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Grace & Peace
from the Pastor's Desk

“If it is possible, so far as it
depends on you, live
peaceably with all.
Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room
for the wrath of God; for it
is written, ‘Vengeance is
mine, | will repay, says the

Lord.””

Romans 12:18-19

This month will be the 20*" anniversary of 9/11, the day
terrorists attacked the United States, a day that will never be
forgotten. | think each one of us who lived then know exactly
where we were and what we were doing when we heard the
news. Almost 3000 people were killed and 6,000 more were
injured. Why? Because 19 hijackers had political and religious
beliefs that God wanted them to punish the United States for
their alleged sins. These hijackers were not pure Muslims, their
beliefs had been twisted beyond anything that could be called
Islamic. They bought into lies.

The brutality of 9/11 shocked Americans, partly because they
didn’t realize that religious fanatics in other parts of the world
can be so brutal. It makes us wonder how people can be drawn
into such radical beliefs. We, as Christians, need to ask ourselves
if there is anything in scriptures that we can do to reduce
terrorism. And we need to honestly ask ourselves if we accept
terrorism in justifiable circumstances.

The truth of Christianity is not a doctrine or dogma, rather, it is
a person, Christ Jesus.

We have doctrine to guide us, to make sense of God’s
interaction with humanity and how we experience this
interaction. These are subject to updates and changes.

Saul, who became Paul, is an example of this. He terrorized
Christ followers with a message of anger and revenge. After his
conversion experience on the road to Damascus, his writing
changed. He confessed his zeal was a mistake and he guided
persons to become Christ followers.

As Christians we believe that all people carry the image of God
within them therefore everyone must be respected and loved.
(That doesn’t mean liked.) Remember the old Sunday school
song, “Red and yellow, black, and white, they are precious in his
sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world.”? It’s still true.

If you'd like to talk to me about anything I’'m usually in the
office Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. The number
there is 814-833-4062. You can call or just drop in. | can also be
reached on my cell phone 724-557-2386. Please leave a message
if | don’t answer.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Karen



Christian Education ~ Sharing the Good News ~

RALLY DAY
T
N

START OFF A NEW YEAR
N

Sept. 11, 2022

Hope you can make it!
Mark your calendar now & plan to be with us.
It's God's Work, Our Hands Sunday and Mrs. Byrne

has something planned along with a craft project for all
CHRISTIAN ED MEETING: ) ,
SEPTEMBER 7™: 7 P.M. who are interested, so should be fun and meaningful.

We will also have our Church Picnic that day.

i- Pastor Karen or an alternate will once

E again be offering Adult Sunday School at
E 10:30 in the lounge to discuss the

| Lessons & Gospel readings from service
E This will start on Sept. 18th

i_ Join us for a lively discussion.

CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE AND
REQUIREMENTS FOR CONFIRMATION ON
PALM SUNDAY 2023:

Attend class 157 & 3% Sundays of the month
from 10:30-11:30 for ages 13 or older and
one Sunday a month, minimum, church worship
attendance with a bulletin signed by Pastor
Karen.




Worship & Music  The Worship & Music committee has been meeting
in the N regularly and will next meet on Nov. 2nd at 6:30 p.m.
In The INews.... The 1:00 p.m. timeframe didn't work for some, so
here is an opportunity for an evening meeting.
All are welcome to join this committee.

Choir practice

resumes - 9/15/22
@ 7:15 pm SAVE THE DATE

Sept. 11, 2022
Outside worship
followed by the Church
Picnic.
We will also be recognizing our

You can find Pastor Karen’s
latest sermons in print on
our webpage here
http://www.ilc-erie.org/worship-.html

and the video is posted to our
Facebook page

COFFEE HOUR local Police and Firefighters as
1" SUNDAY OF our special invited guests.
EVERY MONTH.
It will be in the lounge Something else coming up in our worship life is our
after church service. Annual Quilt Blessing service on September 25™.
The Eckmans will be '
hosting.

o U < q .
- f_;‘,‘ [ 8 Picture fo the left is our
— --‘ 100™ AV «Va
L quilt this  “ga’zTEs
yearlll ‘:':"

Please join us for
worship each Sunday at
9:30 a.m. either indoors,

or in our drive-in

services.

