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Hello Compatriots,
On February 16, at our Luncheon Meeting, we had 52
compatriots, spouses and guests celebrate our annual
Enhanced JROTC awards. Along with guest speaker Pastor Bill
Hild informing us about the Black Robe Regiment of the
Revolutionary War. Our Compatriot ancestors could not have
been prouder of the day that we honor George Washington‘s
Birthday. We were honored in having special guest Colonel
Patrick Niemann, our Florida SAR President, serve as host for
the Enhanced JROTC Award ceremony. A special thanks to
Governor Bill Battles for all the work he put in to make the
Enhanced JROTC presentation such a success!
Our next meeting will be on March 16, when we will host to
Sarasota and Manatee County Fire Departments and
Emergency Medical Service personnel. In Sarasota County, our
Fire Department protects over 400 square miles and respond
to about 50,000 emergencies annually. The Sarasota County
Fire Department employs about 500 Firefighters, EMT, and
Paramedics and respond to about 40,000 calls for medical
assistance each year. Please join us at the Saturday, March
16th luncheon when we honor these brave men and women
who so often put their lives on the line while serving the
community.
Please make every effort to make your luncheon reservations no later than March 11th, the Monday before the
meeting. This has become a Big Problem. If you should show up without a reservation you will not be given a meal
selection ticket until all the reservations have been accounted for. No longer will the people who have made
reservations not get what they ordered. The Board of Governors will be addressing this situation at the next Board
meeting. Please RSVP in a timely manner. Sara Bay Country Club is operated by professional food service individuals who
do not need a problem like this to continue.
See you at the meeting
Douglas E. Erb
President, Saramana Chapter SAR
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Saramana Upcoming Events
NOTE: Luncheon meetings move to Saturdays in 2019


March 1-2, FRI-SAT: NSSAR Spring Leadership – Louisville, KY



March 9, SAT: Last Naval Battle Commemoration – Merritt Island, FL



March 13, WED: Saramana Board of Governors meeting.



March 16, SAT: Regular luncheon meeting of the Saramana SAR Chapter
o Fire safety, EMS, and lifesaving awards



March 30, SAT: Liberty Tree Dedication, State Color Guard Event - Ft. Myers, FL



March 30, SAT: Commemoration of the Battle of Thomas Creek – Jacksonville, FL

•

April 17, WED: Saramana Board of Governors meeting.

•

April 27, SAT: Regular luncheon meeting of the Saramana SAR Chapter
o Law enforcement and heroism awards



May 10-11, FRI-SAT: Florida SAR Society Board of Management / Annual Meeting

•

May 15, WED: Saramana Board of Governors meeting.

•

May 18, SAT: Regular luncheon meeting of the Saramana SAR Chapter
o Guest Speaker, Chapter Awards



May 27, MON: Memorial Day Parade, Downtown Sarasota, FL



July 5-11, THU-FRI: 129th NSSAR Congress, Costa Mesa, CA



October 4-5, FRI-SAT: Florida SAR Society Board of Management Meeting
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Enhanced JROTC Scholarship Contest

Each SAR Chapter can select an
Outstanding JROTC Cadet and enter that
cadet into their State Society's
Outstanding JROTC Cadet Recognition
program. The winner of the State
competition will be entered into the
National Outstanding JROTC Recognition
program. The winner of the national
program will receive a special award at
the SAR National Congress.
The National SAR award is to be presented
to the Outstanding Cadet in their next to
last year of JROTC (a Third Year Cadet
[11th grade] in a four year program). For
a two year JROTC program, a Second Year
Cadet may be selected

(L-to-R: LTC Christopher Davis, EJROTC Outstanding Cadet Harley Haas,
And President Doug Erb)

The enhanced JROTC program has several
objectives:
1. To identify and recognize Outstanding
JROTC Cadets at the SAR Chapter, State SAR
Society, and National SAR Society levels.
The program has been designed to allow
all candidates to be evaluated equally,
regardless of the Military Service they
represent.
2. To encourage SAR members to make a
personal presentation of the JROTC medal
to Outstanding JROTC student in the
nation.
3. To encourage SAR chapters to work
with JROTC units to determine how best to
encourage and recognize these
outstanding student citizens and therefore
support this exceptional national youth
program.
The Saramana Chapter SAR awards the
Three top cadets cash scholarship awards.
The college plans of these cadets do not have
to be completed in order to receive the cash
award.

