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Peaceful Protests Against George Floyd's Death Predominate
Northland
By Kitty Mayo
Across Minnesota and the
northland demonstrations were
held last week and over the weekend in protest of George Floyd's
death. The protests were predominantly peaceful, drawing hundreds
to smaller towns, and over a thousand in Duluth last Saturday afternoon.
Duluth's protest started at the
Clayton Jackson McGhie Memorial, the site that honors the three
black men who were wrongly
lynched near there 100 years ago
this June, and ended at Duluth City
Hall.
Protestors demanded justice for
George Floyed who was killed in
Minneapolis police custody on
May 25th, chanting “No Justice,
No Peace, Prosecute the Police”,
in reference to the call for charges
to be brought against all four Minneapolis police officers who were
present at Floyd's arrest while he
was handcuffed, held on the
ground, and his neck was knelt on
by Derek Chauvin.
At Duluth City Hall protesters
knelt for nine minutes in silence,

commemorating the time that
Floyd was pinned under the
officer's knee while he called out
“I can't breathe”. The actions were
caught on cell phone video by a
bystander.
Despite a 10:00 pm curfew Saturday night, incidents of violence
did occur at two different Duluth
gas stations by demonstrators, and
tear gas was deployed to break up
a crowd just before 1:00 am. A
Sunday night curfew was also imposed.
In Grand Marais last Friday, as
reported by radio station WTIP,
about 100 people lined Highway
61, holding signs with slogans like
“White Silence is Violence”.
Peaceful protests were held in
Iron Range cities, and many also
instituted night time curfews.
With unprecedented violence in
Minneapolis and St. Paul in the
previous week, and the calling out
of the National Guard, there has
some speculation that groups with
divergent goals have been at work
to create chaos. Many thousands
of peaceful protests throughout the

Growing Covid Concerns, Twin
Cities Hospitals Filling Up

Most protesters at Duluth’s march last week wore face
masks and practiced social distancing.
country and the world have been
held, with some erupting into destruction and violence, a pattern
that Minnesota governor Tim Walz
has said is distracting from the pursuit of justice for Floyd.
Call for peace. On the one-week
anniversary of George Floyd's

death his brother, Terrence Floyd,
traveled from Brooklyn, NY to
visit the site where his brother died.
In a speech to the crowd gathered
there Terrence Floyd implored everyone to pursue peaceful change,
urging for constructive resolution
to police brutality.

Silver Bay’s Black Beach Campground is Open for Business

By Kitty Mayo
With a total of 99 COVID-19
tests completed at Lake View Hospital and Clinic in Two Harbors by
the end of last week, no new positives have been found.
Greg Ruberg, CEO/president at
Lake View, says that some of the
tests have been for people with
symptoms in alignment with
COVID-19, but the vast majority
have been in the screening process
prior to surgeries and procedures.
There is a concern that public
gatherings that have been occurring throughout the state protesting the death of George Floyd may
result in an uptick in COVID-19
cases. While many demonstrators
have used precautionary measures
against infection by wearing face
masks and kept physically distant,
some crowds have appeared to ignore some of those measures, increasing the risk of the virus
spreading.
Ruberg says that another major
concern that is looming is the likely
pressure on medical facilities
throughout the state as Twin Cities hospitals reach capacity.
According to prediction model
covidactnow.org, while major
counties of Hennepin and Ramsey
are at about 60 percent capacity,
surrounding counties such as
Washington and Dakota are already at 100 percent capacity for
their ICU beds.
Ruberg warns that this trend is
likely to affect Duluth hospitals,
and eventually Lake View.
“The Cities are strained by their

COVID-19 cases, and there will
likely be an overflow to Duluth,
and likely an overflow into Lake
county as numbers grow,” stated
Ruberg.
Scenarios could play out in a
couple of ways: currently Lake
View plans to take non-COVID-19
patients, if necessary filling up to
30 beds. However, if demand becomes too high, Ruberg says Lake
View may have to accept COVID19 cases as well.
“Even though there are no cases
here yet, if things continue to get
challenging in the Cities, and if
Duluth hospitals fill up, our health
care system is connected and we
are all in this together as a state,”
said Ruberg.
As contact tracing procedures are
being put in place, with a large system being built out by the Minnesota Department of Health, and
agencies working regionally to set
up the process, understanding the
need remains an important topic.
As COVID-19 moves into the
northland, the ability to trace where
the virus is moving is critical for
containment. Currently the state is
tracking only 7 percent of contacts
within 48 hours, a rate far too low
to be effective.
Here is a resource from MIT for
understanding what it takes to
make contact tracing work: https:/
/www.technologyreview.com/
2020/04/28/1000714/five-thingsto-make-contact-tracing-workcovid-pandemic-apple-google/.

Jason Metsa (IRRR), Representative Rob Ecklund, Mayor Scott
Johnson, Senator Tom Bakk.

City Council members Shane Hoff, Mayor Scott Johnson, Dustin Goutermont, and Richard DeRosier
Silver Bay’s Black Beach Campground has officially opened for the
season. City and State Officials
joined together under what felt like
a torrential downpour at times for
the ribbon cutting ceremony in
front
of
Black
Beach
Campground’s beautiful office and
shower building.
Some of those who braved the
rain were Senator Tom Bakk,
Represntative Rob Ecklund, Jason
Metsa (IRRR), Mayor Scott
Johnson, North Shore Mining, Sil-

ver Bay’s Administrator Lana
Fralich, City Council Members
Shane Hoff, Dustin Goutermont,
Richard DeRosier, Lake County
Board Member Rick Goutermont,
and many more who held an important role in the developement
and design of the campground.
For more information on the
campgournd, to make reservations
or find out more details, go to
www.blackbeachcamp
ground.com.
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