Lesson:  What is a Father?
6:30 p.m.  Prayer

Recap:  Last session dealing with problems


We will discuss the great parts and the challenges of what it is like to be a father.  The purpose is to provide the young men with an understanding from an adult point of view and show them that they do not have to fear it but can do it successfully one day.  
Our mentors that are fathers will provide insight.

1. Arrange chairs in a circle.

2. Facilitator will work as an interviewer and ask questions to keep discussion going.

3. Mentors that are scheduled to speak will have about 5 – 7 minutes to talk.

4. Mentees are free to chime in and ask questions as they like.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS
A. When you had your first child did you receive an instruction guide on how to raise them?

B. How many children do you have?

C. Do your children live with you?

D. What types of activities do you do with your children?

E. If you are not married or with the mother of your children does that have any reflection on your feelings for your children?  

F. What is the difference between when you were single and had not children and your life now?
a. Free Time, Financial Concerns, Responsibility 

G. Can you make excuses for not having food, clothing, and necessities for your children?

H. How should you deal with disagreements with the mother?    

I. How and why do you discipline your children?

J. Do you ever stop being a father?  Like when your children are adults is your job over?

 ROLE PLAY OF EASY SITUATIONS AND CHALLENGING SITUATIONS THAT FATHERS HAVE TO DEAL WITH.  
a) At work and get a call that son in elementary school is misbehaving in school.  [Illustrating to mentee what parents think and how they have to deal with situations.]
· Roles:  Mentee (Younger Boy) – Father at work

Mentor – Young man

a. Mentor (School Principal): Mr. ____ I hate to call you at work but your son has been really acting up in class.  He is talking out of turn and I have had to remove him from class.  Can you talk to him?   
b. Mentee: Ok I will talk to my son later today. 


c. Mentee:  Son what happened at school today?
d. Mentor: Nothing.  

e. Mentee: [Respond on own.]

b) Making Time Sacrifices for your family.  
· Roles:  Mentee – Father [planned to hang out with friends and watch big basketball game]
                   Mentor – Son 
a. Mentor says: “Dad, I have a big homework assignment that is due tomorrow and since Mom is at work tonight can you help me finish it?”  
b. Mentee: [Respond on own.]
c) Making Financial Sacrifices 

· Roles: Mentee – Father [Older mentee - planned to buy some new clothes and parts for his car costing $650.00]  Mentor – Son needing a new computer and printer to do homework assignments.

a. Mentor says:  “Dad, my school gave me this paperwork saying that I need to get a computer and printer for my homework as soon as possible.”

b. Mentee: [Respond on own]

7:45 p.m.
REGROUP – Mentees discuss what they learned.  
7: 50 P.M.
PRAYER AND DISMISSAL
1

