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Dear Saramana
Compatriots,

Greta and I, Vic and Debbie McMurry, Steve and Jill Fields, and Chuck and Sharon Sweeney attended the
Spring FLSSAR BOM meeting in Orlando held May 13,14, &15. I am extremely proud that the chapter won
first place ribbons to be added to our chapter flag for both the Chapter Challenge and the Earl Marlin
Publicity contest. Hats off to Steve for his successful efforts on these two awards. For the Marlin award
the Chapter was presented a $200.00 check. Also Charles Riegle got two certificates and an oak leaf
cluster for Meritorious Service. Frank Holdaski received a certificate for his service. Chuck Barrett was
awarded the Silver Roger Sherman Medal. Debbie McMurry was awarded the Martha Washington Medal
for her work with the State Ladies Auxiliary.
At our regular meeting we inducted four new members. Vic’s cousins Roland, Robert and Conner Clemons
and Garrett Scott. The Chapter awarded a medal of appreciation to Debbie McMurry for helping in the
process of the Clemons approval. Any DAR member gets such medals for referring two new approved
members. We also learned about Florida in the American Revolution as presented by John Beale.

Next Luncheon Meeting
October 21, 2016
Sara Bay Country Club 11:30 AM

Upcoming 2016 Events

June 11 Flag Day Luncheon
Myakka Chapter DAR
th

Go to saramanasar.org for further details and
more scheduled events

This month in history: The summer of 1776
was a harrowing time for the British colonies in
America. Open warfare with the mother country
had erupted a year earlier and the future was
filled with political and military uncertainties. In
this tense climate, the Continental Congress
met in Philadelphia with the intention of voting
for independence from England. In anticipation
of this vote, the Congress selected a committee
to draft a declaration of independence. The
committee, composed of John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Robert R.
Livingston, and Roger Sherman, in turn
instructed Thomas Jefferson to write the
declaration. Jefferson began his work on June
11 and toiled in seclusion writing a number of
drafts. After presenting his final draft, the
committee further revised the document and
submitted it to the Continental Congress on
June 28. On July 2, the Continental Congress
voted for independence and refined its
Declaration of Independence before releasing it
to the public on July 4th.
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History in the Making
The Declaration of Independence stands with Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address as one of the noblest
of America's official documents. In 1822, John Adams wrote a letter to Timothy Pickering responding to
Pickering's questions about the writing of the Declaration of Independence. Adams' letters were
published in 1850:
"You inquire why so young a man as Mr. Jefferson was placed at the head of the committee for preparing
a Declaration of Independence? I answer: It was the Frankfort advice, to place Virginia at the head of
everything. Mr. Richard Henry Lee might be gone to Virginia, to his sick family, for aught I know, but
that was not the reason of Mr. Jefferson's appointment. There were three committees appointed at the
same time, one for the Declaration of Independence, another for preparing articles of confederation,
and another for preparing a treaty to be proposed to France. Mr. Lee was chosen for the Committee of
Confederation, and it was not thought convenient that the same person should be upon both. Mr.
Jefferson came into Congress in June, 1775, and brought with him a reputation for literature, science,
and a happy talent of composition. Writings of his were handed about, remarkable for the peculiar
felicity of expression. Though a silent member in Congress, he was so prompt, frank, explicit, and
decisive upon committees and in conversation - not even Samuel Adams was more so - that he soon
seized upon my heart; and upon this occasion I gave him my vote, and did all in my power to procure
the votes of others. I think he had one more vote than any other, and that placed him at the head of
the committee. I had the next highest number, and that placed me the second. The committee met,
discussed the subject, and then appointed Mr. Jefferson and me to make the draft, I suppose because
we were the two first on the list.
The subcommittee met. Jefferson proposed to me to make the draft. I said, 'I will not,' 'You should do
it.' 'Oh! no.' 'Why will you not? You ought to do it.' 'I will not.' 'Why?' 'Reasons enough.' 'What can be
your reasons?' 'Reason first, you are a Virginian, and a Virginian ought to appear at the head of this
business. Reason second, I am obnoxious, suspected, and unpopular. You are very much otherwise.
Reason third, you can write ten times better than I can.' 'Well,' said Jefferson, 'if you are decided, I will
do as well as I can.' 'Very well. When you have drawn it up, we will have a meeting.'

