World of Bass
Bill Rich |E

wias there, Jimi Hendro, Tay
Mahal, Leon Busel, some of he
Chambet Brothers, Peter Tork of
the Monkeys, D John ang same
others | can’t remember nght
oy, S £t 6 vt ug that night
What a right] We itk big teme
the first time we played together.
Fiaying wath bimi was unbelievahle
It brought ol the best n me and
than some. Later we would meot
at this chuby called The Scene and
am aF night. | remember gomng
te bies recoddng studa at Bl tric
Lackrhardd and gatneming with the
recordang 13pe roling. | havwe
copues of that nght,

Qrxce, 1y brother Herh
andd Lt in Denver batwaen
iy, playing this wedding gig
n Chaesman Park, and Jrmi was
n Dermvet 10 play at Mile High
Stadium that noght, We were o
upy n thit back yard next 1o the
patk and & hind pull up, kimd gets
out, comas ower, and of course
our guita: playes takes off his
quitar &nd gavesol 1o him, YWe
start pamming and the next thng
you knony ali These people $1art
Qathnir dound, The pahie show
up 10 soe what's ooing on w0 Jmi
juenps bk into B limvo &ndd lakes
off. | rrvar wall farget that, When
fecording e mdat Buddy Mies
albesrm hrni prodiced 1hoee Sordgs
that veds way (oG, siting in the
studad pecderding and lookmng up
and seeing Jirrd 21 the recoeding
baard rieineg, | plaed me butt
offt Later | got this cal from Allen
Dougive, ki prodaces, he waid,
" Jain wan s you Lo Core Oul
and record the Band of Gypsics
abum.” was dhedulsd 1o oo
another project, which | couldn’t
get out of bavauie | had rozeived
s of 1 oy dhead of
timse, Anid besides, | had past qua
Buddy's band and ddn’l weant
10wk with hdm at that teme
thigured Bami and | wou'd get
wonethed sorpe other tame, DouGas
calied me agan two months Litor
and ased o | would come to New
York to do the John Mclaughin
Desvoshionn afburm. OF course | wxid,
"™, bt D didn 't kndny who
b weas orwhat type of music he
played nil | gat thite. Vithat a tip
that was. Space masd, big time
Bul | eeerped L 1 was something
nesa and ditferent | Laiked 1o Jim
witile | was there, We std had that
desare 1o play 1ogether agan, but
he feft us toosoon ., God bies
his 5wl

Your ausocaation with Taj Mahal
goes bak to the early 708, How
did it start?

Trmit Ty in 1968, Mevwas ot the
opning for the Expeess that night
a1 the Whisky A-Go-Go. Things
were RappeEning and eosrybody
wented (o phay with each cther
Finafly after about two o three
yiears he cabbed 1o tee f Dwanted

te do & few gge with hen. That
Wk i 1971, | thnk, [ wal
different from the music | wis
playan bt | hked 0. Pve knoen
Taj for aboust 34 years now, | also
had the phesture of workeng with
four of five different bands he
put 1ogether, al different types
af muse, andl recaidng sl
abumi, We 9o vay back

VWhat is the secret of you
staying around together so
long?

Wedl, | think i1 a coupe of things.
Reapct, for one. | prit fove what
e s and b he dogs i1, The
wiy he caries himself on and off
stane] he oo fedl professonsl

Cne of the highlights of

your show was your bass
instrumental, which alio
features on your €O 8ill Rich:
The Fee-Vah,

That song i one | lerve to play,

I ond of loosens thengs up Tor
me, | 3Lart it out wath this intro
call Bussteg, It e sitting in my
basement plning the bass the way
Pwant, dong whatever Dwant
swieet! And thena | gointa “Th
Feetah' o funky, nasty groowe.
i you |5ten to that song, notice
how the melody 2nd the bassing
interacts, | bove that, It has no
overdubs, | fael goiod about that
Lo, I yira're a bass phayer, Ley
1o play it M ned, still chedk it out.
it a0 ghoes the rest of the fellas a
chante 1o yiep out,

Was recording The Fee-Vah

a different kick from being a
session mugdan?

Wies, i1 was 4 tolally ditferent kek.
I mean, you 209 puthineg Oul you
vt STl your San QiDdwe and
whbe ard you don’t have 1o cater
Lo drryeens ey viaan, 1 can be
pretty prveriul stull, Sestion work
pays the bills and broadens your
mind, but plantng your own music
grees you 3 good fealng

You have an Impressive list of
wark a3 a session musician, Do
you enjoy the flexibility?

