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The youth will be hosting their yearly Valentine Dinner on Sunday,
February 9, immediately following worship, The dinner will include chicken pie
(with a vegetarian pie option), salad, dessert, tea, lemonade and rolls. The
cost is $10/person with a maximum with half price for children 5-11 with the
maximum amount per family $25. So we have ideas on numbers we are
feeding, please sign up on the insert in the bulletin.
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Calendar

9

Our annual Chili and Bingo Night with the Elon
University students will be held on Tuesday, February 18
starting at 6:30 pm. What does it cost? A can or two of
non-perishable food that will be donated to the Salvation
Army’s food pantry. However, chili is needed to feed this
crowd. Bring your award winning chili and you just might
get an prize for it! There will be a chili cook off and prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place.
If you do not cook chili, desserts are needed also. Let the office know what you plan to bring or sign up
on the bulletin insert. Come out, have a good time, win a prize with an awesome bingo card and enjoy
our neighbors at Elon University.

The COOL/EDGE group of ECC UCC will have the
opportunity this summer to attend our denomination’s National
Youth Event July 22-25 at Purdue University. With this great
experience there will be some cost involved that we would like
financial support from the congregation. The youth will host some
other fundraisers, but this one is simple. There is a wall of
envelopes numbered 1-100 on a bulletin board outside Pastor
Sharon’s office. Each number represents the amount of your
donation in dollars. Inside you will find a note from the youth.
Return those with your donation to Lori or put in the collection
plate with a note on the memo for “youth fund.” If we collect
money in all 100 envelopes, we will have collected over $5000
for the trip. The cost per participant is $375 plus transportation.
Thank you in advance for supporting our youth!
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Who Is Jesus?
Coming off of the events
of January, namely Martin Luther
King weekend, our three Winterfaith
events, and Epiphany worship has
led me to some new experiences.
Learning about activism and faith, but specifically challenging the
notions of how our churches operate and see themselves has led to
some AHA! Moments and challenged me to think about the very
essence of the one we follow. Just as Martin Luther King put his life
on the line for what he believed, we can make the connections of our
very own call to faith and ministry. The earliest disciples had to
respond to a call that was dangerous and called them away from
what they knew. Maybe we, too, must be willing to see faith not just
as a convenience for better living, gut a challenge to learn and grow.
Maybe the truth is that the more we know Jesus, the more we know
about what it means to be faithful.
Maybe this seems like too deep a question for a month
where we experience football games and Valentines! We also know
that we are often uncomfortable looking more deeply at things. But, I
am convinced that an exploration of who Jesus is and how we have
believed and practiced that belief would be helpful. I hear from time
to time that “we are too political.” I just bristle when I hear that
because I wonder if people really think of Jesus and the ministry he
left for us is always going to be neutral and sweet? Also, how we
worship and hear from the Word definitely has an impact on

decisions we make. It seems that we may be of the mind that those
are only political decisions, and not matters of faith. I beg to differ.
Our looking into who Jesus would not be complete without
understanding sin. The list of sins we hold up says a lot about who
we are and our understanding of Jesus. Maybe that is why we confuse
politics with competing views of sin. While some only are willing to
list sins that involve personal bad behavior, sin can encompass the
actions of nations, groups of people and actions we take collectively
that alienate us from the will of God. Political? You bet! Just like
Jesus and his upsetting people in scriptural stories, so must we
address the deeper consequences of sinfulness and I know it is
uncomfortable.
Presenter at Winterfaith, professor Charles Irons, himself an
evangelical Christian attending very conservative churches, probably
did more to challenge us as the church to recognize and act on
being faithful to the Christ we base our faith upon. This leading into
a deeper walk is part of the practice of Christian faith and how we
are called to live and have meaning. Chris, I am dedicated to
allowing each of us to be on this pilgrimage. Epiphany calls for it
and soon it will lead to Lent. This, in addition to all the ministries
we are about, reflect this journey we are on together.
The Continuing question of “who is Jesus” has an ongoing
impact of how we will be the church. I pray that we discuss, learn,
and grow together. I look forward to Lent and our time together to
reach ever further in seeing and experiencing the Christ who leads us
today, tomorrow, and always!

