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Prerequisite: 
Students who take this course must have a 90 average or better in ALL honors level science and math courses. Students that do not meet these criteria are rarely successful in this course.  Students should have strong mathematical skills and a very high level of reading comprehension.  This course focuses on the deep understanding and application of complex biological principles.  While a good memory will be helpful, this course does NOT focus on memorization. 
Course Description:
Advanced Placement Biology is an academically rigorous course that surveys all topics in biology.  The major areas of study are broken into 4 big ideas:

1) The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life.

2) Biological systems utilize energy and molecular building blocks to grow, reproduce, and maintain homeostasis.

3) Living systems retrieve, transmit, and respond to information essential to life processes.

4) Biological systems interact, and these interactions possess complex properties.

Text:
Principles of Life, Hillis, Sadava, Heller and Price
Expectations:

This Advanced Placement Biology course is taught on the level of a first year college biology class.  The students will use a regular college textbook and laboratory equipment.  A cumulative exam, which is administered by the College Board, will be given in May.  The grade on the exam is used by many colleges to grant advanced placement and/or college credit in biology.  Students will also have the opportunity to earn 8 college credits from Adelphi University.  More information on this will follow.  To succeed in this course, students must be willing to work diligently.  Homework, lab work and class discussions are all essential activities that students are expected to complete.  Students will also be expected to review class notes daily.  Class discussions and lectures will also be common.  Current news in the area of biology (or science in general) will also be a large part of the course. 
Class Website:

Our class website can be found at www.bioprofessor.com.  I operate and maintain this website throughout the year.  This website is updated regularly and will contain a class calendar with due dates of upcoming assignments and assessments.  Downloads of all class forms, assignments and notes can also be found here.  You should bookmark this page and use it frequently.   
Evaluations:

Quarterly report card grades will reflect student accomplishment on exams, quizzes, homework and laboratory reports.
Exams: will occur approximately every 2 weeks, will consist of multiple choice questions and Advanced Placement Biology essay questions.  Exams for the quarter will be averaged and will be weighted as 45% of your class grade for each quarter.  Exam questions will not only evaluate factual knowledge, but also your ability to think, predict, and apply knowledge to new situations.  
Quizzes: will usually be announced in advance, but students should be prepared for unannounced quizzes on any of the testing days for science classes. All quizzes during a marking period will be averaged; they will count as 20% of your grade for the quarter.  
Lab: The class will include both short term and extended laboratory activities.  Some of these will be completed individually and some in pairs or small groups. All lab work will be “written up” and evaluated.  Laboratory work will start with teacher guided inquiry and finish with student driven inquiry.  You will be expected to use your knowledge of biological concepts to create your own experimental investigations.  Extended labs will be submitted as a group.  Labs will count as 25% of your class grade. 

Homework and Class work:  Homework assignments will be given frequently.  Each chapter will require the completion of concept review questions, as well as a workbook chapter that will accompany each unit.  You are expected to complete ALL assignments.  Lectures in this course revolve around material covered in the text as well as current information that is brought to class.  In general you are expected to have read the chapter material before you come to class.  In class we will discuss this material together along with any ancillary reading assignments.  You are responsible for all assigned materials.  The more input you bring to class the more you will get out of it.  Late homework assignments will be accepted on the next day only for ½ credit. 
Homework is designed to reinforce your knowledge of the concepts we are studying.  In an effort to cut down on the workload of those of you who are excelling on your own, I have implemented the following homework policy:
· Students receiving a 90 or better on the previous exam are exempt from all content review question homework.  
Free Response (essays): Since the AP exam contains free response questions it is imperative that you learn the proper way to answer them.  You will be given approximately 20 free response questions over the course of the year.  They will be graded according to AP guidelines.  They will count individually as homework assignments.  Collectively the grades will be added up and count as a major exam for the fourth quarter.

Final and Midterm Exam: A cumulative midterm exam will be given at the end of the second marking period. This exam will cover all material from the first semester and will count as 20% of your second quarter grade.  A Final exam will be given at the end of the year.  This exam will count as 20% of your final course grade.

Assignment Responsibilities: You will know well in advance of when assignments are due.  Most of your assignments will be submitted digitally using your Ipads.  It is YOUR job to plan accordingly.  Printer or computer breakdowns are NOT acceptable excuses for missing deadlines.  Notes from parents explaining computer, printer or electricity problems will NOT be accepted either.  
Attendance:

Everyone is expected in class and on time every day.  Illegal absences and instances of lateness will be handled according to school district policy.  If you are legally absent it is YOUR responsibility to find out what you have missed and makeup the work.  If you are absent on a quiz or test day you should be prepared to take it the NEXT day.  This policy will be strictly adhered to unless there are extenuating circumstances.
Academic Integrity:  Students are expected to follow all school district guidelines pertaining to academic integrity and plagiarism.  FRQ assignments and labs will be submitted using turnitin.com.  More information will follow.  
Teacher Availability:

Since there is a huge amount of information to learn in this course, we have to move fairly quickly in class in order to cover it all.  This will require you to devote much additional time for study.  If you still need extra help, do not hesitate to come and see your teacher!  I will be available on Monday and Wednesday afternoons, as well as Thursday mornings.  I will also be available during office hours, which will be announced during class.  Please do not wait until the end of a unit, when an exam is to be given the next day or so.  As soon as you feel confused or a bit lost come for extra help.

Supplies:

I Pad

Notebook

Review book

Calculator

Please submit one copy of this sheet to me and keep another copy in the front of your notebook or I Pad.

I have read and I understand these science class policies and procedures.

Pupil’s signature______________________________________________________Date_______________

Parent/Guardian signature_______________________________________________Date_______________

