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LAR AIR BAGGIN'

100 CHASSIS BUILD-UP

URIVEWAY TECH

POWER WINDOWS MADE EASY

REMOTE CONTROLLING YOUR BED COVER




G DOWN THE NEW SILVERADO OVER
?Mﬂ ! '-n,q_ JTUR

FJEXT 280 PROGTOS 87 FEIEN Bt REMWMIER

here was once a time when all custom trucks must be lowered. It is a widely held opinion that every vehicle
looks befter lowered, which is why suspension products have long been one of the most important aspects of
the custom fruck industry. But as larger diameter wheels became more and more popular, suitable fitment on a
lowered fruck has become an issue. It depends largely on the vehicle, but for the most part, wheels larger thon 22
inches have limited vehicle applications. Simply put, if you want fo have o frick fruck that rolls on 22 or larger whesls
and fires, most are under the impression that it cant be lowered. Nothing could be further from the truth!

In an aftempt to show our readers exactly what can be done fo make a late-model Sliverado look frick as o com-

plete package on big wheels, rather than a stock truck with big wheels, we have put fogether a package of modifico

fions that can make your fruck a frue custom fruck once again

The first step is obvious: lower the fruck! McGaughy's Suspension Parts has quickly become one of the lecders in
suspension enhancing products. For this 2004 Chevy Silverado 1500 extended cab they recommended their 2- fo 4
inch deluxe kit (P/N 99+-2/4Deluxe) which consists of 2-inch dropped spindles and new shackles and hangers 1o
bring fhe rear down 4 inches without the need for a frame noich

McGaughy's has two different spindles for this application depending on your wheel size. The 2003C spindle is for
applications using 17-inch wheels or smaller, requiring the relocation of the ball joints. The 2003T is used on 4WD
GM trucks and 2WD trucks using wheels larger than 17 inches. This spindle requires no ball joint relocation

You might be wondering why merely a 2-4 kit? Our choice of wheels and fires for this fruck not only was directed of
providing style for o daily driver, but also gleaning precise quality from performance and visual aspects. Weld Wheel's
new line of EVO wheeis not only comes in a variety of cool styles, but the wheels are also o frue one-piece forged
em, making fhem not only more than twice as strong as a cast wheel, but also causing them weigh half as much
this case, the 22 x 9.5-inch Weld EVO Velociti 6 wheels we selected for this instaliation weigh only 39 pounds eoch
Combine that with the Nitto 285/45-22 Extreme Force 404 tires and you have a wheel and tire combination thal
weighs only marginally more than the stock wheels and tires, as well as being the same diameter. This wheel and hire
size combinahion 1s also well suited for a good ook on g lowered late-model fruck. In other words it's o mattar of fing
ing the right blend o put the custom back in your sireetf fruck

But thot is only the half of it. Most folks who installed larger diameter wheels and tires don't realize how much theu
brake performance will suffer until it is 1oo late. Rolating mass of the wheel is multiplied imes four for eoch wheel
and tire. S50 if your combination weighs over 100 pounds each, the rolling mass becomes 400 pounds on eoch Co
ner. 1,200 pounds total odded weight you have to try and stop at freeway speeds. To improve your broking sttuahon
Boer Brokes has developed a really trick new broke upgrode kit that not only will put the stopping power back ni
your truck, but octually make it o far cry better than it was when your truck wos stock. Becouse Boer Brokes 1S 0 pe
lormance Droke syslems specialist, their products are designed 1o achieve the mos! brake performance they can, prov
ing heir designs under intense racing conditions. Bul what makes the new EradiSpeed + | brake upgrode so cool IS
hat it is super easy 10 instoll The kit includes new, cross-drilled and vented larger diomeler rolors ond new anchior
raockets which alliow you 1o retain your loctory calipers The combinghon means you can upgrade he rakes in 0 few
easy steps withou! having 1o bleed the brokes It should olso be noted thatl eoch kit comes with Insiruchons on how 10
‘season” he rolors

To put gll hese elements together and lum o iuck with big wheels intlo a rick I0okiINg anNd PeroMMINg Cusiom uck

we vislied e lolented lolks ol S0 Cal SuperTrucks in San Bamarding., Calllomia Yes, these aré he some guys you
- P8

Friscihs




The first thing Carl, our So Cal SuperTrucks
installer, did was to check the stock ride
height measurements of the fruck. More pre-
cisely, some trucks, especially the Silverados
and Sierras have a nasty habit of being as
much as 3/4-inch lower on the driver's side.
This can be corrected later with a spring
spacer on the driver's side.

With the truck up on a lift, Carl begins disas-
sembling the stock front suspension. Both
upper and lower ball joint nuts are loosened.

Before going any further, the brake line clamp
on the upper control arm must be removed
S0 the broke caliper can be unboited and

repositioned 1or the spindle swap.

The brake caliper bolts are removed and the
caliper carefully secured with the commonly
used caliper hanger placed on the frame.

The factory brake calipers are next to be
removed.

With the rotor removed Carl then unbolts and
removes the hub assembly from the factory
spindle.

Hub assembly removed, the ball joint nuts are
now removed, followed by the factory spindle.

On the left Is the factory spindle and on
the right is the new McGaughy's 2003T 2-
inch dropped spindle. The manufocturer
claims the new spindie Is not only
stronger than the stock spindie, but aiso
retains full turning radius.

