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September Meeting
Demo
The demo at this month's meeting w i l l not be just one demo, it
w i l l be a whole room flill o f
demos! We are holding a minilathe bonanza! I f you have a
mini-lathe and want to bring it to
the meeting next Tuesday, then
please do! We request that you
plan to demonstrate Christmas
Tree Ornaments. Bring enough
wood for 3-5 ornaments and your
tools with your mini-lathe!

This Month's Message
by Mike Zinser
The 2005 Symposium
The Tennessee Association of
Woodturners just completed the
eighteenth annual symposium at
Belmond University. Hopeflilly
you did not miss out on the enthusiasm of being one of those
attending. Comments received
from the attendees included, "best
symposium I ever attended",
"excellent" and "outstanding".
To the turners. Christian
Burchard, Alan Lacer, John Lucas,
Pat Matranga, JoHannes
Michelsen and Roily Munro, our
heartfelt thanks for your participation.
Our demonstrators had a great
time entertaining us, sharing their
turning knowledge at both the
hands on sessions on Thursday
and Friday and the symposium
Saturday and Sunday. The vendors were also an excellent venue
to ask questions and purchase
tools and wood.
Thanks to all who attended and a
special thanks to those who volunteered their time to insure the success of the presentations.
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We had three youth attending and
the mini lathe donated by
Woodcraft was won through a
drawing by Gene Thomas' grandson, Jake Thomas. The Peoples
Choice Award was voted on by
the attendees, and the winner,
Tom Van Dervort, was presented a
crisp new $100.00 bill.
Thanks to those who donated to
the Saturday evening auction.
After an excellent meal, we auctioned approximately $4,100.00 in
various donated items.
I f you missed the event, talk to
someone who attended, find out
what you missed and plan to
attend next year. Planning is
already underway on the 2006
symposium. Your new club officers w i l l be asking for your help.
Officers & Directors
At the September meeting we w i l l
elect new officers and directors
for the club. They w i l l take office
at the October meeting. I f you are
interested in one of the officer or
director positions, please contact
Mike Zinser-Chairman of the
Nominating Committee at
615/292-8652. I will add your
name to the slate that w i l l be presented for approval at the
September meeting. Nominations
from the floor will be accepted

that evening.
The slate of four officers and five
directors from the Nominating
Committee, as announced at the
July meeting, is as follows:
President
David Sapp
Vice President
Ray Sandusky
Sec/Newsletter Editor Tim Fulton
Treasurer
Tom Greek
Director
A l Flatt
Director
Harry Hodge
Director
David Lifsey
Director
Charlie Putnam
Ed Taylor
Director
I look forward to seeing you at the
next meeting and to your involvement in the election process.

Mini-Lathe Bonanza!
We w i l l be doing something new,
fiin and different at this month's
meeting - a Mini-Lathe Bonanza!
We w i l l be setting up tables in the
gallery of the Leu Center. I f you
have a mini-lathe and want to do
some hands-on demonstrating,
then bring your lathe, some wood
and turning tools to the meeting!
The focus of the evening will be
turning Christmas ornaments.
This is a chance for us to make a
few extra ornaments for the charity sales drive as well as an opportunity to teach and learn between
club members.
So, i f you bring a mini-lathe, plan
to arrive a little early to get it set
up. That way, we can start the fun
as soon as the business part of the
meeting is completed.
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This type of event has been done
at other clubs with reports of
much success!

Election of TAW Officers
This is a reminder. There will be
an opportunity to make your voice
heard at the next meeting! We
will be electing a new slate of
officers at this month's meeting.
We will ensure that the meeting
starts on time and the business be
handled quickly.

Tennessee Baptist
Children's Home
Presentation
Dr. Ivan Raley w i l l take a few
moments to thank us for our effort
in making and selling ornaments
and to tell us how the money
raised will be used by the TBCH.
The TBCH does not receive any
public monies and conducts allof
its services and operations with
donations received from private
sources.
Dr. Raley is eager to let us know
how much the TCBH appreciates
our donation. He is also interested
in seeing the ornaments, so i f you
plan to attend the meeting - please
bring a your 2 ornaments as well!