SENIOR PASTOR’S
BIBLE STUDY
Every Sunday at 9:30 am in Library
The Gospel of Matthew:
The First Gospel? Continued...
We are now getting into the heart of the Matthew
and the teaching sections that set this Gospel apart from the others. Looking for what
makes Matthew unique and why the writer emphasizes certain teachings is a helpful
guide to understanding the early Christian community that created this Gospel and
allows us to get a glimpse into who Jesus is for us even today. We will continue to do
verse by verse study of this book allowing us to hear the story of Jesus and how
Gospel, sharing the good news, is presented. Join us!

Love, Randy

Ash Wednesday Services
on February 26
Come to Elon Community
Church on Wednesday, February
26, to get your Ash Wednesday ashes as we begin
the season of Lent. At 12:15 pm in the sanctuary
there will be an Ecumenical Service led by Catholic
Campus Ministries. All members of the community are
invited to attend. Then at 7:00 pm we will hold a
service with Revs. Randy and Sharon presiding. The
Chancel Choir will be in the loft to start our Lenten
journey. Please join us for one of these services, as
we center our hearts and minds for Lent.
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As I am writing this article, I
have just returned from a weekend at
Blowing Rock Conference Center at the
Annual Winter Youth Retreat. This year, 19
youth and 5 adults were on hand to join in
on a weekend of learning, fellowship, and fun. Our theme was “Love
who? Love How?” and on March 29, at our annual Youth Sunday, the
youth will share with you about what that theme was about and how
they will react to those questions it poses. But in reflecting on the
weekend, as tired as I may be, this is what I saw—LOVE. Love for
one another, concern for one another, care for one another, and just
being love. I know that all sounds very cliché, however, the sights and
sounds were all around me. From affirmations of new friendships, to
concern over someone not eating, or just tolerating what might not be
appear to be acceptable behavior were signs of love. Alicia Crosby was
our facilitator for the weekend and she challenged both youth and
adults to think about a time when they felt they were not treated with

COOL/EDGE
January 31

February 2
February 16
February 21

love. What did that look like? How did it feel? We had to write these
thoughts on a card and someone else in our small group read them
out. We were then challenged to think about a time when we did not
show love to someone and once again were to write out what that
might have looked like and how did we handle that situation. Those
were tough questions and I challenge you to reflect on your life and
think about those times in your life too. Then we talked about “how
we love?” What does love look like? The youth then reflected that
scenario in art projects they did. To be quite honest, that was a
tougher question for our youth than the first two we examined. So I
challenge you to think about “Who do you love? And the tougher
question “How do you love?” Then last but not least we talked about
what do we do to show love? How do we show love personally? How
do we show it in our youth group and/or church? Once again tough
questions to ponder. So the challenge I leave you here is Love Who?
Love How? On March 29th, we hope to hear how the youth in the
church tackle these questions and share with our congregation. We
have an amazing group of youth in this church and I was so impressed
with the way they engaged this weekend, created and renewed
friendships, and just showed love to one another which is what it is all
about!
- Sharon

(5th-7th /8th-12th Grade)

All COOL group members you are invited to a lock-in. Come to the church at 7 pm with a snack and drink to
share. We will have an evening where we will do a few “church things” like build our Gift Wall and work on a
Souper Bowl Sunday skit along with play games, watch movies and sleep (??!!). It will be a fun night of building
community. Pick up will be 8 am on Saturday morning.
COOL/EDGE group—Super Bowl Party at Matt Stimpson’s home at 118 Avenue of Trees, Elon starting at 6:00 pm
until half time of the game. (There are children at his home that need to go to bed). Bring your favorite Super
Bowl snack. We will be ordering pizza for the party.
COOL/EDGE meeting at the church at 5:30 pm. We will have dinner and then begin our plan for Youth Sunday
on March 29. Bring your ideas and reflections of our retreat weekend to discuss how we can share this with the
congregation. Tabithe Fisher will provide dinner
EDGE group will have a lock in at the church. There will be some “fun” church stuff to do and then we will play
games, watch movies and build community together. Bring a snack and a drink to share.

