go out to Lisa Jorgenson, Kris Loostrom, Jami Brundage, Judy 

Jensen, Lindsey Tederman and Lynnette Stevens for teaching Sunday School 

youth during January. Joan Windrum, Laron and Alice Peters continue to 

lead the adults during Sunday School. 

Teachers are NEEDED for the rest of the Sunday School year through May 12 

for Pre-Schoolers through 5th grades. Curriculum  is provided, the students 

are there, but a leader/teacher is absent. Call Lynnette to help out, even if 

it’s just for ONE Sunday! 

“Carry each 
other’s burdens, 
and in this way 
you will fulfill 
the law of 
Christ” 

~Galatians 6:2 
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“Use your God-given  
talents to serve others” 

~1 Peter 4:10 

Stewardship & finance  

January Highlights 

Budgeted items 

Mission Shares– The United Methodist Church is a connectional church; this is one of the ways we           
continue to reach out to the greater world and touch the lives of others in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Sunday School material– we have a great children’s Sunday school and truly enjoyed the Christmas         
program they provided the first Sunday of January. 

Nursery expenses– this provides for young child-care during our worship service. 

Non-budgeted items 

Small Group study material– finances for small group study books were provided for the Mary & Martha 
circle through a special fund available to help small groups with study materials. For more information    
regarding this fund please contact the Finance Committee. 

Youth Trip– ask a youth about the trip they took in January and the one they are planning this summer. 

Special Offering (Human Relations Sunday)- More information may be found at the following link: http://
www.umcgiving.org/queston-articles/human-relations-day-faq. 

These are only a few highlights of highlights of the many ministry activities we are involved in. 

 

February Opportunities: 

Daycare and Pre-School– While these two organizations help provide a financial stream for our church, 
they are also a great mission within our church. They provide good stewardship opportunities for                              
volunteering to help and more. Great opportunity to make a difference in a child’s life (or their parents) in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 

More Finance information is available in the church office. 
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Mark your Calendars! 
Retired Persons Lunch Bunch  

 Happy Valentine’s Day! We will be gathering on Wednesday February 6, 2019 
at 11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. All seniors are welcome and we invite you 
to come, bring a covered dish to share, and eat with us. Hope to see you 
there!! 

Praying Together:  

Bishop Saenz has invited us to join United 
Methodists worldwide in praying for our 
Church and particularly for our specially-
called General Conference. The model our 
Bishop has suggested is that we set an alarm 
for 2:23 p.m. every day and pray the Lord’s 
Prayer and the 23rd Psalm. The time is as a 
reminder that the special session is set to 
begin on February 23rd (2/23/19). The      
special session of General Conference will be 
voting on the proposal for organizing our 
Church. I invite you to join in this daily time 
of prayer, and to take part in educational  
forums to learn more about our work        
together. If you stop by at 2:23 p.m. I will be 
praying!  

~Pastor Jamie 

MOVIE NIGHT IS BACK!!! 

 We are going to twist it up and make this a lunch date. 
This is a faith based movie about a young man who was 
the best ever walk on football candidate and an amaz-
ing Christian bringing others to Christ through their spir-
itual journey.  

Join us on Sunday February 24th at 12 noon for a pasta 
dinner, snacks and a movie. Bring a friend and join us!! 
See you at the movie! 

           

The MOE committee would like to thank our church family from the bottom of our hearts. Gifts from the 

Heart was a success because of all the help, volunteers, prayers and love we received. We were able to 

donate $500 to the Ministerial Association to help those in need. God commands us to help others and 

this church never fails. Thank you to those who donated their gently used items, the cookie provides, 

the endless hands that helped set up, set out and continually straighten, the volunteers who were here 

to just help. We couldn’t have done it without all of you! Our mission continues to be touching hearts 

and lives with Jesus. 