~ With some of our quilters----

Seated: Janice Kreger

. Standing |-r Debbie Redditt, Donna
Dorler, Mary Hauser and Cindy Eckman
Thanks for sharing your time & talents!
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AHA FAMILY & FRIENDS CPR CLASS
Saturday, September 17, 9 am to noon
Fellowship Hall, Messiah Lutheran Church

Taught by AHA certified instructor Susan Majewski, this course
includes adult hands-only CPR, adult CPR with breaths, child CPR with
breaths, adult and child AED use, infant CPR, and mild and severe
airway block for adults, children and infants. Cost is $15/student,
payable to the instructor, and includes a book and card verifying class
participation. (It is not intended as BLS certification for health care
providers.) This course is video-led and includes skills practice on a
training manikin. There is room in the fellowship hall for social
distancing, masks are optional. Call Jean Parker at 814-528-5817 for
guestions. You can register on a signup sheet in the narthex or by
calling the church office at 814-899-6386.

W' g0ing to have a party n e pafk!

October 15, 2022
2-5p.m.
Lakewood Park

The churches in the area (Wayside Presbyterian, Flightpath, and a few
others) have decided to host a party for the people in the community.
It will be a time when everyone can get together, meet one another,
form friendships, and have fun!

The way we’re hoping to do this is to have tables where the
churches have information available, hand out goodies, and just be
friendly. The area non-profit organizations will be invited to have a
table to do the same thing. We'll have music provided by the churches’
musicians, choir, praise bands. There will be areas to highlight any
ministries done by the churches. There will be food trucks, and maybe
even a fire truck.

Volunteers are needed! Anyone who wants to help with this please
come to the meeting 6:30 p.m. Sept. 6th at Immanuel.




FALL RETREAT COME AND WORSHIP AND RELAX IN BEAUTIFUL LUDLOW, PA THIS FALL

An October trip to Olmsted Manor Retreat Center located on Route 6 in Ludlow, PA is in
the planning stages. Come enjoy the splendor of Autumn in the Allegheny National Forest
and the beauty of a Tudor mansion built in 1917, yet with all the modern amenities one
could want. Check in is at 3 p.m. on Friday and check out from your room at 10 a.m., but
you are welcome to stay and enjoy the center & grounds until 1. We will be celebrating
the Holden Evening Prayer service at the manor and spending the night on Friday, October
28, 2022. Saturday morning, we will have a brief worship time. The Rev. Doug Dyson from
the Synod office will be joining us to speak about how Immanuel can be present in the

community. Our meals will be fixed in the Manor kitchen. Lots of time on your own to just relax and enjoy.
There are 4 double rooms available, each with their own bathroom, 2 double rooms and a single room with a shared
bath. Price for double occupancy is $30.00 per person, $40.00 for a single person.

Get in touch W|th Pastor Karen if you are interested. Check out their website olmstedmanor.org for pictures.

Name(s) of Persons Attending

. W OLMSTEAD MANOR FALL RETREAT — HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER
17 East Main St. - Ludlow, PA 16333
Overnight Retreat Friday October 28, 2022 Check-in time after 3 p.m.
Check-out time (waiting for response from Olmsted)
https://visitanf.com/olmsted-manor-retreat-center/
Bedrooms are all located upstairs, no elevator

NOTE: There is a “No Alcohol” policy enforced at the retreat center.
Shared Room $30.00/person or Single Room $40.00/person

Room preference and any roommate preference

Emergency Contact
Name

Phone

Food Allergies/Sensitivities/

Please give completed form to Pastor Karen, make checks payable to Olmsted Manor, payment preferred at time of
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*Sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board for OCTOBER*

WORSHIP
WITH US

SEASON OF CREATION

Each year from September 1
to October 4, the Christian
family unites for this
worldwide celebration of
prayer and action to protect
our common home...

Lutheran World Federation

Immanuel Worship Calendar

SEPTEMBER 2022 Worship Calendar for Immanuel Lutheran, Erie PA

Date Presider Assistant Lector

9/4/22

9:30 AM | Kostur Bob Dorler

Bob Dorler

9/11/22

OUTDOOR
SERVICE

RALLY DAY
ANNUAL CHURCH
PICNIC

GOD’S WORK,
OUR HANDS

9:30 AM

Anita Byrne Brody Bonsell

Kostur

9/18/22

9:30 AM | Kostur Barb Coughlin

9/25/22
QUILT BLESSING | Kostur

9:30 AM

Cindy Geddes Cindy Geddes

Altar Guild: D.Madurski/C.Feiler Counters: C.Geddes/B. Coughlin
Ushers: Ushers as assigned by B. Dorler
If you are unable to fulfill your commitment — please find an alternate & notify the
church office.