February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

Peace Makers—Our study will be a combo of Jewish/Christian Faith the story of Isaiah’s Peaceable Kingdom—
We will make Valentine cards for our Homebound folks and a peace belt. We will also have a Peaceable
Kingdom Puzzle to put together too.
To further our study of Judaism a little more, we will either walk to the Hillel house at Elon University or have
Rabbi Sandra come and share with us.
No KICK
Peace Makers—Krishna Saves the World (Hindu/Vedic). We will make a swinging calf for our craft.

Volume 24, Issue 2

Page 4

DOTS Are Beginning To APPEAR
Members of the congregation will soon begin to see colored dots appearing on their
nametags. Red, yellow, green, blue, purple, black, brown, orange and pink dots will indicate in which
Deacon Care Group the nametag holder is included. What is a Deacon Care Group you ask? Let me
explain! There are nine Deacons at ECC and each Deacon is assigned about thirty individuals or families for whom she/he has spiritual nurture
and care responsibilities. That includes praying for those in the Deacon Care Groups as well as supporting the members of the Deacon Care
group in praying for one another, keeping contact with the members of the Deacon Care Group through e-mail to alert them to prayer needs
and ways to support one another within the family of faith which is ECC.
The Deacons will be writing to each member of their Deacon Care Group by way of introduction soon and will inform the members of
the Care Groups who is in their respective Care Group. In February, an invitation for a actual face-to-face meeting of the Care Group members
will be initiated via e-mail by the Deacons. Our goal is to use the Deacon Care Groups to enhance the spiritual life of the ECC family of faith.
So look for your colored dot and letter and your invitation to a brief face-to-face get together. If you have questions, please feel free to contact
your Deacon or Russell Martin, chair of the Deacons at revm44@ameritech.net

All scouts are invited to wear their
uniforms to celebrate the ministry of scouting that
has been a part of our church for many years! It
is also exciting to note that this year we will
celebrating the growth in scouting by adding girls
to our Dens and starting a new BSA troop for
girls! Along with our Explorers group, we will be hositn many families with
schouts at our church on this Special Sunday! Please be sure to attend and
support this wonderful youth ministry we have at Elon Community Church!

The Women’s Fellowship will meet on Monday, February 3, 2020.
Everyone is invited to attend either circle. If you have questions, call Jean
Toms at 336-584-7658 or Kay Elder at 336-449-5933.
The Morning Circle will meet in
the CLC classroom at 10:30 am. Nancy
Steele and Betty Reynolds are the hostesses.
The Evening Circle will meet at 7
pm in the home of Betty Griffin at 1319
Cherry Drive, Burlington.

ECC's
Prayer Shawl
Ministry is in
process of starting
once again as a
care-giving ministry
of our church. The
next meeting will
be held on February 11 at 11:00 am. We will be creating
Prayer Shawls to be given to those who are ill and
recovering from health-related conditions so they might
know in a tangible way that they are "wrapped in the
arms of prayer" by the ECC family of faith. The Prayer
Shawls will be extended to those beyond the congregation
as well as we extend God's love in this 'warm and loving
ministry." We have five knitters already working on Prayer
Shawls, but we need more. Yarn is provided; all we need is
willing hands who are committed to prayerfully creating the
Prayer Shawls knowing that they are an instrument of God's
love. The Prayer Shawls may be knitter at home and
brought to the Church Office. Soon we will have our first
PRAYER SHAWL BLESSING in worship as we launch this new
ministry, For questions, contact Ellen Martin (336-395-8622)
or russellen314@gmail.com.
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Song Circle to be Dancing With Bears
The Circle was a traditional sing-along that began learning new music and instruments (kazoos, spoons, etc.)
Dancing With Bears invites you to bring instruments and favorite music to explore together, beginning with "Percy the
Puny Poinsettia." Music and words for at least one song will be provided each time. First meeting: Sunday, February 9,
3:30 pm in the Fellowship Room. Snacks to follow. Questions? Zo: zogogirl@yahoo.com or 336-380-0407.