John Jordan & Brenda
Stein
Wood Art Show at the Leu
Center
During the September meeting,
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the Director of the Leu Art Center
has agreed to open the gallery for
our membership to review the
work on display by John Jordan
and Brenda Stein. This show was
launched to coincide with the
TAW Symposium.
John Jordan and Brenda Stein are
TAW members. John Jordan is a
world reknowned artist, teacher
and tool developer. Brenda Stein
is an up and coming artist who is
passionate about teaching and
spreading the news about woodturning to young people.
The gallery w i l l have approximately 25 pieces o f art available
for viewing. I f we are lucky,
maybe John and Brenda w i l l
attend this month's meeting so
they can be available to discuss
their work, their inspiration and
their passion for wood as an art
medium.

The 2005 TAW Symposium
By all accounts and by the reactions of the people who attended
this year's symposium, it was a
complete success! We truely had
world class demonstrators and
vendors. The facilities were
excellent and the banquet was top
knotch as well. Many of the
spouses who attended the banquet
were impressed with the dining
facilities, the setting and especially the food! The deserts were
great too!

Safety is more
important than getting finished quickly
so take your time!
September 2005

The Tennessee Turner

September 2005

Sights from the 2005 Symposium
Pictures by Ray Sandusky

Christian Bruchard - Madrone Baskets & Spheres

m.

Mas

Johannes Michelson - the Hat Man

A glowing top hat - on a lightbox chuck
Rolle Munro - Sea Creature Art & Textures
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Turning Christmas
Ornaments
By Ron Hampton

glue block. I f you don't have a
four-jaw chuck, mount it on a spigot turned on your faceplate. The

Robert Rossand, a rising star
among American mmers, has
developed a technique to produce
Christmas ornaments which are
fun to make and w i l l teach you
many turning skills. With a little
practice you can make one in
about an hour.
Each consists of three parts- the
globe, the icicle, and the fmial.

Robert starts by turning the globe
and ends with the finial, assembling the parts with cyano-acrylic
glue.

Oneway Stronghold chuck with the
new spigot jaws is ideal, allowing
you to hold securely both the large
globe block and the small narrow
pieces for the icicle and fmial.
Rough turn the globe round with a
roughing gouge, cutting downhill
with the bevel rubbing. Turn your
cylinder to about 63mm (2/2in)
diameter. Be sure to wear a safety
shield. Start refining the shape - a
flattened sphere - with a spindle
gouge. Leave a little thickness at
the base so you can hollow the
glob( without it chattering.

Here's how to go about making the
ornaments about making the ornaments.
Start by mounting an attractive
piece of timber for the globe. To
make the wood go further and to

raised grain, but no deeper than
this. It w i l l leave a very smooth
surface which you can start sanding with 180-grit abrasive. The
final diameter of the globe should
now be about 55mm (2 I/4in).
Next, drill a lOmra (3/8in) diameter hole all the way through the
centre of the globe.
Start hollowing inside with a
square-ended scraper, then use a
bent-angle tool which lets you go
around comers. Begin with a short,
bent- angle scraper, move to a
middle length version, and end
with a long, bent-angle scraper.
Robert makes these scrapers by
brazing a piece of 5mm (3/16in)
HSS to a piece of cold- rolled
steel. He likes an angle of about
40'.
Use a circular motion to hollow, as
this reduces the weight of ornament, causing it to it hang better
on the tree and making it feel more
delicate. Carefully measure the
thickness, so it is evenly thin. Sand

with 180, 220, 320 and 400-grit
abrasive. Don't skip any. Part off
the globe from the lathe.
The Icicle

speed production, attach it to a
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For the final smooth cut on the
globe, wet the wood with diluted
sanding sealer, diluted 50/50 with
the appropriate solvent. Allow the
sealer to soak into the wood for
about 10 seconds before wiping off
the excess with kitchen paper. Take
very light cuts with a sharp skew
or spindle gouge, to remove the
5

The long, fine icicle calls for delicate control and a sharp skew. The
control can be achieved by gently
flexing the hand as it rests on the
toolrest. Wax the top of the rest to
make sure tools slide easily on it.
Mount a contrasting coloured
wood in the spigot jaws of your
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be 6mm (/4in) square and about
280mm (11 in) long. Rough out
the cylinder with a roughing or
spindle gouge. Taper the wood
towards the unsupported tailstock
end.