SEASON OF CREATION

As followers of Christ from around the globe, we share a common call to care
for creation. We are co-creatures, and part of all that God has made. Our
wellbeing is interwoven with the wellbeing of the Earth. We rejoice in this
opportunity to safeguard our common home and all beings who share it. This
year, the theme for the season is Listen to the Voice of Creation. The Season
“Celebration” begins on 1 September, the World Day of Prayer for the Care of
Creation, and ends on 4 October, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron
saint of ecology beloved by many Christian denominations. This year we will
unite around the theme, “Listen to the Voice of Creation.” The Psalmist
declares, “The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament
proclaims God’s handiwork. Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night
declares knowledge... their voice is not heard; yet their voice goes out through
all the Earth, and their words to the end of the world.” (19: 1-4) During the
Season of Creation, our common prayer and action can help us listen for the
voices of those who are silenced. In prayer we lament the individuals,
communities, species, and ecosystems who are lost, and those whose
livelihoods are threatened by habitat loss and climate change. In prayer we
center the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor. May this 2022 Season of
Creation renew our ecumenical unity, renewing and uniting us by our bond of
Peace in one Spirit, in our call to care for our common home. And may this
season of prayer and action be a time to Listen to the Voice of Creation, so that
our lives in words and deeds proclaim good news for all the Earth.




FAITH

IN

ACTION

FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH & GROWTH NEWS

The Annual Church Picnic will once again be held after

Picame
@ R atoe) @ The date chosen is Sept. 11*".
All the food and drink will be

provided.
Please plan to come early to help

Sunday outside

worship services.

Feel free to bring your own table service to save on disposables

Help us also welcome & thank our special guests
~ our local Police & Firefighters~

Calling all gardeners!
If you have extra
produce please
consider donating to
the little pantry.
Please continue to
support our Little Free
Pantry with food and
non-perishable items.
Thank you for your
donations.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES UPDATE
Here is an update on the school supplies donated thus far. We
have many notebooks and folders, highlighters, erasers, dry
erase markers, cleaning wipes, hand sanitizer, tissues, markers,
pencils, crayons, glue sticks and colored pencils. Items will be
donated to Harding Elementary and our member Alli Lee, who
teaches at Fairview.




FAITH

IN

]
| |
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The Immanuel quilters have been hard at work making quilts
once again this year. The annual Quilt Blessing service will
take place on September 25" and the Quilt & Personal Care
Kit Collection for our area will take place Oct. 3-5t" from 9:00-
12:00 at the church. Packages are gathered for transport
from various churches and once again taken by the Eckman’s
to the next staging location. We are very thankful to offer
this to our local churches and our prayers go with Cindy &
Dave in this transport effort.

The quilters meet each Monday morning at the church at
9:30 a.m. and all are welcome to participate.

e e e i e e

When cleaning out your closets — keep this ministry in mind.

Please donate used sheets — not torn significantly - we cut I
linto squares so a few imperfections are fine; flat sheets are I
I best for backings. We can also use twin, full, queen, king and I
I fitted and of course unused & unwanted sewing material — I
I ho silk, satin or jersey knit — we prefer cotton/cotton blend. |



If you are sick or in the
hospital, please notify the
church office and if you'd
like home communion or a
copy of our newsletter ~
please let us know in the

office.

W

Lord,

As the new school year begins, we pray for the
children, the teenagers, and the adults who are
returning to a school schedule. We ask that you protect
them from violence and give them the energy they need
to accomplish their daily tasks. We pray for the
students to have wisdom to not only learn well, but to
make wise choices with their time and their activities.
We pray the teachers are ones who want the best for
the students, and that they are kept safe as well. We
ask that they find inspiration from you. We pray for
the class room aids, the cafeteria workers, the
custodial staff, the administration and for the bus
drivers that all will have the best interest of the
students in mind and will themselves be safe from
harm. May each of these people experience this year as
the best one yet.

In the name of the Triune God, Amen.

Please remember the members of Immanuel who are "shut in,” or
having some health challenges and cannot make it to service, you
may want to offer them a ride, give them a friendly call, send them
a card. The current Shut-In Mailing List is available in the office or

the church directory.

KEEP IN PRAYER: Denise Arnold’s Mom Lucie Arndt as well as brother-
in-law Pastor Huhn & his wife Lana; Pam Anthony Lakewood VBS Coord.;
John & Tim Botwright & their families; the Feiler & Lee families; Cindy
Geddes’ family friend Deedee; Christin; Jim & Lorraine Hornaman; Kyle
Husted; Carol & Gordon Ketchel & son, Kyle; Pastor Karen’s cousin,
Marilyn and Pastor’s friend Pat; Jim Kuntz; Leslie; Patrick Lewis—friend
of S. Kocur; Bishop Michael Lozano; Friend of Debbie Redditt — Nathan
in remission; Carole Rickrode, Sharon Roemer, all of our members who
are grieving; who are in nursing homes, who are serving on the “front
line” during the COVID pandemic or who are ill at home. We pray for
those in the military: Scott Case- Navy, (C. Geddes nephew) &
Christopher Peterson — Navy (Grandson of the late Agnes & Chuck
Peterson).