We are a Creation Justice Church, not just a creation protection church, because we recognize that
those who are most affected by climate change and environmental degradation are usually those who have
contributed the least to it. People with little power are often hurt by the environmental callousness of people
with more power. We, the church, inspired by the acts and teachings of Jesus, are called to recognize these
injustices and to respond.
On Thursday, February 6, at 6:30 pm you are invited to bring a vegetarian dish to share in the CLC. We will enjoy food and
fellowship together. We will view two short videos – one from PBS on environmental justice and the other from the NC Environmental Justice
Network on environmental racism in eastern North Carolina. We will have time to discuss some steps we can take to address environmental
injustice locally and beyond. Please come! Sign up on the insert in the bulletin or let the office know so we can set up accordingly.

On February 24, the Soaring High Book Club will discuss Somerset Homecoming: Recovering a Lost Heritage, by
Dorothy Spruill Redford. The author, born in NC in 1943, researched her roots back to one of the largest plantations of
the Upper South, then issued an invitation to relatives of former slaves there. 2000 of them attended the first “Somerset
homecoming” in 1986, an event which made the national news (and inspired this book). Somerset Place, a State Historic
Site since 1969, lies a half hour from Edenton – across the Albemarle Sound. Join us at 7 PM in the church library to
admire the author’s dedication to discovering her roots and legitimizing the lives of her ancestors.

Come Join
The Walking
You are invited to come Saturday, February 29, for
Biscuits and Popcorn: A Climate Mobilization Film Festival, at
Elon Community UCC, 9 am until noon. It is sponsored by the
Southern Conference of the United Church of Christ, but is
open to any church, group, or person who is interested.
Twelve presenters from both UCC congregations and NC faith-based environmental organizations will
be offering 5-minute film and slide presentations on Creation justice initiatives. The topics will
include solar installations, permaculture, zero church waste, sustainable/sacred church land use,
church farms, and the link between racial equity and the environment. These will be followed by a
presenters' panel discussion and Q&A. Come, eat, watch, learn, fellowship, and discover new ways
to engage your church in love of, and justice for, all of God’s Creation. If you have any questions,
text or call Rev. Randy Orwig at 336-214-1304 or David Andes at 336-269-4126.

Group at
ECC
On Tuesday and Thursday
mornings a few of us are walking at the
church in the CLC. If you would be
interested in walking, please come join us
at 9 am on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings.
Questions? See
Sharon
Wheeler.
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Allied Churches of Alamance County operates a weekday lunch and dinner program. With food
purchases and donations, 40-50 shelter residents and families from the community without food are
given a hot meal. Five servers from the assigned groups are needed for the evening meal on their
date. Lowe's Foods donates desserts for the meal. Take all of the desserts from top right shelf of the
freezer in the CLC. They will need to be defrosted a day or two earlier. Your group can provide the
meal in one of three ways: 1) Prepare the food in the CLC kitchen and deliver it there; If you choose
Option 1, you need to contact Mary Hughes, volunteer coordinator, a few days prior to your going at 336-229-0881, ext. 105. 2) Purchase and
take all ingredients to the Shelter's kitchen and prepare your meal there; or 3) Request through the Mission and Outreach Board chair that
$150.00 from the Board's budget be mailed to ACAC for the
July 3
Women's Fellowship
meal which will be prepared by the ACAC staff. Arrival time at
February 7
Christian Ed. Board
August 7
Trustees Board
the shelter is 6:15 pm. Serving time and cleanup is 6:30-8:00
March 2
Youth
September 4
Deacons Board
pm. Do not wear shorts, spaghetti straps, or sandals. You will
April 3
Green Church
October 2
Evangelism Board
be asked to wear an apron, hairnet and gloves and to sign in
May 1
Sr. Pastor SS Class
November 6
Book Club
June 5
Chancel Choir
December 4
Seekers SS Class
and out. Thank you for your support of this very vital
program!