The icicle has four sections, each
getting progressively larger and
thicker. Make very fine cuts with a
sharp, small skew. For the final
cut on a section, first wet the ood
with sanding sealer. Then make
very light cuts, with the bevel nibbing. Sand and apply finish.

cove toward the headstock, then
the small skew to make a bead on
each side of the cove.
Wet the wood with sanding sealer
and make a finishing cut on this
section with a sharp tool. Slightly
undercut the bead closest to the
headstock so this area can fit
snugly against the globe.
Use callipers to measure the hole
in the bottom of the globe. It
should be close to 10mm (3Ain)
diameter. Cut a tenon on the icicle
the same thickness and part it with
a thin parting tool. Apply a small
amount of super glue to the tenon
and glue it into the bottom of the
globe.

With the first section completed,
start roughing out the second,
which is slightly bigger. Again,
use the small skew, cutting down-

Making The Finial:

hill with the bevel nibbing. Angle
the long point down to make the
cut towards the headstock.
The same technique is used for all
sections of the icicle. Sand and
apply finish to each part before
moving on to the next.
When the four parts are completed, use a spindle gouge to cut a
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Use the same piece of timber to
make the finial that you used for
the icicle. Use callipers to size a
small tenon to fit the other end of
the globe. Make a bead next to
this, with a skew, and undercut the
part next to the tenon, so that this
area can fit snugly to the top of
the globe. Make a smaller bead
closer to the headstock, and part
off this section.
Put the tenon back into the spigot
of your four jaw so you can finish
turn the finial. Wet the wood again
6

1
with the sanding sealer and make
your final cut with the sharp skew.
Sand and apply finish.
Fit a small brass eye into the end
of the finial (fish hook eyes with
bait holding barbs work great!),
glue its tenon into the top of the
globe, and the Christmas ornament
is complete.
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Demonstration Report
At the August Meeting, Ray Sandusky demonstrated how he turns finials. He stated that his process is basically spindle turning beginning at one end (the right end) and working toward the left. Ray's fmial design is
based on the shape of a candle with a flame. He tries to make the fmial proportionate in length and width as
well as making the elements in proportion.
The basic elements he incorporates in his finials is the tip, a flame like feature. A long middle section that
tapers from a swell on one end. A deeply coved base with a ball seperating it from the middle section.
When turning the end of the fmial that is to be attached to the piece, it is a good idea to make the connection
point as snug fitting as possible. One of the things that makes this measurement easy to make work is Ray's
use of a 1/2" wrench. He drills his ornaments with a 1/2" drill bit, which w i l l receive a finial that has a 1/2"
tenon at the coupling point. The wrench at 1/2" is a perfect way to make the comiection consistently snug!
This type of finial can be used as an icicle on an ornament, an accent piece for a lidded vessle or as an integrated section of a box's lid.

This is the finial that Ray turned during the demonstration
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August 2005 Meeting Minutes

Directions to Belmont University campus

The minutes for the August 2, 2005 meeting.

(In case you missed other meeting at our new site)

The meeting began at 7:00PM and was attended by
approximately 45 members and 1 visitor.

From 1-65: exit at the first exit, Wedgewood Avenue,
go (West) through two traffic lights. A t the fifth traffic light, at 16th, turn left heading South. Turn left at
next traffic light onto 18th Ave. Go one block to the
stop sign and turn left onto Portland Ave. Turn left at
the next street. (The Athletes House Shop is on the
comer.) The Lou Center for the Arts is the first building on the left. Parking is available on both sides of
the building.

The business part of the meeting was as follows:

Vice-President, David Sapp, presided over the meeting agenda. There were no items brought up for discussion and no votes required.
Reminders about the 2005 Symposium next weekend
A call for volunteers for the Symposium
A short statement aboout next years symposium - we
are already planning for it and getting the demonstrators lined up for it.

Ken Gaidos announced that he is collecting items for
the 2005 Christmas ornament sales drive. Ken has
already sold $1500 worth of ornaments - making this
sales drive the most successful ever - and it is only
September!

Mike Zinser announced the slate of candidates for
the TAW officers and Board of Directors.
Ray Sandusky conducted the demonstration on
Turning Finials.