(L-to-R: CDR Steve Bartek, Mrs. Hardman, Cadet Randon Hardman
(runner-up), and President Doug Erb)
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Florida SAR Society President Visits Saramana
Saramana was privileged to have Florida SAR Society President Col. Patrick J.
Niemann present for our luncheon celebrating George Washington’s birthday. In
addition to being our very special guest, President Niemann presided over the
awarding of this year’s Enhanced JROTC program. As a retired infantry colonel,
President Niemann is intimately aware of the characteristics and qualities of
successful young officers. He took time to speak with each of the participating
cadets and answered questions on what a military career might hold for them. He
also met with and presented Certificates of Appreciation to each of the JROTC
advisors with cadets in the competition.
We thank President Niemann taking time to visit with us at Saramana. Our
chapter also deeply appreciates his presiding over the Enhanced JROTC awards for
Chairman Bill Battles who was unable to be at the luncheon.
(FLSSAR President Col. Pat Niemann)

Enhanced JROTC Scholarship Contest – 2018 Winning Entry
“How JROTC has prepared me to be a better citizen of the United States of America”
C/CPT Harley Haas, Bulldog Battalion, Sarasota High School
Greek philosopher and scientist, Aristotle, once said, “It is not always the same thing to be a good man and a good
citizen." Throughout my life, I worked to be the best person I could be, as values of kindness, happiness, and honesty
were ingrained in my mind at a young age from my parents and school. Despite my enthusiasm to be a good friend,
daughter, and student, my sense of civic virtue never reached its full potential, even as a young adult entering high
school. Fortunately, I joined JROTC during my freshman year, which taught me the necessity of cooperation,
strength, balance, self-improvement, respect, patience, and fairness. By engaging a sense of teamwork and
leadership, JROTC has helped me vastly improve my citizenship skills, particularly cooperation, patience, and selfimprovement.
Foremost, JROTC taught me cooperation by encouraging a group effort in the program. During company training, we
must build each other up and work as one, never allowing one individual to shoulder all the work or exclude
members due to individual differences. Notably, as a Company Commander in my sophomore year, I worked with
my First Sergeant and Company Executive Officer to ensure the company ran smoothly and each cadet was on track.
Additionally, cooperation is instilled in all JROTC teams. During JROTC Leadership and Academic Bowl (JLAB) practice,
I talk each question through with my peers to eliminate any mistakes, and in instances of disagreement, we explain
our reasoning and chose the best answer as a team yet never give up on personal beliefs or opinions. The same
virtue I hone through JROTC applies to everyday life in our democracy. Cooperation is necessary for survival and to
ensure peaceful coexistence in our country.
Moreover, one of the critical components of JROTC is leadership, which requires patience. As both an active and
passive skill, I learned when it is best to wait and when to act. To elucidate, as a squad leader in my freshman year, I
had to take small steps with my squad and not expect them to know everything right away. I set goals with my
squad members and encouraged them to get promoted each quarter, but I would help them study the information
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they struggled with. By expecting too much too soon cadets would be
intimidated and lose interest in the program, yet not acting at all
would risk the efficiency of the program, proving the necessity of
patience. Through practicing this skill in JROTC, I was able to slowly
deprogram the need of instant gratification instilled by society.
Patience truly is a virtue, and a vital citizen skill I execute while helping
others and working to better myself and community.

(C/CPT Harley Haas, Sarasota High School)

Further, JROTC taught me the value of self-improvement, allowing me
to truly be the best person I can be by learning from my mistakes. As
humans, nobody is perfect, which something I never fully understood
until I joined JROTC and learned to break the perfectionist mindset. To
illustrate, my freshman year I joined the program’s Rifle Team, and as
a novice, I shot dismally. However, through constant practice and selfreflection, I was able to slowly improve my scores and eventually
make it to the Varsity Team. While I still cannot shoot a perfect 300
out of 300 as I dreamed about my freshman year, I set reasonable
goals for myself and know that I was able to ameliorate my skill. This is
the mindset I was able to apply to other classes and activities, since it
is counterproductive to let one shot or one B get you down. Without a
sense of self-improvement among our citizens, the “American Dream”
would cease to exist.

