March 2019

CITY OF TACOMA

NEIGHBORHOOD
C O U N C I L

N E W S L E T T E R
P.6

P.5
COFFEE WITH
THE MAYOR

CARMEN PARRA
NOMINATED
FOR THE CENTER
FOR QUALITY
COMMUNITIES
SCHOLARSHIP
Each of Washington’s 281 cities an nominate one student a year to be considered
for this scholarship opportunity. Decisions
by the Center for Quality Communities will

Mayor Woodards speaking at the State of the City at the
University of Puget Sound

be made by mid-May.

P.2

ANNUAL AMENDMENTS OPEN
HOUSE
The City of Tacoma’s Planning staff is conducting open houses in support of the 2019 Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan. The open
houses that were postponed in February due to

inclement weather have been rescheduled.
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ONE TACOMA ANNUAL AMENDMENTS RESCHEDULED
The City of Tacoma’s Planning

fy issues to consider during the

Council District 3 Open House

staff is conducting open houses

review process. A primary focus

Wednesday, March 13, from 6 - 8

in support of the 2019 Amend-

of these discussions will be the

PM.

ments to the One Tacoma:

Future Land Use Implementa-

Asia Pacific Cultural Center (4851 S.

Comprehensive Plan and Land

tion project and potential area-

Tacoma Way)

Use regulations. The open

wide rezones.

Kicking things off will be Council Mem-

houses that were postponed in

ber Keith Blocker. This meeting will

February due to inclement

Light refreshments will be pro-

focus on the following areas: 6th Ave-

weather have been resched-

vided at this event and families

nue, and South 12th Street.

uled.

are welcome. For more infor-

These open houses are an op-

mation and to review the pro-

Council District 2 Open House

portunity for community mem-

posed amendments, vis-

Monday, March 18, from 6 - 8 PM.

bers to learn about the chang-

it cityoftacoma.org/2019Amend

Stadium High School (111 N. E St.)

es that are proposed, about

ments or contact Principal Plan-

Kicking things off will be Council Mem-

how the review process works

ner Stephen Atkinson

ber Robert Thoms. This meeting will

and how to get involved. Partic-

at satkinson@cityoftacoma.org

focus on the following areas: Norpoint

ipants can also help staff identi-

or call (253) 591-5531.

Way Northeast, and Stadium.
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Community members who are unable to attend

EAST 11TH STREET
BRIDGE CORRIDOR
STUDY OPEN HOUSE
MARCH 14

are encouraged to take the 11th Street Corridor

The City of Tacoma is holding an open house re-

Study Survey to share their thoughts. The survey

garding the East 11th Street Bridge corridor span-

can be found at https://survey.participate.online/

ning the Puyallup River through the Port of Taco-

s3/East-11th-Street-Corridor-Study.

ma area. The event will take place on Thursday,

Aerial Photo of 11th street bridge

ONLINE SURVEY

March 14, from 4 – 6 PM at the Center for Urban
For more information, vis-

Waters (326 E. D St.).

it cityoftacoma.org/11thStreetBridge or contact
Project Manager Dan Soderlind

The City is studying options for the East 11th

at dsoderli@cityoftacoma.org or (253) 591-

Street Bridge corridor and will review alternatives

5263.

for replacement or rehabilitation of the bridge and
viaduct. The bridge and attached viaduct have
been closed to all uses since July 2014, due to
structural deficiencies.
Open house attendees can ask questions of the

project team and share comments on alternatives.
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MAYOR WOODARDS
ANNOUNCES COFFEE
WITH THE MAYOR
EVENTS

EVENT DATES

During her State of the City address yesterday evening, Tacoma Mayor Victoria Woodards announced
the launch of a new “Coffee With the Mayor” event
series in support of the City’s ongoing efforts to engage, and connect with, community members.
“Tacoma, along with the region that surrounds us, is
changing rapidly,” said Mayor Woodards.
“Connecting directly with our residents and businesses has always provided me with the level of perspective I need to make better policy decisions, and I
look forward to implementing this new tool.”

Wednesday, June 5
10 - 11 a.m., Bella Latte (6450 Tacoma
Mall Blvd.)

The events will take place every month, and have
been scheduled through the end of 2019. Events have
been scheduled in each Council district, and offered
at a variety of different days and times to allow for
broader participation:

Monday, Oct. 21
6 - 7 p.m., Starbucks (3737 S. G St.)