L

Time to prep the new spindie. First Carl
installs the provided M12 threaded stud
into the top front side of the spindie using
Loctite to properly secure it.

Now the factory hub assembly is installed
and bolted into the McGaughy's spindie
using the two lower factory bolts.
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assembly in the new spindie, o provided

nut is instolied onto the previously instalied
Ihreaded stud between the spindle and the

hub ossembly and then Nghtened.
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Spindle assembly complete, the new spin-
dle is installed onto the ball joints.

. F

To further enhance the ride quality of our
truck, we chose to remove the stock
shocks, which will work with this kit, but
the tactory shocks are not as good as
Bilstein’s new BES2902-HO replacement
shocks, which we chose to install.

-
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Here is o better ook at the new Bilstein
shocks we selected for this installation
Bilstein is o tfrademark in shock technology
and hese replocements nol only look
good, but also give the truck grealer ride
guolity ond control

Ihe tiont shock s 0 duec! replocemen! fol
he SIOCk shock

Now for the brake upgrade. Here is the Boer
Brokes EradiSpeed +1 performance brake kit.
The rotors are not only lorger than stock, but

also cross-drilled and vented, Each is direction-
ally vented and labeled for installation on each

side of the truck. The new caliper anchors are

what make the kit easy to install because they

use the factory mounting locations while mov-
ing the caliper outward fo accept the larger
performance rotor.

Here we see the factory rotor on the left com-
pared to the EradiSpeed +1 rotor on the right.
As you can see, the rotor is 1-inch larger than
the stock rotor and greatly increases the over-
all braking surface.

J

The EradiSpeed rotor simply installs right onto
the hub assembly just like the factory rotor

Bock over on the workbench Carl removes the
factory pod shims from the factory anchors
and instalts Mem inte 1he new Boer anchos

The corresponding factory left and right brake
pads are then installed into the new anchors,
making sure not to domage the new dust
seals.

Now the anchor is installed onto the spindies
g bolted using the OEM bolts ond torqued o
148 f1.-Ibs.

The factory caliper is then instolled info the
anchor and secured
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Moving to the front hanger, the factory bolt is

Wrapping up the front, Carl lifts the custom vl

painted 22-inch Weld EVO wheels wrapped
with Nifto 285/45 404 tires onto the fruck ' _
and torque to OEM specifications. It is : : !
important to check all clearances once the —— o | gy :
wheel is instolled. = s '
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The new McGoughy's front hanger is bolted
up fo the factory hanger mounting holes
using provided Grade-8 hardware.

- L a— '—H
Moving to the rear suspension, Carl begins
by trimming off the excess stem on the
front leaf spring hanger bolt as well as the
rear shackie boit.

A =
Then each factory rivet is cut through the center
with a small cutting wheel, then removed using
a pneumatic chisel or punch, allowing for the
factory hanger fo be completely removed from
the frame.

With the lowering kit instalied, next come
the removal of the stock shocks followed
by installation of the new HO senes

The factory shackie is unbolted from frame hang-
@1 and spring and reploced with the new
McGaughy's shackle. The shackle has 'wo holes
drilled in it 1o allow the owner 10 lower the rear
of the truck either 3 or 4 Inches.
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Here we see Carl installing the new dust
seqls onto the Baer anchors.

The anchor bolts to the axle housing using the _
tactory holes and bolts followed by the instal- have come to know for their exfensive
lation of the factory caliper into the anchor experience in the lifted fruck market. But

and then securing it permanently. they do performance suspensions 1og,
which you will see in the following
installation steps.
For more information about any or all
of the products in this installation, give
them a call or check out their Web sifes

oy " g § ; for more information or ordering proce-
Like the front, the factory shims and pads : dures. .23

are installed into the new anchors.

Here's a look at the new rear EradiSpeed brake
setup, which means the suspension and brake
installations are complete.

MCGAUGHY'S SUSPENSION PARTS
5680 W. BARSTOW

FRESNO, CA 93722

(559) 226-8196
WWW.MCGAUGHYS.COM

BAER BRAKE SYSTEMS

3108 W. THOMAS RD, #1201
PHOENIX, AZ 85017

(602) 233-1411
WWW.BAER.COM

BILSTEIN SHOCK ABSORBERS
14102 STOWE DR.

POWAY, CA 92064

(800) 537-1085
WWW.BILSTEIN.COM

But like with any suspension modifications, a
good alignment is required before the test
drive. The McGaughy’s dropped spindles are WELD WHEEL INDUSTRIES INC

; constructed to include all of the factory geom- 6600 STADIUM DR.
The factory rotor is removed from the axle efry, which in turn makes aligning the suspen- KANSAS CITY, MO 64129

followed by the installation of the new sion back fo within factory specs a breeze. (816) 421-8040
Baer performance rotor. WWW.WELDRACING.COM

NITTO TIRES

6261 KATELLA AVE. SUITE 2C
CYPRESS, CA 90630

(940) 767-7694
INFO@NITTOTIRE.COM
WWW.NITTOTIRE.COM

OR SEE YOUR LOCAL NITTO TIRE
DEALER

SO CAL SUPERTRUCKS

774 SOUTH E ST.

SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92408
(909) 383-5454
WWW.SOCALSUPERTRUCKS.COM
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