Sure, Ldon’t imit sysell 1o ene
tyre af mumic becaliee thare ik a
01 o good musc oul thte, Styles
ko reggae, blues, country and
wislern, R&EB, jarz, reck, Latn,
pop and blacgrass pust (0 nams 3
fimar. I you st play.oae thng, you
aer mussahig Oul. | ke the fact that
| regorded a kot of albums and COs
with different people. st seeing
where the music was coming fram
g M 4 chande o expand my
mnd and iy Chaops

Geafl Muldsur tald me that
Jaco Pastorious, who was
playing with Gil Evans, saw
you agross the room ona night
and started sereaming that you
whiere one ol his major guys.

Abo, Howard Johnson, the
great arranger and tuba guny,
snid that your bass playing had
made it into the arranging
siend in jazz and more popular
massic. Can yoau tell me about
your style of playing?

Wed, isten to a bot of different
types of masic and play a lot of
ditferent nds of music | just

mix it all together, vauw knony, |
make w3 sull and add that in
thare, Thefie arg @ KT OF vy you
can sl 3 tho'c progression

For instance, | might start on Lthe
‘mings” note ano wee the 59, 7,
ardd then the terae with the 10th
ared e up on the IV Choed. |
quess it your chowce of the notes
youe Choose as for 35 i1 works
and sounchs goad. | don’t ke 1o
oy olher Dats plagees’ ks oen
theasgh thiry hawe s good stull
qong on. Il hear it and soo where
s comng from and then pick

up my bavs and figuse out whats
comfortable foe me.

KevinBrooks
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MEGADETH

Peace Sells,,. But Who's Buying?
o Far, 5o Good... Sa What?
Rust ln Peace

Countdewn To Extinction
Youthanatis

Cryptic Writing:
Rk

Craving

AlLEMI

Thae Megadeth back catalgue, now
rermitered and revviud vazh Bonir
ks, woa story of & onde-great Lale
o0 10 tend . Howewes, fom a bats
pharer’s poenl Of v, ERins 10 Lo
mpire avl eney Pete. Frottman Dne
Auntiens’s long-affonng bats player
Dinee Edetion [inevitaldy dubibed Doy
B by snalie Enthis) ahwys pulbed off 3
rernaalio pararmancs, 24 wal &
Lo walh Bas frstiiurd Dandmagle - &
vt ne afhimverrent. Look ot Sor the
Loerrandd Sferensd bos off Do the stle
Lrack of Peace Sels . and the superb
Fliz e thvceas o Litee an The 400y, Mosp
pragnriiie abumd such i Countdonn
I Extirc2on feature Eledion on baphitly
technacal, abvont kobe Myosgdike
kvt of peohioency. 100 = and althowsh
recent Doth recodth twch g Rl condat
rgrly of Laered, Charl-friendly roch, the
b paets are 20l 00 e for Whell weorth
L SR 1T ot Mo

o< JOHN

FNTWISTLE

JOHN ENTWISTLE BAND
Live

Althaugh the bite, misch rmissed
Joby Ertwistle roenaien the Drst hansst
it 10 sy feoen B UK, b sl
abums weren't grest Yes, theot vl
& R Fgmout pnndfg through
et of i were, which cantinues to
rake 3 Mk [ Hormd Rodk® 6 8 (ase 0w
poent), Rt = ¥ e honast = oo much
of hi w0 weork wad Bog-staniand,
rvcidie-a08d muletnici 15 be tuly
womanal

T ergey this e DVD of @
Entvoritle Band lemtaa) appearsrce
frowm 1953, you need etbet o De a
COntemied Lan Or wempdy able 1o 1e
aboyve the dul, wwoWha nfing ana
redish the Ow's adwiars-astonihing
Plarang. 5 ey Sk, Ve fnalades of
raotes witich Entwstie pluchs ol of
s tnamend ane warth the grde
of sdmiaisacn Sone: oven lorng time
chatrvers Wil b mpietied by the
s Mo, bt Mwings wgseacourate,
Irrry iy which he pheped in and
Aound th s, The Wihah “The
Real Me' 1 g hichpos, in both s
and bas tevm, Sthough the clutch
o wntage midker wheh Cote 1he wet
stared Gt 00, Very rewandang
e B hovsr