A meeting we accordingly had, and conned the paper over. I was delighted with its high tone and the
flights of oratory with which it abounded, especially that concerning Negro slavery, which, though I
knew his Southern brethren would never suffer to pass in Congress, I certainly never would oppose.
There were other expressions which I would not have inserted if I had drawn it up, particularly that
which called the King tyrant. I thought this too personal, for I never believed George to be a tyrant in
disposition and in nature; I always believed him to be deceived by his courtiers on both sides of the
Atlantic, and in his official capacity, only, cruel. I thought the expression too passionate, and too much
like scolding, for so grave and solemn a document; but as Franklin and Sherman were to inspect it
afterwards, I thought it would not become me to strike it out. I consented to report it, and do not now
remember that I made or suggested a single alteration.
We reported it to the committee of five. It was read, and I do not remember that Franklin or Sherman
criticized anything. We were all in haste. Congress was impatient, and the instrument was reported, as
I believe, in Jefferson's handwriting, as he first drew it. Congress cut off about a quarter of it, as I
expected they would; but they obliterated some of the best of it, and left all that was exceptionable, if
anything in it was. I have long wondered that the original draft had not been published. I suppose the
reason is the vehement philippic against Negro slavery.
As you justly observe, there is not an idea in it but what had been hackneyed in Congress for two years
before. The substance of it is contained in the declaration of rights and the violation of those rights in
the Journals of Congress in 1774. Indeed, the essence of it is contained in a pamphlet, voted and printed
by the town of Boston, before the first Congress met, composed by James Otis, as I suppose, in one of
his lucid intervals, and pruned and polished by Samuel Adams."
References:

Adams, John (Charles Francis Adams ed.), The Works of John Adams, vol II, The Diary (1850)
reprinted in Commager, H.S. and Nevins, A., The Heritage of America (1939); Maier Pauline, American
Scripture: Making the Declaration of Independence (1997). How To Cite This Article: "Writing the Declaration of
Independence, 1776," Eyewitness to History, www.eyewitnesstohistory.com (1999).

Saramana Chapter-Board of Governors (BOG) Minutes
I. Secretary: William W. Edgeworth
II. Meeting: 18 May 2016, Church of the Redeemer, Sarasota, FL.
III. Meeting Composition: (regular) (special) (BOG) (Chapter) meeting.
IV. Meeting Notice: 1. Published via Q&B; 2. Email; 3. Phone
V. Attendance/ Roll Call:
Elected Officers: 1. Dick Mahaffey (President); 2. Steve Fields (VP); 3. Bill Edgeworth
(Secretary); 4. Preston Adams (Treasurer); 5. Ken Aubrey (Registrar/Genealogist); 6. Charles
Riegle (Historian); 7. John Hartley (Chaplain); 8. Doug Erb (Sergeant-at-Arms).