Church Council Highlights
Treasurer’s report noted that we ended 2019 with a budget surplus of $23,119 – thanks to Boards and committees doing a great job of holding
expenses down below the budgeted amounts. The CLC loan balance is below $400,000. Bill anticipates another $40K reduction in the loan
balance in the spring, resulting from a matching gift challenge.
Deacons are introducing a small group ministry. Expanding the concept of each family having an “assigned Deacon,” all the families that a
particular Deacon serves will be recognizable to each other by having the same colored dot on their nametags. They will be encouraged to get to
know each other and to pray for one another during the year.
Trustees reported on progress of the sanctuary maintenance projects. Duke Energy will conduct an energy audit and present a report to Trustees
on ways to conserve energy (save money). Trustees are compiling a wish list of improvement projects for
2020, including updating the projector in the CLC.
Board of Christian Education welcomed 3 new Board members at this month’s meeting. On Saturday
morning February 15, they will meet at Pastor Sharon’s house for breakfast and to plan out the year.
Upcoming events include serving the shelter meal (Feb. 7), the Youth Valentine dinner (Feb. 9), and Family
Game Night (March 22).
Missions & Outreach Board discussed lessons learned related to the Christmas Cheer ministry. We had more individuals to buy for this year, and
some Angel Tree tags got misplaced. Report on 2019 revealed that Born Again Jewelry raised $2,600, enabling monetary donations to 2 national
and 2 local charities, including $600 to ECC’s Good Samaritan Fund.
Board of Evangelism will assist with a New Member Dinner on January 22. They will coordinate the Secondhand Santa Sale but will be requesting
help from all the Boards with the event on Dec. 5, 2020. Racheal committed the Missions & Outreach Board to step up as co-coordinators, since
the income goes to Christmas Cheer.
Women’s Fellowship continues their study of the Ten Commandments. Soaring High Book Club meets monthly on the 4th Monday evening.
Pastor Sharon’s written report listed her work with Youth and Children’s activities, assistance with various Christmas
Services, participation on ECC committees and local ministers’ groups. During the annual youth ski retreat, 21 Youth and
5 adults will represent ECC!
Pastor Randy reported that average attendance at Sunday Worship was up over 150 in 2019. He welcomed Ted Henson
as Moderator and Whitney Gregory as Moderator-Elect. He is excited about opportunities for ministry in our community.
Organizing Documents will be examined this year by a Council Subcommittee. Specifically, the specified membership of
Church Council will be reviewed. Also, some standing committees may be restructured.
Calendar – Council will decide next month when to meet in April – to avoid meeting for Church Night on Easter
Sunday.
By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
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The Active Aging Spring Calendar of Events has just been released. Three events have been scheduled covering February, March and
May. In each case, we will carpool since securing a van has become very difficult. You may sign up for these trips by filling out the insert in the
bulletin when it appears or by calling the Church Office and asking to be put on the appropriate list. In each case, please let us know if you
would be able to drive if needed. All three events have free admission so the only expense will be the lunch. If you have questions please contact Ted Henson, Patty Welborn or Howard Welborn
February 19, Wednesday
5:30 pm—Dinner at the Mediterranean Deli
7:30 pm—Concert by the National Symphony
Orchestra of Ukraine at Elon University

March 20, Friday
11:00am—View Smithsonian Traveling Exhibit,
American Democracy, at the Greensboro Historical Museum
1:15 pm—Lunch at Lucky 32 in Greensboro