COMMUNITY MEMBER UPDATES:

Bob Cooper has moved to Niagara Village. He has been busy
with the move and thankful for his daughter, Barb Zimmer’s
help. He will be returning to worship at Immanuel soon but in
the meantime, here is his new address:

Robert Cooper, 2380 Village Common Dr., Erie, PA 16506




Green Corner nwra Synod Green Team

-

2022 "GOD’'S WORK. OUR GREEN HANDS.”

ELCA's “God"s Work. Our Hands."” witness is scheduled for September 11, 2022 or any other day this fall that works
well for congregations. The NWPA Synod Green Team encourages congregations and individuals to consider
getting your hands “green” by taking actions that demonstrate care for God's creation. Following are some
suggestions. You and your congregation may know of other local needs that could be addressed. Please consider
including a GREEN activity in your congregation’s “God’s Work. Our Hands.” day of activities.

* Stream cleanup - Keep American Beautiful - htips://www . keeppabeautiful.org/programs/pick-up-pa/
International Coastal Cleanup in September. Litter abounds along many waterways it's a great opportunity
to take action.

Erie County cleanup events will be held on Wednesday, September 17™ They make it easy to join in.
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/keep-erie-
county-beautiful/international-coastal-cleanup/. The central organizer for Erie County is Lynn Armel,

Sustainability Coordinator, Erie County Department of Planning & Community Development, Phone:
§14.451.7326, Email: larmel@eriecountypa.gov.

Annual French Creek Watershed Clean-Up will be held Saturday, September 10th, at the Cambridge
Springs Fairgrounds, removing trash from the French Creek watershed. To register visit their website
www.frenchereekconservancy.org, Joshua Lewis, French Creek Valley Conservancy, 61485 Snow Alley
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403, Emazil: josh@frenchcreekconservancy.org, Phone: (814) 337-4321

Roadside litter pickup — Roadways are also magnets for trash. You can select your own, but one must be
careful to observe traffic and health hazards. All of that can be addressed by contacting your county’s Adopt
A Highway coordinator from PennDOT, found here: https://www.penndot.pa.gov/about-
us/RoadsideBeautification/Documents/AAH%20Contacts. pdf

* ELCA’s Season of Creation - Observe the Season of Creation, September 1% — October 4"‘, with the various
suggestions, including worship resources, available here: hitps://seasonofcreation.org/resources/

*  Organize a letter writing/email/phone campaign to state and national leaders to show your support for

legislation and funding that reflects creation care. Regardless of the position your elected official may have
taken in the past, it doesn’t hurt to let them know that you support creation care. Within Pennsylvania, ELCA
has an advocacy office in Harrisburg, Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania (LAMPa), that makes our
concerns known. LAMPa's work helped achieve 2022-23 state budget including increases in creation care
spending, as detailed here: https://www.lutheranadvocacypa.org/creation-care-education-and-housing-get-
boost-in-state-budget/

+*  Plant native trees, shrubs, flowers and grasses on properties owned by your congregation, members or get
permission for plantings on public properties. Suggested native species are provided by Pennsylvania
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR):
https://www.denr.pa.gov/Conservation/WildPlants/l andscapingwithNativePlants /Pages/default.aspx?eTyp
e=EmailBlastContent&eld=d47bcd0f-c332-48e8-a1db-fa8214457573 Pennsylvania Interfaith Power &
Light (PA IPL), in partnership with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF), is offering FREE native trees and
shrubs for planting this fall as part of CBF's Keystone 10 million trees partnership program across the state of
Pennsylvania. For more information contact Greg Williams at PA IPL info@paipl.org.

* NWPA Synod Green Team "Green Corner” — Keep up to date with the Green Team on the Synod's website:
https://www.northwesternpasynodelca.org/nwpa-green-team.htm| All issues of the “Green Corner” can be
found here: https://'www.northwesternpasynodelca.org/the-green-corner.html




Celebrations
of Life and

Love

ALTAR FLOWERS AND
SANCTUARY CANDLE SIGN-UP
WE ARE ONCE AGAIN POSTING
OUR  ALTAR FLOWER AND
SANCTUARY CANDLE SIGN-UP
SHEETS IF YOU WOULD CARE TO
SPONSOR EITHER OR BOTH IN
HONOR OR IN MEMORY OF
SOMEONE -- IT WILL BE NOTED IN

OUR WORSHIP BULLETIN.