Governors: 1. Harry Cruncleton (2017); 2. Terry Schaefer (2016); 3. Dan Kennedy (2016); 4. Ted
Hornback (2016); 5. Chuck Reeves (2017); 6. Tom Thompson (2016); 7. Buddy Turman (2017); 8.
Vacant (2017).
All other Past Presidents in attendance: (full voting rights; NOT required to attend, shall NOT
count toward quorum. Chuck Sweeney (41st); Harold Crapo (39th); John Williams (37th) and Vic
McMurry(42nd).
Members: None
Present Members: List Number by Category: EO ___7__G __3__
VI. Guests: NONE
VII. Induction of Governor: NONE
VIII. Quorum Requirement: BOG count necessary for a Quorum: 7 Actual Quorum Count 10.
IX. Board Action/Notes:
(1.) Call to order made at 1:30 PM followed by the Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance, SAR Pledge
and announcement of the presence of a quorum.
(2.) A motion to present the Programs, Projects and Tasks Report to the Board of Governors at the
beginning of this meeting for discussion having been made previously, and that motion seconded.
President Mahaffey opened the discussion with a time limit indicated. Vic McMurry said he
learned the FLSSAR will be initiating a similar review process limiting the number of committees
that have developed over the years. Dick Mahaffey said he will be sending FLSSAR a copy of our
Chapter’s PP&T Report prior to our membership approval. Steve Fields said that FLSSAR had
identified “place holder” positions within their committees and have had no reports for years. Terry
Schaefer applauded the PP&T committee members who have worked on this. And suggested a
similar committee do this every 1, 2, or 3 years. Harry Cruncleton said from his dual membership
with an Illinois Chapter he learns they are doing a similar process of reducing committees for the
same reasons. Buddy Turman said the report was deficient in that it failed to observe the impact of
“one person for one task” and did not take into consideration the administrative consequences that
arise. Bill Edgeworth said the Chapter may want to combine tasks from two or more committees
into one, thus reducing the number. Also for future committees, other than ad hoc, a sunset
provision be included to guarantee the automatic termination of the committee after 12, 24, or 36
months unless the BOG votes to renew it. Dick Mahaffey suggested there be a time requirement in
hours for each task in a committee. Steve Fields said the FLSSAR has a 5 year plan for all
committees and a review each year for renewal. That the FLSSAR is asking people to do one
thing/task in defining their roles. Ken Aubrey said a job description of each committee was needed
and that we talk to new members as soon as possible regarding committee assignments. Dick

Mahaffey added to this that we disclose approximate time involvement for each task and
committee. Doug Erb said his Sergeant-at-Arms committee came with no job description that one
was needed. Furthermore, he had no idea of the time commitment required. In addition, he said
that cross training with an assistant is necessary for certain tasks. Harold Crapo said there is a
need for ‘attitude’ by making two points 1.) There should be an annual minimal participation level
for each member. Which leads to the question “How do we establish this level?” then “How do we
measure this level?” 2.) Each member should call and invite 3 other members to sit with them at
the Chapter luncheon meetings; but do not force this. To encourage volunteerism, we have to show
members how the tasks are entertaining or “what’s in it for them”. Dick Mahaffey said this was his
experience, that he was recruited immediately. He agreed with Harold Crapo’s point that
involvement was needed if not at meetings then work at home or at parades. Buddy Turman
supports the concept of minimal volunteerism along with expectations as long as its not onerous.
Ken Aubrey restated that we need to start orientation early. Vic McMurry pointed out that with the
effort we have put in, candidates need to help. Terry Schaefer said we need to acquaint all
candidates with expectations and good orientation programs. Steve Fields said that expectations of
new applicants take ownership and make them feel connected and welcomed. Buddy Turman
motioned that the PP&T report be amended by deleting the last paragraph on page 1 to the top of
page 2. Steve Fields seconded the motion, there being no discussion the motion passed
unanimously. With no more discussion on the standing motion, the PP&T Report, as amended,
was adopted by unanimous vote.
(3.) Pulled Reports: The Webmaster Report was pulled from the consent agenda and webmaster
Vic McMurry reported that there are delays and the new Q&B will not be posted until the new
website is completed. The Minutes for the 12 April 2016 BOG meeting was pulled and a motion
by Steve Fields to delete the second sentence in the Presidents Report regarding the Florida
Attorney General’s Office. The motion was seconded by Preston Adams, there being no discussion
the motion passed unanimously to amend the minutes. Buddy Turman moved to approve the
amended minutes, this was seconded by Preston Adams. With no discussion, the amended minutes
were approved by unanimous vote.
(4.) Consent Agenda: A motion to adopt the Consent Agenda and Schedule with time allocations
indicated was made by Steve Fields and seconded by Terry Schaefer. Upon vote the motion passed
unanimously. Thereby approving the minutes of the Member Luncheon Meeting 14 April 2016.
Also, thereby accepting the reports of the Genealogist/Registrar, Historian, Chaplain, Sergeant-atArms and the following committees: Americanism & Chapter Challenge, Americanism
Community Affairs, Americanism History Teacher Award, Americanism Poster & Brochure
Contest, Student Good Citizenship, Audit/Budget, Auxiliary SAR Ladies, Award Nominations,
Children of the American Revolution/Daughters of the American Revolution Liaison, Color Guard
– Parades & upcoming Events, Eagle Scout Contest, Fires Safety and EMS Awards, Flag Awards,
George Washington Birthday Celebration, Giving Challenge, Habitat for Humanity, History Fairs,
JROTC Enhanced Program, JROTC Bronze Medal Awards, Knight Essay Contest, Law
Enforcement and Heroism Awards, Liberty Tree, Loyalty Sabbath, Luncheon Reservations,
Medals and Awards Inventory; New Members to be Inducted; Patriot Ancestor Biography,
Photographers, Programs, Publicity, Quill & Bugle, Rumbaugh Oration, Saramana Operating Trust
Fund, and Veterans Affairs Chairman: Sarasota County Veterans Commission, Manatee County
Veterans Council, Sarasota National Cemetery, Wreaths Across America, Veterans Recognition,
Webmaster (Pulled) and Yearbook.

