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Bridal Consultants/Planners 

If you’re planning an informal, casual wedding with fewer than 30 guests and a very small processional (or no processional at all), it’s unlikely that you’ll need the services of a wedding consultant. But if you are planning to have an entourage of bridesmaids and groomsmen, or if your wedding follows traditional formal guidelines, a wedding consultant or coordinator is a must-have if you budget will allow for it. A consultant will do all the detail work so you can just relax and enjoy being a bride. On your wedding day (and in the months leading up to it) you’ll be busy with a million small details. A consultant can do everything from comparing catering prices and decorating options to finding an officiant or scheduling manicures for your bridesmaids. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to turn it all over to someone else so you can focus on what’s really important?

In order to decide if you need a coordinator, follow these guidelines:

A coordinator isn’t necessary if... 

. 
Your wedding is small (less than 30 guests) and there are no more than four people in your bridal party (bride, groom, maid of honor and best man).

. 
Your wedding will be very casual and informal, in a small venue with very few logistical challenges.

. 
You have a friend or relative who’s a great organizer and is willing to manage some of the details. 

A coordinator would extremely helpful if...

. 
It’s a formal wedding with a large processional that includes bridesmaids, groomsmen, ring bearer, flower girl and all the trimmings. 

. 
You’re planning a complex series of scheduled events that need to be organized and supervised,  such as a pre-ceremony photo session, pre-ceremony cocktails and hors d'oeuvres, a large processional, a receiving line, a sit-down dinner, and/or specific scheduled events during the reception, such as toasts, speeches, cake cutting and other activities. These activities have to be precisely timed, and a good coordinator will know how to keep things moving. 

. 
There will be numerous vendors to deal with, such as florist, photographer, dressmaker, venue, church or ceremony site, caterer, accommodations for out of town guests, honeymoon  destination, decorations, etc.  

. 
You’re too busy with work or other aspects of your life to do much planning on your own. 

. 
You’re coming from out of town and aren’t familiar with the islands. A local coordinator will be intimately familiar with locations, florists, caterers, photographers, ceremony sites and everything else you might need. 

Here’s a good rule of thumb... if it won’t  break your budget, then definitely hire a coordinator. It will relieve an enormous amount of stress and help you enjoy your special day even more. Please browse through our list of professional San Juan Islands wedding consultants to compare prices and services. And don’t forget to call their references! © 2010 Terri Daniel

 LINK TO CONSULTANTS AND PLANNERS
Bridal Registry 

Back in the old days before everybody had computers, bridal registries were pretty much limited to major department stores and the selection was limited to kitchenware and linens. It was (and still is) great fun to browse through these stores with a scanner (in the very old days we used a printed list and a pencil), on what basically amounts to a free shopping spree. However, if meandering around stores picking out items in real time isn’t your favorite way to shop, you can do the whole thing on line. There are dozens of websites that will connect you to top retailers of all kinds. Just do a search for “bridal registry” and see what comes up. 

Today’s couples have countless options. Major retail chains like Target, Macy’s and Pottery Barn have traditional registries, but do you know that you can also register for garden tools, camping gear, music, fine wine, travel and non-profit donations? The only limit is your imagination. If you’re bold and adventurous, consider calling your local art museum and asking if you can register for a membership, or call the cruise line you’re using for your honeymoon and ask if you can include cocktail or excursion coupons in your registry. I know a couple who went on a camping honeymoon and registered at Columbia Sportswear. They got everything they needed for their trip. 

Businesses are in business to make money, and that includes artists, massage therapists and charities. If you tell them that you want to receive  their products or services as a  wedding gift, they’ll  find a way to make it happen, even if they don’t have an “official” bridal registry. If you want your wedding guests to donate money to Greenpeace, I guarantee that if you call Greenpeace, they’ll figure out how to add themselves to your registry. Same for a signed print from your favorite painter, a massage for two, or tickets to a self-improvement seminar. 

You would be amazed at what’s possible. Many of the shops in the San Juan Islands will be happy to register you for the items of you choice, so make some calls, use your imagination and don’t be afraid to think outside the box!  © 2010 Terri Daniel 

LINK TO REGISTRIES
 Cakes 

Like everything else in today’s weddings,  catering menus and wedding cakes can be as creative as your imagination will allow. I’ve seen everything from 6-tier traditional wedding cakes accented with tropical flowers to a  black-and-red cake designed for a vampire-themed wedding (to compliment the bride’s black dress). I’ve also seen individual cheesecakes placed on each of the tables at the reception, personalized cupcakes for each guest, and a hundred other variations. A wedding cake can be any color, style and flavor that you want, and there are modern,  humorous “cake toppers” now available that go far beyond the traditional bride and groom surrounded by hearts and doves. 

Cakes have been an important symbol in weddings since ancient times. In most cultures, using baked goods in ceremonies symbolized fertility and growth, and wedding cakes have been used in this way for centuries. Sharing the cake with guests represents bringing that growth (in the form of children) into the community. 

A couple of important tips for choosing and ordering a cake: 

. 
Order your cake 3-6 months before the wedding, especially if you’re looking for something unique and original and not “off the rack.” 

. 
According to tradition, many couples save the top tier of the cake in the freezer and bring it out to celebrate their one-year anniversary. Decide in advance if you’ll want to do this, and design your cake accordingly.

. 
If you’re not looking for a traditional wedding cake and you want to save money, consider telling the baker that you want a “cake” for a party. In other words, don’t say “wedding.” You can still design it to your specifications, but it might cost half as much, because frequently, the cost of a “cake” is less than the cost of a “wedding” cake. 

. 
If you are going to order a wedding-specific cake, be sure the baker allows you to have a “cake tasting”  before you purchase. This is a standard practice in the wedding cake business, and it’s fun to bring your intended and a few friends along to sample a variety of cakes. 

Choosing a cake is an exercise in creativity. It’s relatively easy once you’ve done some research and selected the bakery or pastry chef of your choice. After that, it’s a piece of cake!  © 2010 Terri Daniel

LINK TO CAKES


Catering

A wedding feast is an important tradition in just about every culture on earth, and sometimes these feasts last for days. A lavish spread of fine food, like so many symbols in a wedding, represents the couple’s ability to provide abundance... another form of fertility. It also represents the community’s ability to sustain the couple as they start their new lives, and in some cultures, every food item is assigned a particular meaning, representing everything from virginity to selflessness. 

If your reception will be held in a venue that provides food (such as a hotel or restaurant), the venue will provide the catering, so in this situation, choosing a menu goes hand-in-hand with choosing the location. Along with your other criteria, such as the decor, the wedding cake, layout of the room, etc., food is a top priority, and you should get the best you can afford. You should be allowed to sample the various menus just like you can with wedding cakes (if the facility doesn’t allow this, considering going somewhere else). 

If your wedding is being held in a location that does not include food service, such as a private home or an outdoor site, you’ll need to bring in a catering company. Here too, you’ll be allowed to sample the foods that you’re considering for your menu, and your menu can be anything from light snacks and cocktails for a few friends to a formal sit-down dinner for 500. Bear in mind that catering prices are much lower for lunch than for dinner, so if your budget is limited, consider a late morning wedding with a luncheon reception rather than an evening wedding with dinner. The San Juan Islands have several excellent caterers for large and small gatherings of all kinds. © 2010 Terri Daniel 

LINK TO CATERERS