PLEASE NOTE THAT CATHY’S
FLOWER SHOPPE, WHO HAS BEEN
PROVIDING THE FLOWERS FOR US
FOR MANY YEARS HAS HAD TO
INCREASE PRICES SO FLOWERS
WILL BE $36/WK — SANCTUARY
CANDLE REMAINS AT $5/WK - SO
WHEN PAYMENT IS MADE, PLEASE
INCLUDE THIS NEW AMOUNT IN
YOUR PAYMENT STARTING IN
JUNE.

YOU ARE ALSO WELCOME TO
BRING IN YOUR OWN
PLANTS/FLOWERS FROM YOUR
GARDEN, ETC.

/o

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

September 3
5

11

13

15

17

28

29

Kelly Hunter

Madison Penpek

Airi Suokas, Claudia Skerlong
Elizabeth Cool

Tom Stewart/Summer Feiler
Matthew Moore

Denise Arnold

Sue Pfeiffer

Everyone loves a birthday card! Please remember a

member!!

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

September 2 Char & Dick Feiler

22 Michael & Brittany Redditt

Congratulations to those celebrating!!!
Did I forget you? Please e-mail me or call me with your birthdays,
anniversaries or a special day you would like us to share.

immluthch@verizon.net

FAITH AND FAMILY NIGHT AT THE SEAWOLVES GAME —9/9/22

presented by Bonnell's Auto Group on Friday, September 9" at
6:05p. Church groups can purchase an Upper Box seat ticket for
Faith and Family Night for just $8, or a ticket plus a meal voucher
(Smith’s hot dog, Lay’s Chips, & a Pepsi fountain drink) for $15!
Gates will open at 5:00pm and there will be a Fireworks show
after the game presented by Zambelli.

Upper Box seats are handicap accessible via elevator and
lower box accommodation is available if needed!. We have our
choice of 15t base or 3" base side for our block of tickets. Please
sign up, with ticket gty. & choice so we can share a head count.
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Stor

provide a way for people from
different backgrounds to come
together to learn from each other
and to explore cultural similarities
and differences.

-~

is a tool for not only enhancing

B ased on intercultural competencies
U N E S C O davolopmont but a‘ l.llﬁ %
Model o

Community development (One Table) - diverse commus hy'eitqu (of \

different ages, gender, religions, socio-economic '_ ~~ rounds, etc.) come S | /
together to share their stories so as to m ds and Iwild Nlathmhnps S —
across generations, religions, and socio-econo bmnds.

Cathedral of St. Paul | 134 W 7th St Erie, Pa 16501 | www.cathedralofstpaul.org ‘



2022 Season of Creation Prayer
SEASON OF CREATION Sept 1 — Oct. 4th

From Lutheran World Federation

Creator of All...

From your communion of love your Word went forth to create a symphony
of life that sings your praise.

By your Holy Wisdom you made the Earth to bring forth a diversity of
creatures who praise you in their being. Day after day they pour forth
speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.

You called human beings to till and keep your garden. You placed us into
right relationships with each creature so that we could listen to their voices,
and learn how to safeguard the conditions for life. But we turn in on
ourselves and away from our co-creatures.

We close our ears to the counsel of our fellow creatures. We fail to listen to
the cries of the poor and the needs of the most vulnerable. We silence the
voices of those who hold the traditions that teach us to care for the Earth.
We close our ears to your creative, reconciling and sustaining Word that

calls to us through the Scriptures.

We lament the loss of our fellow species and their habitats that will never
speak again. We grieve the loss of human cultures, along with the lives and
livelihoods that have been displaced or perished.

Creation cries out as forests crackle, and animals alike flee the fires of
injustice that we have lit by our unwillingness to listen.

In this Season of Creation, we pray that you would call to us, as from the
burning bush, with the sustaining fire of your Spirit. Breathe upon us.
Open our ears and move our hearts. Turn us from our inward gaze. Teach
us to contemplate your creation, and listen for the voice of each creature
declaring your glory. For “faith comes from hearing.”

Give us hearts to listen for the good news of your promise to renew the
face of the Earth. Enlighten us with the grace to follow the Way of Christ as
we learn to walk lightly upon this holy ground. Fill us with the hope to
quench the fires of injustice with the light of your healing love that sustains
our common home. In the name of the One who came to proclaim good
news to all creation, Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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God'’s Work, Our Hands — What is God asking of you this year?