(3.) Officer’s Reports: Treasurer’s Report: Preston Adams presented the financials showing
the Chapter’s checking account balance, revenues, and expenditures. The Chapter financials are
under budget for the year. That all required IRS reporting has been completed. There being no
irregularities or exceptions, Terry Scheafer motioned the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. Steve
Fields seconded the motion. There being no further discussion the report was accepted by majority
vote. Vice President: Steve Fields asked for volunteers for the nominating committee, pointing out
there will not be more than two meetings during the summer recess. He announced the topic for
Friday’s Chapter Lunch Meeting, ‘Florida During the Revolutionary War’. The speaker will
receive a coffee mug, certificate of appreciation in a presentation folder and a medal
commemorating the last naval battle in the Revolutionary War. Steve also announced that our
Chapter won first prize in the FLSSAR Earl Marland Publicity Contest and a check for $200 was
awarded to the Chapter. Steve Fields also announced that on 14 May 2016 he received a check for
$100 from Frank Curillo thanking the Chapter for our good deeds. President Mahaffey directed
the monies be placed in the Saramana Operating Trust Fund. Vic McMurry will write a thank you
letter to Mr. Curillo.
President’s Report: Dick Mahaffey announced that at Friday’s Chapter Lunch Meeting we will
have the Color Guard and the dress code is Class A. Four new candidates will be inducted.
FLSSAR awarded Charles Riegle a certificate that will be presented at the lunch meeting. Frank
Holdalski and Chuck Barrett also received certificate. Debby McMurry will presented the Martha
Washington Award from FLSSAR. Chuck Sweeney will present a military service certificate to
Craig Paige.
(4.) Unfinished/Old Business: None.
(5.) Announcements: Nothing of significance to report on the Genealogy Seminar held jointly
with the DAR. Sharon Spry was responsible for inviting 6 or 7 members from the DAR to our
lunch meeting.
(6.) New Business: President Mahaffey said at the annual FLSSAR conference he approached the
outgoing President to ask if our Chapter can handle youth awards to Hardee County students. He
gave his assent. Vic McMurry motioned the Saramana Chapter offer Hardee County students youth
awards. Steve Fields seconded the motion. After discussion the motioned passed on a vote with
one abstention. Terry Schaefer motioned that the BOG proceed to apply to FLSSAR to incorporate
Hardee County into our Chapter’s geographic area. Motion seconded by Harry Cruncleton. After
discussion the motion passed unanimously.
(7.) For the Good of the Order: - Ken Aubrey: He continues to have a problem finding
members to participate in public events. That he is working on getting back uniforms lent out from
a few members. Vic McMurry: Sent photos of the Enhanced JROTC award ceremony winner to
the Hardee County newspaper. The newspaper will send the Chapter a copy of the edition as soon
as it is published. Terry Schaefer: Have a happy summer. Dick Mahaffey: Spoke with Sandy Castle
(Bob’s widow) and will donate his uniform to the Chapter.
(8.) There being no further business, a motion to ADJOURN THE MEETING was made by Steve
Fields and seconded by Terry Schaefer. Upon vote the motion passed unanimously. The meeting
concluded with the SAR Recessional and a Benediction.
X. End time: 2:47 PM
Respectfully submitted, William Edgeworth, Secretary, 23 May 2016