Saturday, April 13
10 - 11 a.m., Red Elm Cafe (1114 Martin
Luther King Jr. Way)

Friday, May 17
8 - 9 a.m., Location TBD (Downtown Tacoma)

Thursday, July 18
5 – 6 p.m., Bertolino’s (2421 S. Union Ave.)
Friday, Aug. 16
9 - 10 a.m., Old Town Tacoma Anthem
Coffee (2312 N. 30th St.)
Saturday, Sept. 14
9 – 10 a.m., Location TBD (Northeast Tacoma)

Monday, Nov. 18
6 – 7 p.m., Location TBD
Thursday, Dec. 5
5 - 6 p.m., Antique Sandwich Co. (5102 N.
Pearl St.)
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TACOMA TO SPONSOR 15
COMMUNITY CLEANUPS
IN 2019
The 2019 Community Cleanup program will kick off on April 27,
and this year will include paper-shredding services at most locations as well as dumpsters and recycling stations. The full

schedule is available online at cityoftacoma.org/cleanup.
The program is a partnership between the City and neighborhood groups for one cleanup day per calendar year. The cleanup day provides an opportunity for residential
customers, who live in single-family homes or duplexes, to clean their properties and save a trip to the Tacoma Recovery & Transfer Center. The program relies on volunteers from neighborhood groups, and in 2018,
more than 400 volunteers made the cleanup program successful removing close to 900 tons of unwanted
items from neighborhoods across Tacoma.
For more information contact Neighborhood and Community Services at (253) 591-5693.

SCOOTER PERMIT EXTENDED
The permit for Lime Bike to operate in Tacoma has been extended through Sept. 30, 2019, but the permit will not include electric assist bicycles. Lime has determined that utilization is not high enough. Lime is currently removing electric
assist bicycles from City streets and will continue to operate
500 scooters within the city through September. Bird’s permit
expires on Feb. 11, 2019 and if they are interested in renewing the permit, the City will extend it through September as
well.
Issues with the scooters can be directed to the respective
companies.
Bird (black scooters), Email: hello@bird.co, Call: 1-866-205-2442
Lime (green scooters and bikes), Email: support@limebike.com, Call: 1-888-LIME-345, Text: 1-888-546-3345
General comments for the City of Tacoma about the bike and scooter share permits can be directed

to bikeshare@cityoftacoma.org or 311.
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CARMEN PARRA
NOMINATED FOR
THE CENTER FOR
QUALITY
COMMUNITIES
SCHOLARSHIP
The Association of Cities of Washington’s
(AWC) Center for Quality Communities promotes municipal leadership development and
civic engagement. The Center’s goal is to help
citizens understand the important role their cities and towns play in Washington. The Center
believes in educating student leaders who care
about their communities. The Center for Quality
Communities Scholarship supports senior high
school students who are actively engaged with
their community and/or city government and
want to pursue post-secondary education. The
scholarship fund is supported by people who are passionate about cultivating Washington’s future local leaders.
Six $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to high school students who plan to pursue a post-secondary degree in
fall 2019. Washington’s 281 cities are each able to nominate one student, and this year the City of Tacoma has
nominated Carmen Parra of Wilson High School. She is recognized by her teachers for her academic acumen, willingness to address challenges head on, and her passion to advocate for her community. As a member of the

Mayor’s Youth Commission she is actively engaged in advocating for Tacoma’s youth and finding a way.
“Being a part of the Mayors Youth Commission and volunteering at Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital has shaped my
perspective of our community, and has sparked a commitment within me to be a voice that inspires change. Nothing feels better than representing and giving back to the community that welcomed me into the world, grew up with
me, and will eventually watch me walk across the stage during graduation this year.”
In writing the City’s letter of support Mayor Woodards had this to say; “Carmen is a prime example of the caliber of

the youth of Tacoma, one who is not content to wait for her City to change for her, but to jump in and change
the City now. I know she will go on to represent our City of Destiny well, and cannot recommend her enough

for this scholarship opportunity.”
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CURRENT OPENINGS
At this time there are no opens on boards and commissions,
but you can check back at https://www.cityoftacoma.org/
government/committees_boards_commissions/.
Applications are accepted year-round but there will be an
active recruitment once per quarter for open positions. The
next recruitment is currently scheduled for early to mid-April
for the following boards and commissions.


Public Utilities Board



Human Services Commission



City Events and Recognition Committee



Planning Commission

CITIZENS FORUM
MARCH 19
Located in the Council Chambers at
747 Market Street following the regular
agenda. Residents may speak to Council on any matters over which they have
jurisdiction.

CONTACT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL LIAISON WITH ANY
SUGESTIONS, FEEDBACK OR QUESTIONS
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE LIAISON

CONTACT INFO

Community Council

Allyson Griffith

agriffith@cityoftacoma.org or (253) 591-5119

Cross District Association

Shari Hart

shari.hart@cityoftacoma.org or (253) 591-5208

Central District and Eastside

Sam Benscoter (Central)
Hayley Falk (Eastside)

sbenscoter@cityoftacoma.org or (253) 591-5862
hfalk@cityoftacoma.org or (253) 591-5830

New Tacoma and South End

Bucoda Warren

bucoda.warren@cityoftacoma.org or (253) 5947925

North End and West Side

Will Suarez

will.suarez@cityoftacoma.org or (253) 591-5590

Northeast Tacoma and South
Tacoma

Lynda Foster

lfoster@cityoftacoma.org or (253) 591-5166
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