May 8, Friday
11:15 am—Guilford Courthouse National Military Park – view film “Another Such Victory” and riding tour of the park
1:15 pm—Lunch at Village Tavern in Greensboro

Valentine Babysitting Option Available
Trustworthy Babysitting Service will hold a Valentine’s Day Babysitting Drop-Off Event at Elon Community
Church from 5-10 pm. The cost is $15 per hour for newborn children up to 11-year-olds. Contact Priscilla Cotton at
336-417-1329 to register. Must be registered by Thursday, February 13. Games, crafts and snacks will be provided!

KICK Peace
Windsocks
Winter Youth
Retreat
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Free Fitness Classes

Monday—HIIT
Tuesday—POUND
Wednesday—QIGONG
All classes held at 5:15 pm in the
Community Life Center.

Chat and Chow will meet next at Mosca’s
Italian Restaurant off S. Church Street in Burlington
on Friday, February 21 at 5:30 pm. Please sign up
on the bulletin insert or let the church office know
if you plan to attend. If you make a reservation
and find you cannot attend, please let the church
office know.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees
on each
donation if paid
with a credit card.
Debit cards and
checking accounts
are
encouraged!

Sandy Griffin

2/1

Sonny Jessup

2/1

Linda Dunn

2/2

Grace Foley

2/2

Mary Abrahamson

2/3

Jane Alexander

2/4

Fabian Lujan

2/5

Samantha Pinnix

2/9

Karen Drummond

2/9

Altar Flowers: Margaret McTaggart,
Dan and Sue Kuhn
Greeters: Margaret McTaggart,
Dan and Sue Kuhn
Ushers: Gayle Pollard, Bob Martin,
Gus Giannola, John Henderson
Acolyte: Joe Tang
Liturgist: Sam Fowler
Parking Lot Greeter: Chris Gregory
Deacon on Call: Manda Stiegel
Communion Deacons: Sam Fowler,
Manda Stiegel, Grace Jones, Bev Orwig

Don Gerhardt

2/9

February 9, 2020—Scout Sunday

Esther Kernodle

2/10

Sara Likness

2/11

Suzanne Lucier

2/12

Ron Ingalls

2/13

Christina Hrinko

2/13

Altar Flowers: Millard and Tanya Gold
Greeters: Millard and Tanya Gold
Ushers: Tom Powell, William Fisher,
Jacob Mauney, Judy Mauney
Acolyte: Whitman Stiegel
Liturgist: Scout Sunday
Parking Lot Greeter: Russ Martin
Deacon on Call: Gary Weerts

Michelle Abelson

2/14

February 16, 2020

Sam Huffman

2/15

Chris Burr

2/16

Lincoln Ramsey

2/17

Owen Gold

2/19

Bill Davis

2/19

Altar Flowers: Jean Toms
Greeters: Zo Tanczo
Ushers: Millard Gold, Peyton Lewis,
George Spivey, Ralph Waller
Acolyte: Will Stimpson
Liturgist: Carole Troxler
Parking Lot Greeter: Gus Giannola
Deacon on Call: Grace Jones

Matthew Stimpson

2/19

February 23, 2020

Hilda Hughes

2/20

Carole Troxler

2/22

Bea Bateman

2/22

Mimi Healy

2/27

Harper Martin

2/29

February 2, 2020

Altar Flowers: Muriel Sherman
Greeters: Muriel Sherman
Ushers: Loudelle King, Hugh Comfort,
Carol Comfort
Acolyte: Abby Clifton
Liturgist: Mary Jane Ferrell
Parking Lot Greeter: Charlie Merical
Deacon on Call: Connie Martin

Mailed: 1/30/2020

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eccucc@att.net

Torch Articles

Please note that all submissions
are due by the 19th for the
upcoming month. Because of limited
space, articles may be edited, saved for
future issues, or omitted. Thank you for
your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail eccucc@att.net
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