Saramana Chapter – Member Meeting Minutes
I.

Secretary: William W. Edgeworth

II. Meeting: 20 May 2016, 11:59 AM, Sara Bay Country Club, Sarasota, FL
III. Meeting Composition: (regular) (special) (BOG) (Chapter) meeting.
IV. Meeting Notice: 1. Published via Q&B; 2. Email; 3. Phone.
V. Attendance/Roll Call:
Elected Officer: 1. Dick Mahaffey (President); 2. Steve Fields (VP); 3. Bill Edgeworth (Secretary);
4. Preston Adams (Treasurer); 5. Ken Aubrey (Registrar/Genealogist); 6. Charles Riegle
(Historian); 7. John Hartley (Chaplain); 8. Doug Erb (Sergeant-at-Arms). (7)
Governors: 1. Harry Cruncleton (2017); 2. Terry Schaefer (2016); 3. Dan Kennedy (2016); 4. Ted
Hornback (2016; 5. Chuck Reeves (2016); 6. Tom Thompson (2016); 7. Buddy Turman (2017); 8.
Vacant (2017). (2)
Past Presidents: 1. Frank Hodalski (32nd); 2. John Williams (37th); 3. Phil Tarpley (38th); 4. Harold
Crapo (39th); 5. Charles Riegle (40th); 6. Chuck Sweeney (41st); 7. Vic McMurry (42nd). (2) [Gray
highlight denotes member already counted toward quorum requirement under the elected officers
section.]
Regular Members: Chuck Barrett, Jr.; John Hegener; Joseph McSpadden; Craig Paige; and Harry
Spear. (5)
Inductees: Emory Clements; Conner Clements; Roland Clements and Scott Garrett. (4)
Member Spouses & Member Guests: Joyce Aubrey-(Sara-DeSoto) Elaine Crapo; Jean Cruncleton;
Jill Fields; Greta Mahaffey (Sara-DeSoto)-Debbie McMurry (Sara DeSoto); Colleen Paige; and Gay
Spear. (8)
DAR Guests and their guests: Jean Catsakis (Sara DeSoto) and Nick Catsakis; Sandra Mann and Sid
Mann (membership pending); Pru-Ann Miller (Sara DeSoto); Don Smith (St. Louis SAR); Sharon
Spry (Regent); Peggy Veeder (Osceola); Marlyn Whatley (Osceola); Laura Whatley (Osceola). (10)
Program Guests: John Beale, Education and Volunteer Coordinator for the Florida Maritime
Museum.
All other guests & Friends: NONE
VI. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order and followed by the Invocation; Pledge of
Allegiance; SAR Pledge; American’s Creed; and introductions. Registrants: 38, Attendees 38.
VII. Quorum Requirement; FIFTEEN. Quorum Count: SIXTEEN.
VIII. Membership Action/Notes: The primary purpose of the meeting was to hear a presentation by
the guest speaker; induction of new members and receipt of Chapter Awards and presentation of
certificates to members.