From 1-40 : Take 1-65 South and exit at the first exit,
Wedgewood Avenue, go (West) through two traffic
lights. At the fifth traffic light, at 16th, tum left heading South. Tum left at next traffic light onto 18th
Ave. Go one block to the stop sign and tum left onto
Portland Ave. Tum left at the next street. (The
Athletes House Shop is on the comer.) The Lou
Center for the Arts is the first building on the left.
Parking is available on both sides of the building.
From 1-24 East and West: Exit onto 1-440 West;
take 1-65 North exit at the first exit, Wedgewood
Avenue, go (West) through two traffic lights. A t the
fifth traffic light, at 16th, tum left heading South.
Tum left at next traffic light onto 18th Ave. Go one
block to the stop sign and tum left onto Portland Ave.
Tum left at the next street. (The Athletes House Shop
is on the comer.) The Lou Center for the Arts is the
first building on the left. Parking is available on both
sides of the building.

Thank You
to the vendors who participated
in the 2005 symposium!
Best Wood Tools
Atlanta Wood Products
P&H Woods
&
Woodcraft

The Tennessee Turner
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Calendar of Events
Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts - Gatlinburg, T N
Sept 25- Oct 1
Oct 2- 8
Oct 9-15
Oct 21-23

Bowls to Hollow Forms
Woodtuming: Bowls, Platters, & Vases
Turned and Carved Vessels
Woodtuming & Design Master class

John Campbell Folk School
Sept 4-10
Basic Woodtuming
Sept 11-16 (Sun-Fri) Tuming with Sing
Sept 25-30 (Sun-Fri) From Tree To Vessel - Green Woodtuming
Oct 9-15
An Eye on Design
Oct 23-28 (Sim-Fri) Tuming Lidded Vessels and Containers

Joe Ruminski
Don Duden
John Jordan
David Ellsworth

Dale L . Nish
Dick Sing
Dave Barriger
David Nittmann
Cindy Drozda

As Seen On the Internet
Compiledfrom posts on the rec.crafts.woodtuming newsgroup by Ray Sandusky
Q. I'm new to woodworking and am considering starting to tum this spring. Since the holidays are coming up, I may be
askingfor some tuming tools. Icon lookingfor some tuming tools that I can use and grow into and enjoyfor many years.
Any suggestions on wha would constituea "basic" set?
A. this is an often asked question and the groip is pretty good about answering each time. You can search the archives of
the news- group atDej anews <http:// www.dejacom>. When you get there, select "Search Discussions" or some- thing like
that (they keep changing the format of their pages so it is hard to say what it may say today). Once you get discussions,
select "Power Search". Then enter your search tqiic like 'Turning Tools" and "rec.crafts.woodtuming" in the forum block.
You may have to enter variations of the search topic to get all of the posts on tuming tools, but you should wind up with a
lot of reading material.
Now, to talk about your specific question. For us to give you good answers about which tools you should consider buying,
we need to know what type of tuming you plan to do; i.e., is your goal to tum spindles for furniture or arclutecturat structures or do you primarily plan to tum bowls and platters and so forth, or do you plan to tum vases and ums? Each of these
takes a different set of tools. Actually, most of us will not recommend that you buy a "set of tools", but rather that you buy
specific selected tools to meet the partiarlar type of tuming that you plan to do. I f you haven't thought about this yet, this is a
good time to do so before you buy the tools and especially befcMe you buy the lathe.
I f ^indle tuming is what you plan to do, you will need as a minimum the following tools:
Roughing gouge 1 "
Spindle Gouge 'A inch
Skew Chisel 3/4 inch
parting tool 1/8 to 3/16 inch
for bowl turning, add to this basic set of tools:
Bowl gouge 'A'
Heavy duty round nose scrappCT
some of the better brands are: Robert Sorby, Crown, Hamlet, Henry Taylor, and Glaser tools, with the Glaser being recommended as the best Welcome to woodtuming, which can become quite addictive.
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four jaw. To start, the stock should
The Tennessee Association of Woodturners is a local chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners. Our purpose is to provide
a meeting place for local turners to share ideas and techniques and
to educate the general public regarding the art of turning. The
TAW meets the first Tuesday of each month at Belmont University
in Nashville, T N and periodically sponsors local exhibitions and
demonstrations as well as an annual symposium.

We meet the first Tuesday
of every month at 7:00pm
at the Leu Center fof the
Arts on the Belmont
University Campus in
Nashville. Below is a Map
to the Monthly Meeting
Location on the campus.
•'•fi,

Tennessee Association of Woodturners
Board of Directors:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretar y/N ewslette r
Librarian
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

Deryl Duer
David Sapp
Tom Greek
Ray Sandusky
Jerry Prosise
Fred Takacs
David Collier
John Moss
John Lucas
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