Overall, being a “good man” and “good citizen” require different values, yet through JROTC’s application of
teamwork and leadership, I learned I could be both. Cooperation, patience, and self-improvement are the vital skills
I was able to enhance through the life-changing program. Each value learned I use in everyday life as these are the
foundations of our democracy. JROTC helped me reach a new potential of citizenship, unleashing a sense a civic
virtue I aim to utilize while I impact my friends, family, and community.
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Guest Speaker – Pastor William “Bill” Hild
The Saramana Chapter was privileged to have once again Pastor Bill Hild as a guest
speaker at our luncheon. His topic for this luncheon presentation was “The Black
Robes – The Impact of Colonial Clergy in the War for Independence”. Though not a
literal “regiment, the “black robes” were influential thinkers and community leaders.
Peter Muhlenberg is perhaps one of the most famous of Revolutionary War clergy. A
Virginia minister, Muhlenberg accepted a commission to lead a regiment of the
Continental army. An anecdote—likely apocryphal—from an 18th-century biography
depicted Muhlenberg preaching to his congregation in his clerical robes, only to strip
them off and reveal his military uniform underneath, a dramatic appeal for men to join
the Patriot struggle. Muhlenberg served as an officer in the Continental Army
throughout the war and commanded a brigade at the Battle of Yorktown. At war’s end,
this Lutheran minister retired a Major General. Though Muhlenberg’s participation in
the war’s fighting was highly unusual for clergymen, the rhetorical support for
independence those ministers offered regularly from their pulpits was invaluable for
the patriot cause.
Pastor Hild also spoke on several of the “deist” founding fathers. The modern day discounting of religious influences in
the pursuit of freedom has done our patriot ancestors a great service. He reminded us that many of the most often
quoted passages of Franklin, Jefferson, Adams, Washington, and even Thomas Pain, are shortened to remove the
religious context in which they based their arguments for independence. We would all do well to refresh our memories
and go back to the source.
Pastor Hild’s presentation was quite informative and very enjoyable. In thanks for his wonderful lesson, the Saramana
Chapter presented him with a mounted replica of a handbill from the War for Independence.
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Saramana SAR Chapter –Board of Governors Meeting Minutes of February 13, 2019
1. Secretary: Howard W. (Randy) Randolph, Jr.
2. Meeting: February 13, 2019
3. Location: Church of the Redeemer
4. Meeting Notice: Published via Email
5. Attendance:
a. Elected Officers: Doug Erb, President
Preston Adams, Vice President
Howard (Randy) Randolph, Jr., Secretary
Vince Panissidi, Sergeant-at-Arms & Color Guard
Charles Riegle, Historian/Registrar
Governors:

Steve Fields
Bill Segraves
John Fitzpatrick
Dr. David Purviance

Past Presidents: Dick Mahaffey
Compatriot: John Heyer
Members present: 5 elected officers, 4 Governors, 1 Past President 1 Compatriot
Quorum: Board of Governors meetings require 5 today number is 9
The meeting was called to order by President Doug Erb at 1:30 p.m. and opened with an invocation.
The Pledge of allegiance was recited.
The SAR Pledge was recited.
The issue of Quorum verification was affirmed.
The Consent Agenda was forwarded to everyone via email on 2/12/19. Dick Mahaffey commented that his copy of the
agenda was unreadable. No vote held on consent agenda.
The Reports published with the Consent Agenda were as follows:
Income and Expenses
Youth Awards
Rumbaugh Oration Contest
Eagle Scout
Knight Essay
JROTC/Sea Cadets Program
American History Teacher
Poster Contest
Brochure Contest
Law Enforcement Awards
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Fire Department Awards
EMS Commendation
The Following Officer reports were offered:
Secretary Report:
The Minutes for the 1-16-19 BoG meeting and 1-19-19 Luncheon meeting were
approved as read.
Treasurers report:
Preston Adams reported on the Treasurers Report for Treasurer Tim Milligan. The
Report was sent via email on 2/12/19. We ended January 31, 2019 with revenue of
$1,127.23. Expenses for January totaled $10,367.05. Our total cash and current
Assets stand at $15,918.27.
Vice Presidents Report:
Preston Adams advised that he had nothing else to Report on except the Financial
Report
President’s Report:
Doug Erb reported on the following scheduled events and encouraged better
Participation at our Luncheon meetings. We have 45 individuals scheduled for
1/16/19. Our meeting will have guest speaker Pastor Bill Hild (Black Robe Society)
and our special guest, Florida SAR Society President, Colonel Patrick J. Niemann
who will be awarding the Enhanced JROTC Scholarship.
Doug also reported on the C.A.R. State Conference in Orlando, FL on 2-22&24-19.
Doug also brought forth the issue of so many Veterans ashes that are unclaimed in
many funeral homes. A discussion ensued that we should become involved with
this issue to assist in a proper internment at the National Cemetery. Doug will
check with Smokey Dean on procedures and also with the Military Officers
Association. It was also suggested to check with Bernie Schiefer (Veterans Group).
Committee Reports:
Charles Riegle reported on the upcoming Manatee County History Fair. He also
passed out a register report and advised he would appreciate any changes and
assistance.
Charles advised that he had reports going back to 1975. It was agreed that he
should continue to retain these records.
Charles advised that he had 50 books and 3 framed pictures that could be used for
Fundraising.
Steve Fields reported on Veterans recognition certificates (War versus Service) It
was agreed by all that even though the Medals have a distinction it should not be
part of the discussion in awarding them.
Steve Fields gave a comprehensive report on the annual reports that have been
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submitted to the FLSSAR. These consisted of the various contests and whether or
not there were contestants. The programs were American History Teacher of the
year, Brochure Contest, Color Guard Annual Report, Chapter Challenge, Chapter
Newsletter Contest, Earl Martin Publicity Contest, Enhance JROTC, King Eagle
Scout Contest, Knight Essay Contest, News and Photo for the Florida Patriot and
the SAR magazines, Poster Contest, Rumbaugh Oration Contest and the USS Stark
Service to Veterans Report/Contest.
Steve Fields also reported on the Color Guard Report and upcoming Color Guard
Events, Good Citizenship Awards, Patriot Biographies Committee and the Veterans
Recognition Committee.
New Business:
Dick Mahaffey requested that the Chapter pay the registration fees for its members
to attend the State Board meetings from its operating funds and made a Motion in
that regard. The Motion was 2nd by Charles Riegle. After a through discussion the
Motion was unanimously approved.
A discussion ensued regarding the awarding of Certificates, Medals and a check for
recipients who for various reasons cannot attend the luncheon for its presentation.
It was felt by all in attendance that the check should not be given in abstention but
only when in attendance. Doug Erb will check with Bill Battles to see what his
conversations were with Commander Browning whom will be attending the
luncheon and receiving a Certificate for his work.
Old Business:
There was no old business to discuss.
A Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Dick Mahaffey.
The SAR Recitation of the SAR recessional was read by all.
Doug Erb closed the meeting with Prayer.
The Meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
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Saramana SAR Chapter – Luncheon Meeting of February 16, 2019
1. Secretary: Howard W. (Randy) Randolph, Jr.
2. Meeting: February 16, 2019
3. Location: Sara Bay Country Club
4. Meeting Notice: Published via Email
5: Attendance
a. Elected Officers: Doug Erb, President
Preston Adams, Vice President
Howard (Randy) Randolph, Secretary
Tim Milligan, Treasurer
Charles Riegle, Historian/Register
Vince Panissidi, Sergeant-at-Arms & Color Guard
Rev. John Hartley, Chaplain
Governors:

Steve Fields
Dr. David Purviance

Past Presidents: Vic McMurry
Dick Mahaffey
There were 7 Officers, 2 Governors, 2 Past Presidents, 9 additional SAR Members and 30 additional guests for a total
of 50 attendees.
President Doug Erb called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.
Chaplain Rev. John Hartley delivered the invocation.
The Color Guard was called to present the colors.
John Heyer led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance
Paul Skeels led the meeting in the SAR Pledge
Larry Dean led the meeting with the American’s Creed
President Doug Erb introduced the Officers, Governors, Past Presidents whom were in attendance and their spouses
and our FLSSAR President Col. Patrick Neimann and Guest Speaker Pastor Bill Hild and his spouse Beverly.
He then made a number of Special Announcements.
•
Offered thanks and appreciation to Governor & Past President Steve Fields and his wife Jill for everything they
do for our Saramana Chapter.
•

The Edison Festival of Lights which will take place in Fort Myers later today.

•

The State CAR conference in Orlando, FL, 2/22-24/19
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•

Last Naval Battle Commemoration-Merritt Island, FL 3/9/19. This will be a Color Guard event.

Following the luncheon, President Doug Erb called the meeting back to order and called upon FLSSAR President
Colonel Patrick Neimann for some remarks. Doug Erb then proceeded to conduct the presentation of awards to our
JROTC Enhanced Scholarship Contest winners.
Master Sergeant John Browning accepted the Certificate and Medal for 3rd place finisher Cadet Aeryn Sachs from the
Sarasota Military Academy whom was unable to attend the luncheon.
Cdr. Stephan A. Bartek USN (ret) introduced the 2nd place runner-up finisher from North Port High School, Cadet
Captain Randon Hardman whom was presented the SAR Bronze Good Citizenship Medal Certificate and Ribbon Bar.
Lieutenant Colonel Christopher L. Davis introduced Sarasota High School Cadet Captain Hartley Haas whom was
presented as our enhanced JROTC contest outstanding cadet a Bronze Medallion on a Neck Ribbon, a standard Ribbon
Bar with a frame around a Bronze Star to denote advancement to the Florida SAR Society level of competition. Cadet
Haas was then called upon to read her essay.
Guest speaker Pastor Bill Hild was then called upon for his remarks. The subject matter involved the “Black Robe
Regiment” which was referred primarily to the influential clergymen whom promoted American Independence.
A 50/50 drawing was then conducted.
With no other business to conduct the SAR Recessional was led by Colonel Richard Windsor.
The Meeting adjourned at 2:10 p.m.