(1.) ANNOUNCEMENTS: President Mahaffey reminded everyone not to forget the Sarasota
Memorial Day Parade. The Manasota DAR Regents Council Flag Day Luncheon will be held at the
Pelican Point Country Club in Venice on Saturday June 11th, 2016. On Sunday June 12th, 2016 there
will be Patriotic Music by the Pops Orchestra and Formal Flag Retirement. The NSSAR will hold their
National Convention in Boston on July 8th thru 13th 2016. The next Chapter Luncheon at Sara Bay
Country Club will be October 21st, 2016.
(2.) Chapter Awards: President Mahaffey announced that the Saramana Chapter won two awards at
the FLSSAR State Society meeting in Orlando. He asked that Vice President Steve Fields come
forward, that Steve was responsible for our Chapter winning First Place for the Chapter Challenge and
for the Earl Marlin Publicity Contest. He asked Steve to place the banner ribbons on our Chapter
flagstaff.
(3.) Member Awards: President Mahaffey asked Charles Riegle to come forward to receive the
Meritorious Service Medal Oak Leaf Cluster and a Certificate of Appreciation for his
contributions, both awarded by the FLSSAR. President Mahaffey then asked Clarence “Chuck”
Barrett to come forward to receive the Florida State Society’s Roger Sherman Silver Medal for
faithful service. President Mahaffey announced that since Frank Hodalski was unable to attend that
he would see to it that Frank received the Certificate of Appreciation given by the FLSSAR.
Florida Society President Larry Fehrenbaker presented several awards to women at the banquet in
Orlando and that Debbie McMurry was awarded the Martha Washington Medal for her work with
the Ladies Auxiliary. President Mahaffey asked Craig Paige to come forward to receive the
Military Service Award for his service to our country. President Mahaffey then asked Debby
McMurry come forward to receive the Saramana Chapter Medal of Appreciation for her
accomplishments in the SAR Finders program.
(4.) Induction of New Members: President Mahaffey asked Registrar/Genealogist Ken Aubrey to
come to the podium to introduce the new member candidates and conduct the induction ceremony
of ROLAND W. CLEMENTS, ROLAND E. CLEMENTS, and CONNER D. CLEMENTS all who
have proved their Patriot to be LEWIS FLEMISTER. Also presented was GARRETT NEAL
SCOTT who has proven his Patriot to be MICHEL MATTIAS SCHOCK. After administering the
oath of membership, Roland W. Clements, Roland E. Clements, Conner D. Clements, and Garrett
Neal Scott were declared members and welcomed by those in attendance.
(5.) MOTION TO ADJOURN: A motion to adjourn was made by Terry Schaeffer and seconded by
Steve Fields, upon vote the motion passed unanimously. The meeting concluded with the SAR
Recessional and a Benediction.
IX. END TIME: 1:49 PM
Respectfully submitted, William W. Edgeworth, Secretary.
26 May 2016

Pictures taken at our May 2016 Luncheon Meeting

Vice President Steve Fields was responsible for our
Chapter winning First Place for the Chapter Challenge &
the Earl Marlin Publicity Contest.

John Beale of the Florida Maritime Museum presentation of
Florida in the American Revolution.

Debby McMurry received the Saramana Chapter Medal of Appreciation
for her accomplishments in the SAR Finders program.

Charles Riegle receives the Meritorious Service Medal Oak
Leaf Cluster & Certificate of Appreciation for his contributions,
both awarded by the FLSSAR.

Craig Paige receives the Military Service Award
for his service to our country.

Clarence “Chuck” Barrett receives the
Florida State Society’s Roger Sherman Silver Medal for faithful service.

Registrar/Genealogist Ken Aubrey

Garrett Neal Scott has proven his Patriot to be Michel Schock

Roland W. Clements, Roland E. Clements, and Conner D. Clements
all who have proved their Patriot to be Lewis Flemister