*****

2019 Edison Festival of Lights Parade in Ft. Myers, FL. The Caloosa Chapter Color Guard with the
Saramana Chapter Color Guard and the Saramana Chapter Ladies Auxiliary marching for 200,000+ people.
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Attention! Calling all compatriots! The color guard needs YOU!
The color guard is the public face of the Sons of the American Revolution. Nothing is more iconic than the image of a
soldier of the American Revolution. Whether in uniform or militia attire, the color guard serve as a public reminder that
the legacy of the founders lives on in us.
Saramana is fortunate in that we have several uniforms that have been donated to the chapter. These are available for
sign-out to members who wish to participate in the color guard. Don’t worry if you don’t know how to march or the
proper way to carry a flag. Our members can teach you the basics in an afternoon will help you with any questions. If
you prefer to obtain your own personal uniform, we can provide guidance on types of uniforms and reputable suppliers.
For more information, contact Vince Panissidi at vinpansar@gmail.com .

Saramana Color guard at the 2019 Winter Florida Society Board of Managers Meeting
(l-r: Doug Erb, Steve Fields, and Vince Panissidi)

March Color guard Events
First, March 9th is the Commemoration of the Last Naval Battle of the American Revolution to be held oat Merritt Island,
FL. Organized by the Brevard Chapter, this is a national event that draws color guards from chapters all across Florida
and the southeast. Also, other lineage, historic, and veterans organizations surch as the DAR, VFW, and ROTC will be
participating in the short march and wreath laying ceremony. This year the United States Coast guard will have a
detachment present as well as a ship stationed just off shore. You don’t have to be in the color guard to come and
celebrate our brave patriot ancestors. Come join us and aftre take a tour of the wonderful Brevard Veterans Memorial
and Military Museum.
Second, the Saramana color guard will be presenting the colors at our March 16 th luncheon at the Sara Bay Country Club.
Come in colonial attire and get involved.
Lastly, on the last Saturday in March (the 30th) the Caloosa Chapter, Florida Society, Sons of the American Revolution
will dedicate its fourth Liberty Tree in Lee County. These events provide opportunities to bring history to life and to
honor the memory of the patriots who used the Liberty Tree as a rallying point in the support of individual liberty and
resistance to tyranny. Citizens of all ages are encouraged to join with us in a ceremony which will include a massing of
colors with color guards of the SAR, DAR, and Boy Scouts and proclamations presented by the Mayor of Ft. Myers and
the Lee County Board of Commissioners.
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FEBRUARY PHOTOS
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FEBRUARY PHOTOS

More photos from this and other Saramana events can be found at www.facebook.com/saramanasar/
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The Saramana Chapter, Florida Society, Sons of the American Revolution
Luncheon Meeting
Saturday, March 16, 2019
Menu and Reservation Information
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Where: Sara Bay Country Club, 7011 Willow St, Sarasota, FL.
Time: 11:30 AM Cordials; Noon Program + Entrée
Attire: Colonial Attire for Members (or Class B Uniform), Coat & Tie/Business Attire for Non-Members

Menu choices:
(1) Half Chicken Seasoned & Roasted with Chef’s Choice Vegetables & House Salad with Chef’s dressing
(2) Salmon with Lemon Dill Sauce with Chef’s Choice Vegetable & House Salad with Chef’s dressing
Accompaniments:
Homemade Rolls & Butter / Refreshments: Freshly Brewed Coffee, Decaf or Tea
Dessert: Chef’s Cherry Special for Washington’s Birthday

Please RSVP all menu selections by email not later than Tuesday, March 12 th, 2019 to
SaramanaSAR@gmail.com to be accompanied by your payment at the door on Saturday.
No Menu Substitutions on the Day of the Luncheon.

Parties arriving at a Luncheon without a confirmed reservation will be placed on a standby list for seating
subject to availability, which includes an added $5 charge.
NOTE: If you have ANY dietary restrictions or questions, please contact Anita Bosworth, Dining Room Manager by
Tuesday prior to the luncheon: (941) 355-7658
______ Luncheon(s) @ $25.00 per person as indicated below:
(1) ______ Roasted Half Chicken
(2) ______ Lemon Dill Salmon
(3) ______ Special Order: / Vegetarian / Gluten Free / Fruit Cup (dessert substitute)
NAME (Print):
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Guest name(s) (Print):
____________________________________________________________________________________
Applicable DAR Chapter or Guest information (Print):
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